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7w JULY, 1902.

PrEseNT—

His Excaiency THE OFACER ADMINISTERING THE
GovernmenT, Mgor-Generd Sir W. Gascoieng, K.CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. F. H. May (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr Henry SeencerR BErkeLEY, KNT. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesure).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumser, RN. (Harbour
Mader).

Hon. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).

Hon. F. J. BApeLEY (Captain Superintendent of Police).

Hon. Dr. HoKal., CM.G.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Hon. C. S SHare.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. G.W. F. PLavrair.

Hon. R. SHenan.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

HANANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary laid on the table Financid
Minutes Nos 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31, and moved that they
berefared to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TReasuReR Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The CoLoniAL Secretary laid on the table Report of the
Finance Committee (No. 7) and moved itsadoption.

The CoLoniAL TrReasuReR Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

REPORTS

The CoLoniAL SecreTARy laid on the tablethe Report on
the Government Brigade for the year 1901 and of the
Botanica and Afforestation Department.

WATER SUPPLY.

The following question, given notice of by Hon. G. W.
F Payfar, gopeared on the agenda — WIll the
Honourable Director of Public Works inform the Coundil
what geps if any, are being taken to cary out the
recommendation of Mr. Osbert Chadwick in his report on
the water supply of Hongkong dated 18th April, 1902,
epecidly having reference to the quedion of prompt
action in enlarging the Sorage cgpacity, as emphasised by
hisfollowing remarks "It is evident thet the water question
is pressing."—"It is one which should take precedence of
dl other sanitary improvements such as those of sawerage
and drainage"—"'It is necessary to act with promptitude.”

The Director oF PusLic Works—The following is the

reply, dr. — Mr. Chadwick did not limit his
recommendations to increasing the Storage capecity with a
view to augmenting the water supply at an ealy dete, as
gppears to be implied by the question. On the contrary he
pointed out thet the large resarvoir will do ubtless take two
yearsto congtruct. The steps taken, in accordance with Mr.
Chedwick's recommendations, comprise the despaitch of a
requistion in May last for one of the large pumping
enginesto belaid down at Tytam Tuk and the undertaking
of the surveys, borings, and sinking of tria pits required to
enable a scheme to be prepared for the condruction of a
largeresavoir.

PUBLICHEALTHAND BUILDINGSBILL.

The Attorney-Generat moved the firg reading of a
Bill entitted An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the
Lawsrdaing to Public Hedth and to Buildings.

The Director oF PusLic Works seconded the motion.

Hon. C. S SHarr—Sir, | do not know whether | amin
order or not in making any remarks at the present moment,
but I have a suggestion to make to the Government about
this Bill. Admittedly, the introduction of this Bill is giving
great concern and anxiety to property-holdersin Hongkong
and ds0 to mortgagees. The provisons of the Bill ssemto
reguire very careful condderation, and | would sugges to
the Government that if possiblethey should give the public
someideaof their views asto thetime that isto be dlowed
to elgpse before the second reading comes on, in order to
adlow the provisons of the Bill to befully considered.

The CoLoniaL SEcrReTary—Sir, in answer to theremarks
of the hon. member who hasjust sat down, | would say
thet it istheintention of the Government to take the second
reading of thisBill on thisday month. | would point out, S,
that the Bill, whileit isalong Bill, containsrealy not a
grest ded of new metter, athough that matter isimportant.
It will be found that in the part relating to public health,
there are only 11 sections containing changes of any
importance, and only one of these sections, No. 48, islikdy
to beat dl contentiousin its nature. In the part relating to
buildings, there are only 33 sections containing important
changes. Of these, 16 were contained in the Buildings Bill,
which was read afirst time on 11th March last and was
made the subject of criticism by some of the local
architects; and in these 16 sections a number of the
uggestions by locd architects have been embodied. There
remain, therefore, only 17 sectionswhich are new. Of thesg,
8 relate to ventilation, cementing of skirting of floors of
buildings, rise of staircases, provision of latrines and
fireplaces. These 8 sections cannot be called of a
contentious nature. There remain 9 sectionswhich are
likely to be contentious One relates to the space left
between a house and the
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hill near which it is built, 2 to cubides, 4 rdate to the
provison of open spaces around buildings, 1 relates to the
height of buildings and 1 limits the depth of living rooms
in certain buildings So that this long Bill of 276 sections
redly can be boiled down to 10 very important sections.
Hon. members and the public generdly have had this Bill
in thar hands for now nearly one month and the
Government think therefore thet if another month is given
it will be ample time for anybody to make up his mind
whether hewill support or whether he will opposethese 10
redly important sections. | would dso point out, S, that
what the Government desire is not to rush the Bill through
but to arrive as quickly as possble a that Sage when the
Bill can be thoroughly discussed and threshed out. Thet
dage, gr, is the Committee sage, and | trugt that hon.
members will be satisfied with the statement | have mede
and will be content to reed this Bill a second time on this
day month.

The motion was agreed to unanimoudy and the Bill
reed afirs time.

NATURALISATION ORDINANCES

The following Bills were submitted by the ATtorneY-
GeneraL. and reed afirg time, and, after sugpension of the
Sanding Orders, asecond and third time, and passed— A
Bill entitted An Ordinance for the Naturdisation of Choy
Chung Ni, dias Choy Chung, dias Choy Mun Ku, dias
Choy Kwong Yung; a Bill entitled An Ordinance for the
Naturdisation of Choy Yee dias Choy Man Loi, dias
Choy Siu Kwai; a Bill entitted An Ordinance for the
Naturdisation of Choy Kwa Ng, dias Choy Shing, dias
Choy Man Chow, dias Choy Kwong Tak.

NEW TERRITORIESLAND COURT.

The AtTornEY-GENERAL Moved the second reading of a
Bill entitted An Ordinance to further amend the New
Territories Land Court Ordinance, 1900 (No 18 of 1900).
He said— This Bill, as the title implies, is to amend the
exiding Ordinance in certain respects. Section 2 dlows a
daimant to have aright of apped in caseswhere hisdaim
has been Folit up into various sections, each under the
requisite amount dthough the origind dam may have
been for that amount. Section 3 proposes to amend Section
19 of the Ordinance now in force by extending to persons
lidble to pay a perpetud rent charge in money the
opportunity of redemption dlowed to persons lidble to a
smilar rent chage in grain by section 19. Section 4
provides for authenticated mgps and plans being received
as prima fadie evidence this dause having been taken
from the Straits Settlements Ordinance, No. 3 of 1893, The
Bill is a short one and very smple and its scope is very
dear. The principle no doubt hon. memberswill admiit. Itis
a right thing to dlow an goped in such cases as the
amendment provides, and dso with regard to the extension
of the opportunity of redemption to persons ligble to pay
perpetud rent in money. | think the principle of the Bill is
without objection.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill and
conddered it dauseby dause

On resuming, the Bill was read athird time and passed,
on the motion of the ATtorneY -GeneraL, Seconded by the
COLONIAL SECRETARY.

DANGEROUSGOODS

The ATTorNEY-GeEnErAL moved the second reeding of a
Bill entitted an Ordinance to further amend the Law
relaing to Dangerous Goods He said—The objects and
reasons of the Bill are to indude aqua fortis and vitriol as
wel| as phosphoruswithin the provisions of the Ordinance.

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill and
conddered it dauseby dause

On resuming, the Bill was reed athird time and passed,
on the motion of the AtTtorney-GeneraL, Seconded by the
COLONIAL SECRETARY.

THE CHARGESOF THE YEAR 1901

The CoLoniaL TReasurer—Si, in moving the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to authorise the
Appropriation of a Supplementary Sum of five hundred
and fifteen thousand two hundred and twenty-five dollars
and seven certts, to defray the charges of the year 1901, |
may mention thet it isthe usud custom to refer the Bill to
the Finance Committee for the whole matter to be fully
discussed and threshed out. | therefore beg to movethat the
Bill bereferred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL Secremary Seconded, and the motion was
carried.

THE PAWNBROKERS ORDINANCE.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary moved that the Council go
into Committee on the Bill entitled an Ordinance to further
amend the Pawnbrokers Ordinance (No. 3 of 1860).

The AttrorNeEY-GeneraL Seconded, and the motion was
caried.

In Committee,

Hon. R. Stewan sad—May | enquire why blanketsand
shoes should be excepted from the limitations of the Bill?

The CoLoniaL TrReasurer—Old custom.

On the Council resuming, there having been only one
smd| amendment in Committeg, the Bill was reed a third
time and passad, on the motion of the CoLoNIAL SecreTARY,
seconded by the ATTorNEY -GENERAL.

The Council theresfter adjourned.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was held
immediately after the Council, the Colonia Secretary (Hon.
F H. May, CM.G.) presiding.

NURSES EXPENSES

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote asum of $705 to cover
the cogt of 3months rent for aroom at " Cragieburn’ ($630)
and of tram tickets ($75), for the use of the Nursng Sigters
of the Government Civil Hospitd.

The CHairvan—This privilege has been accorded to the
nurses of the Government Civil Hospitd for the lagt two
years and it is proposed to accord them the same privilege
thisyear for the months of July, August, and September.

Thevotewas agreed to.
GRANT TOINTERPRETER.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $90, being
gat of a teecher's dlowance to Mr. N. G. Nolan,
Interpreter to the Magidracy, for sudying the Fukien
didect, for 9 months a the rate of $10 per mensem.

The Crairvan—Mr. Nolan has dgnified his intention
of dudying this new didect, and in accordance with the
regulations this dlowance has been granted to him. If he
doesnot pass hewill haveto refund the dlowance.

Thevotewas carried.
PUBLICWORKSEXTRAORDINARY.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $22,500 to
meet the cogt to be incurred for the carrying out of the
undermentioned works during the current yeer:—

Public Works Extraordinary.
(1) City Waterworks Extenson, Tytam Tul
15w 1 = 10 RN $20,000.00
Preiminary and Temporary Works, ...
(2) City Waerworks—Provison of Public
oWy 7= 1o SO, 2,50000
Totd, $22,500.00

The CHairvan—The firg item is to cover the codt this
year of the preiminary works recommended by Mr.
Chadwick; the second itemisto providefor the digtribution
of water in the dreats dso in accordance with that
gentleman's recommendations

Hon. R. SHewan—Isthat dl that isto be donethisyear?
The Director oF PusLic Works—That will bedl, gr.

Hon. G. W. F. PLavrir—Does it indude the temporary
reservoir which Mr. Chadwick recommended?

The Director of PusLic Works— There will be
something done towards that during the present yesr, |
hope, but it will be acomparaivey smdl work. Itis merdy

atemporary expedient to enable water to be passed to the
pumping engines when these are erected. The pumping
engineswill probably not be erected till eghteen months or
o fromnow,

The Hon. R. SHewan wias proceeding to interrogate the
Director of Public Works as to whether anything had been
doneto extend the waterworks, when

The CHairvaN said—In these maters a condderable
amount of prdiminary work has to be done—surveys
taken from sea levd to 250 feat above Ordnance datum;
we cannot gart without proper data to go upon, and that
takesacondderabletime.

Hon. R Ssewan—Would it not be possble by
increasng the staff and spending more money to do more
work?

The Director oF PusLic Works—Steps have been
taken, gir, to increase the supply of weter. A catchwater has
been congtructed dong the south sSde of Mount Cameron,
which will form a very consderable auxiliary to the water
upply, asaso will the bywash reservoir under congtruction
a Tytam. Therefore | hope thet with ordinary good fortune
in the matter of rainfdl we will not again auffer the
experiences accompanying the severe droughts of recent
years

Hon. G. W. F. PLarrir—t is very satisfactory to hear
thet satement.

Hon. R. Stewan—Would it not be possible to do more
by spending more money?

The DirecTor oF PusLic Works—The question is to
provide for a supply by pumping. To do thet we must have
pumping engines and these pumping engines and the
necessary mains cannot passibly be available until next dry
Season, 0 that it would be usdess to attempt to provide
anything extensve in the way of areservoir if we have not
the means of pumping up the water. Then as to the
gravitation supply—an ordinary work of that naure
reguires aperiod of 18 months or two yearsto carry out, 0
thet it would be of no use to attempt to do anything of that
kind with a view to increasng the supply during the
forthcoming dry season.

Hon. R. SHewan—Does the Hon. Director of Public
works assure us that he can do nothing more to extend the
supply during the next dry season than spend $20,000?
Would it not be possible to store a greet dedl of the water
thet is presently running to wade in the Colony? There
must be many ways of accomplishing that.

The CHairvan—We have had one of the best sanitary
engineers out here and he has recommended us to adopt a
certain course and we are adopting hisrecommendations

Hon. R. SHewan—If the Hon. Director of Public Works
will assure us that he can do nothing more, of course we
will haveto be stisfied.
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The Hareour Master—1 hope, S, that because we
pased through an exceptiondly dry season this year,
Hongkong is not going into hysterics over the water
upply.

Hon. R. Stewan—We may hope for good fortune as
much aswelike

The Hareour Master—But | hope we will keep out of
hyserics
The CHairvan—You cannot do anything urtil you get
the pumping engine. In the meantime everything is being
done that can bedone
Thevote was agreed to.
TENNISCOURT AT CANTON.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Council to vote a sum of $166.84 to
defray onethird share of $500.50, being cogt of the
congruction of atenniscourt for the use of the Cadetsin the
British Yamén inddethe city of Canton.

The CHarRvaN—The cogt of this tenniscourt was
recommended to be shared by the Governments of
Hongkong, the Strait Settlements, and the Federated Mday
Satesfor the recreation of their Cadetsat Canton.

The ATtoRNEY-GENERAL—It IS necessary thet these

young men should have innocent hedlthful recreetion of
thisnature.

Thevote was agreed to.
QUARTERSALLOWANCE

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Counil to vote asum of $295.48, being
grant of an dlowance for quarters and fud and light to
Inspector Hudson, the Inspector of Brothels, during the
current yesr.

Abgtract.
For quarters from 20th May to 31 December,

1902, inclusive, a $30 per mensem ... $221.61
Light and fud for the same period a $10 per

The Crairvan—Provisons were not mede for these
quarters, fud and light in the estimates for the present year
and thisvoteisthereby necessitated.

The CapraiN  SUPERINTENDENT OF Police — "The
Inspector of Brothels' is nat quite the proper title. He is
Inspector under the Protection of Women and Girls
Ordinance. The Government have no cognisance of
brothes

The CoLoniaL TrReasURER—There are some in the
Coalony, | think.
The vote was agreed to.
SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE.

The Committee then proceeded to the consideration in
detdl of the items contained in the Bill entited An

Ordinance to adhorise the Approprigion of a
Supplementary Sum of Five hundred and fifteen thousand
two hundred and twenty-five Dollars and seven Centts, to
defray the Charges of the Year 1901, which wasasfollows

Wheress it hes become necessary to make further
provison for the public service of the Colony for the year
1901, in addition to the charge upon the revenue and other
founds of the Colony for the sarvice of the sad year
dready provided for: Be it enacted by the Governor of
Hongkong, with the advice and consent of the Legidative
Council thereof, asfollows

1. A aum of Fve hundred and fifteen thousand two
hundred and twenty-five Dollars and seven Centsis hereby
charged upon the revenue and other funds of the Colony
for the sarvice of the year 1901, the said sum so charged
being expended ashereinafter gpecified; that isto say—

Charge on Account of Public Debot .................. $BHA3A
[0S (00N 14,07355
Governor and Legidaure .........cc.oeeeeneeceereeeens 836.99
Colonid Secretary's Department .......oeveeeeeen. 5,354.40
AUdit DEPATMENT ....ooovveeeeeeereereressssessssesnens 2,706.33
(== SV 7,930.98
[ 05 O 1[0 RN 4,20551
Harbour Magter's Department 14,72363
11,561.66

10,297.71

425418

11,776.93

253,035.33

68,035.76

Ordinary Expenditure ...........ccoeevvvnnne. $417,395.80
Extraordinary Public Works ............. 97,829.27

Totd Supplementary Votes............... $515,225.07

When the item entitled "Miscdllaneous Sarvices' came
on for approvd,

Hon. R. SHewan said—Sir, | protest againgt this way of
dating this item. It ssems to me that it is perfectly
ridiculous to put $253,000 under miscellaneous services
out of atotd vote of $417,000. If you are giving thisto the
public for thelr information, | submit it isno information a
al. If | remember rightly, spesking from memory, the
principal item in this account was plague, and why on earth
we should not |et the public know that the plague cost them
0 much and the other items so much | do not know. If itis
intended that the public should not know the amount of
money that has been spertt, then | think thisisthe best way.
But if it isintended to give the public information | contend
thet you are not giving them information when you put
more then hdf of the whole amount of the vote under
miscdlaneous services

The CHaIRMAN—Y0U See, not having voted a plague
vote in 1901 the sum had to be charged to the most
gppropriate vote, which was miscel laneous services. Next
year—as this plague expenditure isannually recurrent—
you will have aspecia plague vote opened and will not
have it under miscellaneous services any more;
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but in this particular casg, it was impossible to charge the
expenditure under any other heed.

Hon. R. SHewan—Surdly it would have been a very
smple mater to put in an explanatory note stating thet the
plague cost 0 much and the other items so much. It gives
no information to the public asitis

The CooniaL Treasurer (holding up a copy of the
accounts)—This book contains dl the ddalls of the

expenditure.

Hon. R. SHewan——But the public do not get thet, and
they cannot get the information in the Government Gazette.

The CoLoniaL TreasurRer—Thisislaid onthetable

Hon. R. SHewan—BUt it is not printed in the Gazette
This (referring to the ligt as it gppears above) is printed in
the Gazdtte and givesno informationinthelesst.

The Harsour Master—It is an Ordinance, ad is
printed assuch.

Hon. R. SHewan—It is no information for the public. |
am asking if the Gazette is intended for the information of
the public.

The Harsour Master—This is an Ordinance, not
informeation for the public.

Hon. R. SHewan—Excuse me, | an addressing the chair.
| do not refer to the Ordinance. | refer to the Gazette, and |
am asking the Chairman whether the Gazette isintended
for the information of the public. Hon. members who
interrupt should speak to the point. If

the hon. member is going into hyserics, | will retire. The
hon. member dther goesinto hyserics or says you are out
of order; that seemsto be hismode of procedure; he objects
to being interrupted himsalf when he addressesthe chair.

The Harsour Master— gpologise if | interrupted. |
washot avare of it.

The Crairman—I think | have explained the reason
why this particular vote is 0 very large—in the fallowing
year thisexpenditurewill be charged to agpecid heed.

Hon. R. Stewan— quite understand that, and thank
you, gr, for atempting to explain the matter to me, but |
think you have missed the point. At any rae, you are
ceatanly more courteous then some other Officid
Members. My point was to have thisissued in such aform
that the public can underdand it—not merdy to sy,
"Miscdllaneous Sarvices, $253,000."

The CHairvan—ASto that, if any member of the public
wantsto know anything he can obtain the information. Itis
dl lad on thetable of the Coundil.

Hon. R. S4ewan—The public cannot come up to the
tableand read dl that islad there.

The CHairvan dosured the discussion by taking the
opinion of the Committee on the vote, which was carried

by an easy mejority.

All the items were passed and the vote agreed to
without further discusson.

Thiswasdl the public business




