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9m OCTOBER, 1902.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLLency THE GoverRnOR, Sr Henry A. BLAKE,
GCMG

Hon. Colond L. F Brown, RE. (Senior Officer
Commanding the Garrison).

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr Henry Seencer BErkeLEY, KNT. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumsey, RN. (Harbour
Madter).

Hon. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).

Hon. F W. CLark (Medicd Officer of Hedth).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. C. S SHare.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. G. W. F. PLAYRAIR.

Hon. R. SHEwAN.

Mr. C. CLevenmi (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

HON. R SHEWAN'SRE-ELECTION.

Hon. R. Shewan was re-sivorn amember of the Council,
having been re-dected to represent the Generd Chamber
of Commerce.

SPEECH BY THEGOVERNOR.

His ExceLLency the Governor said—Gentlemen, —
Sincel last addressed you, there have been many changes
in the membership of this Council, and while | have to
expressmy regret a the loss of the able assigance that this
Coundil hesreceived initsddiberationsfrom the Members
both officid and Unofficid who have vacated thelr seets |
welcome most cordially the Honourable Members by
whom they have been replaced, possessing, asthey do, a
high standard of legal and business capacity that
commands the confidence of the community. During my
visit to England | had the honour of being received in
audience by the King and of hearing from HisMgesty's
lips his appreciation of the loyalty that has always
distinguished Hongkong and of obtaining HisMgesty's
gracious permisson for the erection of the statue proposed
to be presented to the Colony by Sir Paul Chater, while His
Royd Highnessthe Prince of Wales expressed hisgpproval
of the erection of his statue smilarly offered by Mr. Bell-
Irving, thenaMember of this Council. Thegraveillnessof
the King on the eve of the Coronation day has happily
terminated without permanent injury to His Majesty's
health, and the manner in which it was borne has served
intengfy if that to were possibletheloya affection for the

person of HisMgesty among his people, who admire the
kingly qualities of fortitude and courage displayed at that
mogt trying juncture. | was glad to learn by thetelegrams
that Hongkong was not behind the other portions of the
Empirein its demongtrations of joy at the Coronation of
the King and Queen, and | hope that the King's Park then
dedicated to the use of the public will in future be an open
ace asattractive asit will be valuable to the inhabitants
of Kowloon. Under the provisions of the Treaty of
Commerce arranged at Shanghai beteen Great Britain
and Chinathe Inland Navigation Regulations have been
revised in accordance with the views put forward by the
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, and the Ports
Kongmoon on the West River and Weichow on the East
River have been opened as Treaty Ports. | congratulate
you on this arrangement, for which | have griven for the
past three years. Some of the provisions of the Treaty
have been adversdly criticised on the assumption thet the
Chinese Government will be unable to perform the
obligations accepted by them. It must, however, be
apparent, that such assumption would preclude any
arrangement whatever, the necessary condition
preliminary to any Treaty being an assumption that each
of the contracting Powersisable and willing to carry out
the obligations agreed upon. The past year has been one
of great importance to this Colony, for during the year
careful enquiries have been madeinto itswater-supply, its
sanitary condition, its education, and its Public Works.
The report on the educational system is still under
consideration. That on the Public Works Department
shows the necessity for an increase in the Public Works
staff. Provision in the Estimates has been made for a
portion of the proposed increase the remainder is still
under the consideration of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies. The failure of the rainfall during the year
brought the question of the conservation and ditribution
of the Water Suply into prominence, theimmediate result
of which was the passing of a Ordinance dealing with the
subject, under which it is hoped that waste may be
checked, But apart from the prevention of waste thetime
has come when the collecting area must be largely
increased to meet the requirements of an increasing
population. How the expenditure is to be met | will
explain later on. In regponse to representations made last
year to the Secretary of State for the Coloniesthe services
of Mr. Oshert Chadwick, the well known engineer, and
Dr. W. Smpson, M D., who has been specidly employed
in Indiaand South Africaduring the epidemics of Plague,
were obtained to report upon the sanitary condition of
Hongkong, especialy in relation to plague, the annual
recurrence of which in epidemic form had
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baffled the efforts of our Medicd and Sanitary Officids
Action has dready been taken upon Mr. Chadwick's
exhaudtive report on the Water Supply and Drainage as to
which the following passsge gppears in Professor
Smpson's reports "With reference to the Water Supply
and Sewerage they are supendous works which the
Government may well be proud of." Professor Smpson
a0 reportstha nather the scarcity of water nor the system
of drainage has anything to do with the Plague epidemic,
which he attributes mainly to its propagetion by rats. The
joint report of those eminent experts on the question of the
Housng of the Population of Hongkong shows that too
many houses are crowded on too amal a space; thet the
tenement houses are occupied by too many people, and
that the dedgn of Chinese tenement houses hitherto
authorisad by law is so faulty as to be in a high degree
insanitary. The recommendations of these two gentlemen
have been embodied in a Bill thet hes dready been reed a
firg time Its provisons will involve a very large
expenditure of money and the digolacement of anumber of
people edimated a 40,000, for whom accommodation
must be provided dsaewhere. The ultimate recondruction
of the City on amore sanitary sysem must necessarily bea
dow process. | have placed the sum of $100,000 upon the
Edimates for the purpose of resumption and compensation
during the coming year. Apart from the defective plan of
the ordinary tenement house, the lamentable loss of life
caused by the collgpse of nemly built houses during the
past summer has demondrated the necessty of meking
contractors persondly respongble for work that does not
stid the reguirements of the law asto qudity of maerids
This has been dedlt with by the new Building Ordinance.
While | was in London the question of the purchese of a
ste for a new Pogt Office on the Praya was submitted to
the Secretary of State and on my recommendation was
approved, the payment of the purchase money, $508,000,
being made out of the balance in hand. A sum of $20,000
for the preparation of the foundations has been placed upon
the Edtimates and | hope that in a short time the Colony
will have the bendfit of this much needed improvement.
The ordinary Revenue for 1903 is eimated to amount to
$4,583,295, and the ordinary Expenditure to $4,714,501
leaving a deficit of $131,206. In addition to this the
Edimated Expenditure upon Extraordinary Public Works
mounts to $931,100, while the Edtimated Revenue from
land sAlesis$350,000, leaving afurther deficit of $581,100.
Thetotd deficiency to be made good istherefore $712,306.
It is not expedient to raise this sum soldy from additiond
taxation, | therefore propose, subject to the approva of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies to raise a Loan on
account of certain productive Public Works, the tota cost
of which has been esimated by the Director of Public
Works to be $2,250,000, the Expenditure being spread
over five or 9x years The sum to be gpent on these works
in 1903 would amount to $5,62,000 leaving adeficiency of
$150,306 to be met by additiond taxation. To this amount
must be added, assuming that the Loan is authorised.
Interest and Sinking Fund on Loan $25,290, Additiond
Military Contribution $61,650 and a necessary surplus of
$71,004 making atotal of $308,250 to be provided.

Thissum| providein thefollowing manner:—

Increasein Spirit LICENCES .....vvvvveveeereervvennne $173,000
Audtioneers Licences Billiard 7 [

Chinese Undertakers, Money-Changers . 3,000
Chinese Passenger Ships Licences........... 1,750
DOg LICENCES ....eeeeeeneeerseeesseeesseeeemsesessseseens 3,500
Maine SOreDEAESS........oeveumeeeereeeereeereseens 6,500
Stamp Duties dl duties other then ad

(V2= 0 (= 0 OO 84,000
Billsof HEAh ... 3500
Regidration of DEEAS .......ceeeeeerermereesereens 24,000
Examination of Magers .........coeenmeceesnen. 3,000
Regidry Feeand Survey of Seam-Ships ... 6,000

$308,250

Those maters with the Bills to be lad before you |
commend to your careful condderation with earnest hope
thet the result of your deliberations will forward the best
interegts of this important community, whose progressive
energy has made Hongkong one of the principd ports of
theWorld. (Applause).

ANANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secremary laid on the table Financid
Minutes (Nos. 51 to 59) and moved thet they be referred to
the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL TReasurer Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary laid on the table the report of
the Finance Committee (No. 12) and moved its adoption.

The CoLoniaL TReasuRer Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

PAPERS

The CoLoniAL SecreTary laid on the table the Report on
the Blue-Book for 1901, and Papers on the subject of the
introduction of gdeling sdaies into the Government
service of Hongkong.

HOUSE COLLAPSES

Hon. C. W. Dickson asked the following question—Is
it afact that the houses which have recently collapsad were
built in accordance with the Building Ordinancein force in
this Colony and were so certified by the Director of Public
Works?

The Director OrF PusLic Works—Certificates under
Section 53 of Ordinance No. 15 of 1889 wereissued in
respect of the following
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buildings where collgpses occurred—Nos. 129 and 131,
Des Vorux Road Wegt, No, 45, Praya Ead, and No. 30,
Kowloon City Road.

Hon. G. W. E PLavrir asked—As, in the Colonid
Secretary’s reply to my question a the lagt megting of
Council, he admitted thet there were no regulations on the
subject of halding enquiriesinto collgpses of houses, and as
section 6 of Ordinance 17 of 1888 only permits the
Magidrate to enquire into cause of desth and does not
compd him to do 0, | beg now to ask if the Government
will @ther introduce a separate Ordinance dedling with the
whole question or add further sub-sectionsto dause 228 of
the new Public Hedth and Building Ordinance making
such enquiries compulsory, to be hdd immediady after
the occurrence and giving authority for redly heavy fines,
and not nomind ones, to beinflicted on dl concerned.

The CoLoniAL SecreTarv—Sir, on the completion of the
enquiry now being held the matter will be considered.

WATERACCOUNTS

Hon. G. W. F Pavmir asked—(1) Why the Water
Accounts for January, February and March were not sent
out till 25th of September? (2) With whom does the
respongbility for the dday rest? (3)) Iswant of a aufficdent
gff the reeson? (4.) Will an asurance be given thet such
ddayswill not be permitted in future?

The Director oF PusLic Works—The replies to these
questionsare asfollows—, Thedday in sending out these
accounts was atogether exceptiondl and was due to the
following exceptiond causes—(1) The severe drought,
which added gresatly to the duties of officers engaged in
connection with the water-works. (2) The vidt of Mr.
Chadwick, who required a grest amount of information to
be compiled for his use, thus further adding to the duties of
the officers referred to. (3) The ddinquency of a meter-
reeder in retumning fictitious readings of meters, which
caused an immense amount of trouble to rectify. 1. On the
head of the Department. li. Partly and partly the causes
dready given. lv. Steps are being taken to expedite the
issue of water accountsin future

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES

His ExceLLency—Before we proceed farther, | think |
hed better announce to the Coundil thet | have gpoointed
the following Committees under the Standing Orders—
Finance Committee dl the members of the Legidative
Council except the Presdent, the Hon. Colonid Secretary
being charman; Lav Committee the Hon Attorney-
Generd (chairman), Hon. Colonid Secretary, Hon. Dr. Ho
Ka, Hon. C. S. Sharp and Hon. G. W. F. Playfair; Public
Works Committee: Hon. W. Chatham (chairman), Hon. R.
Shewan, Hon. C. W. Dickson, and HonWe Yuk.

ARST READINGS

Thefallowing Billswereread afirg time, onthe motion

of the ATTornEY-GENERAL, Seconded by the CoLonial
SECRETARY i —

An Ordinance to amend the Tramway Ordinance, No.
10 of 1902, an Ordinance to amend the Chinexe
Emigration Consolidation Ordinance, 1889; an Ordinance
to amend the Dogs Ordinance, 1893; an Ordinance to
reped the Land Regigry Office (Fees) Amendment
Ordinance No. 3 of 1844 entitled "An Ordinance to
provide for the Regidration of Deads, Wills Judgments
and Conveyances dfecting red or immovable property in
Hongkong'; an Ordinance to amend the Liquor Licences
Amendment Ordinance, 1900; an Ordinance to amend the
Samp Ordinance, 1901.

On the motion of the CoLoniAL SecreTaRY, seconded by
the CoLonAL TREASURER, the fallowing Bill wasread afirst
time—A Bill entitled an Ordinance to gpply a sum not
exceding four million seven hundred and twenty-eight
thousand nine hundred and forty-two dollars and twenty-
three cents to the public sarvice of the year 1903. In
connection with this Bill the Colonid Secretary laid on the
tablethe Draft Edimates for 1903 and usud papersrdating
thereto.

NATURALISATION BILL.

A Bill etitled an Ordinance for the Naturdisation of
Tsang Hon Cho, otherwise known as Tsang Ming Tsoi,
otherwise known as Tsang Yiu Wing, was reed afirg time,
on the motion of the AtTtorney-GeneraL, seconded by the
CoLONIAL SECRETARY .

On the mation of the ATTornEY-GENERAL, Seconded by
the CoLoniAL SecreTaRy, the Bill was read asecond time.

The Council afterwards went into Committee on the
Bill. On resuming, the Standing Orders were sugpended
and the Bill wes read a third time and passed, on the
motion of the Attorney-General, Seconded by the
COLONIAL SECRETARY.

The Coundil adjourned.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.
A meding of the Finance Committee was hdd
immediately after the Council, the Colonia Secretary (Hon.
F. H.May, CM.G.) presiding.

MARINE EXPENSES

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote asum of $400in aid of
the vote of $1,800, "Government Marine Surveyor, other
Charges, Cad, Qil, and Raparsto Steam+launch.

The CHaIRvAN said this vote waas rendered necessary by
the grester distances which the marine surveyor's launches
hed totravd.

The recommendation was gpproved.
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MEDICAL CHARGES

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote asum of $6,130 in ad
of the following votes under the heading "Medicd
Departments, Other Charges':— Hedth Officer of Port—

Cod, &C,, for launch .......cccveevvvveeenns $100.00
Reparsto1aunch ......eceeneceennecennn. 250.00
$350.00
Govenment  Civil  Hospitd —
Provisonsfor patients ................... $4,800.00
Medicd ComMfOrtS .....ovvverreessmreeessne 27000
Incidenta expenses, &C., wvevoeeeereeeennee 250.00
5,320.00
Government  Lunaic  Asylums —
ProviSons &C. ....ooooeeeeeeecccrreeerneeeee $300.00
300.00
Government Nursing Ingtitute— Fuel
F> 0 | I To ' QOUOROO $160.00
160.00
JLLo.7= [ $6,130.00

The Crairvan remarked that with reference to the first
item there had been more infected portsand therefore more
cod used. Under the head "Government Civil Hogpitd"
the increase was occasioned by there being more patients
in Hospital this year and dso by there being 28 more beds
in Hospitd. Under "Lunatic Asylum” there were more
European patients and under "Government Nursing
Inditute" there were two extra Sgters brought out of the
Pague Hospitd a Kennedy Town.

Thevote was agreed to.
PREPARATION OF PLAGUE SERUM.
The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of $635 to cover theinitia cost, $290, and upkeep for three
months of the current year, $345, of four horses for the

prepaation of anti-plague serum by the Government
Bacteriologist.

The Crarvan explained that this seum wes in
anticipation of the plague next year.

The vote was passed.

CORONATION ILLUMINATIONS

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of $517.45, in ad of the vote of $3,600 taken under
Fnancid Minute No. 17 of 1902, being cogt incurred for
illuminating certain public buildings in connection with
Coronation cdebrationsin the Colony.

The Crairvan said that the excess here was due to the
postponement of theilluminaions.

Thevote was agreed to.

BONUSTODR. LOWSON.
The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum

of £500, being the amount of a bonus for good service
proposed to be granted

to Dr. J. A. Lowson, on hisretirement through ill-hedlth.

The CHaIRvAN read adespatch with referenc to thisvote
from the Secretary of Sate for the Colonies, who
expressad his gppreciaion of the energy and devotion with
which Dr. Lowson had served the Colony.

The recommendation was adopted.
HONORARIUM TODR. CHUNG.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a sum
of $600 as an honorarium to Dr. Chung King-Uein
condderation of thefaithful servicesrendered by himto the
Government and the community as House Surgeon to the
Tung Weh Hospitd, which sarvices had been terminated
by serious sickness.

The Crairvan gated that Dr. Chung had been obliged
to retire owing to consumption: he was in poor
crcumgtances and had a wife and family; therefore the
Council were asked to vote this comparaively smdl sum
for hisessigtance:

Thevote was approved.

VICTORIA GAOL.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of $800 in ad of the vote of $3,600 for "'Fud and Soep for
VictoriaGaol."

Thisvotewas aso approved.

HREBRIGADE.
The Governor recommended the Council to vote asum

of $4,200 in ad of the vote of $3,000, "Repairsto Engines
Hose &c., and Gratuities, Fre Brigade™

The Crairvian mentioned that this vote was due to the
large expenditure of cod used for the engines, there being
no water in the mains during the long water famine; and
aso for codlie hire in dragging the engines to the scene of
operations.

The vote was sanctioned.

THE GOVERNORSPEAK RESDENCE
The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a sum

of $3,000 for the purchase of new furniture for "Mountain
Lodge' Government Housefor the current yeer.

The CHairvan said this was a new house, and it was
necessary to furnishiit.

Thevotewas agreed to.

Hon. G. W. FE PLavmir—Have you got besde you, S,
thetotds of al these financid amounts from the beginning
of the year, because | undergand they are dl extraon last
year'sesimates

The CHairvan— have not got them besde me.

Hon. G. W. F. PLavrair—Can they be given to us a
next meeting?

The CHaIRMAN—YES.
Thiswasal thebusness



