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23ro JULY, 1900.

PrESENT—

His ExceLLency the Governor (Sir HENRY BLAKE,
GCM.G)

The Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Acting Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MecH Goobman (Attorney-Generd).
Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).
Hon. R. D. Orvssy (Director of Public Works).
Hon. BasL TavLor (Acting Harbour Magter).
Hon. A. W. BRewIn.

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. R. M. Grav.

Hon. JoHN THURBURN.

Hon. We A Y uk.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Councils).
ANANCIAL.

The Acting CoLoniaL Secremary laid on the table
Fnancid Minutes Nos. 37, 38, and 39 and moved that
they bereferred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAaL TrReasURER seconded and the motion
wascaried.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTARy laid on the table the
report of the Finance Committee (No. 13) and moved
itsadoption.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary seconded and the mation
was caried.

PUBLIC WORKSCOMMITTEE

The Director oF PusLic Workslaid on the table the
report of the Public Works Committee (No. 2) and
moved its adoption.

The Acting CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the
motion wascarried.

THE KOWLOON GODOWNS

A Bill entitled an Ordinance to further amend the
Kowloon Godowns Tramways Ordinance, 1897, was
reed a firg time on the motion of the ATTorRNEY
GeneraL, seconded by the AcTing CoLoNIAL SECRETARY.

THE HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI BANK
ORDINANCE

The Attorney-GeneraL moved the second reading
of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to again continue in
force for a further period the provisons of section 3 of
the Hongkong and Shangha Bank Ordinance, 1899,
with regard to the excessissue of billsand notes payable
to bearer on demand. He said— It will be remembered
that the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation
was origrindly incorporated, in this Colony, by
Ordinance No. 5 of 1866. The 13th Section of that
Ordinance was amended by Ordinance No. 21 of 1882
which substituted anew section 13, which provided thet

"the totd amount of the bills and notes of the Company
payable to bearer on demand, actudly in circuldion,
shdl not a any time exceed the amount of the capitd of
the company actudly paid up." It was found, as time
went on, tha this restriction was prgudicid to the
requirements of commerce in this Colony and, by
Ordinence No 1 of 1899, an exces isue wes
authorized for the period of one year from the 31t day
of July, 1898, on this condition, viz—If there shdl have
been specidly deposited and shdl be kept in the custody
of the Colonid Secretary and the Colonid Treasurer for
the time being, an amount of coin or bullion or coin and
bullion equa to the whole value of such excessissuefor
the time being actudly in circulation, to be held by the
sdd Colonid Secretay and Colonid  Tressurer
exdusvey for the redemption of such hills and notes
wherever the same may have beenissued.” It isobvious
that such an arangement aforded ample security for
the redemption of any such excess issue. Accordingly,
the arrangement was continued in force for a period of
another year from 314 July, 1899, by Ordinance No. 17
of 1899. The presnt Ordinance continues the
arangement, which has been found to meat the
convenience of the mercartile community, for a further
period, viz, till 13th day of August, 1908. Thet date has
been fixed by the Secretary of State asbeing thedate on
which the Bank's continued term of incorporation
conferred upon it by Ordinance No. 21 of 1887 will
expire

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded and the
motion was carried.

The Council resolved itsdf into committee to
congder theBill dauseby dause

On the Coundil resuming the Bill was read a third

time and passed.
THELIQUOR LICENSESORDINANCE

The AttorNEY-GENERAL Moved the third reading of
the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Liquor
Licenses Ordinance, 1898, and to repeal the Liquor
Licenses Amendment Ordinance, 1899. Hesaid—The
only reason why thisBill was held over and not read a
third time at last meeting of the Council was that we
might have further time to consider the question of
adjunct licenses. | would like to point out that the fees
for adjunct licenseswere fixed in 1886—at least 14
years age—by the original Bill at precisely the same
amount thet they sand at to-day. ThisBill doesnot dter
in any way the fee for an adjunct license. Therefore dl
persons who have taken out licenses, knowing thet the
law was what it was, can certainly have no reeson now
to have the fee reduced &t atime when other licensesare
being increased. I the Bill hed included in the schedule
an increase in the fee for an adjunct license then



those who hold such licenses might have sad they
would rather have them reduced. Their case has been
carefully consgdered, and the Government has come to
the concluson tha they redly have no cese for a
reduction.

The Acrine CoLoniAL SecreTaRy seconded and the
motion wascaried.

The Council went into committeeto condder the Bill
dauseby dause.

On the Council resuming the Bill was read a third
time and passd.

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION.

The Council wert into committee on the Bill entitled
An Ordinance to authorise the Appropriaion of a
upplementary sum of four hundred and eighty-one
thousand three hundred and thirty-five dollars and
thirty-five cents, to defray the charges of the year 1899.

On the Council resuming the Bill was read a third
time and passd.

The Coundil then adjourned until Monday week.

MEETING OF THE HNANCE
COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was hed
immediatdy after the Council mesting, the Acting
Colonid Secretary presiding.

INCREASESOF SALARIES

The CHairvan said the Governor recommended the
Council to vote a sum of $2,700 to cover, during the
current year, the cog of increeses of sdaries of His
Honour Sir John W. Carrington, Knight, CM.G., Chief
Judtice, Mr. E. C. Lewis, Assstant Posmadter Generd,
and Messs C. H. Gde and A. H. Hollingsworth,
Assgtant Executive Engineers. The increese of the
sday of the Chief Judtice was not incduded in the
generd increase of Aaies and the Secrdary of State
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had now authorised anincreasein hissdary of $1,500 a
year. The incresses to Mr. Lewis Mr. Gae and Mr.
Hollingsworth were merdy dlowing them to commit
their previous sarvice towardstheir firgt increeses.

The Hon. C. P Crarer—WIll their cases come
before the goecid committee in regard to the pay of
junior officers?

The CHairman—No; dl these cases are dedt with in
the Secretary of Statesdespatch, No. 280 of lagt year.

Thevotewasagreed to.

EXPENSESAT THEGAOL.

The Crairvan said the Governor recommended the
Coundl to vote a sum of $4,100 to meet catan
expensss of the Victoria Gaol during the current yeer.
The principa excess was in the cogt of the food for the
prisoners— $3,000. The estimate was mede in May or
Junelagt year, and the contract was entered into towards
the end of the year. In the intervd the money had been
dready voted. The amount voted was $9,000, and the
contract was for $12,000. The increase in the contract
was causd by thelargeincrease in the price of food and
an improvement in the diet scdle. The remainder of the
increase was due to the supplying of hot water for the
prisoners and an increase in the drying goparaus. All
this meant more cod and would account for another
$1,000.

Thevotewas agreed to.

DAMAGE BY THE LATE STORM.

The Crairvan said the Governor recommended the
Coundil to vote a sum of $5,000, to cover the cogt of
repairsto roads, etc., causad by the raingorm of the 14th
to 15th June.

Thevotewasagreed to.

Thiswasal thebusness.




