HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

11tH OCTOBER, 18909.

PRESENT:—

His ExceLLEncY the GOVERNOR (Sir Henry Blake,
GCM.G).

His EXCELLENCY Mgor-Generd GASCOGNE CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

The Hon J H. StewART LOCKHART CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generd).
Hon. R. MURRAY RUMSEY (Harbour Madter).

Hon. E H. MAY, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police)

Hon. A. M. THOMSON (Colonid Tressurer.)
Hon. R. D. OrRvVSBY (Director of Public \Works))
Hon. C. R CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKAI.

Hon. E R. BELILIOS, CM.G.

Hon. WE A YUK.

Hon. J. J KESmICK.

Mr. R. . JoHNSTON (Acting Clerk of Coundils)

ANANCIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table finencid

returns accompanying the dreft Estimates for 14 4} and
a0 finenda minutes Nos. 16 to 18 and moved that the
financid minutes bereferred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLONIAL TREASURER seconded and the moation
wascaried.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the report
of the Finance Committee No. 5 and moved its adoption.

The CoLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and the motion
wascaried.

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS

The Hon. C. P CHATER—Your Excdlency, in the
absence of my honourable friend Mr. Whiteheed, | beg on
his behdf to ask the questions one to four, and to subdtitute
for Nos 5 and 6 thefollowing—

(5.—Wiill the honourable the Harbour Magter inform
the Councll of the drcumdances under which the
Government refused dearance to the seamship Tarter on
15th September last and granted dearance to the sad
steamship on 14th idem without her having added in any
way in Hongkong to her life-saving gppliances

(6)—How wes it that the Government was not sooner
informed of the presence in and around Taipohu of two to
there thousand armed Chinese with guns entrenched and in
position; and what precautions if any, were taken to find
out the actud condition of the Chinese on the borders of
and in the New Territory between Mirs Bay and Desp Bay
hefore ordering luncheon for a large number of invited
gueds effecting insurance on the geamer Hankow for the
trip to Mirs Bay which did nat take place, and making
eaborate arrangements for the opening ceremony a which
it was proposed to hoist the British flag a Taipohu on 17th
April legt. dl which arangements after condderable
expenditure wasincurred thereon, had at thelest moment to
be abandoned.

Thefollowing are the questionsoneto four—

(1.)—Wiith reference to the Honourable The Colonid
Secretary'sreprort, dated 8th October, 1898, on the extension
of the Colony, which under Expenditure reads—"The cogt of
adminigtering the New Territory isestimated at $125,000.
The chief items are—Police $33,223, Surveyors $14,400,
Miscdllaneous $24,6 7, total $72,28). When the work of
survey has been completed such alarge staff of surveyors
will be unnecessary, but it isimportant, as has been pointed
out, that theland under cultivation should be surveyed as
quickly as possible. Miscdllaneous expenditure has been
estimated at ahigh figure, as unforeseen expensssareureto
be large when the territory isfirst taken over,” will the
Honourable Member inform the Council how and upon
what badsthe said edimate was arrived &, and satewhether
the Honourable The Captain Superintendent of Policewas
sdidfied that the said estimate of $33,223 per annumwould
be adequate to efficiently police the New Territory, seeing
thet in the statement of expenditure in connection with the
New Territory for 1898 laid upon the table to-day



the grand totd of expenditure amounts to no less then
$346,629.17, of which the police expenditure, actud and
estimated, for April to December, 1898, is$88,972.10?

(2)—Wwill the Honourdble the Colonid Secretary lay
upon the table a staement showing the expenditure
incurred by the Colonid Government in conssquence of
the rebdlious disurbances and the amed Chinee
opposition to British occupetion of the Territory leased by
by the Imperid Chinese Govenment per the June
Converttion of lagt year?

(3)—With reference to Financid Minute No. 12 in
which the Governor recommends the Coundll to vote a
sum of $91,500 to cover the cost of three seem launches
required by the Police in the waters of the New Territory,
will the Honourable The Harbour Mager inform the
Coundl:—(1.)—Whether tenders for the condruction of
the launches have been invited from the various
shipbuilding ingtitutionsin the Colony? (2.—If so, hasany
tender been acoepted and if accepted what will be the cost
of the regpective launches? (3. —What are the Szes of the
hullsand the engines? (4.)—Will they be composite buiilt or
will the frames be of hard wood? (5.)—If of the latter will
the curved framesbe naturd or cut from Sraight timber? (6.)
—Whether launches with frames of wood are more costly
then those with sed frames?

(4)—Will His Excdlency the Governor gppoint a day
for the dection, by such Ratepayers as are induded in the
Specid and Common Jury Ligs and dso by such
Ratepayers as ae exempted from sarving on Juries on
account of ther professond avocaions, of two Members
to fill the vacandes in the Sanitary Board in accordance
with Sections 4 and 5 of the Public Hedth Ordinance No.
24 of 1887, and will His Excellency the Governor gppoint
one European and two Chinese Members to the Sanitary
Board in accordance with section 4 of the Public Hedlth
OrdinanceNo. 24 of 18377

The COLONIAL SECRETARY—The answer to the firgt
question is that the esimate was based on the assumption
thet the territory to be taken over was pescedble and law
abiding, and thet village constables, as pointed out in my
report, would ad in the policing of the extended area
Events since this territory has been taken over show that a
larger reguler forceis necessary. The esimeate was mede by
me, and the Captan Supeintendent of Police is not
responsblefor it. In answer to the second question | beg to
refer the honourable member to the daemet of
expenditure an account of the New Territory which was
laid on thetable a thelast meeting of Coundil.

TheHARBOURMASTER—IN reply to the third quedtion |
beg to gae as folows— (1) Yes Tenders were invited
from three locd FHrms. (2) Yes Thetotd cogt of the three
vessswill be $91,100. In theinterests of the contractorsit
is not proposad to give the respective codt of each vess.
(3) Thedzesof the hullsand engines are as follows—(1.)
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Hull 120 ft. x 20 ft. x 10 ft. Engines of suffident Sze to
obtain the guaranteed spead. (2)) Hull 83ft. x 14ft. x Oft.
Engines. Cylinders 11 in. and 22 in., Stroke 14 in. (3) Hull.
75 ft. x 13 ft. x 8 ft. Engines Cylinders 11 in. and 22 in.
Stroke 12 in. (4.) The frames will be hard wood. (5.) The
frames will be cut patly from naturd crooks and partly
from draght timber. (6.) As the Government does not
intend building composite vessas it isnot in possesson of
theinformation necessary for replying to the question.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY—The answer to the fourth
guestion is. Not a present, His Excdlency the Governor is
conddering the matter.

The HARBOUR MASTER—In reply to thefifth question |
beg to date as follows—The passenger cartificate dlowed
for 741 passengers and the number given asbeing on board
was in excess of this The Harbour Magter was, therefore,
obliged by law to refuse dearance. When he wasinformed
later that the necessary life-saving gpparatus for the larger
number was on board, hea once granted clearance.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY—The answer to the sixth
guestion is—The answer to the first part of the question is
because they were nat there before the 15th. The ansver to
the latter part is that the precaution was teken of obsarving
the attitude of the inhabitants towards workmen a Taipohu
and survey paties which was goparently quite friendly, in
addition to which nine ders of the district waited upon the
Governor on the 12th April and expressad on behdf of the
peoplein generd thar regret for what had occurred on the
1¢ April and dedared thet the fase reports having been
refuted the people had become more sttled.

WORK IN THENEW TERRITORY.

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS — With your
permission, S, | beg to move that the following proposed
works be refered to the Public Works Committee for
report.—(1) Extenson of tdephone to Aingshan and Un
Loong; (2) Police Station (permanent) a Sarling Inlet; (3)
Police Sation a Saikung; (4) Police Station a Tanwan; (5)
Police Sation a Shatin.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the motion
wasagread to.

THE ESTIMATES—SPEECH BY
THEGOVERNOR

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR—I have the honour
to submit for your consideration the Estimates for the
coming year, and in doing so | venture after the usual
custom to make afew observations on the position of the
colony. But firg, | take this earliest public opportunity that
has presented itself to express my acknowledgments



for the cordid manner in which Lady Blake and |
have been recelved by the community of this
important colony. The ten months that have dapsed
gnce my assumption of the government have been
months fraught with exceptiond awxiely and
responghbility. Under the Converttion between Her
Maesy the Queen and His Imperid Mgedy the
Emperor of China the area of twenty-nine square
miles that has hitherto been the extent of the colony
was increasad by a lease for ningty-nine years of an
area of four hundred souare miles. with an estimated
population of 100,000. It was assumed thet the
knowledge of the jugt trestment of the Chinese
inhabitants of Hongkong and British Kowloon
would induce the population of the leased area to
acogpt the jurigdiction of Great Britain with
equanimity, if not with plessure. Had it been possible
to teke over the posession immediady this
assumption might have been verified. But there were
unavoidable delays. The question of delimitation hed
to be settled, and when a tentative arangement had
been arived a it was found thet there was an
unfortunate misconception on the part of the Chinese
Government as to the effect of the Conventtion upon
the pogtion of the Chinese Imperid Cugtoms
anthorities who had hitherto exercised jurisdiction
within the leased area. At the earnest request of Her
Magesy's Miniger in Peking | deferred the teking
over of the Territory until the 17th April, completing
in the meantime the necessary arrangements for the
carying out of executive functions Unhgppily, the
intervd was teken advantege of by agitators who
disturbed the minds of the people by statements that
their lands would be forcibly taken from them and
their mogt cherished customs forbidden. The firgt
symptoms of hodility were shown on the 31t
March when the building of a mat-shed a Taipohu
was prevented, and the men engaged in erecting
boundary posts were stopped from working. | saw
the Viceroy on the 2nd April a Canton and pointed
out that if protection was not afforded to working
parties and surveying parties | could not adhere to
my undertaking not to take over the Territory until
the 17th. The necessary protection was promised,
and surveying partieswere not molested, nor wasthe
rebuilding of the mat-shed prevented. What took
place on the 15th of April and following days has
dready been lad before you. The resstance having
been overcome | have endeavoured to iy the
people that they may safdy depend upon British
jusice, and that no man's propety will be
confiscated, and | have no doubt that the people will
soon recognize this. Apart from the quesion of
resstance to our occupation, it was found thet the
inhabitants suffered from frequent attacks by armed
bands of robbes agang whom the village
watchmen were powerless, and there was a generd
indication of lawlessness not uncommon in South
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China. This necesstated a recongderaion of the
Police Force necessary to secure thet protection thet
we are bound to afford. The origind esimeate has
been lagdy increasad, and dations have been
edtablished a important points of aufficient srength
to repd amed atack and furmish the necessary
patrols | am glad to say that the efforts of the Police
have 0 far shewn satidactory results, for of the
twenty-seven cases of armed robbery reported from
the New Territory twenty-two persons have been
convicced and ae afffering long tems of
imprisonment. | hope to see a sdutary change of
conditions within ashort time and to bein apogtion
to reduce the strength of the various police gations

Smultaneoudy with thetroublesthet developed inthe
New Taritory therearoseamuch moresariousdanger. In
thebeginning of Apil. the plaguewas again upon us and
notwithstanding the unwearied exertions of the Sanitary
Board andits 9, it incressad in intendty and virulence
al through the summer, and has only ceesed itsravages
with the beginning of the present month. Thisyeer there
havebeen 1,471 casssof which 1,413 have proved fatd.
the percentage of deaths being the highest on record.
Feding the overwhdming importanceto the community
of eradicating thisscourgeif possble, | havewatched the
operdionsof the sanitary gaff with the keenest anxiety.
Beforethe disease gppeared, as it was assumed that
plague was primarily propagated by rats aCommittee
was gppointed condging of the Captain Superintendent
of Police. the Medical Officer of Health, and the
Government Analyst to waege war upon therats by
poison or traps. or both, and the necessary fundswere
placed a thar dispod. They gppeded to the Chinesefor
asddanceand medeevery dfort to destroy therais but |
believe they were not very successful. When the
epidemicwasd itsheight | stisfied mysdlf by frequent
persond ingpection thet the scavengers and the sanitary
daff were doing their duty. The Sreetsand laneswere
pafedly deen, and wholedrestsfilled fumiturewhilethe
houses were being limewashed and disinfected bore
evidenceto theactivity of the sanitary tff. Yet nothing
ssamed to 9ay theonward progress of the plague, until at
lestit hasdied out in the usud course, having lingered
hererather longer than in other cities of South China
where no such precautionswere taken. An Inssbitary
DwdlingsBill hed dreedy been presented to you. During
thesummer it has been carefully reconsdered, and inits
amended formit will beagain presmted to youto-day. A
reum hesbeen mede of dl the cases of plagueduring the
present year with all theinformation available that
possibly may throw light upon the causes of thediseese It
wecan decide upon the causss, no expanditurewithinthe
reach of the colony would be too great to



secure the blessng of fresdom from such a scourge;
but in conddering the Bill it iswdl that you should be
in possession of facts on which to form an opinion
rather then be guided by assumptions thet, however
drougly hdd. afford no sound bess upon which
messures should be adopted invalving probably very
large expenseto the colony.

| am happy to be adle to congratulate you upon the
generd date of the commerce of the colony. | have it
on mog excdlent authority thet busnesswas never in
asounder condition and the commerdid energy of the
community was never more gpparent. At the same
time trade hes auffered and is suffering from the
didurbed dae of the Southemn provinces and the
prevaence of piracy on the West River. The atention
of Her Mgedy's Govenment has been cdled to the
great injury done to the trade of this Colony, and His
Excdlency the Admird Commeanding on this Station
has despaiched agunboat up the West River to protect
Britih interets, but | am convinced tha the best
protection to the interests of the commerce of this
Colony would be the fathful carrying out by the
Chinexe Government of the Agreement mede with
Her Mgesty's Minider a Peking for the opening of
the West River under the Inland Steam Navigation
Regulations as fird propasad and agreed upon. | have
had great plessure in fowarding the letters of the
Chamber of Commerce on this mogt important
ubject to the Secretary of the Sate for the Colonies
Notwithganding the disghilities under which trade is
hampered on the Wet River, the reurns show a
sidactory increese both in foragn and junk-borne
traffic, the number of foreign built vessds entering and
deaing beng 7982 with 10155993 tons as
compared with 8831 ships with 9,948.242 tons in
1898, and of 55882 junks with 3373210 tons as
conpared with 49,517 junks with 2,933,714 tons in
1898.

| regret to say tha the Pdlice datidics show a
condderableincrease in the number of serious arimes,
the totd number from the 1¢ January to the 314
Augugt being 2,110 as againg 1,920 for the same
period legt year. The reiurns show an expedidly large
proportionate increasein the serious arimes of robbery
and house-bregking, the increase in the former being
due to the casssin the New Territory to which | have
dready dluded. The Captain Superintendent of Police
atributes the generd increase of crime te the number
of vacandes in the Police Force and the disturbed
condition of the neighbouring provinces of Ching, On
the other hand, there has been an entire bsence of the
gang robberies 0 frequent in the padt in the City of
Victoria. Every efort is being made to obtain recruits
fromhomefor the Police Force

The revenue for 1900 is esimated a $3,325,479
and the expenditure a $3,219,859, leaving an
esimated bdance of $105620. In edimeting the
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expenditure the dallar has been taken & 1/11. The
Edimeates have been prepared with caution, and with a
rigid regard for economy. The various items of
increesed expend ture will be fully explaned in
Committee The edimate of Public Works
Extraordinary amounts to $331,100, or $163,000 less
than the gpproved Edimate of lagt year, but it ill
remans $96000 more then the amount actudly
expended in 1898. The works edimeated for are those
thet | condder modt pressing, and the amounts are as
large as can prudently be placed upon an etimeate of
expenditure basad upon the revenue as hown inthese
Edimaes but, & the finandd daemeant
accompanying the Edimateswill show. | hopeto have
a the end of the current year, induding a bdance, in
round figures, of $30,000 brought forward from last
year, a urplus of about $400,000 over the actud
expenditure, which will jugtify me in submitting to
you votes for further expenditure upon those works
thet gppear in the Edimates, or for such other pressng
works as have been gpproved by the Public Works
Committee The mogt pressing public work & the
present moment is the building for the New Law
Courts, which blocks the way for the improvement of
the Pogt Officg, a building entirdy inaufficient and
unsuited for the podd requirements of the Colony.
The plans for the Lav Courts were refurned on
January 21¢ to London with some suggestions for
improvements | have written urging thet they shdl be
sent out with the leest possble ddlay. The question of
the condruction of the Jubilee Road round Mourt
Davis has been referred to the Secretary of State for
the Calonies, and as His Excdlency Mgor-Generd
Gasooigne has somewhat modified hisviews asto the
military inexpediency of the road in deference to
grong public feding in its favour, | think it probeble
thet the condruction of thet section may be authorized,
a5 the objection that prevented my authority being
givenwasertirdy military. If those new and important
works be undertaken it gppears to me that the Public
Works Depatment will have as much work on its
hands as can be saidactorily menaged without
condderable additionsto the present Sff.

Theonly other item that calsfor especid noticeis
the increase of the vote for the expense of the
Volunteersfrom $12,000 to $30,000. Thisincreaseis
due mainly to an incressein the number of the Corps
from 185 to 304. The Corps now formsavaluable
addition to the effective armed forces of thecolony. In
April last the regiment gave timely and valuable
assigance andits patriotic spirit haslately been shown
by an offer to the Imperid Government of two officers
and fifty men for active servicein South Africashould
unhappily hostilities be forced upon us. While the
military authorities have not been ableto acoept ther
services | have been requested to convey to



the Hongkong Voluntears the high goprediaion by Her
Mg esty's Government of theloyd patriotiam thet prompted the
offer—an gppredation that will, | fed certan, be shared by
every member of the community. (Applause)

The following Bills will be submitted to you: —An
Ordinance to goply a sum not exceading Two million Sx
hundred and Eighty-one thousand Six hundred and Fifty-one
dallarsto the Public Sarvice of the year 1900. An Ordinance to
meake further provison for the sanitation of the colony and to
reped cartain enactments of the Closed Houses and Insanitary
Dwdlings ordinance, 18%4. An Ordinance for the
Naturdization of Sin Hip Pan, dias Sin Shii Fan, dias Sin Shiu
Kin, dias Sin Aing Kim. An Ordinance for the Naturdization
of Kwok Yung Kam diasKwok To Ka diasKwok Yung. An
Ordinance for the Naturdization of Ho Shun To dias Ho
Kwan Yuk, dias Ho Ping Un, dias Ho Tsoi. An Ordinance for
the Naturdization of Hu Choo, dias Hu Shun Tsun, dias Hu
Ping Fong, diass Hu Na Kwa. An Ordinance for the
Naurdization of Lo Kun Ting, dias Lo Fo, dias Lo Ching
Chiu, dias Lo Tiu Fui. An Ordinance to amend the Vagrancy
Ordinance, 1897. An Ordinance to amend the Rating
Ordinance, 1888. An Ordinance to amend the Crown Lands
Resumption Ordinance, 1839. An Ordinance to amend "The
Protection of Women and Girls Ordinance, 1897." | commend
them to your mogt careful condderation. Agan, | congratulate
you on the abounding progperity of the Colony, and | earmnestly
hope that your ddiberations may tend to the wdfare and
progressof the community.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

His ExceLLency the Governor—t is my duty to gppoint
thefollowing committees—

Finance—The Hon the Colonid Secretary (chairman) and
the whole of the rest of the Coundl with the exception of the
Governor.

Lav—TheHon Attorney-Generd (charman) and the Hon.

J. J Keswick, theHon. Dr. Ho Ka, theHon. E. R. Bdlilios and
theHon. Wa A Yuk.

PusLic Works—The Hon. Director of Public Works
(charman), the Hon. Colonid Treeaurer, the Hon, C. P Chater,
theHon. E, R. Bdlilios, and theHon. T. H. Whitehead.

THEAPPROPRIATION BILL.

The CoLoniaL Secretarv—1 - have the honour to move the
fira reading of aBill entitled An Ordinanceto goply asum not
exceeding Two million Six hundred and Eighty-one thousand
Six hundred and Fifty-one Dallars to the Public Service of the
year 1900. In moving thisfird reeding, | begto lay onthetable
the pgperswhich usudly accompany thisBill.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer seconded and the motion wes
caried.

THEINSANITARY PROPERTIESBILL.
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The AcTiNng ATTorRNEY-GENERAL— beg to move the firgt
reading of a Bill etitted An Ordinance to make further
provison for the Sanitation of the Colony and to reped certain
enactments of the Closed Houses and Insanitary Dwaellings
Ordinance, 1894. | may mention, dr, that this Bill takes the
places of a Bill which was reed afirg time in November lagt
year, and thet it isnot proposed to proceed further with thet Bill.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded and the motion wes
caried.

NATURALIZATION.

The following Bills passad ther second reading and went
into Committee and were reed athird time and passed—

Bill entitled An Ordinance for the Naturdization of Sn Hip
Pen, dias Sin Shu Fan, diasSin Shiu Kin, dias Sn Fing Kim.

Bill entitled An Ordinance for the Naturdization of Kwok
Yung Kam diasKwok To Kai dissKwok Ying.

Bill entitted An Ordinance for the Naurdization of Ho
Shun T'o, diasHo Kwan Yuk, diasHo Ping Un, dissHo Tsol.

Bill entitted An Ordinance for the Naurdization of Hu
Choo, dias Hu Shun Tsun, dias Hu Ping Fong, dias Hu Na
Kwal.

Bill entitled An Ordinancefor the Naturdization of Lo Kun
Ting, dissLo Fo, diasLo Ching Chiu, diasLo Tin Fui.

THEVAGRANCY ORDINANCE

The Acring Attorney-GeneraL—I beg to move the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinanceto amend the Vagrancy
Ordinance, 1897. As honourable memberswill seefrom the
"objects and reasons’ attached to the Bill, thisBill hasbeen
framed in accordance with ingructions which have been recaived
from the Secretary of State for the Coloniesin conseguence of
certain representationswhich were mede to him by the Board of
Trade. Clause 2 of this Bill effects rather an important
amendment to Ordinance 25 of 1897 by substituting anew
dausefor dause C of section 21 of thet Bill. Asdause C of that
Bill stands the shipmaster would beligble for the costs and
chargesasavagrant of any sailor other than aChinesewho is
discharged fromashipin thiscolony if such person becomesa
vagrant within aperiod of Sx monthsfromthe date of hisarive
in the colony, dtogether irrespective of thefact whether the
shipmagter had properly discharged thet sallor with the sanction
of the Superintendent of the Mercantile Marine Office or his
Deputy, and dso dtogether irregpective of the fact whether the
shipmester had made reasonable provision for the subsstence of
thet sailor who was discharged from his ship. | think it wasnot
unreasonably considered by shipownersthat that israther a
hardship upon the masters of ships and accordingly the



Board of Trade goproached the Secretary of State in this
meatter with the reult that it is proposed now, with the
sanction of the Secretary of Sate, to introduce anew dause
C to section 21, the new dause being dause 2 of this Bill.
Honourable members will see that an amendment is made
in theterm "sdilor," "seaman” being subgt tuted. The object
of that isto indlude any person employed or engaged in any
cgpadity on board ship (except medes, pilots and
goprentices) and not merdy persons engaged in the
navigdion of the ship. The fird amendment made by
dause 3 of the Bill is explaned in the statement of objects
and reasons and | do not think | need trouble the Coundil
with any remarks upon it. The second amendment mede by
daue 3 is of some importance, because it fees the
shipmester from his present responsihility for the solvency
of any person other than aChinesswhom helandsduring a
period of six months &fter he has landed them. As section
22 of Ordinence 25 of 1897 now dands it holds the
shipmester respongble for a period of Sx months, and thet
period has been druck out. With these observaions g, |
beg to move the second reading of theBill.

The CoLoniaL Secremary seconded, and the motion wes
caried.

The Bill having been considered dause by dause in
Committeeit wasread athird time and passed.

THE RATING ORDINANCE.

The Actine ATTorneY General—] beg, i, to move the
second reeding of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend
the Rating Ordinance, 1888.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER, in seconding, said—The Bill
was introduced a my suggestion on account of a recent
decison of the Pnisne Judge in the Supreme Court with
regard to lifts The Puisne Judge hdd that a lift weas
meachinery within the meaning of the Ordinance, and thet
& wuch it was not rateble, nor were the improvements
aisng from the use of that lift. We thought it was rather
hard that abuilding should be rated for very much lessthen
itsproper vaue, and that isthe object of the Bill.

Carried.

The Acring ATTorNEY-GeneraL—(Who having looked
through the Bill thought the wording required further
congderaion)— propose we go into committee on this
Bill & the next meeting of the Coundil.

CROWN LANDSRESUMPTION ORDINANCE

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GeneraL—] beg to move the
second reeding of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend
the Crown Lands Rewumption Ordinance, 1889.
Honourable members will see from the "objects and
reasons' atached to the Bill that the object of dause 2 of
this Bill isto amend the preamble to Ordinance 23 of 1839
in such away as to make it dear that the acquistion or
resumption of land or buildings may be effected for any
"public purpose’ as define | by dause 3 of this Bill. The
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object of the amendment introduced by sub-section (i.) of
dause 3 of this Bill is to make it dear thet the expresson
"land" indludes buildings, and d <0 to dear up any posshle
ambiguity as to Ordinance 23 of 1839 being capeble of
goplication to the New Territories The object of sub-
section (ji.) of deause 3 of this Bill is—(a.) to meke it clear
that resumption indudes acquistion, and (b.) to definewhat
is meant by a "public purpose” Clause 4 of the Bill
introduces asmal amendment in the language of section 3
of Ordinance 23 of 1889 which is required for the purpose
of bringing thewording of that sectioninto linewith section
14. Clause 5 of the Bill introduces a amdl amendment in
section 14 of Ordinance 23 of 1889 with the object of
bringing that section into line with the definition contained
indause3of thisBill.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the motion was
caried.

TheBill having been consgdered in committee dause by
dausewasread athird time and passed.

THE PROTECTION OFWOMEN AND GIRLS

The Acting ATTorRNEY GENERAL—YOUr Excdlency, since
the las meding of the Coundl the Bill entited an
Ordinance to amend the Protection of Women and Girls
Ordinance, 1897, hes been reprinted with dl the
amendments mede in Committee and drculaed to
honourable members. Unless it is the dedre of any
honourable member that the Bill should be further
conddered, | proposeto move the third reeding asit sands.
| beg to proposethe third reading of the Bill.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded and the motion was
carried and the Bill reed athird time and passed.

THEADJOURNMENT.

His ExceLency the Governor— adjourn the Coundil
until this day fortnight so tha members will have an
opportunity of consdering the Estimates in the meantime.
If & the end of that time honourable members reguire any
further time for consideration | shdl be very glad to met
their views But | hope that by the end of that time you will
have hed timeto condder the Edimates

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee wasthen hed, the
Colonid  Secretary  predding.  The  following
recommendations of His Excdlency the Governor were
agreed to—

To vote a sum of one thousand and three hundred
ddlarsinad of thevote" Steam-aunches, other charges”

The CHairman explained that the Harbour Master
reported an increased expenditure of



cod thisyear necesstating anincreesein thevote.

To vote a sum of one hundred and fifty-five
thousand five hundred and twenty-nine dollars to
cover expenses incurred in the New Territory for the
current yesr.

The CrHairman explained that honourable members
would remember that at the last meet-of the Council
but one, a statement of expenditure actual and
edimated for theyear 1899 in connectionwith thenew
Territory waslaid onthetable, and that such estimate
amounted to $346,629,17. Of thet sum $1™ 1,61 for
generd expenditure and $91,100 for launches making
atotal of 191,100 had already been voted by
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the Coundil and the object of the the vote of to-day
wasto supply thebaance.

To vote a sum of two thousand dollars in aid of
thevote"Maintenance of Sewers”

The Crarvan Observed that the engineer in
charge of sawers dated that the extenson of sawers
in dl parts of the city had rapidly gone aheed, and
that in the early part of the year 159 broken gulley
trgps were replaced by new ones a acost of $1,000.
There had aso been agreat ded of trouble owing to
the roots of trees going into the sawers, and particular
atention had been given to the sawers during the
epidemic of plague.

Thiswasdl thebusness




