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20H NOVEMBER. 1899.

PrESENT:—

His ExceLLency the Governor (Sir HEnry
BLAKE, G.CM.G).

His ExceLLency Mgor-Genard GASCOIGNE,
C.M.G. (Commanding the Troops).

The Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHaRT, CM.G.
(Colonid Secretary).

Hon. H. E Pollock (Acting  Attorney-
Gengd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Mader).

Hon. E H. May, CMG. (Cgtan
Superintendent of Police).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).
Hon. R. D. Orvssy (Director of Public Works).
Hon. C. P. CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKAl.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios, CM.G.

Hon. WE A Yuk.

Hon. J. J Keswick.

Mr. R. F. Jonnston (Acting Clerk of Councils).

FANANCIAL MINUTES

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY lad on the table
finandd minutes Nos. 20 to 24 and moved that
they bereferred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER saconded and the
motion was carried.

A CORRECTED STATEMENT.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER (in laying on the
table "Finandd returns accompanying the draft
edimates for 1900") sad—I have to request
honourable members to acoept this amended
gaement in place of one lad on the table some
weeks ago. Therewas an unfortunate derica error
which made the etimated bdance of assats & the
end of this year larger than it should have been. |
may sy however, that Since this atement was
mede out indicgtions show that the origind
bdance of $413000 odd will be more than
exceedad a theend of theyear.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—IN Cconnection
with the corrected gatement laid on the table, it
appears from the Satement dated 13th March that
the bdance of assets on the 31st December lagt
year was $213000 odd, but | see tha in
thestatement dated 29th September the baance of
asxts a 319 December 1898 had increased to
$251,000 odd. The daement as it dands is
incomprehengble and unintdligible without some
explanation. There cannot be two different
bdances of assets on the same date. Either one or
the other mugt be wrong. An explanation should
have been given in the gatement. There can only
be one bdance of assats on afixed date.



The CoLoniaL TrReasurer—This is the form in which it

has been published before. However, | will have the matter
looked into.

The Hon. T. H. WHiteHeab—In the datement dated
13th March there is an item "Less badance of 1893 loans
$123,000." It would be a matter of very gredt intered to
members of the Coundil if in connection with the estimetes
for next year a datement were provided giving detals of
the expenditure on each public work for which the money
was borrowed, and whether thereisany badance of the loan
remaining.

The CoLoniaL TREasuRER—Thet can begiven.

QUESTIONS

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeab— rise to ask the questions
of which | have given natice and which stand inmy name.

The quesionswere asfollow:—

(1) With reference to the report dated 9%th May ladt of
the Princpd Civil Medicd Officar, which gives the
number of firg dass private paying patients as 65 for 1896,
53 for 1897, and 58 for 1898, will the Honourable the
Colonid Secretary lay on the table astatement shewing the
average number of days the sad patients occupied the
Hospitd in each of those years the aggregate amount of
money received in eech of those years from fird dass
private paying patients, and the esimated actud cod to
Government of each of thesad first dass patients?

(2)) Will the Honourable the Director of Public Works
lay on the table a satement shewing the area and the
etimated vaue of theland a "Mountain Lodge" on which
it is proposed to et a UmMmer resdence for His
Excdlency the Governor?

The CoLoniAaL SecreTARY, replying to the fird quedtion,
sad—In reply to this question | beg to lay upon theteblea
datement giving the informaion desred, with the
exception of that asked for in thelagt portion of the question.
With regard to this, the Prindipd Civil Medicd officer
reportsthat to obtain theinformation asked for would entall
much labour, and the employment of aspedd derk, owing
to the fact that the diet, extras, medicines &c., vary each
day with eech petient, and to the difficulty of determiningin
accurate proportions the cogt of the medicd nursing and
dericd g4 respectively. The gatement now lad on the
tablewill beprinted if honourable membersso dedire

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneao—The items in question are
0 very limited thet | do not think it isnecessary to go tothe
expense of printing them; only | think they might be given
to the Pressfor information of the public.

The Director oF PueLic Works—The reply to the
second quedtion is as fdlows The areait is proposad to
retain round Mountain Lodge is about 14 acres, mogt if not
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dl of which wes probably consdered the policy of the
former building. Fully 12 acres is within the Pokfulam
drainage area and therefore unsdegble. The remainder is
stegp and rocky and may be vaued a $5,000.

THEINSANITARY PROPERTIESBILL.

The Coundl went into Committee on the Bill entitled an
Ordinance to make further provison for the sanitation of
the Colony and to reped certain enactments of the Closed
Housesand Insanitary Dwellings Ordinance, 18%4.

The consideration of dauses 7 and 8 had been left over.
Clause7 asorigindly printed reed asfollows—

(a)) Every exiding domedtic building must be provided
with an open gpacein the rear, by opening out on eech floor
onehdf of the entire goace intervening between the
principd room or rooms and the main wall & the back of
such building as well as the corresponding portion of rodf,
unless auch building is dreedy provided with an open and
unobstructed backyard of & least fifty squarefest inarea

(b)) For the purposes of this section any domedtic
buildings having two main frontages in different Sredts
(other then corner houses) shdl be regarded as two
domedtic buildings.

(c) The Govemor-in-Council shdl have power, in
specid cases, to modify the foregoing reguirements where
such modification may gppear necessary.

(d.) In no casemay any obstructionswhatever be placed
or erected in these open spaces, with the exception of a
bridge or covered way on each storey not exceeding three
feat 9x inchesin width when such bridges are necessary as
ameansof accessto any part of the domestic building.

The AcTing ATToRNEY-GENERAL—The amendment |
haveto proposefirst of dl isthat the following words he
added to sub-section a of clause 7:—"A window or
windows, having atotd areadear of thewindow frames of
at leest one-twentieth of thefloor areaof the principa room
or roomsof such building, shal be provided opening into
such open space. The areaof such window or windows
shall not be included in calculating the window area
required by sub-section (&) of section 8 of Ordinance No.
15 of 1894." That, sir, is the amendment which has been
circulated to honourable members. | think, perhaps, it
would beimproved if after the word "provided” the words
"upon every floor" wereinserted. | think, s, that will bea
very desirable provision to introduce into this Bill. |
understand that there is going to be a good deal of
discussion uponit. | understand it isgoing to be contended
that thiswould betoo greet aprovison to mekeat therear
of someof these domestic buildings, but | would point out
that in caseswhere there would be any hardship caused by
such a provision as this it is open to



the Governor-in-Council, under sub-sction ¢ of dause 7,
to modify the requirements where such modification may
gppesar Necessary.

The Director of PusLic Works— have looked into this
question, and | think that wha is proposed by the
Honourable the Adting Attorney-Generd would provide
for amuch larger window than is necessary, and awindow
which in very many cases it would be impossble to put
into thewad|. Teke aroom of quite an average Sze—30 feet

1
by 13— fed, or 405 square fegt. To provide a window
2

one-twentieth of the floor areawould meen awindow five
feet by four. Thewadl abutting on to this open space would
only be the hdf of 13 feet 9x inches In many cases it
would only be six feet or seven feet, and to put awindow
five by four in such a wal would be scarcdy possble
There would not be sufficient wall to hold the window. It

1
would beal window and nowall. Inaroom40by 13—
2

it would be more difficuit till, and there are many roomsin
the colony—in places like Bonham Strand—larger then
that. | think it is not desirable we should have an immense
number of exceptions to this rule and gppeds condantly
meade to the Governor in Coundil or to the Sanitary Board
for exemption. It would be much better to have a generd
rule. With that in view | have prepared the following
amendment:—Theat & the end of sub-section a of dause 7
the following words be added— "And must be provided
on every floor with a window of a least ten square feat
supeficid area opening into such open gpace The area of
such window shdl not be induded in cdculaing the
window area required by sub-section a of section 8 of
Ordinance 15 of 1894." A window of ten square fest
means awindow of four feet by two and ahdf, whichisa
very repectable window indeed to a bed-room—auite
enough to admit light and air into aroom. In my opinion it
would be quite big enough window in dl the cases where
suchwindows are reguired.

The Acting AttorneY-General—1 would like to hear
what the Captain Superintendent of Policethinksabout it.

The CapraiN SUPERINTENDENT oF Poiice —I think the
window propased by the Director of Public Works would
besafficient.

The Hon. C. P Charer— think a very big window
would be a great misteke. If you indgt on a very lage
window the chances are that it would never be opened. It
would be permanently dosed, and, therefore, would not be
the means of admitting more air into the room; wheress if
you put in awindow of the Sze suggested by the Director
of Public Worksthe chances arethat it would nearly aways
be kept open.

The amendment suggested by the Director of Public
Workswas accepted and passed.

TheHon. T. H. WHiteneab— proposethat a theend of
sub-section b of dause 7 these words be added—"'If the
entire depth from frontage to frontage exceeds 50 feet.” The
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provigons of sub-section b & it dands would be
unressonable. | think that buildings with a frontage to
frontage under 50 ft. should not be regarded as two
domedtic buildings.

The Acting ATTorNEY-General — Would not sub-
section ¢ meat the case? | presumethe housesreferred to by
the honourable member are the houses between Jervois
Street and Queen's Road.

TheHon. T. H. WHiteneab—Yes, and any cthers

The Hon. C. P Crarer—If it is lad down in the
Ordinanceit will be better. Architectswill then know what
they have towork upon.

His ExcaLLency the Govervor—Oh yes; | think it will
be better to haveit in the Ordinance.

The Harsour Masrer—Would it not be better to have
the words "other then come housss' dter the firg
"building" indead of wherethey are?

HisExca.Lency the Govervor— think it would be.
The amendmentswere adopted.

The Hon. T. H. WHimeneab—! would suggest that efter
the word "The" a the commencement of sub-section b the
words "The Santary Board with the consant of the' be
inserted.

The CoLoniAL Secrerary— do not see any objection to
the adoption of the proposed amendment. It practicdly
amountsto the samething.

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneap—t is extremdy unlikely
that the Governor would not approve of what the Sanitary
Board had recommended.

The amendment was adopted and dso the insertion of
thewords"of thissection” after theword "reguirements”

Clause 8 was then conddered. As orgindly printed it
reedsasfollows—

"(a) Every domedtic building heredfter erected in this
Colony (except in cases provided for by section 66 of the
Public Hedth Ordinance, 1887, or coming within theterms
of Artides of Agreement under the Praya Redamation
Ordinance, 1889) shdl be provided with an open space in
the rear in accordance with thefollowing scde—

Housesnot exceeding 40 feet in
depth, for each foot of width --------—---—-- 8qquarefed.

Houses exceeding 40 feet but not
exceeding 50 fet in depth, for
eachfoot of width -------—------—-—----—— 10squerefed.

Houses exceeding 50 feet but not
exceeding 60 fet in depth, for
eech foot of width --------------------—--- 12 qquarefedt.

Houses exceeding 60 feet in depth,
for each foot of width -—-----—------—-—--— 14 quarefed.



"In no casamay any obgtructions whatever be placed or
erected in these open spaces, with the exception of abridge
or covered way on each sorey not exceeding three feet Sx
inches in width when such bridges are necessary as a
meansof accessto any part of the domestic building:

"Provided dways tha when the owners of a block of
buildings agree to make and do make a lane opening at
ther end upon a public sredt, and free from obstruction
throughout both verticdly and horizontdly, the foregoing
requirementsshdl be modified asfollows

Housesnot exceading 40 feet in
depth: alanenot lessthen ----—----—-----—-—-—- 6fet wide

Houses exceading 40 feet but not
exceading 50 feat in depth: alane

not lessthen 8fetwide

Houses exceeding 50 feet but not
exceading 60 feet in depth: a
lanenot lessthen

Houses exceeding 60 feet in depth:
alanenot lessthan 13fest wide

(b)) In computing the depth of a domedtic building for
the purposes of this section the depth of the kitchen shall be
included in the computation of such depth in every case
except when such kitchen is separated from the principa
room or rooms of such building by an open backyard of at
least Six feet in depth extending the entirewidth of the back
of such building and unobstructed except by a bridge on
eech floor not morethan threefet Sx incheswide™”

11 fest wide.

The Acting ATTorney-General — After the words
"domestic building" & the end of the third paragrgph of
sub-section (@) intended to insert the words which have
been dirculated to honourable members and do & the end
of dausea. | propose thet the words just added to dause 7
on the suggestion of the Director of Public Works he added
indeed.

This was adopted, and ds0 the suggestions of the
Acting ATTorNEY-GENERAL t0 subtitute "both ends® for
"dther end" and "thorough-fare’ for "dredts’ in the same
sub-section, paragraph 4.

The Acting ATToRNEY-GeneraL—IN dause 14 | think it
would bean improvement if after the word "person” inline
one the following words were inserted: —"And the
secretary or maneger for the time being of any.” That will
involve as consequentiad amendmentsthat in line 9 insteed
of "the offender" "such person, secretary, or manager”
should be subdtituted and thet in the lagt line but one of the
firg paragreph indead of “the offender” “"such person,
scretary, of manger' should be subdiituted. Then thet
paragraph will reed:— Every person, and the secretary or
manager for the time being of any company, or corporation
committing an offence againg this Ordinance in repect of
which no pendlty is otherwise provided by this Ordinance
shdl beliable, upon summary conviction, to pay afine not
exceading fifty dollars and in default of payment thereof to
imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not
exceading one month, and in any case wherein theopinion
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of the Magidrate the offence is likey to be continued, the
Magistrate may require such person, sscretary, or manager
to comply with this Ordinance within such time as he may
direct and may inflict a further pendty not exceeding five
ddllars for every day after such date, during which such

person, secretary, or manager shdl fail soto comply.

These amendments were agreed to and the Coundl
resumed.

THEESTIMATES

The next item on the agenda was—"'Committee on the
Bill entitled an Ordinance to goply a sum not exceeding
two million sx hundred and eighty-one thousand six
hundred and fifty-one dallars to the public sarvice of the
year 1900."

The CoLoniaL Secretary proposed that this item be
discharged. He added thet it had been origindly intended to
have amedting of the Finance Committee a half-past two,
but it was postponed, and members were not yet ready to
procesd with the Bill.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer Seconded and the motion was
caried.

The Coundl then adjourned until Thursday week, the
meeting of the Finance Committee for the consideration of
the Bill mentioned by the Colonid Secretary being fixed
for the previous day.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

A mesting of the Finance Committee wasthen held, the
Colonid Secretary presiding.

The Crarvian said thefirst minute was onein which the
Governor Recommended the Council to vote a sum of
$1,400 in ad of the following votes—Provison for
Prisoners $900.00, Fud and Sogp $6500.00, Totd
$1,400.00.

Caried.

The Crairvan said the next minute was one in which
the Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of
$4,0190.95, in ad of the following votes—Provisons
$2,800.00. Medicd Comforts $200.00, Fud and Light
$300.00, Washing $60,00, Incidenta Expenses $400.00,
Cod for Hedth Officer's Launch $130.00, Repairs for
Launch $129.95, Totd $4,019.95. He added thet the
Principa Civil Medicd Officer explained thet the excessin
provisons and medicd comforts was causad by the
increasein the number of patients, there being 120 more up
to the 312 October than in the corresponding period last
year. Then more money had had to be paid for milk owing
to the outbresk of rinderpest having obliged the Hospitd to
go to afresh placefor milk.

Caried.



The CHaIRMAN Said the next minute was onein
which the Governor recommended the Coundil to
vote a sum of $7,700, in ad of the vote
"Tdegrams sent and recaived by Government.”
This increese had been chiefly caused by
telegrams sent in connection with the Kowloon
extengon, the Wes River, and other matters.

Caried.

The CHaIRMAN sad the next item was one in
which the Governor recommended the Council to
vote a sum of $14,000 for the purchese of ams
and other stores for the Palice Force. It had been
conddered dedrable to re-arm the Police Force
with the Martini-Enfidd carbine.

Answering the Hon. T: H. WHITEHEAD, the
CaPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLice sad the old
carbines were practicaly worn out and would not
redisemuchif offered for de
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The CHairvan— am aureif wecan get agood
pricefor them weshdl do so.

Caried.

The CHaRMAN sad the next item was one in
which the Governor recommended the Council to
vote a sum of $27,000, in ad of the fallowing
xotes in the Sanitary Department.— Incidentad—
Conveyance Allowance $250.00, Uniform for
Staff $650.00 Electric Lighting of Centrdl Market
$1,20000 Waering Sreds, $600.00, Totd
$2,700.00.

Caried.

Thewasdl thebusness




