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14t DECEMBER, 1899.

PrESENT:—

His ExcaLency the Governor (Sir Henry Blake,
G.CM.G).

His ExceLLency Mgor-Generd Gascoighg, CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. J H. Sewart LockHarr, CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Madter).

Hon. F H. May, C.M.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Palice).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BewiLios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Y uk.

Mr. R. . Jornston (Acting Clerk of Councils).

THEVOLUNTEERSAND THE OCCUPATION
OF THENEW TERRITORY.

The CoLoniaL Secretarv— - have the honour to lay
on the table despatches with reference to the service
rendered by the Hongkong Volunteersin the occupation
of the New Taritoy. With refaence to the
correspondence between the Secretary of State for Wer
and the Secretary of Sate for the Colonies, a letter has
been received from the Generd Officer Commanding
encdlodng a despatch from the Secretary for War. It is
being printed and will belaid onthe teblein due course

ANANCIAL.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary laid on the table Financid
Minute No. 27 and moved thet it be referred to the
Finance Committee

The CoLoniaL TrReasurer seconded and the mation
wascaried.

The CoLoniAL SecreTAry laid on the table report of
the Finance Committee (No. 11) and moved its
adoption.

The CoLoniaL TrReasurer seconded and the mation
was caried.

QUESTIONS

TheHon T. H. WHiteHeao—Pursuant to notice | beg

to ask the question which isNo. 3 ontheagenda

Thequedionwasasfollows—

"With reference to Government Noatifications Nos.
653 and 654 of 25th indant will the Honourble the
Colonid Secretary inform the Council whether the
Sanitay Boad in future is to be condituted in
accordance with the Public Hedlth Ordinance No 24 of
1887, sctions 4 and 5, and if the nominated members
are as formerly to be unofficid members of the civil
community?'

The CooniaL Secremary — In reply to  the

honourable member | beg to answer asfollons —The
Sanitary Board will be congtituted under the provisions
of Ordinances 24 of 1887 and 9 of 1895. The Governor
has nominated, in addition to Mr. Osborne, Mgor
Brown, RAM.C., Messs Fung Wa Chuen, Chan A
Fook, and the Medicd Officer of hedth.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeneap— Your Excdlency
having given me permisson, | beg to put two other
questions, viz.—"With reference to the leading article
in the Hongkong Telegraph of 11th ingt., will the Hon.
the Colonid Secretary inform the Council whether the
Government have granted any exdusve privilege or
monopoaly for the dredging for and the callection of
shdlls used in the manufacture of lime, in the waters of
the New Territory leasad by the Convention of lagt yesr;
if so, why were public tenders not invited; under what
authority or power has the monopoly been conceded, to
whom, and for what congderation?* and "Will the Hon.
the Colonid Secretary inform the Council whether any
agreement or arangement has been entered into
between the Pogmagter-Generd in London and the
Compagnie des Messageries Maritime concerning the
proposed change in the day of departure from this
homewards of the Company's fortnightly mail steamers,
and, if 0, what aretheterms?*

The CoLoniaL Secrerary —In reply to the firgt
question | have the honour to reply:— (1) No such
exdugve privilege or monopoly asisreferred to in the
guestion of the Honourable Member has been granted.
(2) A Crown Rentt has been fixed for alimited extent of
Crown land surrounding Ping Chau off the Eagt coast of
Lantao used by the manufacturers of lime on Ping Chau.
and leasss for short terms granted to them & Crown
Rents amounting to $1,300 per annum, under the
generd indructions of the Secretary of State The reply
to the seocond question is—The Government has no

knowledge of any such agreement or arangement.
ARST READINGS

Thefallowing Billswereread afirg time—

A Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend for
Companies Ordinance. 1877.

A Bill entitted an Ordinance to provide for the
summoning of Chinese beforethe Regigrar-Generd.

THE DANGEROUS GOODS ORDINANCE.

The Acring ATToRNEY-GENERAL Was about  to
propose the second reading of the Bill entitled an
Ordinance to amend the Dangerous Goods Ordinance,
1873, when

The CoLoniaL SecreTArY said—Before we proceed
any further with this matter, | should like to draw the
attention of the Coundil to thefact ?7het aletter hasbeen
received from the Chamber of Commerce on behalf of
acertain firmin this colony requesting thet this Bill be



not proceeded with pending condderation of one dause
to which specid atention hes been cdled. | think,
therefore, that ingtead of procesding with the second
reading of the Bill to-day;, it will be better to postpone it
until the point to which the atertion of the Government
has been called hasreceived further condderation

The Acring ATTorNEY-GeNEraL Said he would agree
tothis

THENEW TERRITORIESLAND COURT
ORDINANCE

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GeENERAL then moved that the
Council do gointo Committee on thisBill.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY Seconded.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeab— beg to move as an
amendment that the Bill in question be referred to the
Law Committee for further congderation and report. A
number of amendments and suggestions have reached
me afew minutes before coming into the Coundil, and |
think the time of the members would be saved and
business would be fadilitated if the metter was referred
to the Standing Law Committee.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—I beg to ssecond that
amendment. This is a mogt important measure, and |
think it woud be wdl to defer it for further
condderation.

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GENERAL—] am prepared to
acoept the amendment of the honourable member.

His ExcaLLency THE Governor— qite agree that
this is an important Bill and thet it is desirable that it
should be consdered by the Standing Law Committee,
but it is very important indeed that the Standing Law
Committee should meet and congder it a once and let
us have ther report as soon as posshle—if posshle
before the next Council mesting.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeneap— will endeavour to
have the amendments suggested st to the Law
Committee without delay.

The CoLoniaL Secretary—The only quedtion is the
absence of Mr. Keswick, who is a member of the Law
Committee.

The Acting AtTorNEY-GeneraL—When does he
come back?

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHEAD—| understand next
week.

His ExcalLency—Is it necessary to wait for Mr.
Kesnick?Heisnot alegd man.

The Actine ATTorney-GeneraL—The Bill would
have to be read through in committee of Council unless
dl the members of the Standing Law Committee were
present. However, it isonly avery short Bill, and it does
not meke much difference
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His ExceLLency THE Governor—] do not think it
very much matters. | think it isbetter the lawyers should
et a thisand congider it a once insteed of waiting for
Mr. Keswick.

The Bill was accordingly referred to the Standing
Law Committee.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ORDINANCE.

Thenext itemin the orders of the day was— Third
reading of the Bill entitied an Ordinance to consolidate
and amend the laws rdating to Merchant Shipping, the
duties of the Habour Made, the contrd and
management of the waters of the colony, and the
regulation of vessals navigating the same.

The Acting ATToRNEY-GENERAL — AS honourable
members will see, | propose to move that this Bill be
recommitted for the purpose of making certain further
amendments. There has been dirculated to honourable
membersalig of those amendmentswhich | proposeto
meake, but in addition there are afew smdl amendments
which | proposeto make upon the recommitment of the
Bill. The points dedt with are importart, and it is
desreble we should get the Bill in the best posshle
shepe. | movethat the Bill be recommitted.

The CoLoniaL SscreTary seconded, and the motion
was caried and some further amendments were
insated in the Bill on the mation of the Acting
Attorney-Generd, seconded by the Colonid Secretary,
and the Coundil thereupon resumed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Coundil then adjourned until Thursday of next
wesk.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was hed
immediately after the Coundcil, the Colonid Secretary
presding.

The CHairman—There is only one minute to bring
before the committee and in that minute "The
Governor recommends the Coundl to vote a sum of
one thousand and two hundred dollarsin ad of the vote
Incidental  Expenses, Senitary  Depatment.”  In
connection with thet vote the Secretary of the Sanitary
Board reports that this vote, which is for $3,400, hed a
largecdl uponit in the early part of the year on account
of the outbresk of rinderpest, $663 being so expended.
There has a0 been an unusudly heavy bill for repairs
to dust carts viz, $730, and a further sum of $250 will
be required for carts now being repaired.

The vote wes agreed to and the committee
adjourned.



