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23rRDNOVEMBER, 1899.

PrESEENT—

His Exceltency the Governor (S Henry
BLAKE,G.CM.G)

His ExceLLency Mgor-Generd Gas-COIGNE,
C.M.G. (Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. J. H. Srewart LockHarT, CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary.)

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Madter.)

Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent
of Police)

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treaaurer).
Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).
Hon. C. P CHaTER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

TheHon. E. R. BeLiLios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Mr. R. F Jonnston (Acting Clerk of Councils).

ANANCE

The CoLoniAL SecreTARy—] beg to lay on the
table Financid Minute No. 25 and to movethat it be
refered to the Finance Committee. | dso beg to lay
on the table the reports of the Finance Committee
Nos 8 and 9 and to move ther adoption. Your
Excdlency will observe from report No. 9 thet the
Hnance Committee yederday oconddered the
remaining portion of the Edimates for 1900 and thet
the items were unanimoudy recommended by that
Committee with the exception of the item referring
to the new Law Court. With regard to thet item an
amendment was proposed by the honourable
member who represents the Chamber of Commerce,
but it was not carried.

The CoLoNAL TREASURER Seconded,
HISEXCELLENCY ON THE UNOFHACIAL
MEMBERS MEMORANDUM.

His ExceLLency the Governor—Before | put the
motion | wish to mention to this honourable Counail
that | received a memorandum which was presented
by the unofficial members and signed | believe by
al with one exception, and asfar as| can gather the
exception was taken asto the degrees of necessity of
the public works rather thanas to the question of the
advisability of carrying out agreat number of those
works. | have gone carefully over this memorandum,
and | may say that | am as much in favour of
carrying out these works as any member of this
Council— (Hear hear,)—but | think it iswell that
the Council should understand clearly the position
of the Government in this matter. The reason why
theseworks have not been included in the Estimetes
is perfectly plain. We are restricted here by
instructions (which have been rather frequent) to
confine our Estimates to the amount of money
whichwehave #c111 41 ¥ edimated as coming into
the revenue for the year. The question asto what is
to be done with the money which may remain over
asasurplusisametter which must go forward to the
Secretary of State for his sanction and belaid before
this Council for their sanction when we have the
money in our hands. That isavery safe principle, |
think, and what | propose to do. Asthe honourable
members of the Council know, there has been a
certain amount of discussion, which | have read
caefully. Thereisno certainty in humean affairs, but
we have dmogt acertainty that we shdl havealarge
baance at the end of the current year, and so soon as
that balance is available we can deal withit. Inthe
meantimewe shall go on with these worksthat have
been placed in the Egtimates. We have dready got
your authority for these, and no doubt we shall have
the sanction of the Secretary of State. Assoon aswe
have that surplus, and before the money which has
been voted has been expended, | hopeto lay before
you supplermenta votes which will be necessary for
the carying on of theseworks. Thereisone question
raised in this memorandum which | consider is
rather important one. inasmuch asit is amatter of
principle. Section 4 of the memorandum reads.—
"Whilst we are ready to concede that certain of the
contemplated works in the New



Territory may be defrayed out of the generd revenue,
we are most decidedly of opinion that the principal
worksfor developing it should be provided for by a
Loan. Thepublic worksin thisidand have beenlong
deferred for want of funds, and now that they are
availablefor proceeding with the most important of
these works we feel bound to deprecate. in the
strongest manner, any proposd to divert such funds
to any other purpose whatever." Now my
ingtructions are very definite from the Secretary of
State, and those ingtructions are that the revenue of
the New Territory shall be aportion of the general
revenue of the colony, and that being the case the
necessary expenditure on the New Territory must
comeout of the generd revenue of the colony. Apart
fromthefact that Her Mgesty's Government do not
condder that aloan is advisable for these worksin
the New Territory —and | may say at once that |
concur entirely in the opinion of the Secretary of
State— the fact remains that we have a certain
amount of money over what we require. Thereisa
prime necessity in the New Territory. That prime
necessity isaroad to connect this place with the degp
water a MirsBay. That road having been made and
the police stations built or well in hand, | do not
know that, with the exception possibly of the
Kowloon Water Works, there are any other
important works for which money will be required
for the present. | know thet it has been proposed thet
we shdl makeanumber of roads and | bdievethat
in the future anumber of roadswill be made, but |
think it iswell to know by experience what itis
absolutdy necessary to oend inthefirg ingtance. No
doubt it will be necessary to connect these roadsin
thefuture, but | do not think any burning necessity
exists at present except for that particular road to
Mirs Bay, which will give usimmediate command
of thedidtrict. Police Stations of course are necessary.
Asyou know, theamount of money required for the
palicing of the New Territory isagood ded inexcess
of whet was estimated at thetime Mr. Lockhart first
saw the country. We thought avery few police would
be sufficient; now we know the condition of the
country and that from timeimmemoria clan fights
and armed robberies have been the order of the day
anditisour duty to secure thet peace and good order
that isexpected in aBritish colony. | admit that one
of theworksit will be necessary to go onwithinthe
near future is the Kowloon Water Works. Then the
question of aloan may be finaly considered if we
have not the money to go on with the work, but at
the present moment we have plenty of money for the
works we propose to take in hand. Then thereis
another question, a question of principle, and one
which will have to be considered later. That isthe
question asto how far we arejustified in the colony,
when asking for public workswhich are not works
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of permanent utility, like waterworks or sanitary
works, in considering the premia derived from land
sdesasavailablefor the purpose. It must be admitted
by you gentlemen, who are business men, that in
using these premiawe are using the capital of the
colony, and the question arises as to whether the
money or acertain portion of it should not be put into
aresarvefund in view of future necessity. That isa
meatter which requires very careful consderation,
especidly at atimelikethe present when wederive a
very largeincome from land sales. | am not at al
sure that that large income is going to continuein
yearsto come. Thisis one of those matterswhich
will have to be considered here and aso in London.
With regard to the fifth paragraph in the
memorandum. | am entirely in accord with it, and |
think | may say the same with regard to the
memorandum as awhole. | am as anxious as you
that these works should be carried out. | see the
honourable member for the Chamber of Commerce
was anxious about aNew Post Office, ashdter for
chair coolies at the Peak, and public latrines. |
entirely agree with him. It ismy intention that a
shdlter for chair coolies at the Peak shall be put up
next year; it ismy intention that as many latrines as
possible shdl be built next year, because | think they
are of cardina importance; but that does not touch
the generd principlethat in the estimateslaid before
usnow weonly fed judtified in induding theamount
of money which will be covered by the estimated
revenue for the year. | think honourable members
will understand what | mean. | am anxiousto goon
with these works, and as soon as the money is
actualy in our hands | mean to ask for authority to
go on with them and to lay supplementa estimates
before you, as has been donefromtimeto time. As
regards the Law Courts. | think | mentioned in my
opening speech to the Council that the Law Courts
blocked the way for the Post Office, and in broad
linesthat isquitetrue, if you areto have anew Post
Office built on the present site, aportion of whichis
occupied by the Law Courts, you cannot proceed to
build that Post Office on its present site until you
have made some arrangement for the
accommodation of the Post Office during the
building of the new premises. However, it isquite
possible, | think, that there may be some
arrangement made by which the Post Office might
be improved alittle, because | do think that in its
present condition itisalmost impossbleto carry on
thework of the colony init. It isadiscredit to the
colony and it isimpossible for the Postmaster to do
hiswork init properly. | have been considering the
question with the Colonial Secretary, and | shdl be
very glad if any hon. member can make any
suggestion which may poassibly enable usto tide over
t h e ti me during



which the Law Courts will be building. | may say thet
the plans for the new Law Courts arived by the ladtl
mal and they are now on the table, and | invite
honourable gentlemen to look at them. | think they are
affficiently advanced to endble us to begin the
foundations early next year. The Director of Public
Works thinks it can be done. It will take over twelve
months to get these foundations properly congructed.
By the end of that time the details of the plans will be
fully made out and we shdll be able to go on with the
work. | thought it was as well that you should know that
in this matter | am entirdy with you. | shdl forward the
memorandumto the Secretary of State.

Themotion wascarried.
THE EXPENDITURE OF THE 1893 LOAN.

The CoLoniaL SecreTAry lad on the table a return
showing the expenditure of the 1893 loan, which had
been asked for by the Hon. T. H. Whitehead.

Thereturn was asfollows—

Loan works from 1892 to 30th September, 1899.
Praya Redamation $376,134.40, Praya Redamation,
Recondruction of Pers $30,000, Centrd Market
$222,729.59. Saughter-Houses, Pig and Shesp Depots
$9621504, Catle Depdts $15,04961, Waer and
Dranage Works $752,897.92, Gaol Extenson
$159,361.65. Totd, $1,702,383.21. Bdance on 30th
September —$89,363.73.

THEPLANSOF THENEW LAW COURTS

The Director oF Puslic Works — By Your
Excdlency'sdirections| beg to lay on thetablethe plans
of the propossd New Law Courts The architects
require some further information before completing
certain architecturd details which information will be
forwarded in due course. The generd arrangement of
the courts was gpproved by the Chief Justice and the
other officids concerned some time ago, to whom the
origind sketches were & your Excdlency's suggestion
submitted. Certain dterations and improvements were
uggested by the officids who have to occupy the
buildings, and these have dl been atended to | think in
a satisfactory manner by the architect. The ground plan
has been goproved, and consequently there isno reeson
why there should be any delay in procesding with the
foundations, which | think can be commenced early in
the coming year.

THEMERCHANT SHIPPINGBILL.

The CoLoniaL Secretary—In the absence of the
Acting Attorney-Generd | beg to lay on the table the
report of the Standing Law Committee on the Merchant
Shipping Bill. An examination of this report will show
that many amendments have been suggested by the
committee. Those amendments will be formdly moved
¥ the Acting Attorney-Generd when the Bill is again
brought before the Coundil. In the meantime it is
thought advissble to let honourable members have
ometimeto congder theseamendments.
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HRST READINGS

Thefollowing Bills were reed afirg time— A Bill
entitled an Ordinance to amend and consolidate the law
relding to the carriage and possesson of ams and
ammunition. A Bill entitled The New Taritories Land
Court Ordinance, 1899.

THEINSANITARY PROPERTIESBILL PASSED.

On the motion of the CoLoniaL SecreTaRy, Seconded
by the CoLoniaL Treasurer, the Bill entitted an
Ordinance to make further provison for the sanitation
of the colony and to reped cartain enactments of the
Closed Houses and Insanitary Dwellings Ordinance,
1894, wasread athird time and passed.

THEESTIMATES

The Council went into committee on the Bill entitled
an Ordinance to apply a sum nat exceading two million
six hundred and eghty-one thousand and fifty-one
dollarsto the Public Service of the year 1900.

The various items were read over by the Acting
Clerk of Coundils

His Exca.Lency the Governor—We will take the
items serigimif any honourable memberswish to make
any observation with regard to any of them. Do not take
oneitermn and then go back to another. Isthereany onthe
first page?

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeneab—With regard to "Public
Works Extreordinary” | beg to movethat thevotein the
1900 Estimates for "Public Works Extraordinary” be
referred back to the Departments concerned for
recongderation and to be remodeled. When in Finance
Committee yesterday | moved alike resolution but
found no support. | now feel it my duty to invite the
opinion of Your Excdlency and of this Council onthe
questions | desireto raise. In spite of the explanations
tendered yesterday, the Treasurer's Financid Returnsin
their amended form which accompanied the Draft
Egimates are to me till unintelligible. There cannot be
two different balances of assatsover liabilitieson 31t
December, 1898. The final settlement of the
Appropriation Bill should be postponed until these
accounts are cleared up. | submit that the money
proposed to be voted isnot properly gpplied, asthereare
many very urgent and most important public works
omitted which demand immediate attention and should
be provided for. The actud asstsavailable a the end of
1900 for "Public Works Extraordinary” isthe estimated
surplus on 31st proximo, say $400,000, plus the
edimated surplusrevenue over the ordinary expenditure
during next year. say $436.000, or an aggregate of
$836,000. According to the Edimates, thereisonly to
be expended during 1900 the sum of $331,100 on



Public Works Extraordinary. | think the Government would
have been fully justified in asking the Coundil to sanction
the expenditure of say $50,000 or even $600,000. The
public works are, in order of their importance and urgency,
latrines, shelter for char-coolies a the Pesk. the spesdy
extenson of our means of obtaning soring, and
digributing water, aPogt Office, & ¢. The latrines should be
put in hand and finished be-before the end of next year. |
earnedly urge tha a vote be taken for the full amount
requiste to complete them during 1900. In reply to a
question in connection with jerry buildings put to the
honourable Director of Public Works on the 4th of October
last, the honourable member said—"I haveread the artidles
referred to and think there is foundation for the dlegaions
The powers possessed by my department are defined in the
Ordinances 15 of 1839 and 25 of 1891. An officer of the
Depatment, assised by an overses, ingoects building
worksin progress. The exceptiona amount of suchwork in
the Colony a present mekes an increese in the Saf
necessary if this work of supervison is to be thoroughly
peformed. The matter is engaging the etention of the
Government.”

His Exca.Lency the Governor (interrupting)— am afrad
the honourable member is not in order. At the present
moment thereisno proposd asto theincreese of the g&ff in
question beforethe Coundil, and | do not think any member
of the Council would be in order in proposng an increese
inthat g&f or inthevotereferringtoit.

The Hon. T. H. Whireseao—| do not propose an
incresse.

His ExcaLency the Governor—Did you not propose an
incressein the taff?

TheHon. T. H. Whiteseao—No.

His Exca.Lency the Governor—l beg your pardon. What
isyour proposd then?

TheHon. T. H. WhiteHeao—My amendment is thet this
vote on "Public Works Extraordinary” be referred back to
the departments concerned for reconsderation and to be
remodeled.

His ExcaLLency the Governor—The committee acoepted
this Bill yesterday and | quesion whether without the
permisson of the Coundil you can propose now thet it be
referred back to the committee. You can propose that any
vote be ddeted or reducad.

The Hon. T. H. WhiteHeao— proposed thet it be
referred back to the depatments concerned not to the
Finance Committee,

His Exca.Lency the Governior held that thiswould not be
in order, adding that if any honourable member hed any
concrete propostion to make or a proposd to reduce the
vote before the Coundl it was in order to propose that
reduction.

The Hon. T. H. WhireHeao— &bide by your ruling. |
therefore propose thet the words "Pogt Office’ be
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subdtituted for "Law Courts' inthefirgt item under the heed
"Public Works Extraordinary.” A new Pogt Office is more
urgently needed than new Law Courts.

His ExcaLLency the Governor— think you can do thet. |
am not quite certain about it, but | will give the honourable
member the benefit of the doubt and put his propastion to
the Councdil. Of course the honoursble member will
undergtand thet the result of the carrying of his proposition
would be that the new Law Courts would dissppear from
the Edtimates

The amendment was put to thevoteand logt.

Answering His ExcaLency the Govervor the Hon. T. H.
Whirereap said he did not wish the namesto be taken.

The Hon. T. H. Whitereap—! propose that the vote for
"Public Works Extraordinary” be reduced by $100, as1 am
not satified with the gppropriation of the money &s it
gandsintheBill.

His Excatency tHe Governor—What item would the
honourable gentleman suggest thet the sum betaken from?

TheHon. T. H. Whiteneao—From the totdl

His ExcaLLency the Governor said it would be necessary
for some particul ar item to be picked out for reduction.

The Hon. T. H. Whireseao—Then | propose that the
vote of $20,000 for new Law Courts be reduced to
$19,900.

The amendment was put and lost.

The Hon. T. H. Whire-eao, in reply to His Excellency,
sad he did not wish the name to be taken, but he
ubseguently added: | desireto have my dissent recorded.

His ExcaLency the Governor—Your dissent is recorded
as amatter of course in the minutes of the Council. Redlly
you can only record a dissent by asking for a divison and
showing that you are in a minority. Unfortunately this is
passed now: | asked if you wished for adivison and you
sidno.

The HON. T. H. Whiteseao—1 was unaware that it
would deprive me of recording my dissant as| havearight
to do under thestanding rules.

His ExcaLency the Governor—As amatter of fact your
dissat is recorded by your observaions, but the way to
record adissnt isby asking for adivison.

TheHON. T. H. Whiteneao— desireto lay onthetable
astatement of my ressonsfor dissenting.

His ExceLLency the Govervor—1 do not know whether
we can recaive those reasons.

TheHon. T. H. Whirereao—In accordance with Rule 32
of the Standing Orders any member dissenting from the
opinion of the mgority may if he wishes have his dissent
recorded and the reeson of hisdissent.



His ExceLLency the Governor—Oh catanly,

you are quite right. Is there any other obsarvetion
with regard to theitems on page 2?

There being no response, the Council resumed.

The CoLoniAL Secrerary—I T thereisno objection,
and as there has been no materid dteration in this
Bill in committeg, | propose to move the third
reeding to-day. Your Excdlency will remember that
the Bill was brought before the Council some time
ago and the discusson of it was ddayed in order to
endble the unoffidd members to have full
opportunity of considering the various items. | think
we are dl agread thet every opportunity has been
afforded them. Therefore, if there is no objection. |
propose the third reading of the Bill entitted an
Ordinance to gpply asum not exceeding two million
9x hundred and eighty-one thousand six hundred
and fifty-one dallars to the Public Service of the year
1900.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council then adjourned until Thursday next.

HELPFOR SUFFERERSFROM THEWAR.

Before leaving the room His ExcelLency the
GoverRnoR said—! have sent round the Council table
an advertisement which | proposeto haveinsarted in
the locd press asking British resdents to come
together on Monday next & 12 odock for the
purpose of conddering more fully the question of
making a collection for the widows and orphans of
our soldiers and salors who fdl in the war. This
movement has been inaugurated by the China Mail,
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which is to be congratulated for its patriotic move,
but it was thought it would be beiter if the
representative British inhabitants could be cdled
together to meke arangements for the more
complete canvassng of the British population, most
of whom will no doubt be glad to contribute. | shall
be glad to have the opportunity of seeing mogt of you
onMonday a 12 odock.

MEETING OF THE ANANCE
COMMITTEE.

Immediately after the Council meeting a mesting
of the Fnance Committee wes held, the Colonid
Secretay (the Hon. J H. Stewat Lockhart)

presiding.

The CHairviaN sad he had only one minute to
bring before the committee that day, and that was
one in which the Governor recommended the
council to vote a sum of $1,500 in ad of the vote
"Maintenance of Waterworks, Kowloon." With
regard to this vote, the Director of Public Works
reported that the necessity arose partly through the
large consumption of water due to the increase of
population and indudries a Kowloon and partly
through the severe drought at the beginning of the
year, when water had to be pumped from one of the
valeysto thedear weter resarvoir at Yaumati.

Thevotewasagreed to.

Thiswasdl thebusiness



