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220 NOVEMBER, 1899.

PrESENT—

Hon. H. E Pouock (Acing  Attorney-
Gengd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Mader).

Hon. F H. Mar, CMG. (Captan
Superintendent of Police).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Tressurer).
Hon. R. D. Orvssy (Director of Public Works).
Hon. C. P CHATER.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. J. J Keswick.

Mr. R. F. Jonnston (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

The CHAIRMAN—AS honourable members are
aware, the object of this meeting of the Finance
Committee is to condder the items in the
Edimaes under the head "Public Works
Extreordinary.” At the last meeting but one of the
Finance Committee a the reques of the
honourable unofficia members the consderation
of theseitems was postponed.

MEMORANDUM FROM THE UNOFHCIAL
MEMBERS

TheHon C. P CHatER—Mr. Chairman, before
we proceed with these itemsin rotation | may
mention that the unofficial members have given
this matter their utmost care and attention and
have come to the condlusion that amemorandum
from them to the Council would betheright thing
to do. This memorandum | have here now, and

having submitted it to you and obtained your
permission | will now place it upon the table. |
may aso mention, Mr. Chairman, thet itissgned
by dl the unofficid members with the exception
of the honourable member who represents the
Chamber of Commence. He will no doubt in due
course explain to you the reason why he has not
Sgnedit.

Thememorandum in question reads asfallows

"Memorandum by the undersigned unofficid
Membersof the Legidative Coundil of Hongkong,
regarding the Edimates for Public Works
Extraordinary of 1900.

"1—We have carefully sudied the estimates
for the coming year in the light of His Excdlency
the Governor's speech @ the medting of the
Legidative Coundil held on the 11th October lagt,
and it is with great stisfaction we observe that,
notwithstanding the large expenditure which has
dready been incurred in connection with the
taking over of the New Territory, there will ill
remain a baance of revenue over expenditure of
no less than $400,000 (induding last year's
badance) a the end of the current yeer.

"2—When thisistaken in conjunction with the
fact that within the pagt five years the resumption
of Tapingshan has been caried out & a cogt of
over $850,000, defrayed entirdy out of reserve,
and of which but afractiond part has as yet been
returned to the Tressury, the result is dill more
satidfactory.

"3—Fortunatdy, the sdes of land have been
large, and have in a grest measure engbled this
surplus to be atained, and we desire to impress
upon. His Excdlency the necessity for expending
during the coming yeer this surplus upon current
and important Public Works within the limits of
the colony exclusve of the New Territory.

"4 —Whilst we are ready to concede that
certain of the contemplated worksin the New



Territory may be defrayed out of the generd revenue, we
are most decidedly of opinion that the principa works for
developing it should be provided for by aL.oan.

"The publicworksin thisidand have been long deferred
for want of funds and now that they are avalddle for
proceeding with the most important of these workswe fed

bound to deprecate, in the srongest manner, any proposa
to divert such fundsto any other purposewhatever.

"5—In his gpeach His Excdlency dluded to the works
which had been gpproved by the Public Works Committee
as among those to be undertaken next yeer and paid for out
of the surplus. A referenceto thelist of these works shows
thet the three most important are connected with extensions
of the Waterworks.

"6. The necessity for undertaking these works
immediatdy has been demondrated by the repested
introduction, year after year, of the intermittent supply,
which occursjust a the period when an bundant supply is
most urgently needed, namely, when plague begins to
make its gopearance. Though extensons have recently
been caried out, expeience has shown them to be
inaUffident, and a reference to the satements published
monthly in the newspapers shows that the consumption is
ever on the increese. From the latest retum, this incresse
amountsto 8 per cent. over the corresponding period of last
year, and no time should therefore be logt in carrying out
further extensions.

"7 —The congruction of roadsis dso ametter of grest
importance. The rapidity with which stes have been taken
up dong the roads recently congtructed is the best proof not
only of the necessty but of the sound policy from a
finandid standpoint of proceeding with the roads projected.

"In connection with this subject it may be worth
congdering whether the Government should not give the
utmost encouragement to any scheme for connecting the
centre of Victoria with the esstern or western suburbs by
tramwaysin order the better to providefor the expansion of
the dity and the provision of house accommodation.

"8.—The importance of housing the Police Force
auitably is one thet should not be overlooked, and the
provison of quarters for the married members of the force
should be made as soon as practicable. Meantime we
welcome the proposd to erect a Police Saion for the
Western Didtrict, which haslong been greatly nesded.

"9—Anocther work of the most urgent importance for
the wdl-being of the colony is the provision of adequate
Latrine acommodation throughout the dty, which we
regard as one of the meesures to be adopted for combating
plague We are of opinion thet at least Six latrines should be
procesded with a once, two of which should befor women.
There can be no doubt thet such provison will tend to
make the houses of the poor more wholesome, and will
thus have a dutary effect on the hedlth of the community
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generdly.

"10—Two minor works which we desire to see carried
out without delay are the completion of the improvements
of the Recredion Ground a Happy Veley, and the
provision of aproper chair shelter a the Pesk.

"11—Asregardsthe former, aconsderable areaof land
has been 0ld in recet years in the immediae
neighbourhood, on which houses have been built, and the
improvements referred to will, it is hoped, tend to
overcome the maaria for which this didrict has hed a bad
reputation in the pest, besdes rendering the ground
availablefor purposss of recreation.

"12—The char shdter may be sad to be a necessity
from a humanitarian point of view. In the city, coolies can
genegdly find refuge from sun or ran benegth the
numerous verandahs and trees, and a Kowloon a shdter
has been in exigencefor some years; but a the Pegk, where
the effects of the weather are much more severdy fdt than
dsawhere, there is absolutdy no protection whetever
except what isprovided by the present open matshed.

"13—The desirability of a once proceeding with the
congruction of the new Law Courts has been dluded to in
His Excdlency's gpeech. Seaing that this work will take

seveard years to complete, it cannat be too strongly urged
that thework should be put in hand immediatdly.

"The projected new Pogt Office is even more urgently
needed. We are of opinion thet this work should on no
account be ddayed until the completion of the new Law
Courts, but thet its condruction should be commenced &
thesametimeif possble

"14—\Weare pleased to note thet thereisalikdihood of
the Jubilee Road being procesded with ere long—a work
which we regard & of condderable importance in
providing an outlet for the ever growing population.

"15—With these large and important Public Works in
prospedt, irrepective of those required inthe New Territory,
we view with concem His Excdlency’s remarks regarding
the stf of the Public Works Department. It isstated in His
Excdlency's speech that the Esimates provide $96,000
more then wes expended by the Depatment on
Extreordinary Public Works in 1898, but these Edtimates
provide only a moiey of the sums which we consder
should be expended to enable the works referred to being
caried out with despatch, whilst some of them are totaly
unprovided for.

"16.—In view of this we are surprised to find that
notwithstanding the great amount of additiond work which
must be entailed on this Department by the New Territory,
the Public Works Estimates actudly show adiminished



expenditure as compared with 1899. We are dill further
aurprised to find thet the contemplated reduction is in the
Enginexring Sf, which is surdy rather in nead of
augmentation on His Excdlency's own showing.

"17—When we consider that in 1890 asum of $94,420
was vated for this Department as compared with $91,402
in the Estimates under condderaion, we are il further
convinoed of theinadequecy of the present S&ff.

"18.—Tha this Depatment, with which the vitd
interests of the colony as regards sanitation, water supply,
and development generdly are so insgparably bound up,
should undergo reduction & such a time, we condder a
serious metter, and we eamestly urge upon His Excdlency
to take immediate Steps to put the Department on afooting
commensuratewith its extended duties

"19.—We would suggest to His Excdlency the
desirability of gppointing a Committee to invedtigate and
report on the quedtion of the g&ff of the Public Works
Department, and we meke this proposal because, as we
have dreedy dated, the policy hitherto hes been to Sarve
our Public works, and we recognize the importance of
providing a g&ff sufficient to carry on the large works now

impending.”

The Crairvian—Does the honourable member who hes

not dgned the memorandum wish to meke avy
explanation?

The Hon. T. H. WHiteHeab—| prefer to leave my
remarks until later on.

The CHarvan—With regard to this memorandum,
which the senior unofficid member dlowed me to see
before this mesting, | will lay it before His Excelency the
Governor, who will no doubt ded withiit & the mesting of
the Coundil to behdd to-morrow.

The Hon. C. P Crater—It wes the intention of the
honoureble members tha a copy of the memorandum
should be forwarded to the Secretary of Sate for the
Colonies

The Crairvan—I think there can be no doubt whetever
thet His Excdlency will forward acopy to the Secretary of
Sate for the Colonies As | have sad, | will lay it before
His Excdlency, who will no doubt ded with it to-morrow,
when the estimates will be finaly consdered. | propose, if
honoureble members are agreesble, that we now proceed
with thevariousitems.

THEHON. T. H. WHITEHEAD PROPOSESAN
AMENDMENT.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeHeab—! beg to movethat the vote
in the 1900 Egtimatesfor "Public Works Extraordinary” be
referred back to the Departments concerned for
reconsideration and to be remodelled, The Treasurer's
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Financial Returnsin their amended form which
acoompanied the dreft Edimates are unintdligibleand cannot
be correct. The find settlement of the Appropriation Bill
should be postponed until these accountsare deared up. The
asdsavaladlefor Public Works Extreordinary in 1900 are
much larger than theamount in the Edtimates proposed to be
expended. | respectfully submit that the money proposed to
be voted is not properly applied, asthere are many very
urgent and most important works omitted but which demend
immediate attention and should be specialy provided for.
Theactud esstsavalablea theend of 1900isthe estimated
aurplus on 31 proximo—say $400,000, plusthe estimeted
surplusrevenue over the ordinary expenditure during next
year—say $436,000, or an aggregate of $336,000. According
tothe Edimatesthereisonly to be expended during 1900 the
sum of $331.100. on Public Works Extraordinary. | think the
Government would have been fully judtified in asking the
Council to sanction the expenditure of say 5 or even
$600,000. The Public Works are, in order of theirimportance
and urgency, ldtrines shdlter for char-codliesat the Pegk, the
peedy extension of our means of obtaining, storing and
digributing water, aPogt Officg, &c. Morepublic latrinesand
the extenson of water upply are dbsolutdy necessary for the
welfare of the community. Yet on latrinesit isproposed to
spend only $5,000; only $15,000 for increasing the water
upply; nothing a al on the chair-coolie shelter a the Pesk,
and nothing on aNew Pog Office. Thelarines should be put
in hand and finished before the end of next yeer. | earnestly
urge that avote be taken for the full amount requisite to
completethem during 1900. | regret to note the reductionin
the staff of the Public Works Department. It should be
increased and not reduced. In reply to aquestionin
connection with jerry buildings put to the honourable
Director of Public Works on the 4th of October last, the
honourable member sad:—"'I haveread the artidesreferred
to and think there isfoundation for the allegations. The
powers possessed by my Department are defined in the
Ordinances 15 of 1889 and 25 of 1891. An officer of the
Depatment, assisted by an overseey, ingpects building works
in progress. The exceptional amount of such work inthe
colony a present makes an increaein the saff necessary if
thiswork of supervisionisto bethroughly performed. The
métter is engaging the attention of the Government.” The
gt of the Department should beincreased. If the staff isnat
strong enough it would be true economy to obtain additiona
engineers equal to carrying out urgently needed and
important public works, as was done with the Tytam
Resaviour. If thes&ff isnot sufficient to dowhat isnecessary
it is not too late to vote a considerable temporary or
permanent increase. | suggest that a vote be asked for
extreordinary saff. | do not propose a present to move, asl
had intended at onetimeto do, the rgection of the votesfor
Public Worksin theNew Territory, asthey ought to begone
on with. | think, however, that the large outlay



for Police Sations, roads &c., necessay for the
opening up of the New Territory for profiteble use
should be met by means of a Siver Loan. It would be
inequitable and impalitic to charge the colony's revenue
with the cogt of developing the New Territory, acquired
& much in Impeid a in Colonid interets—
inequitable because the present generation will derive
smdl bendfit therefrom; impalitic inesmuch as the
deverson of the colony's revenue will retard the
congruction of urgently needed public works adready
unduly delayed. It is my intention to submit to the
Council aresolution on the subject of a Silver Loan a
no very digant date.

The CapraiN SUPERINTENDENT oF PoLice — Will
members have an opportunity of looking over this
memorandum?

The CHairvan—Certainly. It has been laid on the
tableand will be mede public.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Ka— think it is the rule that in
committee a motion need not be seconded and thet
anyone can spesk on the maotion.

The CHaARMAN—That iS 0.

THEHON. DR HOKAI'SVIEWS

TheHon. Dr. HoKa—With your permisson, then, |
should like to make a few remarks The honourgble
member who has just gpoken has dluded to severd
inportant public works. | think you will find tem in full
detail urged upon His Excellency in our memorandum.
The honoursble mem ber for the Chamber of
Commerce did not see fit to Sgn that memor andum,
but dl thet he has urged you will find urged in the
memorandum, the only difference being with regard to
the rdative importance of the different works. We
regard dl the works enumerated in the memorandum,
and which he has dso dluded to, asbeing urgent public
workswhich should be undertaken & once It isdifficult
to say which of them is more important than another.
All we say is thet everyone of them is of very great
importance, and we urge upon the Government that hey
should spend the entire surplus they have in hand in the
immediate execution of these public works We dso
wish His Excdlency to forward a copy of our
recommendations to the Right Hon. the Secretary of
Sate for the Colonies, 0 thet the new Law Courts and
the new Pog Office should be at once taken in hand. |
do nat think there is any disagreement between the
unofficia members with regard to the public works in
question, which his refusd to sgn would seem to
indicate. | want to state thisditinctly, because otherwise
it may be thought that there was a Flit in the camp.
Redly we were unanimous on the subject, and | think
the only reason for his refusng to sgn was tha he
wished to put one public work as more importart than
another. With regard to the mation, | think it isusdless. |
believe tha His Excdlency the Governor is quite as
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anxious as we are to forward public works, and as we
have now alarge surplus, which will fulfil the condition
imposed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies—
namdy, that we must have a surplus of over $100,000
before undertaking any extraordinary public works of
any magnitude—every effort will be madeto push them
forward. We shdl have a good baance next year and
we have a baance dready in hand of over $400,000.
and under these circumdtances | think we arejudtified in
desiring to have dl the important public works gone on
with @ once As | have dready sad, | think His
Excdlency the Governor is quite as anxious as
oursdves that these public works should be taken in
hand, and | think the memorandum just laid before the
committee will receive every condderaion from His
Excdlency and will recaive his cordid support, sothat |
do not fed judtified in supporting the amendment of the
honourable member for the Chamber of Commence.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—1 should like to know
how the honourable member for the Chamber of
Commence arives a the balance of $800,000.

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneap—According to the
Governor's opening gpeech therewill be asurplusat the
end of this yeer of about $400,000. The ordinary
expenditure for next year isedimated at $2,888,000 and
the revenue a $3,300,000. If you take the ordinary
expenditure from the gross revenue you will find that
there is a surplus of $436,000 available for Public
Works Extraordinary. $400,000 and $436,000 make up
$336,000in the aggregate. If you refer to page six of the
Esimates you will find the figures there. | submit that
the Government would be judtified in asking the
Coundil to vate a much larger sum than $330,000 for
public works during the next yesr.

The Crairman—Do you think we should be justified
invoting this $436,000 surplusin addition to the sum of
$331,100? Thisin round figures would amount to about
$800,000.

TheHon T H WHiteHeab— would not go so far as
thet, but | think the Government would be judtified in
asking $600,000 instead of $400,000.

The CoLoniAL TReasURER observed thet the revenue
being larger than the expenditure the money would be
il in hand and would be available for supplementd
votesduring the year.

The Crairvan—Although no account is taken of it
in the Esimates, the surplus, as the Colonid Treasurer
has pointed out, will be available. His Excdlency the
Governor, in hisopening remarks, informed the Council
thet it was hisintention to expend that surplus on public
works. That remark was made by His Excdlency in his
opening speech to the Council, as honourable members
will remember.



The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeaD—I quite recollect His
Excdlency's satement and remarks, but dl the same |l think
the Government would bejudtified in asking the Coundl to
vote theincreased amount which | have mentioned.

The CHairvan remarked that it was impossible to bring
forward an esimate showing an expenditure in excess of
therevenue

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeaD—BULt in the one cae it is
practicdly an assured surplus, wheress you are dedling with
one far digant which might not be redised. There being
such alarge bdance a the end of thisyear together with the
baance from lagt year would judtify the Government in
asking the Coundil to expend that money in the course of
next year on urgently needed public works which have
been unduly deayed.

The CHairvan—Hlis Excdlency the Governor, as| have
informed the Council, purposes to proceed with these
urgent public works and to gpply to the Coundil for
upplementary votes. | noticed that in the memorandum
prepared by the unofficid members the "policy of sarving
public works' is refarred to. It is only fair to point out thet
the dday in carrying out public works has in a grest
measure been due to thefact thet the colony hasbeen caled
upon to meet very heavy unforeseen expenditure owing to
the frequent visitations of plague, and this unforessen
expenditure has been met without any corresponding
increase in taxation. Money which if these sad events had
not occurred would have been availddle for public works
had to be expended in messures taken to check the

epidemicsof plague.

TheHon. T. H. WHiteHeao—BLt if it is the intention of
the Government and His Excdlency to expend that money,
the stff of the Public Works Department indeed of being
increasad isbeing reduced.

The Crairvan— am not aware that the g&f of the
Public Works Department is being reduced, and | should
say that if public worksare to be pushed on next year so far
from the daff being reduced it would be absolutdy
necessary to increese it. That is a mater which will of
courserequire condderation. If an increeseis necessary that
incresse of coursewill haveto bemadein order to carry out
the public workswhich are regarded as pressing.

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneab—But there is a surplus
available and the Government, if it is serioudy intended to
carry out those works, should make the necessary provison
for an increesad g&f. The Honourable the Director of
Public Works on the 4th October admitted plainly that his
qedf wes inaufficent to properly supeintend the
congruction of jerry buildings In the course of the past
year quite a number of jerry buildings have come down
and there has been great loss of life It is pitiable we should
be here with alarge surplus and yet make no provision for
any increesein the st of the Public Works Department.
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The CHarvan—AS | have dreedy pointed out, it is
admogt certain that this incresse will be necessary, and it is
not improbable thet before long every honourable member
will have an opportunity of giving hisvotein favour of this
increase. Has any other honourable member any remarksto
makewith regard to this amendment?

No one regponded and the matter was put to the vote.
The amendment was logt, no one vating for it but the
mover.

THENEW LAW COURTS

The Crairman—We will now proceed to consder these
itemsoneby one.

Thefird item was"New Law Courts $20,000"

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneab—! beg to move as an
amendment thet we subdtitute the words "new Pogt Office"
for "new Law Courts” A new Pog Office is ebsolutey
essattid, in fact indispensble  Although the present
Supreme Court may be inconvenient in many ways it is
ill possble to carry on busness there, wheress it is not
practicebleto do 0 in the present Pogt Office premises.

The CHairman— think thereis agreet ded in what the
honourable member says as to the absolute necessity for a
new Pogt Office—a necessty of which not only every
member of this committee but of the community generdly
is convinced; but the difficulty is this —Can an
arrangement he mede to erect the new Law Courts on the
ste sdected and the new Pogt Office Smultaneoudly, If any
scheme can be shown which will meet this difficulty | am
perfectly cartain the Government would be only too glad to
cary it out.

TheHon. C. P. CHater—Probably some arrangement
might be made whereby the building of the Law Courts
and the Pogt Office might be carried on a the sametime. |
think if you will look a our memorandum we refer to it
there. In paragraph 13 we say:— "The desirability of at
once proceeding with the construction of the new Law
Courts has been dluded to in His Excellency's speech.
Seaing that thiswork will take severd yearsto complete, it
cannot betoo strongly urged that thework should beputin
hand immediately. The projected new Post Officeiseven
more urgently needed. We are of opinion that thiswork
should on no account be ddlayed until the completion of the
new Law Courts, but that its construction should be
commenced at the sametimeif possible" Perhaps some
arrangement might be arrived at whereby the Post Office
and Law Courts could be proceeded with at once. |
understand the honourable member opposite (the Hon. J. J.
Keswick) will place before His Excellency some scheme
where-by a portion of the City Hall



might be availablefor the purposes of acourt house

The CHairvan—If any scheme can be drawn up and it
can be shown tha it will wok saidactorily the
Government will be quite reedy to entertain it, so thet these
two very urgent public works may be caried out & the
same time and thus pogponing one until the other is
complete may be avoided. (Hear, hear.) Do you wish to
have your amendment put?

TheHon. T. H. WHiteHeab—Please. My amendment is
that "The New Pogt Office" be subdtituted for "The New
Law Courts"

On the amendment being put to the vote it was logt, and
the votewas agread to.

The following items were agreed to without comment:
—Public Works Department Store, $3,000; No. 7 Pdlice
Sation and Branch at Kennedytown, $12,000; Disinfector
Station and Quarters, $7,000.

THEALLOWANCE FOR PUBLICLATRINES

Thenext item was"Latrines $5,000."

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—] @m aware it is not
possible to propose an increese, but | redly think thet the
question of public latrines should be taken in hand and thet
thisvote should beincreasad.

The CHarvan—It is not within the province of this
committee to propose any increese, as the honoureble
member has pointed out, but | think it is certain that next
year the erection of public latrines will be pushed forward.
The Government fully recognises the desrability and
indeed the absolute necessity for these works being put in
hand and carried out as quickly as possible The sum here
may appear amdl, but without doubt a much larger sum
will be expended next year out of the surplus. This is a
ubject upon which His Excellency may touch tomorrow.

Theitemwasagread to.

The following items were agread to without comment:
—FHlextric Lighting Government House, $3,000; Forming
and Kerbing Streets, $10,000; Extensions of Gas Lighting
$1,000; Improvement of Gas Lighting $2,000.

THE GOVERNOR'SPEAK RESIDENCE.

The next item was "Govemor's Pesk Resdence
$15,000."

The Hon. T. H. Whiteneap—Before the new resdence
for the Governor &t the Pesk is gone on with would it not

be possbleto takein hand the chair shdter for the codlies a
the Tramway Station? It isonly amatter of $4,000.

The Crarvan—I think the chair shdter is a work
which will be completed before the Governor's Pesk
Residence

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeHEaAb—The Governor at dl events
is provided with a dry shdter wheress the poor char
codliesarenot.

The CHarman— do not think it is necessary to draw
invidious distinctions between the housing of the Governor
and the housing of the chair coolies | thing the proper
housing of both is necessary, and | have no doubt the

honoureble member will be glad to see both properly
housed.
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Theitemwasagread to.

The following items were agread to without comment:
—Laying out Fam Lot No, 1, &c., Yaumati, $6,000;
Stores Account, $100; Pokfulam Conduit Road, $5,000;
Praya Redamdion, $10000; Praya Redamaion,
Governmernt Fiers, $10,000.

GAOL EXTENSON.

Thenext itemwas"gaol Extenson $12,000."

The Hon T. H. WHiteHeaAD—May | ask what this
extensonis?

The Crarvan—The honourable the Director of Public
Workswill explan.

The Director oF PusLic Works—This is the baance of
an old vote teken some years ago and which will be
expended in putting up a new block of cdls very urgently
needed in the Gaol premises and covering over theexercise
yard. Itisredly the completion of aschemewhich hasbeen
going on for four or five years. Itisnot anew work. Itisa
revote of abdance

The Hon. Dr. HoKa—Is the extension in the old Gaol
Sde?

The DirectoroF PuLic Works—In thedld Gaol side

Theitemwasagreed to.

The following items were agread to without comment:
— Seweaage of Victoria, $5,000; Dranage Works,
Miscdlaneous, $10,000.

QUARTERSFOR GAOL STAR=
Thenext itemwas" Quartersfor Gaol Staff $41,500."

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneab—May | ask whether the
plans have been gpproved of ?

The Director oF PusLic Works— Yes This is a work
adso which has been ddayed a little owing to the grest
difficulties as to the ste. It is awork actudly going on &
present between the Magistracy and Wyndham Street. This
is a revote of money which we have not been adle to
expend this year. The planswere passed | should think | am
right in saying about 12 months ago.

The Crairvian—Then they have been gpproved?

The DirectoroF PuLiIc Works—Yes.

Theitemwasagread to.

The item "Swine Depot, Kennedytown, $5,000," was
agreed to without comment.

THE NEW POLICE STATIONSIN
THENEW TERRITORY.

The following were the items referring to the new
Police Sations for the New Territory— Police Station,
Sai-kung, $5,000; Police Station, Shen-tin, $5,000; Police
Sation, Tsun Wan, $5,000; Police Sation, Starling Inlet.
$5,000.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeab—In connection with the
expenditure on public works, have



any definite indructions been recaived from the Colonid
Office forbidding the raising of asilver loan to provide for
the necessary works for the improvement of the New

Territory?

The Crairman—You will remember that in my report
on the New Territory | mysdf referred to the question of a
loan. The proposd was not & the time goproved by the
Secretary of State for the Colonies o | think | am right in
dating that a the present the Secretary of State for the
Coloniesisnot infavour of theraising of aloan.

The Hon. T. H. Whiteneabo—Then the whole of the

money for public works in the New Territory, without
which it cannot be developed, is to be taken out of the
revenueof thiscolony?

The CHarvan—The only public works contemplated
in the New Territory a present are the erection of police
dations with a view to the proper policing of the Territory
and the congtruction of the road from Kowloon to Shétin to
improve communication between Hongkong and the New
Territory. The Government do not contemplate a present
any more works but will alow time to lgpse 0 as to see
what works are necessary for further development.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Ka— think when the Secretary of
Statewas advised on the matter the actud on expenditurein
the New Territory was nat fully known to him—such asthe
amount for policing, which was eterwards amended.

The Crairvan—The expenditure in the New Territory
iscertainly in excessof what wast fird anticipated.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Had the Secretary of Sate
known that he might have given adifferent decison.

The Crairvian—I should not like to say whathe would
havedone

No other point wasraised and theitem was agreed to.

The items "Teipo Road $30,000" and "Fier in Degp
Weater, Taipo, $5,000" were agreed to without comment.

SURVEY OFNEW TERRITORY.
Thenext itemwas" Survey of New Territory $20,000."

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Have any arrangements
for the survey been mede?

The CrarvaN—Yes complete arrangement have been
made The survey paty hes arived from India and its
members are now actudly a work. Any more particulars
which honoureble members may desire the Director of
Public Works will be glad to supply on gpplication to him
a hisaoffice.

TheHon. Dr. HoKa—Arethewhole g&ff here?
The Crairvan—Practicaly thewhole sttt

TheHon. T. H. WHteHEaD—How long may they teketo
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completetheir survey?1sit aquestion of two years?

The Director oF PusLic Works—My esimate is two
years. The gentleman who is a the heed of the surveying
paty is not able to form an opinion as ye, but he has no
doubt it will take more than one year. He has not seen dll
the country yet.

The CHarvan—AS | have daed, if any more
information is desred asto this interesting work of survey,
the Director of Public Works will be glad to give dl
informetion on gpplication a his office, where dl the
papersae

Theitemwasagreed to.

The following items, amounting in the aggregde to
$73,000, and chargesble to water account, were agreed to
without comment; — Tatam Wataworks Extengon,
$15,000; City of Victoria and Hill Didtrict Waterworks
$27,000; Water Supply, Kowloon. $20,000; Water Account,
(Meters, &), $5,000; Waterworks, Miscellaneous, $6,000.

AN EXPLANATION FROM THE COLONIAL
TREASURER

The CHarvan — Gentlemen, we have now been
through dl the Edimates and we have considered them
item, by item, and every item is recommended and will be
brought up to-morrow in the Coundil; but before we bregk
up the meding to-day there is one subject to which
reference was made a the early part of the meeting —the
daement of assts and lidbilities | shdl be glad if the
Colonid Treasurer will give some explanaion, as there
seems to be some misunderganding with regard to the
datement.

The CoLoniaL TrReasurRER—The misgpprehension has
arisen from the difference between the Statement of assets
and ligbilities dated 13th March, 1899, and statement A,
which is daed 29th September, 1899. The correct
statement of assts and liabilities of the colony on the 31t
December, 1898, is the one dated 13th March, 1899. That
isagaement which sands by itsdf. The other datement is
one which can only be taken in conjunction with the
cdculaion on the front page You will obsarve tha the
balance $251,000 is carried over and amadgamated in this
cdculaion. Statement A is exactly Smilar to the Satement
daed 13th March with this exception—that items of
revenue and expenditure are omitted. These items revenue
and expenditure will come in and have been taken into
acoount in the esimated revenue and the etimated
expenditure of the current year—the firgt two itemsin this
cdulaion on the front page. It would be utterly impossble
to have them coming into the baance of assatsfor 1898, as
inthat case they would appear twice over inthe cdculation.
| think honourable members may teke it that on the date
this stetement was made up $376,618 was a fairly correct
esimate, as far as estimates can be correct, of the pogtion
of the colony at theend of theyear.



The Crarvan—I thought it as wel this statement
should be made, as some misunderstanding seemed to
exig.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeneao—Even that statement ill
leavesthe retum incomprehensible and unintdligible.

The Crairvian—To you, Sir?

The Hon. T. H. WHiteHeab—To me. One shows a
baance of assats of $251,000 and the other a baance of
assats of $213,000. Now either one or the other must be
correct.

The CoLoniaL TrReasurer— have dready sad that the
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return dated 13th March, 1899, isthe correct one The other
one must nat be taken by itsdf but in conjunction with the
cdculation on the front page, as explaned in my covering
|etter.

The Crairvian—Has any other honourable member any
guedions to ask in regard to this gatement? If not | teke it
that you comprenend the mater and are stidfied. That
completesthebusness

The mesting then separated.




