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13m AUGUST, 1902.

PrEseNT—

His Excellency THE OrAcER ADMINISTERING  THE
GovernmenT, Mgor-Generd Sir W. Gascoieng, K.CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. F. H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr Henrr Seencer BerkeLey, KT. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumser, RN. (Harbour
Mader).

Hon. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Dr. FE W. CLark (Medicd Officer of Hedlth).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Hon. C. S SHare.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. G.W. F. PLavrair.

Hon. R. SHenan.

Mr. M. J. Dravson (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

The minutes of the last megting of Council and of the
specid medting held on the Sth ingt., having been read and
sgned,

Hon. R. Siewan sad—Sir, With reference to these
minutes, | beg to move thet the answver to Mr. Playfair's
question be recorded in full, and that in future the answers
to quedtions of hon. members be recorded in full in the
same manner as the quedtions are recorded. Mr. Playfair
has asked an important question, and | cannot see why the
ansver should not be recorded. | am quite sure the
Government are not ashamed of the answers they give to
these questions, and therefore | cannot see why they should
not record them. The necessity for recording the answersto
these quedtions is S0 obvious thet | do not think it is

necessary for meto say anything more on the subject.

Hon. G. W. PLavrair— beg to second.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary—Sir, the matter wias carefully
looked into when the hon. member made a smilar
uggedtion before, and it was found that these minutes of
the Council are prepared in quite coret form and
according to Parliamentary precedent. | see no sufficient
reason mysdlf for departing from the correct form.

The ATTorNEY-GENERAL—TO0 do what the hon. member
desires would be quite out of order. These minutes are
merdly a record of procesdings, not a detailed report of
them. When a quedtion is put, the fact is recorded thet the
question was put and the answer given. It is necessary to
st out the question in full, or the minutes would fall in
sengble meaning, but it isnot customary nor isit necessary
to sat out a length the answer given. For ingtance, the
minutes Smply record the fact that a bill was reed the firgt
time or the second time, and 0 on. The provisons of the
bill are not st out in detal in the minutes, and if hon.
members desre to know what the details of the hill are,
there is a proper place to look for them. So it is with the
answers given to questions, and for these reasons it would
be unwise, because unnecessary, to adopt the suggestion of
the hon. member.

Hon. R. Siewan (on a dgn of assent from His
ExceLency)—In the firg place, gr, | object to the
datement—

The CoLoniAL SecreTary—Sir, | riseto order.

His ExceLLency—Yes, | dlowed the hon. member to
pek.

Hon. R. S#ewan— think | have aright to reply. In the
firg place 1 cannot admit the statement of the Colonid
Secretary that it would be incorrect to do as | suggest.
Surdy it would be more correct to place the question and
the answer on record than to place the question and no
ansver. Then the Hon. Attorney-Generd said the minutes
were but arecord of proceedings, but | leave it to you to
say whether it isarecord merdly to say that someone asked
aquestion and the Colonid Secretary replied.

TheHArRBOUR MASTER—YES.
Hon. G. W. E PLayrair—No.

Hon. R. Svewan—I leaveit to you—I leaveit to all
sengblemen to say whether that isarecord; it is absolutdly
norecord & dl, anditisperfectly ridiculousto say it is. Asl
have dready said, | believe the Government are perfectly
sncerein the answers they give to these questions, and
why should not the replies be given in full so that people
outside may be given the opportunity of seeing them? As
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matters gdand a present, you cannot comment on a
question after it hasbeen answered.

The ATtornEY-GENERAL—YOU Mgy make a motion on
it.

Hon. R. SHewan——But you cannot comment onit.

The ATtornEY GENERAL—T he proper way to comment
onitishy way of amotion.

Hon. R SHewan—You cannot ducidate what the
Government sad in reply to a question, as we unofficid
members are not dlowed to gand up and ask what is
meart, nor can we refer to any record to see what the reply
was

The AttorNeY-GeneraL—In courts of law, and in this|
think the Senior Unofficid Member will bear me out, the
minutes prepared by the regisrar are the bare record of
what has occurred. For indance, a motion is made, and a
record of the fact is st out shortly; the court ddivers
judgment, refusing the gpplication and here again this fact
is recorded, but the ressonsfor thet judgment are not Sated.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary — The hon. member seems
to forget that there is a reporter here specidly paid for
recording the proceadings of this Coundil, and thet the
proceedings gppear in the public Press and are d<0
recorded in the Hansard.

Hon. R. Ssewan—The only offica record of the
procesdings of this Coundil, | understand, appears in the
Government Gazette.

The CooniaL Treasurer—No, they appear in the
Hansard.

The Hareour Master—They are recorded in the
Hansard, and do not gppeer in the Government Gazette at
al.

Hon. R. Ssewan—If the Government are bound by the
Hansard.

The CoLoniaL TReasurReR—They are. It hasbeen quoted
in Council before.

His ExceLLency—Does the hon. member wish me to
takeavote.

Hon. R. SHewan— do.

Themoation wasthen put to the Council and logt.
THE KINGSMESSAGE TOHONGKONG.

His Exca.Lency—Gentlemen, before proceeding with
the ordinary business of the meeting, | should like to reed
to you a tdegram | recaved this morning from the
Seoretary of Sate for the Colonies to HEe. the Officer
Adminigering the Government, dated 12th Augugt, 1902:
—"His Mgesty the King cordidly thanks the Executive
and Legidative Councilsand people of Hongkong for their
loyad congratulationsto him and Her Mgesty the Queen on
the occasion of their Coronation.” (Applause)

HNANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secreary laid on the table Finencid
Minute (No. 38) and moved that it be referred to the
Finance Committea.

The CoLoniAL TrReasuRer Seconded, and the motion was

agreed to.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary laid on the table the Report of
the Finance Committee (No. 10) and moved its adoption.

The CoLoniaL TReasurer Seconded, and the motion was
agread to.

QUESTIONS

Hon. R. SHewan— rise dr, to put the quedtions of
which | gavenoticeat last medting.

The questionswere asfollows—

How is the Widows and Orphans Penson Fund
formed?

What doesthefund amount to at present?

Dodl Civil sarvantssubscribeto it?1f not, why not?

What proportion of their sdariesis subscribed by those
who beong to the Fund?

Do the Government assist this Fund in any way
dready?

If 0, how?

What is the difference between the rate of 3/- per dollar
and the rate taken a by 1/9 edimated to amount to per
annum?

The difference between 1/6 the rate paid by Ceylon and
the rate of the day, say 1/4, is only wtopence per rupee, or
say 123 per cent., but at Hongkong the difference will be
about 1/3 per dallar, or over 70 per cent. Why is the
Hongkong contribution so much more liberd?

The CoonAL SecretArRy said—The answer to the
guesionsare asfollows—

a. The Fund isregulated by Ordinance No. 15 of 1900
asamended by Ordinance 28 of 1900 and 12 of 1902.

b. On 31¢ December last the amount at credit wes
$109,266, as sated in the annual report laid before Coundl
inthe beginning of the year.

c. All Civil sarvants with sdlaries of $240 or more per
annum contribute to the Fund, with the exception of afew
officers who joined the service before 1t January 1891,
that being the date of theinitation of the Fund.

d. 4 per cart.

e Yes by guaratesing 6 pe cent. interest on the
capitdl of the Fund.

f. Only an experienced actuary could, after greet labour,
ansver this quegion. As dreedy explained in Finance
Committee, a rough esimate would put the cog to
Government & a few hundred dallars next year, rising
annudly to a maximum of $12,000 in about thirty yeers
and then rgoidy dedining till extinction. Officars
gppointed after lagt year, whose widows would be likdly to
draw pendon in England, are now contributing on a
derling bads and therefore the vote affects only those
officers gppointed before the end of 1901.

0. The resson probebly is thet Ceylon is practicdly a
gold Colony with the rupee & 1s 4d. and there is no
necessity for that Government to put up more then 2d. the
rupeeto make an adequate gerling penson in England.
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Thereis nothing more on the subject than the Secretary
of State's depatch dready laid before Council.

COLLAPSESOFHOUSES

Hon. G. W. F. PLarrair—8ir, | rise to give natice of the
following question which | shdl ask a next mesting of
Coundil: "To ask the Hon. the Colonid Secretary, with
reference to the recent collgpses of nemy erected housesin
both Hongkong and Kowloon, and consequent deplorable
loss of life, what steps have the Government taken to fix
the responghility? There being no coroner's jury, does not
the onusrest with the Government—

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—1 rise to order, gr. It is
debatable matter.

Hon. G. W. E PLarmir—] am asking a question.
(Proceading.)—T here being no coroner's jury, does not the
onusregt with the Government—

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—Not necessarily
Hon. G. W. E PLayrair—But | am asking the question.
The CoLoniaL TrReasurer—It isdebatable

Hon. G. W. F PLavrair (continuing—Does not the
onusrest with the Government to seethat human lifeis not
heedlesdy sacrificed and that punishment is meted out to
the guilty? As the plans were passed by the P W. D. the
fault presumably must bein scamped work, and if thisis s,
will the Government not take steps to punish the wrong-
doers and in future to license contractors under bond or
otherwise, 0 &s to have a hold over them in the event of
wilful neglect to put in honest work? And findly, will the
Government gate what the regulations are as to public
enquiriesbeing hed into acd dents such asthese?!

The CoLoniaL Secrerarv—It may be as well now to
date, for the information of the hon. member, tha the
reason of there having been no coroner's enquiry <o far is
that it takes time to get the necessary reports to endble the
coroner to judge upon which of these cases if any, an
enquiry is necessary. When these collapses occurred,
reports were cdled upon them from the police and from
the Director of Public Works, and an enquiry will be hed
as300n asthe coroner has had time'to Sft these reports.

Hon. G. W. E PLayrair—1 am much obliged.
THEWATERBILL.
The AttorNEY -GeneraL moved the third reading of the
Bill entitled an Ordinance to provide for and regulate the
Supply of Weter in the Colony of Hongkong and for the

Maintenance and Repar of the Works in connection
therewith.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the motion was
caried.

The Attorney-GeneraL then moved that the Bill be
pasxd.
The CoLoniAL SecreTARY Seconded.

Hon. Dr. Ho KaI-Sir, | desire to ask that my dissent to
the passng of the Bill and that of my colleague opposite be
recorded.

The ATTorRNEY-GENERAL—T he only way to do that isto
voteagaing it.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Very wel.
His ExceLLency—Then | understand you opposeit?
Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—I do.

The mation that the Bill be passed was then, put to the
Council. On adivision being taken ten voted for the mation
and two (Hon. Dr. Ho Ka and Hon. Wei A Yuk) againgt it.

TheBill was accordingly passed.
The Coundil adjourned Snedie.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hdd
immediatdly after the Council, the Colonia Secretary (Hon.

F. H. May, CM.G.) presding.
THEVOLUNTEER CONTINGENT.

There was only one minute before the Committee, and
in it the Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Councl to vote a further sum of
£1,245.3.0, being the estimated sum required to mest the
charge for the pay of the Volunteer Contingent during their
absence from the Colony in connection with the
Coronation of His Mgesty the King, as gpproved by the
Secretary of Sate.

ABSTRACT.
Pay on voyageto and from England 84 days—
1 Mgorat 16-aday, ....commeeenne £ 67 4 0
1 Lieutenata 7/6aday, ............ 31 10 0
3 Sageantsa 4/- eechaday, ... 5 8 0
4 Corpordsat 3/- eechaday, ..... 5 8 0
32 Rank and File a 2/6 eech a
e } @ 0o
Totd pay onvoyagg, ........ £ 55 10 0
Pay whilein England, 57 days—
1 Mgora 30-aday, ....ccowrrerne £ 8 10 0
1 Lieutenant a 14/-aday, ......... 39 18 0
3 Sergeantsat 7/- eechaday, .... 5 17 0
4 Corpordsét 6/- eechaday, .... 68 8 O
32Ra:j1g/andlf|lea5/-ea:ha 5 0 0
Totd inEnglang, .............. £ 709 13 0
(€770’ l [o:7= RRNE—— £1245 3 0

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—! should like to know. Mr.
Charman, whether those members of the Volunteer
Contingent who are Government servants are supposed to
draw their Government pay in full and thispay in addition?
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The Crairvan— may explain thet the atention of the

Secretary of State was drawn to that point by telegraph, but
an ansver has not been recaived yet.

Hon. C. S Siarr—This expenditure was never
contemplated when the Contingent was sent home?

The CoLoniaL TReasuRER—The dipuldion wes that
they wereto receive no pay whatever.

The Crairvan— shdll read to you the communication
of the Secretary of State on the subject, and put you in
possession of al thefacts| havegot.

The communication wasread.

The CoLoniAL TReasurer—The point | want to make
dear inthismatter isthis Had it been understood the men
were to be paid, would not the Colony have been better
enabled to make a sdlection of the Volunteersto go home?
(Laughter.) They were told that they would

receive no pay when they went home, and they go home
and arepad.

The CHairvaN—It appears that other Colonid troops
werepad.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—We knew that beforehand.

THE CHAIRMAN—T he Straits Settlements were not going

to give them pay, but they gppear to have changed ther
mind.

Hon. G. W. F. PLarmir—Are there not a lot of these
men not going to come back—men tha were only there
for the Coronation?

The Crairman—I suppose they will get pay only while
they are in camp or teking pat in the Coronation
celebrations

Hon. G. W. F. PLavrir— do not suppose a quarter of
them were in camp from the 26th of June till the 9th of
Augus, and they would be getting paid dl thetime.

Thevotewas put to the megting and agreed to.

Thiswasal thebusness.




