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9m AUGUST, 1902.

Soecid meding convened for the purpose  of
conddering the terms of a congratulaiory telegram to be
st to Thar Mgedies King Edwad and Queen
Alexandraon the subject of their Coronation.

PrESENT—

His Excaiency the OrAcer ADMINISTERING THE
GovernmienT, Mgor-Generd Sir W. Gascoieng, K.CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. F H Mav (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sir H. S. BerceLey (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumsey, RN. (Harbour
Madter).

Hon. W. CratHam (Director of Public-Works).

Hon. Dr. FE W. CLark (Medicd Officer of Hedlth).

Hon. Dr. Ho Kl.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Hon. C. S SHaRr.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. R. SHEwaN.

HisHonour W. MaicH Goopman, Chief Jugtice, and M.
W. DanBY were o presert.

Addressing the Council, His ExceLLENcY said—
Gentlemen of the Council, | have summoned you here to-
day in order to propose for your approval arespectful
telegram of congratulation to be sent to Their Mgesties
King Edward Vi and Queen Alexandra on this most
auspiciousday of their Coronation. Genttlemen, you will all
remember the day, about Sx weeks ago when | summoned
you here to seek your advice asto the proceedings we
should adapt on the unofficid notification we had received
of the dangerousillness of our King. Permit meto say,
gentlemen, that | think the advice you gave me that day
enabled usto act herein Hongkong inamanner and with a
di gnity befitting

this Colony. Thosethingsthat it was wiseto carry onwe
carried on; those things that it was well to postpone we
postponed. Amongst other things, you advised me to
despatch immediately atelegram of condolenceto Her
Majesty Queen Alexandra, and you received agracious
acknowlegement in reply. Now | aminapostiontoread to
you agracious message that we have received from King
Edward V1. The message runs as follows.—"To my
people on the eve of my Coronation, an event which | look
upon as one of the mogt solemn and important inmy life. |
am anxious to express to my people at home and in the
Coloniesandin Indiamy heert-felt gppreciation of the deegp
sympathy which they have manifested towards me during
the time that my life wasin such imminent danger. The
postponement of the ceremony owing to my illness caused,
| fear, much inconvenience and trouble to those who
intended to celeébrateit, but their disgppointment was borne
by them with admirable patience and temper. The prayers
of my people for my recovery were heard, and | now offer
up my deepest gratitude to Divine Providence for having
preserved my life and given me strength to fulfil the
important dutieswhich devolve upon me asthe Sovereign
of this great Empire.—(Sd.) Edward R. and |.—
Buckingham Palace, 8th August, 1902." Gentlemen, | am
sureyou will al receive that gracious message from the
King with great gratitude. Far distant aswe are from the
scene of the great event which isto take place to-day, we
dhdl betherein spirit, and, as| have said before on severd
occasons, | have had many proofsthat though this Colony
isasmall one compared with othersin the Empire, yet
there arein it aloyalty and devotion second to none.
(Applause)) Gentlemen, the tdlegram which | proposeto
send, with your approval, reads as
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folons—"The Executive and Legidative Coundils of
Hongkong, on behdf of Your Mgesty's subjects in this
Coalony, beg most humbly to tender their heartfet thanks
for Your Mgesty's most gracious message received this
day, and to offer their loyd and respectful congratulations
to you on Your Mgesty's regoration to hedth and on the
occason of the Coronation of Your Mgesty as King and
Emperor and of Her Mgesty Queen Alexandra, believing
tha the joyfu evet to be consummated to-day
foreshadows a long and glorious reign for Your Mgedies
and an era of happiness, properity, and honourable peace
for Your Mgesty'sKingdom and Empire.”

The reading of the tdegram concdluded amidst loud
goplause.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Sir, | have the grestest pleasure in
seconding the resolution which your Excedlency hes 0
doquently proposed. | am confident that this resolution will
meet with the unanimous and joyous assnt of dl my
colleagues on this Coundil, both officid and unofficid, and
that, further, it will have the universal concurence of dl His
Mgesty's loyd subjects in this Colony, of whatever race
and creed. Though we ae compaaivdy a smal
community living in a Far Eagtern Colony, yet | may
venture to say without fear of contradiction that we are
behind nonein loydty and devation to our Gracious King,
and that in no part of the vast Empire was the recovery of
His Mgegy from his recent dangerous illness received
with more demondration of joy and thanksgiving, and that
in no other British Colony or posseesson will the
Coronation of His Mgedy and of His Mgesdy's Royd
Consort be celébrated to-day with grester rgjoicing and
gadness (Applause) Theterms of thetdlegram just reed, |
fear, express but fecbly the sentiments we fed on this most
auspicious occasion, but they will serve a leadt to convey
to Their Mgedies, however imperfectly it may be, our
humble and heartfdt congratulations, and our fervent
prayer for along, glorious, peaceful, and prosperous reign.
| beg to second the resolution. (Applause)

Hon. C. S Starr—Your Excdlency, | esteam it the
highest honour to have the opportunity of resolution the
upporting you have just proposed for the despatch of a
telegraphic message of homage and congratulation to our
mogt gracious Sovereign, King Edward VII., on this
historic and auspicious occasion of the Coronation of Their
Mgedties the King and Queen. It is indeed a most
memorable event when His Mgesty assumes the full sate
and dignity of the Crown, and we in thisfar distant outpost
of the Empire on such an occasion as this fed oursdves
drawvn more dosy into touch with our many brethren of
that mighty Empire across the sess. 1t is, therefore, most
meet and fitting that we should join with them heart and
hands in tendering our homege and affection to His

Maesty on thisday, which will be cdebrated with gladness
and dl manner of rgoicings, aswell as with fedings of the
despest loydty and devation, by the many peoples of the
British Empire, of whasoever race or creed, or
wheresoever they may be scattered across the face of the
globe and these fedings will be dl the more intense,
inasmuch as from the King on his throne to the lomliest of
his subjects dl are 0 degply imbued with a feding of
devout thankfulness to Almighty God that it has pleassd
Him to ordain thet the sword is sheethed once more, and to
vouchssfe to the Empire areturn of the pricdess blessngs
of peece (Applaue) We have further exceeding and
abundant cause for rgoicing and thankfulnessin that it has
a5 pleased Him to deliver our gracious Soveregn from
the dangerous mdady which lad hold of him, and to
restore him to hedth and gsrength, and that he may be
spared to have along, happy, glorious, and pesceful reign
over usis the united and heartfelt prayer of al his people
this day. (Applause) Amidgt dl the rgjoicings across the
worldwide domain of the Empire| fed certain that by none
of his people will this day be cdebraied with grester
oladness or with fedings of deeper loydty and devotion
then by the inhabitants of this Colony, one of the smdled,
though by no means the least valuable or important of the
jewds in His Mgesty's Crown. As British-born subjects
we accept as our indienable hirthright the blessings of
British protection, British law and justice, and above dl
thet glorious and unequidled heritage, the charter of British
liberty and freedom; and dthough as a people we may not
be given to much outward show or parade of our fedings
in regard to these, we neverthdess prize in the highest
posshle sense the proud possession of these precious
privileges on which the might and grandeur of the Empire
and the happiness and wefare of its peoples are built. Our
fdlow resdents of other birth, who ether here or in cther
parts have dwdt for any length of time under the aegis of
the British flag, have learned to the full the inestimeble
benefits of the liberty, judtice and freedom bestowed by thet
glorious flag wherever it waves and | fed | have full
warrant for afirming thet they most heartily participate in
our sertiments, as they dso come to join us in our
rgoicings this great day. We, therefore, the whole of the
inhabitants of this Colony, desre to take our place dong
with the res of the Empire in presenting our heartfelt
homage and dfectionate congratulations to his mogt
gracious Mgesty on this mogt auspicious occason. On this
day of dl othersthe fervent prayer of oneand dl of usmust
be"God SavetheKing!" (Applause)

His ExceLLency—Gentlemen, You have heard the
resol ution to be forwarded by me, and you have heard the
very able and eloquent
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and loyd and heartfdt gpeeches of the two gentlemen who
seconded the resolution. Those of you who arein favour of
adopting the resolution be good enough to signify the same
by ganding up in your places

The Council roseen mase.

His Exca.Lency—Carried nem con. Gentlemen, The
telegram shdl go within an hour, and | beg to thank you
very much for your atendance thismorning.

The Coundil then adjourned.




