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25 JUNE, 1902.

Specid joint meeting of Executive and Legiddive
Councils convened by His Excdlency the Officer
Adminigering the Government on the occason of the

postponement of the Coronation of His Mgesty King
Edward VII.

PrESENT—

His Excaiency THE OFACER ADMINISTERING THE
GovernmenTt, Mgor-Generd Sir W. Gascoieng, K.CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. F H. May (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr Henry Seencer BerkeLey, K.B. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumsey, RIN. (Harbour
Mader).

Hon. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).

Hon. F. J. BapeLey (Captain Superintendent of Police).

Hon. Dr. Ho Kl.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Hon. C. S SHarp.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. G.W. F PLavrair.

Hon. R. SHenan.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

Rev. G. A. Buneury (Acting Cheplan S John's
Cathedrd).

His ExceLLency—Gentlemen of the Council, | have
summoned you here to-day on a most painful matter.
Little did we think when we last met here and were
looking forward with joyful anticipations to the
Coronation celebrations — which | may here say,
owing to the indefatigable exertions of the members of
the Coronation Committee,

would, | think you will agreewith me, have been acredit to
thisrigng Colony—little did we then think thet the next time
that | should summon you would be for the purpose of
discussing the question of their postponement. Gentlemen, |
may tell you that | have so far received no official
communication whatever—none from the Colonid Office,
nonefromthe Horse Guards, none fromthe Admirdty—all
| amin possession of iswheat you yoursalves equaly know
—Reuter'stelegrams. Thefirst one smply saysthat the
Coronation has been postponed indefinitely owing to His
Mg edy'sindigpogtion. Thenext onetdlisusthat theKingis
auffering from perityphlitis and theat asurgica operationis
rendered necessary. The next one speaks of the operation
being fixed for 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon and thet His
Mgesty hesissued anctice expressing hisdegp sorrow &t the
postponement of the Coronation cdleébrationsin London, and
itisHis Mgesty's earnest hope that the celebrationsin the
provincesand that the dinnersto the poor will not be deferred.
That isonly like HisMgesty'swell-known cond deration; he
thought, eveninthe midg of hisillness of the poor. The next
telegram spesks of the operation having been successfully
performed, thet the King borethe operation well, and that his
condition is satisfactory. Now, gentlemen, | want to put the
metter to you and | will be guided entirely by your opinion.
Theway | shdl put the matter will bethis If everything goes
as God knows| hopeit may go, satifactorily, later onthere
will be such acdebration of the King's Coronation when he
isrestored to perfect health, which God grant he may be,
there will be such a
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cdebration of his Coronaion as will make the whole
British Empire rgjoice, even dthough we in Hongkong
continue to hold the celebrations arranged for to-morrow
and thetwo following days. Again, gentlemen, weare men,
and we must look at both sides of the question. If, which
Goad forbid may be the case, further news do not go well
and we dected to hold these Coronation cdebrations,
would not the soul be knocked out of them entirdly if this
sword of Damodes which is hanging over uswere fdt the
whole time? | wish to leave the maiter entirdy to your
judgment, knowing well that | can rdy mogt implicitly
upon your opinion.

Hon. G. W. F PLarrar—Your Excdlency, spesking
persondly, | wish to say that | do not think that any
celebration should be hed in the next few days but
however much one might wish to avoid it | think it would
be necessary to have the two days ill as halidays, the
resson being that there might be legd complictions in
conection with the due dates of hills. Bills are only due on
Saurday and it might be awkward. There might be
questions arising legdly which it would be better to avoid.
| beieve the Chinee have made full arrangements for
having no work done during the next few days and it will
be no use having the offices open. At the same time, while
you have the offices two days dosed, there will be no
occason to have any cdebration.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Sir, | think dl the members of this
Council and | am sure dso the public in generd in this
Colony mug have received the sad news which Reuter
have trangmitted to us to-day concerning the King with the
degpest concern and sympathy, and | think, even if we
were to decide to go on with the Coronation celebrations, |
am draid that our heartswould be weighed down so much
by the news and anxiety and with our sympathy with our
most gracious King that we should not in the least enjoy
the cdebrations; and | think thet enjoyment is whet the
cdebration of the Coronation isfor. But with our Sovereign
the King lying in adangerous sate of hedth—athough the
latest tlegram says the operation is successful, he is, as
your Excdlency says, in an uncertain condiition of hedth—
I think it is only showing our true heartfelt repect to have
the entire celébrations postponed; the holidays of course
may go on. | know for one that during the two days,
whether we have holidays or not, we will mogt anxioudy
await news informing us of the condition of the King, and
we dl pray and hope thet the news in the next few days
will be mogt satisfactory and that it will occasion generd
pleaaure in knowing that God has through His kindness
preserved to us our Monarch.

Hon. C. S Starr—Your Excdlency, | think thet the
words are scarcely necessary and indeed would dmogt fall
to express the fedings of grief and sorrow that must be
prevaling over the whole Empire and dso this small
portion of that Empire a the news which has reached us
about the serious illness of our gradious Sovereign King
Edward. Suffice it to say that, as we were prepared to
celebrate the event which was to come off to-morrow with

gladness and dl manner of rgoicings, S0 dso do we now
fed the sad tidings which have come over by telegram, and
| think it would be, to say the leadt, unseemly for this
community to observe in any way excepting in sorrow the
holidays that have been st gpart for this. | have not had
time to persondly conault my colleagues in the Chamber
of Commerce as regards the holidays beyond a short
conversation with the Vice-Presdent, and if it is worth
while having our expression of opinion | may say that we
are both perfectly agreed as to, if not the advisdbility, the
possibility of postponing these holidays atogether. | think
this community will awat with the utmogt anxiety the
news that will come about our gracious Sovereign and we
al dncerdy hope and trug thet the news will be good
news

His ExcaLLency then put the question as to whether the
Coronation celebrations should be postponed indefinitely.

The meeting unanimoudy agreed that they should be
postponed.

His ExceLLency—The next quedtion | wish to put to
you is whether the holidays before arranged shdl continue
or not.

It was agreed that the holidays as dready aranged
should beheld.

His ExceLLency—There is another matter that | think
we might discuss here to-day. | think, if may be dlowed to
say S0, that your judgment onit will be absolutdly wiseand
correct. | should propose this, thet if later on in the day |
were to receive a tdegram out of kindness of the King's
heart requesting thet the Coronation cdlebrations should go
on, | should Hill propose to adhere to the decision we have
just arived a. Coronation celebrations are not dl entirdly
in our hands. Of course | might be ordered as a oldier, or
the Commodore might be ordered as a sdlor, to fire a
sdute and in that case, | should obey orders, but with
regard to the rest of the cdebrations proposed, like the
unveiling of the gaue, the opening of the Park, and the
Review, | should dill, subject to your gpprovd, adhere to
your decison. Doesthat meet with your gpprova?

This proposa wasagreed to.

His ExceLLency—Well, now, gentlemen, | am to ask
your opinion on ancther point. You know we had arranged
to have an impressive Divine service to-morrow in
celebration of the Coronation. That, likeeverything ese, is
unfortunately postponed. What do you say to having an
official service of intercesson to-morrow, and to make it
convenient to you and
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the public generdly, if you think well of it, can you signify
to me a what hour it would be most convenient for you
and | could arrange that such a service should be hdd? It
might be held if you like in the cool of the evening & 5.30,
or it might take the place of the savice which is
unfortunately now postponed. | would like your advice and
opinion onthat point.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—The suggedtion of your Excdlency
isan excdlent one, and | am sureit will meet with generd
goprovd. Dr. Ho Ka then suggested that the sarvice be
held a the same hour asthat origindly intended.

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey—Sir, far be it from me to
make any suggestion contrary to what your Excellency hes
uggested. But as you stated early in your speech, we have
hed no officid communication on the subject & present,
and it occursto me that it might be rather going a little bit
too quickly if any offidd service were hed. | think it
would beavery fitting thing indead to have asarvice, but it
would be better to wait until your Excdlency recaves
some officid intimation. It might perhaps be as wel to
postpone any officid natice of such a sarvice | merdy
throw this out as a suggestion. | am not looking & it in any

Spirit of opposition.

Hon. C. S Sqare—I think, gr, as there can be no
possible doubt asto the serious Sate of hedth in which our
Sovereign now is, any intercessond service would not be
out of place

It was unanimoudy agreed to hold an officid servicefor
intercessond prayer & 11 odock next forenoon in S,
John's Cathedral.

His Exca.Lency —Gentlemen, the matter has been
suggested to me— think it isavery good suggestion—and
| propose, subject to your gpprovd, that atdegram be sant
on your behaf and on behdf of the community expressing
our heartfdt sorrow at the news that has been received to-
day, showing our sympathy and asking for the earliest
news | have hardly hed timeto draft thewords.

Some discusson ensued as to the wording of the
telegram.

His ExcalLency afterwards moved thet the Councils
send the fallowing tdegram: —"The Executive and
Legidative Councils of Hongkong have heard with greet
sorrow the news of His Mgesy'silliness On behdf of the
entire community they express the earnest prayer of His
Mgesty'sloyd and devoted subjectsin this Colony thet the
King may shortly be restored to hedlth, and wait further
newswith degpest anxiety.”

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—! beg to second the proposa to send
this tdlegram. | think it is very fitting that instead of the
congratulatory tdegram, this tdegram should be sent
informing His Mgesty of our anxiety to get news of His
Maedy'shedth.

The Coundil agreed to themotion.

His BExceLLency—The Councils sand adjourned.




