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31str JANUARY, 1901.

PRESENT—

His ExcaLency the Governor (Sir HENRY BLAKE,
GCM.G).

His ExceLency Mgor-Generd Gascoiene, CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. J H. Srewart LockHartr, CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MeaeH Goobman, Q.C. (Attorney-Generd).
Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesure).
Hon. R. D. orusay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. F. H. Mar, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police).

Hon. BasL TavLor (Acting Harbour Magter).
Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. J. THURBURN.

Hon. R. M. Grav.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Coundils).
TAKING THE OATH.

Before the ordinary business was procesded with the
members of the Legidative Council who do not belong to
the Executive Council (the members of which had dready
taken the oath) took the oath of dlegiance to His Mgesty
King Edward V11.

A RESOLUTION OF LOYALTY TOKING EDWARD
PASSED.

His ExceLLENCY the GovERNOR sald—Before we
proceed to business, | desireto propose for the acceptance
of this Council aresolution expressing our heart-felt loyaty
and devation to HisMgesty King Edward V. Two days
ago, joined by many of the principd inhabitants of this
colony, we proclaimed his Majesty as our rightful
sovereign Lord. We did so according to the form
precribed by the ancient custom of England and in the
nearest available centre of the population, and we did so
solemnly and with heartsfull, believing thet aworthy King,
instinct in every fibre with the best feelings of an
Englishman, had been called by the grace
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of God to reign over us, but feding thet we prodaimed and
acdamed His Mgesty in the presence of the yet unburied
remains of His Mgesty's incomparable Queen Mather, of
Her whose name we have dl ligped in our ealiest
childhood and who throughout our lives has been to usthe
embodiment of everything that was great and good and
noble and queenly. His Mgesty's life has long been public
property. We dl know him and we love him as a man for
persond qudities which will brighten kingly virtues. He
has never in his pagt life been found wanting in his public
duties, and only those whose good fortune has placed them
in dose connection with His Mgedy can redise how
anxioudy as Prince of Waes he devoted himsdf to the
furtherance of dl good works in the public interes. |
enjoyed the high honour of HisMgesty'snotice, and | fed
how trueistheingtinct of the British people thet the crown
of our best-bdloved and venerated Queen has descended
upon a successor who will be a great and worthy
Sovereign Lord over this vast Empire. | beg to propose to
you thefollowing resolution—

"We, the members of the Legiddive Councl of
Hongkong, beg with profound repect to express to your
Mgjesty, on the occasion of your accesson to the Throne of
your Mgegy's ancestors, our sentiments of devotion and
loydty to your Mgesty. We pray that God's blessing may
rest upon the successor of the revered and noble Queen
whose memory isso lovingly enshrined in the hearts of her
people, and we pray that to your Mgesty there may be
granted a hgppy and glorious reign over a united and
prosperous people”

—(Applause)

The Hon. C. P CHater sad—Your Excdlency, it is
with very great pleesure that | rise to second the resolution
just proposed, which will, | am sure, be caried with
acdamation in this Council and be fervently endorsed by
dl HisMgesty'sloyd subjectsin this colony. For | venture
to say thet, though one of the most distant dependencies of
the greet Empire over which King Edward Vii. hes been
suddenly cdled to rule, there is no more loyd community
then this of which | am proud to be one of the
representatives. In no British colony isthe late Queen more
sncerdy mourned, and in no part of his vag dominions
will His Mgegty the King find readier sympathy in the
regd duties which he is so eminently fitted to discharge,
but which nevertheless entail such weighty responsibilities.
In the midst of our gloom and while keenly feding the
great loss the Empire has suffered in the desth of our
venerated Queen and Empress it isno amd| consolaion to
know that she has I ft for her successor one whose mature
judgment, ripened experience, and reedy tact will be sureto
cary him through difficulties and guide him to sofe
condusions in great crises, should such come. That His
Mgesy King Edward may enjoy a happy, pesceful and
progperous reign, not less glorious than that of his
illustrious predecessor, is indeed the prayer of his subjects
of whatever race or creed. | beg to second the resolution.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Kai said—Sir, on behdf of my
colleague and mysdlf, and those whom we have the honour
to represant on this Council, 1 have much plessure in
supporting most cordidly the resolution that has been s0
eloquently proposed by Your Excdlency and seconded by
the Honourable the Senior Unofficid Member. In the degp
and universal gloom into which we have al been plunged
by the sad death of our beloved Queen, the accession of
HisMog Gracious Mgegy King Edward V. to the throne
has been the one bright pot, the lver lining, asit were, of
the black doud overhanging the whole Empire. In His
Majesty we have a most worthy successor to our glorious
and noble Queen, and on him we may confidently rest our
hopes of the future and the continued greatness, prosperity
and happiness of the vest British Empire "May His
Magesy have a long, hgppy, and glorious reign” is the
humble wish and fervert prayer of dl His Mgesty's loyd
and devoted Chinese subjectsin this colony of Hongkong.

His ExcaLency the Governor—Members of the
Legidative Council who are prepared to assent to that
resolution kindly stand.

All ro.

PAPER.
The CoLoniaL Secretary laid on the teble reports
dedling with the water supply a Kowloon.

FINANCIAL.
The CoLoniaL Secremary laid on the table Financid
MinutesNos. 1 to 5 and moved that they be referred to the
Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL Treasurer seconded and the motion was
caried.

The CoLoniAaL SecreTARy laid on the table the report of
the Finance Committee (No. 20) and moved its adoption.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer seconded and the motion was
caried.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.
TheDirectorof PusLic Works laid on the table areport
of the proceadings of the Public Works Committee a a
medting held on the 23rd January, and proposed its
adoption.

The CoLoniaL SecreTaRy seconded and the motion was
carried.

FIRST READINGS,
Thefollowing Bills passed their first reedings—

Bill entitled an Ordinance to consolidate and amend the
laws rdating to public hedth in the colony of Hongkong.
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Bill entitled an Ordinance to consolidate and amend the
lawsrdating to rating.

Bill entitled an Ordinence to amend the crimind law as
regards certain indecent outrages and assalits

Bill entitled an Ordinance to consolidate and amend the
lawsrdating to trustees.

Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend and dedlare in
certain respects the law to be administered in the Supreme
Court.

Bill entited an Ordinance to reped various datutes
relaing to civil procedure or matters connected therewith.

Bill entitted an Ordinance to edtablish a code of
procedure for the regulation of the process, practice, and
mode of pleading in the cvil jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court of the Colony.

THE DEFENCE CONTRIBUTION ORDINANCE.

The AttornEY -GENERAL proposed the firgt reading of a
Bill entitted an Ordinance to reped and re-enact with
amendments the Defence Contribution Ordinance, 1896.

The CoLoniaL TrReasURER seconded. He said—As it is
desirableto havethe Bill put through as early as convenient
it may not be out of placefor meto make afew remarkson
seconding the fird reading. Honourable members are
aware thet a present the colony is paying 171/2 per cent.
onitsordinary revenue on account of military contribution,
and tha in addition to this large payments are made
annudly on account of barracks, defence works, and other
extraordinary military works. What is now proposed is to
combine these payments by making an annud contribution
of 20 per cent. on the ordinary revenue of the colony, ashas
been done in the Straits Sattlements. In the Secretary of
Sate's despatch putting forward this proposa the following
new works to be pad for by this Government are
uggested, viz..— defence works, £90,000; extensons of
exiding works and buildings £45,000; tacticd roads, €c.,
£16,300; the totd cogt of which will, therefore, amount to
£151,300, or say $1,513,000. In addition to this, however,
thereis a bdlance of £53,360, or $533,600, ill to be pad
on account of barracks and other works in progress. It
would, therefore, appear that the contemplated liability of
the colony for such works during the next few years
amounts in al to $2,046,600. Now the ordinary revenue
for the current year has been estimated a $3,500,000, but
taking $3,900,000 as the average to be expected for some
years to come, the extra two and a haf per cent. could be
put a $97,500 per annum. Comparing thiswith the ligbility
of $2,046,600, it would gpparently teke over 20 years to
pay the whole amount off. Again, as hinted by the
Secretary of State: "The arrangement now proposed will be
more advantageous to Hongkong than the present system,
under which the Colonid revenues are continudly called
upon to meet the cogt of necessary works, the amount of

which cannot be anticipated.” It may be taken for granted
that ather during or immediady after the period of 20
years fresh demands will be made, so thet in my opinion it
would be begt to have the whole quedtion settled by the
present arrangement. Asaminor point in favour of the Bill,
| may mention that under the present arrangement when
private lands are purchased by the military authorities the
colony practicadly loses the benefit of the Crown rents
which it hes hitherto enjoyed; within the last few years a
capitdised vaue of over $10,000 having been log on this
account. | may add that the average percentage paid during
the lagt few years on account of dl military contributions
amounted to 19.42 per cent. of the reveuue, or very nearly
20 per oent.

The motion was carried.
THE BANKRUPTCY ORDINANCE.

The AtTorNEY -GENERAL proposed the second reading
of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to further amend the
Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891. He ssid—TheBill to further
amend the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891, wasread afirst
time on 10th December, 1900, and duly published in the
Gazette of 15th December. Honourable Members will
recdll that, on the first reading, | explained the Bill and
stated that | should be glad to know the views of the legd
profession and the Mercantile Community with regard toiit.
| understand the Chamber of Commerceto fed strongly
that, having regard to the special circumstances of this
colony, thejurigdiction proposed to be conferred upon the
Supreme Court is necessary and proper. It would
manifestly be most injurious to mercantile credit with
Chinexefirmsin Hongkong, if the mere fact that one of the
partnersresided in Chinaand was neither aBritish subject
nor domiciled in this colony, was alowed to oust the
Bankruptcy jurisdiction of the Court asagaing thefirm. It
isover Sx weeks since the Bill was gazetted and | have
heard no word of objection to its principle from either the
European or Chinese Mercantile Community. The
amendments| shdl proposein Committeein no way affect
that principle. They relaerather to formand detall. If it be
sad that, under the provisions of this Ordinance, asolvent
or wealthy Chinese subject living in China, but being a
partner in aHongkong firm, may find his"gatus' affected
by an order of adjudication againg his firm made by the
Supreme Court of this Colony, the answer isthat he could
at any time get the adjudication annulled under Section 29
of the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891, by paying the debts of
hisfirm himsdf or getting his partnersto do so. Moveover,
it must not be forgotten that the merciful provisions of the
Bankruptcy law as to the discharge of debtors, the
"whitewashing process' asit is sometimes called, is
entirely unknown to
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the much more severe Chinese law of debtor and creditor,
20 that a member of an insolvent firm amengble to the
Bankruptcy law of this Colony is far better off than he
would bein China where heisliable to be cast into prison
till he or his rddives have pad the "uttermog farthing.”
Since this Bill was read a firg time, the House of Lords
have uphed the decison tha a foreigner, domiciled and
resident abroad. who, without himsdlf coming to England,
caried on business there through an agent, was not a
"debtor" within the meaning of the English Bankruptcy
Act of 1883. See Cooke v. The Chales A. Vogde
Company, 17 Times Law Reports, p. 153. But | observe
that, in his judgment, the present Lord Chancdllor says "l
am by no means prepared to sy thet it might not be a
reasonable thing to gpply the English law of bankruptcy to
atrader, who, though himsdf persondly abroad, exercised
a trade, through the indrumentdity of an agent, and
possessed assets in this country capable of being reached
by bankruptcy adminigtration.” Thisiswhat it is proposad
to do in Hongkong, by express legidation, in order to meet
the gpedid circumdtances and ecid requirements of
commerce in this Colony, because it has been found that
bankruptcy legidation precisdy Smilar to that of England
is inadequate to meet these requirements. If the authorities
a home do nat gpprove of such specid legidation it is of
course competent for themto disdlow the Ordinance.

Themotion wascaried.

The Coundil then went into committee and conddered
the Bill dause by dause. Severd amendments were made,
and conssquently on the Coundil resuming the third
reading was not proposed, being put off until a subsequent
mexting of the Coundil.

The Coundil then adjourned until Thursday next.

MEETING OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was held
immediatdy after the Council Medting, the Colonid
Secretary presiding. The fallowing Financid Minutes were
submitted and passedi—

The Governor recommends the Council to vote a sum
of $14,429.63 to meet the cogt of repairing the damages

done by the recent typhoon.
ABSTRACT.

Medicd Department,—

To replace bamboo sun

0110 < HS $207.50
To replace gores, medicines
and sundries destroyed a
L0 o TS 8100
$28350
Police Department—

Reparsto two Police Launches................... 7,740.00
Botanic and Afforestation Department............. 481.13
Public Works Department—

PrayaRoad West ...........ooo...... $1,000.00

Hosoitd Sheds, Kennedy

TOWN.coorreeeeeerreeeereeeesseeeens 850.00

TAEPNONES....cooreeeereeeeienees 700.00

Shedsa Tapo......ouwveeereeeenns 1,500.00

Lighthouserepars &c........... 1,500.00

Miscdlaneous........eeeenneeens 37000

5,920.00
L0 7= ST $14,429.63

The Governor recommends the Coundil to vote a sum
of $1,440 to cover, during the current year, the cog of
increases of salaries of Mr. Mooreand Mr. Mackie, student
interpreters

The Government recommends the Council to vote a
sum of $200 to provide additiond support for boats davits
inthe lighthouse seamtender Sanley.

The Governor recommends the Council to re-vote the
following sums, being unexpended baances of the votes
for 1900 under the heeding "'Public Works Extraordinary'":

Completion Improvement Wongneichong

Recreation Ground............cceeeeeeeneeeeeeeneenes $3132.10
Expensesinthe New Territory.........occeeeeeenne. 609.28
Yaumeati Nullah.........oeoeeeeceeeeeeseeeesevenns 1,263.32
Chair Shdlter a PegK ... 900.00
Didnfector Sation and Quarters.............u..... 1957.79
Saling Inlet Police Sation.........oeveevereevereens 137183

Causeway and Pier in Degp Water, Taipo..... 2,969.28

50’0 (010 0 o] IF: (10 =TSN 215534
PUDIIC LAMNES......oreeeereeeeeeeeeereeesseeeeereeeeenee 2,700.35
IS'STVS £2'0 <Yo AV/To: (o - TN 164448

0.7 [P $18,712.77

The Governor recommends the Coundil to vote a sum
of $1,145 in aid towards the sufferersby thefireat Ta Oon
the 2nd ingtant.

Thiswasal thebusness




