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16 JULY, 1900.

PrESENT—

His ExceLLency the Governor (Sir HENRY BLAKE,
G.CM.G).

The Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Acting Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MecH Goobman (Attorney-Generd).
Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).
Hon. R. D. Orvssy (Director of Public Works).
Hon. BasL TavLor (Acting Harbour Magter).
Hon. A. W. BRewin.

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. J. THURBURN.

Hon. R. M. Grav.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Councils).
ANANCIAL.

The Acting CoLoNiAL SecreTAry laid on the table
Financid Minute No. 36 and moved tha it be refered
to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL TreasURER Seconded and the moation
wascaried.

The Acrine CoLoniAL SecreTary laid on the table the
report of the Finance Committee (No. 12) and moved
itsadoption.

The CoLoniaL TreasURER Seconded and the moation
wascaried.

THE HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI BANK
ORDINANCE

On the moation of the ATtorney-GeneraL, seconded
by the Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary, a Bill providing for
the again continuing in force for a further period the
Hongkong and Shanghal Bank Ordinance, 1899, was
reed afirg time.

THE PROPOSED LAND COURT.

The ATTorNEY-GENERAL  proposed  the  second
reading of aBill entitled, An Ordinance to fedilitete the
hearing, determination, and sattlement of land daimsin
the New Territories, to edablish a Land Court, and for
other purposes. He said that this Bill as brought before
the Council was nothing more nor less than the Bill
which was passed in March last. When this Bill was
sent home for the gpprova of the Secretary of State and
had been duy comddeed, two or three dight
amendments in minor details were suggested by the
Secretary of State, and rather than have two Bills they
thought it better to have the Bill reenacted with the
amendments This course would meet any objections of
a technicd kind as regards procedure with respect to

Ordinance No. 8 of 1900. As regards however, Mr.
Whitehead's protest thet the Ordinance No. 8 of 1900
wasaviolaion of the Convention of Sth June, 1898, the
Soretary of State has sad he sees no reason for
adopting the honourable member's view on that point.
The "objects and reasons’ of the Bill were as follow:
—"Ordinance 8 of 1900. providing for aLand Court for
the purpose of hearing and determining daims in
relation to land in the New Territories, was assented to
by the Governor on 28th March, 1900. It was duly
abmitted for Her Mgedy's directions, and the
Ordinance, generdly, was gpproved; but the following
amendments, on minor points. were suggested by the
Sacretary of Sate asdesrable—

"(a)) The subditution. in section 18, of the words by
the Governor in Executive Coundil” for the words "by
the Court," in rdation to the fixing the rate of money
rent on subdtitution of rent in produce. This is because
the Court is not intended to be a permanent indtitution.
(b)) Provison being made, in section 19, for dlowing
payment of an annua money rent as an dterndive to
the payment of acapital sum, in cases of the redemption
of aproduce rent payable in perpetuity. (c.) The addition
of a section providing thet the Court shdl be brought to
an end as soon asthe work for whichiit is gopointed has
been performed.

"Ordinance 8 of 1900 is repedled by this Ordinance
and re-enacted with the amendments mentioned. One
other amendment has been made, & the suggestion of
the Members of the Land Court. They thought it
desirablethat the value of disputed daims. which might
be dedit with by one member of the Court, should be
raised, with a view to expediting the business of the
Court. The maximum has, accordingly, been raisd
from two hundred to five hundred dollas
Appointments made under Ordinance 8 of 1900 have
been continued as vdid, and, in order to prevent any
confusion in citing Ordinance 8 of 1900 and the present
Ordinance by their short titles the short title to the
present Ordinance has been changed to The New
Territories Land Court Ordinance, 1900."

The Council then went into committee to consder
the Bill dause by dause, and on the Council resuming
the Bill wasread athird time and passed.

THE LIQUOR LICENSESORDINANCE.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL  proposad  the  second
reeding of An Ordinance to amend The Liquor
Licenses Ordinance, 1898, and to reped The Liquor
Licenses Amendment Ordinance, 1899. The "objects
and reesons' of this Bill were asfollow:—

"Section 2 of thisBill, in effect, re-enacts section 3 of
OrdinanceNo. 23 of 1899, exoept thet the prepodition 'td” is
inserted between thewords ™ old" and thewords ™ or bedrunk
by." The Secretary of State has given instructions



that this amendment should be made S0 as to prevent
any difficulty which might, otherwise arise in the
congruction of thelaw.

"Section 3 effects increases in the following license
fees namedly: (1) Didillery License fees are incressed
from $150 to $200 per annum. (2.) The three different
scdes of Publichouse License fees are increesad as
folons—(a) Where the annud vduation is under
$1,000. the fee is incressed from $300 to $450 (b.)
Wherethe annud va uation is $1,000 or over, but under
$4,200, the fee is increased from $360 to $600 (C)
Where such vauaion is $4,200 or over, the fee is
incressed from $480 to $800. (3) Wholesde License
fees and dso Groca's License fees are increased from
$240 to $500. (4) Chinee Wine and Spirit Shop
Licensefessareincreasad from $150 to $250.

"The increases of fees mentioned in 1, 2 and 3 ae
new, it being conddered reasonable thet such an
increee should be levied. The increese of fees
mentioned in 4 was induded in Ordinance 23 of 1899,
whichisrepeded by section 5 of thisBill.

"Section 4 provides for the coming into operation of
the Ordinance, and for the gpplication of theratesin the
new Schedule to licensss granted on or dter 1¢
November, 1900."

Continuing, the Attorney-Generd pointed out thet
there was no increase in the fee for an adjunct license
The difference between a public-house license and an
adjunct license was that in the one case there a public
bar was dlowed and in the other a public bar was not
dlowed.

The Acrine CoLoniAL SecreTaRy seconded and the
motion wascarried.

The Coundil then went into committee to consider
the Bill dause by dause, and on the Council resuming
the Bill wasread athird time and passed.

APPROPRIATION.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer proposed the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to authorisethe
gopropriation of a supplementary sum of four hundred
and eighty-one thousand three hundred and thirty-five
dollars and thirty-five cents, to defray the charges of the
year 1899. He said honourable members would find al
the detailed figures st forth in the Bill, and he should be
gad to give any explanation when the Bill came to be
conddered in committee
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The Acring CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded and the
motion wascaried.

The Coundil then adjourned until Monday next.

MEETING OF THE HNANCE
COMMITTEE.

Immediatdly after the Council mesting a megting of
the Finance Committee was held, the Acting Colonia

Secretary presding.

It was agreed to vote a sum of $129 for the dary of
a temporary assdant junk ingpector from July Sth to
Dec. 3¢ indusve

The supplementary Appropriation Bill wes dso
conddered and agreed to. There is only one dause in
the Bill and it reeds asfollows—

A sum of Four hundred and Eighty-one thousand
Three hundred and Thirty-five Dollars and Thirty-five
Cents is hereby charged upon the revenue and other
funds of the Colony for the sarvice of the year 1899, the
sdd sum 0 charged being expended as hereinafter
ecified; thet isto say—

Pensions $8,646.26
Governor and Legidature 6,586.22
Colonid Secretary's Department --————-----—---- 1,260.34
Public Works Department 919.77
Pog Office 133576
Regigrar Generd's Depatment------—------—--- 1,277.22
Botanical and Afforesation Department-----—--- 19037
Legd Departments 10,249.52
Medicd Departments 105419
Magigtracy 1,76558
Police 32,008.97
Sanitary Department 9,598.05
Trangport 6,636.96
Miscellaneous Sarvices 336,697.54
Military Expenditure 27,444.23
Public Works Recurrent 1392349
Ordinary Expenditure-------——---- $459,594.47
Extraordinary Public Works-——---— 21,740.88

Totd $81,335.35

Thiswasal thebusness




