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20m OCTOBER, 1902

PrESENT—

His ExceLLency THE GovernOR, Sr Henry A. BLAKE,
GCMG

Hon. Colond L. F Brown, RE. (Senior Officer
Commanding the Garrison).

Hon. F. H. May (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumsey, RN. (Harbour
Mader).

Hon. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).

Hon. F W. CLark (Medicd Officer of Helath).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. C. S. SHARP.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. G. W. F. PLAYRAIR.

Hon. R. SHewan.

Mr. C. CLevenm (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

COMMITTEES

His ExceLLency— find, gentlemen, that inadvertently,
in naming the various Committees, | removed from the
Law Committee a gentleman who for severd year has
been on it —the Hon. We A Yuk. | suggest to keep him
on the Law Committee and ask Mr. Playfar to teke his
place on the Public Works Committee, if he has no
objections

Hon. G. W. F. PLayrair—Not & dl, gr. | am only here
for ashort time anyway.

HANANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL SecreTARy laid on the table the report of
the Finance Committee (No. 13), and moved itsadoption.

The CoLoniAL TReasuReR Seconded, and the motion was
carried.
PAPERS

The CoLoniaL SecreTary laid on the table a return of
Supplementary Votestaken to date during the current yeer.
THETRAMWAY ORDINANCE

The CoLoniAL SecreTary—SiH, in the absence of the
Hon. Attorney-Generd, | beg to move the second reading
of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Tramway
Ordinance, No. 10 of 1902. The object of the Ordinanceis
to afford protection to telegrgph cables and lines owned by
the Admiraty and War Departments as well as to such as
may be owned by the Colonid Government.

The CoLoniAL TrReasuRER Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Council then went into committee on the Bill, and,
there being no amendments, it was, when the Council
resumed, reed athird time and passed, on the motion of the
CooniaL  Secremarv, seconded by  the  CoLonial
TREASURER.

THEESTIMATES

The CoLoniaL Secretary — Your Excdlency hes

dready explaned to the Coundl that the ordinary
expenditure will exceed the ordinary revenue by $131,206,

and thet the excess of public works extraordinary over land
sdeswill bring the deficit up to $712,306. It is satidfactory
to note, however, that the revenue, exdusive of land sales
is esimated to exceed the revised edimates of 1902 by
$260,564. The esimated expenditure, however, for 1903,
excdudve of public works extreordinary, exceeds the
egtimated expenditure for 1902 by $950,624.80. This large
excessismade up asfollows—

Charge on account of public debot ..........vvvveeeee. $27,585.00
PENSONS .ooovrrrreeeessnsesnreessssssssssesssssssesssssssssssesssseses 20,400.00
Persond emoluments— $ ¢
Exchange compensdtion .............. 461,373.80*
Sipulated  incemets and

incressssto Aaies.............. 15,087.07

Increese due to sdaries being
fixed in gerling, and to fdl in

(2100 g'o I 52,101.12
New appointments $46,018.34
do. (plague g&ff) 51,393.00
do. (Vic. hospital) 790800 [ 116:99065
do. (Bacto. dept.) 11,631.31
AOWBNCES ...ooerereeenreeerseeessseesans 416250
Items tranderred from
miscallanenus SV CES ........... 5,688.00
655,363.14
Other charges—
(€717 £ (S 81,567.60
Plagueaccount .........occeeeen. 142,040.00
Chinee high schod and
other improvements in
educationd sygem ......... 20,000.00
Victoriahospitd .......coeveees 27,600.00
Bacteridogica Department.  7,760.00
—— 27896760
[Soe[=ST: S (To R 200.00
Military expenditure A .......cooeceeveecennecenrneenns 95,466.00
Public works recurrent, chargesble to
OENErA FEVENUE ....oooeveereeeeereesesesssssseneens 114,000.00
Public works, recurrent, chargesble to water
F= 06 070 SRR 51,000.00
Totd increase ........... $1,242,981.74
Deduct decrease.......... 292,356.94
Netincrease............... $950,624.80

* $120,000 provided for in 1902 egimates Nett
increase, $341,373.80.

With regard to the item "exchange compensation,” it is
necessary to explain that the large sum mentioned isdue (1)
to the grant of exchange compensation on thewhole of the
sdary ingead of hdf at the beginning of thisyear, (2) tofall
in exchange, and (3) to the fact that the exchange
compensation due to each officer now appearson the
edtimates, whereasformerly only such sum was shown as
was estimated to be sufficient to pay the exchange
compensation due to officersin the Colony, thelossin
exchange in paying the salaries of
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officers on leave in gold being debited & the end of the
year to lossin exchange. The actud amount which will be
paid this year in the Colony in exchange compensation is
edimated a $334,000. The actud incresse thereforeis only
$127,373.80. With regard to the items in the estimates
which figure as "seling sdaries”" | would beg leave to
offer the following remarks. The suggedtion to fix sdaries
in gerling emanated with the Governor of Singgpore, the
object being to grant an increase of sdaries while & the
same time effecting a compensating saving in leave pay
and pendons, which for officers gppointed prior to uly,
1897, are fixed a 4s and 3s 8d. to the dollar, and for
officers gopointed sulbsaquent to that date & 3s to thedallar.
Asthe Secretary of State desires as far as possble to treat
Hongkong as if it were one Service with the Civil Service
in the Straits Sattlements, the suggestion was referred to
this Government, but, aswas naturd in deding with such a
metter, confidentidly. While the matter was ill under
condderation, the grant of exchange compensation on the
wholeingead of hdf the sdary of those officers entitled to
it was made, with the concurrence of the Unofficid
Membersof Council. That wasa the end of December lagt.
Theeffect of such grant wasthet it placed officersin receipt
of exchange compensation on a geling basis as regards
their sdaies. The Secretary of State then adjusted the
geling sdlary scheme, which was lad on the table of
Council a the first opportunity after its recaipt in the
Colony. The effect of the scheme will be that ultimately,
when dl officers come under it, a dight saving will be
effected in sdaries. The aggregate of the maxim of daries
published in the schemeis £54,153, againg £55,498 for the
dollar sdaries of the same officers converted into gerling
a 3s, the rate a which exchange compensdtion is drawn.
Whether there will be a saving in pendon and leave pay
depends on whether the officers who retain the privilege of
4s. and 3s 8d. join the scheme; ultimatdy, asthese officers
die off, there will be asaving. There will be no increasein
pensdons where there is no increase in dary, for the
gerling penson on adallar sdary at 3s will befound to be
the same rate asthe Serling pensonson asterling sdary of
equivaent vaue With these few remarks | beg to move
the second reeding of the Bill, and when the Bill has been
reed | will move tha it be referred to the Finance
Committee, when any further explanations or informetion
that may be desired will be given.

Hon. G. W. E Pavmir—I should like gr, to take
exception to the principle on which the Colonid accounts
are based. For years past what may be cdled capitd
expenditure— that is to say, re-productive expenditure—
has been debited to revenue making this present
generation pay for future generaions. Smilarly with land
sdes they have been credited to income, and some years
ago they were very heavy. The proceads of these sdes
instead of being credited to outstanding indebtedness and

to directly pay for capitd expenditure, were, as | say,
credited to income, and these accounts are consequently
mideading, because in one year you may have large land
sdes and a the end of thet year people will think the
Colony's income is booming while it may not be so, and
the ordinary income may be perfectly normd. In the same
way with regard to capitd expenditure, in one year there
may be very large items—items for water-works, or
expendve fancy stes for Government offices—and dll
thee swdl the expenditure wheress the ordinary
expenditure may be perfectly normd. Infact the positionis
alittlechactic. You may belikdy to starvefor necessitiesin
the midgt of plenty. Thet isthe reason why | would ask the
Government if they would not dter the accounts so as to
keep the ordinary expenditure separate from what | have
cdled—it may be a misnomer—capitd expenditure and
income. There ae many cases, | am ure, in which
requisitions have been dedined on this score—that there
was no money. | am not one of those who think that the
Colony is a dl bankrupt, but if you have a heavy capitd
expenditure in one year it makes people think thet the
Colony is verging on bankruptcy when it may not be so. |
think if 1 ask that a return be mede for the lest ten years
showing the difference between extraordinary and ordinary
expenditureand income, it will support my argument.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER—ANY one who understands
the accountswill seethat the ordinary iskept apart fromthe
extraordinary income, and 0 with the expenditure. Land
sdes are put down by themsalves. It is very esdly seen
how much is ordinay and how much extreordinary
revenue and expenditure in any one year. As regards the
return the Hon. Mr. Playfair asksfor, | may say, Sir, onehas
been dready prepared and it will show dl the items so thet
people reading them can easily understand them.

Hon. R. SHewan— agree with Hon. Mr. Playfair that
revenue derived from land sdes should be capitdised,
because you are sling the future. 1t is not redly revenue
upon which you can count every year. with regard to the
other points in the estimates, | bdlieve that | shdl be in
order, dr, in citicidgng the revenue as wdl as the
expenditure Sde?

His ExceLLency—Certainly.

Hon. Mr. SHewaN, resuming, said—Then thereisa
uggestion | should liketo make, and it iswith referenceto
the report which was made by the Commission on Chair-
cooliesand Ricksha-coolies. If | am right, | understand
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the chair-coolies pay a fee of only $2 per annum wheress
ricksha-coolies pay $72 per annum. | would sugest that
some revenue might be derived from increasing the fee of
chair-coolies The Commisson reported—"The evidence
a0 shows that the coolie will pay a condderable sum for
the goodwill of a public ricksha™ Now, if in addition to
paying $72 per annum he will pay a considerable sum for
the goodwill of aricksha, it seems to me thet the chair-
coolie dso should pay a consderable sum for his licence
without regard to the goodwill. It was dated in evidence
that a chair-coolie could make from $60 to $80 a month,
and one codlig, | believe, admitted that over and above his
living expenses he made a profit of $10 amonth. If thet is
0, | quite seewhy no cooliescare to do private chair work.
If you offer them $9 a month to pay for living expenses
while outside they can get $10 over their living expenses,
thereis noinducement for them to work for private people;
20 | would suggest that you should raise the fees of public
char-codlies vey largdy, that there may be less
inducement for them to work publidy and more
inducement for them to go with private people. Asfor the
officd sdaries, | have never been one of thase who object
to increase of sdaries | quite agree that you should pay
good sdaries for good men, and | do not think thet the
sdaies put down in the esimates are & dl too large, buit |
certanly think the Government should see they get good
work in return. The only objection | meke to this item is
that | do not agreethat the sdaries should be paid in gerling.
The currency and revenue of this Colony are in Slver
dollars and | do not think you should take any cognisance
of any other currency. If you like, have your currency inthe
Colony in gerling and then pay your sdariesin sterling, but
| think to collect your revenue in siver dollars and pay
your sarvants in gold is unbusnesdike, illogicd and
incondgent. The only argument thet | can find when |
looked up Hansard, in favour of paying gerling was that
the Straits Government were doing it. What have we got to
do with the Government of the Straits? Another point to
show the worthlessness or little vaue of the argument of
offidds agang payment in slver is tha | bdieve the
mgority of the officids to-day will teke their sdaries in
dlver and nat in gold. Of course | quite understand that the
new Civil sarvants have to teke payment in erling. The
old ones, | underdand will teke it in slver, and | do not
blame them for doing so, because if slver should rise and
they took their sdlaries in gold they would be getting less
dollars, but | think thet the outcry againg the payment in
dlver was not S0 serious asit ssamed to be a thetime. The
only other point | wish to draw atention to is that in the
Commisson (on which | had the honour to st) on the
Public Works Department, we made aspecid point thet the
edimates should only be for work which there was
reasonable probability of carrying out during the year. |

would ask the Hon. Director of Public Worksif he expects
to accomplish dl the work he edimates for? In former
yearsthe work was not dl carried out, and the estimatesin
that respect were rather mideading.

The DirecTor oF PusLic Works—The esimates, S,
have been very carefully consdered with a view to the
point thet the hon. member on my right hasraised, and it is
anticipated thet the works induded in the etimates will be
accomplished. | may mention, Sir, in connection with these
works, that there are some heavy indents for machinery
and pipes from England, and it is anticipated that these
should arrive in the Colony in time to be charged and paid
for out of next year'sestimates.

His ExceLLency—With regard to the Hon. Mr. Playfair's
remarks, hisfirgt observation, | think, resolvesitsdf into a
uggestion thet in the case of these worksthere should bea
loan instead of revenue. On this matter of public loans|
may say that the Secretary of Sate for the Coloniesand the
financia advisersat home are, and | think very property,
extremdy averse to aColony like thisfinding itsdlf faceto
face with avery large debt, because we are unlike other
coloniesin that we are dependent upon a very large
shipping trade and derive a cond derable amount of money
from the ordinary traffic of the port. But we must
remember in looking at the Colony that the Imperial
Government are ultimately responsible as guarantors of
every Crown Colony and therefore, being so, | think the
Imperial Government and their advisers are extremely
careful that a Crown Colony shall not find itsalf by any
possibility in the position of being obliged to goped to the
Imperid Government for assstance. Thereforeit isfdt that
it ismuch safer, and on the whole much more sound, that
the Colony should pay asit goes. That | think is at the
bottom of the suggestion made by the hon. member—that
we should borrow instead of increasing the revenue for
given expenditure. The Hon. Colonia Treasurer has
explained to you that the ordinary and extraordinary
revenue and expenditure areindicated, and | think they are
very dearly, in the accounts. The proceeds of theland sdles
are supposd to be devoted to the payment of public works
extraordinary. They arenot sufficient inthiscase. | think it
isunder the circumgances dlowable that for these water-
workswe should secure aloan, and | hopethe Secretary of
Statewill give usauthority to do so. With referenceto the
observations of the Hon. Mr. Shewan, these were alittle
discurdve asto the question of chair-coalies. | would only
remind the hon. member with referenceto that, thet whileit
was shown at that Commission that one
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coolie had been known to earn alarge anount of money in
amonth, it was sated, as | think he will remember, thet the
average life of aricksharcodlie is three years. As regards
the quedtion of wha we have to do with Singgpore, we
have a good ded to do with it. On the trestment of public
offidds in this Colony and the quegtion whether their
payment is equd to the payment in Singapore depends the
question whether you get at least an equd share of the best
men who pass the examination or whether you receive the
remainder, the best men naturdly going to the Colony in
which they have the best pay. Therefore the Secretary of
Sate in conddeing the whole matter came to the
conduson that he did arrive &, entirdy for the purpose of
securing that Hongkong will not be second in the choosing
of its Civil sarvants, or as the choice of Civil servants, but
shdl have equd advantages with Singapore. | am glad to
have heard the gatement of the Hon. Director of Public
Works. If things go right and if we get the additiona men
out, | think there is ressonable prospect, having regard to
the increase of the gaff of the Public Works Department,
that the money will be spent. | know | hope mysdlf it will
be spent, and | shdl be very much disgppointed if it is not.
(Applause)

The Bill was read a second time and referred to the
Finance Committea.

CHINESE EMIGRATION.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary moved the second reading of
the Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend the Chinese
Emigration Consolidation Ordinance, 1889. The object of
theBill, he said, wasto increase therevenue, and if reed the
second time he would propose that it be referred to the
Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TReasuRER Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The CoLoniaL Secremary then moved that the Bill be
referred to the Finance Committes, and this moation was
a0 seconded by the CoLoniaL Treasurer and agreed to.

THEDOGSORDINANCE

On the mation of the CoLoniAL SecreTary, seconded by
the CoLoniaL TREASURER, the Bill entitled an Ordinance to
amend The Dogs Ordinance, 1893, was reed a second time
and refarred to the Finance Committee.

PROPERTY IN HONGKONG.

The same course weas followed in repect of the Bill
entitled an Ordinance to reped the Land Registry Office
(Fees Amendment Ordinance, 1902 and to amend
Ordinance No. 3 of 1844 ertitled "An Ordinance to
provide for the Registration of Deeds, Wills Judgments,
and Conveyances dfecting red or immovable property in

Hongkong."

LIQUORLICENCES

The CoLoniaL Secretary— beg to move the second
reading of the Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend The

Liguor Licences Amendment Ordinance, 1900. The object
of this Bill isto incresse the revenue, and | think thet hon.
members of this Council will agree that since more
revenue is required a fitter subject for taxation than
aoohalic liquors could not be found. The only way we
have & present of increasing the revenue from acoholic
liquorsis to increase the fees for the various licences. The
fees for Chinee wine and oirit shops, sr, have been
gradated in such a mauner thet those shops in the City,
which do amuch larger amount of business than those in
the outlying digtricts, are taxed accordingly. | beg to give
notice that when this Bill is consdered in committee | shll
move that in Clause 3 the words "30th day of November"
be inserted as the day upon which the Ordinance will come
into operation.

The CoLoniaL TReasurer Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Bill was refarred to the Finance Committeg, on the
motion of the Co.oniaL Secrerary, seconded by the
CoLoNIAL TREASURER.

STAMPORDINANCE.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary moved the second reeding of
the Bill entited an Ordinance to amend the Stamp
Ordinance, 1901. He ssid— The fees under the Stamp
Ordinance are in the mgority of cases the same to day as
they were in 1868, and having regard to the greet fdl in
exchange it seems requidte that they should now be
increased.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER seconded.

Hon. G. W. F. PLayrair—Your Excdlency, | would ask
that the second reeding of this Bill be postponed until after
the Financid Edimates have been gone through. There are
severd reasons for which | ask this One iswith regard to
bank cheques; | would ask that the duty be made four cents
You may remember, when the Chancdlor of the
Exchequer in England last spring tried to double the bank
cheque duty there, what an uproar there was, and he had to
withdraw it. There is not much public opinion in
Hongkong, but what there is we try to voice Therefore |
uggest that four cents is quite enough. Then, gr, asto the
recaipts There are many cases in the Colony in which
receipts are not gdamped amongd the Chinee, as the
Senior Unoffidid Member probebly will know. Any
Ordinance is an immora Ordinance if it helps to make
people immora, and the more the public have to do with
this receipt stamp business the more immora you hdlp to
make them. Asto deeds of assgnment, which you propose
to asss a $75, the Attorney-Generd will be able to tell
you that that can be concluded by agresment for $1.50.
These are Smply points thet occur to mewhy | should ask
you to postpone the second reeding of this Bill.
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TheHon. C. S. SHare supported the suggestion.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— should like to say, g, that
the ordinary expenditure next year will exceed the ordinary
revenue, and there is every reason therefore why incressed
taxation is necessary. The proposds now before the
Coundil have received very careful condderation, and were
an Ordinance like this to be postponed, involving asit does
an estimated increase of nearly $84,000, it would upset the
caculdions that have been made. The hon. member who
firg gooke indicated certan items which he says are
excessive. | mugt say, g, thet areceipt fee of 2 cents and
fee on cheques of 2 cants a the present rate of exchange
cannot be regarded as anything but ridiculous. Two centsis
about the equivdent of a fathing. Fve cents is the
equivaent of a penny. The charge proposed does not
therefore seem to be excessve, and it is what we are
accustomed to a home. Asto the Chinese evading the tax
impasad by the receipt duty, it is an offence againgt the law
and any person doing so isligble to be prosecuted. | know
it is sad they evade it, but no evidence has been brought
forward to show that they do, and it is for those deding
with them to take care thet they are not imposed upon in
that way. Persondly s0 far as my dedings with Chinese
shop-keepers are concerned, | find they use receipt damps
likeanybody ese.

Hon. R. Stewan— only wish to say thet | am quite
willing to support my unofficid friends in asking for a
postponement of this Bill, but | am not with them in some
of the suggestions they make. With regard to adeed of gift
for insance—which Hon. Mr. Playfair objects to being
taxed a $75— think it is quite reesonable, because as a
rule it is only intended to avoid paying the full tax to the
Government on the property which is passed over; sothat |
do not think in that case, as you are only ading and
abetting the persons who are making this deed of gift
perhaps not exactly in defrauding the Government but a
least in depriving the Government of their full taxes, that
$75 is out of the way. With regard to deeds in which no
money consideration is named, these again are a means of
depriving the Government of their proper taxes and should
a0 be heavily taxed. Asto bank cheques, | am quite with
the Government in saying that if they will not agree to 2
cents for cheques and other orders for money, induding
compradore orders, they should meke it 5 cents for
cheques only, because thet is much smpler and essier to
ded with than a6-cent charge

His ExceLLency—But these are matters which can be
threshed out in Committee. Whet is wanted here is the
goprovd of theprincipleof theBill.

The CoLoNiAL SecreTaRy—T0 postpone this Bill would
mean the postponement of the estimates. It isdready latein
the year, and the Bill should be on its way home if we
expect to get on with public works a an early date next
year. Moreover there is the quedtion of raising a loan that
your Excdlency has mentioned, and the Secretary of State
cannot take that subject into congderation until he has

before him the edimates for next year and the approved
proposads—approved by this Council—as to how the
amounts are to be met. It is extremdly difficult to devise
any form of taxation that will hurt nobody or will not be
distasteful more or lessto some member of the community.
| may say, gr, that the Government have been & some
pains to sdect such subjects of taxation as would be lesst
digagteful to the community, and | trust that hon. members
will seetheir way to fadilitate the passage of thisBill.

His Exca.Lency— amvery anxious awaysto meset the
wishes of members epecidly of unofficid members, of
this Coundl; but | think thet hon. members will see thet
everything is hung up until the draft estimates go home. |
should be very glad if the Finance Committee would ded
with this question as soon as possble, o tha we may
know wherewe are.

The second reading was carried.

On the motion of the CoLoniAL SecreTaRy, seconded by
the CoLoniAaL TREASURER, the Bill was afterwards referred
to the Finance Committee.

His Excatency —That is dl the busness to-day,
gentlemen. | propose to adjourn the Coundil till Thursday
next. Meartime | hope you will have conddered those
proposds and will be able to lay reports on the table and
then we will be able to send these things dl by the next
mail.

The Coundcil adjourned.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hdd
immediatdy after the Council, the CoLoniAL  SecreTARY
(Chairman) predding.

THEESTIMATESFOR 1903,

The expenditure under thishead is asfollows—

Charge on account of Public Detat .................. $185,000.00
PENGONS ..ot sseessssesesssssesessssssessns 187,400.00
Governor and Legidaure ........ov.oeveerveeeerneeens 8231204
Colonid Secretary's Department ..., 84,634.75
Audit DEPATMEN ....oovrveveerreeessereessssesssseeneeens 16,472.45
(=2 SV O 47,631.00
POSL OffiCE .vvverreeeeeresssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssns 307,81513
Regidrar-Generd's Depatment .......c..covveeenes 33,229.00
Harbour Madter's Department .......ceeeeereenenes 120,265.00
[T 01100 0 S =R 41,379.00
(@055 (V7- (03 Y/N 23,608.00
Botanical and Afforestation Department ........ 33,070.05
Judicid and Legd Departmerts .......covvveerneneees 135,505.80
Land Court, New TETItOrY .......coceeneeeermeeeernnes 33,498.00



Medicd Departmants .........oveereeeerereesereenns

Sanitary Department ........occoeeeereeeenneeeenneenns
L £ 070 AT

Public Works Department .........occeovereeereenns

Public Works, Recurrent, Chargegble to
Generd ReVENUE ...

Public Works, Chagesble to Water
Account

Public Works, Extraordinary, iz—

WesterN Maket ........oceeoveeeeeeerecnsseseninnns
Harbour Mager's Office .......eeereeeennne
Survey of New TEtOrY ...veeeeeeereeeereens
Additiond Resarvoirs, Tytam Drainage

Didnfecting Sationin Kowloon ............
Quartersa dittofor Ingpedor ...
Extensgon of Ingectors Quarters at

Kennedy TOWN .....oeveeveeeerneeessereesenees
Public Latrinesand Urindls ...,
Praya Reclamation—Government Piers
Praya East Redamation—Government

S 7 (<R

City and Hill Didtrict Weterworks ..........
Widening Conduit Road ..........coeeeeeeeenee.
Public Bath-house, Cross Lane, Wanchai
Government  Offices—Extensons and

Two Temporary Markets—one oppodte
Salors Home and one adjoining new

City Waterworks—Public Fountains .....
City Waterworks—Pesk Supply and Re-
condructionof No. 2 Tank ...
City Waterworks—Tytam Tuk Scheme
Recongruction of GUIlIES .........oreeennnnn.
Catle Depbt EXXension .........coeeneeeen.
(205 10110 =N
Bacteriologicd INditute .........oceeereeeeeeees
Road from Sam-shui-po to Lai-chi-kok .
Road from Kowlook Inland Lot 652,
Hunghom, to Sixth Stredt, Yaumati ..
Public Bathhouses, Pound Lane, Ta-
10 S 17> o [

Resumptions of Insanitary Property .......
SHOME ACCOUME .....cvevevesrriseeresseresssssseseens
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$2,400.00
148,152.19
22886881
1930131
37,340.00
659,795.12
479,766.00
5,260.00
3,000.00
12781900

53979.08
21384950

382,000.00
99,500.00

$50,000.00
30,000.00
25,000.00
37,000.00

60,000.00

250,000.00
6,000.00
4,000.00

1,000.00
10,000.00
20,000.00

2,000.00
8,000.00
9,000.00
3,000.00
1,000.00

5,000.00

7,000.00
3,000.00
10,000.00

50,000.00
120,000.00
32,000.00
15,000.00
20,000.00
10,000.00
25,000.00

10,000.00

TotA, e $4,728942.23
REMARKS

Judicial and Legal Departments—Hon. R. SHewan
asked if a gentleman filling two appointments, one in an
acting capacity, drew both sdlaries, or only hdf of each?

The CoLoniAL TReasURER replied that according to rule
such an officid drew the full sdary of his own gppointment
and half of that of hisacting gppointment.

Hon. R. SHewan asked further if it was a fact thet one
gentleman hed acted in two or three capacities.

The CrHairvian said he knew of only onerecent ingtance,
thet of an officer inthe Colonid Secretary'soffice.

Hon. R. SHewan said he did not wish to meke it a
persond matter; he was merdy desrous of knowing
whether it wasright that such should bethe case.

The Crairvan—t is very rardy that it happens In
exceptiond drcumgtances it is sometimes necessary to
gopoint one officer to two pogts. Such officer has to
sacrifice much of his goare time to compass both sets of
duties.

The CoLoniaL TREASURER remarked thet it was sddom
nowadays one found an officid filling two gppointments.

Hon. R. SHewan— am very glad to heer that.

Medical Department—Hon. G. W. E PLavmir asked if
assdant surgeons were confined to Government work?
and, on recaiving areply in the affirmative, pointed out that
one assigant surgeon was recaiving remuneraion from the
Chinese Callege of Medicine, which was not considered a
Government department; thisin addition to hisown sdary.

The CHairvan said he had no persond knowledge of
the drcumstances under which this gentleman was
recaving the remuneration referred to, but promised to
enquireinto the matter.

Hon. R. SHewan suggested an increese in the rates
ataching to the Government Civil Hospitd, where
nowadaysit was chegper to livethan in afirg-cdasshotd.

Hon. C. S SHare supported the suggedtion, and
proposed the following increesed rates— Firgt class for
outsde patients (not Government servants), $10; second
dass $5. Frg dass for Government servantsin recaipt of
sdariesof over $200 per month, $7.50; second dass $4.

The proposal, which was seconded by the Hon. G. W. F
PLAYRAIR, Was noted.

Strong representations were also made that although
thereis a Vaccine Ingtitute here, the drug stores find it
necessary to obtain their
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supplies of lymph from dsewhere, principaly from
Shanghai and Saigon, whereby considerable sums were
logt annudly to the Colony.

The CHairvan noted the point and promised it would be
sento.

Miscdlaneous Services—The Hon. G. W. E PLaymir
sad he had a paoint to raise which he thought was best
introduced under this head. In his opinion, if the
Government wanted to raise the revenue, the best way of
doing it wasto increase the sde of subsidiary coins.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Our experiencein this Colony isthat
we don't get enough British subsidiary coins (Applause)

The Crarvan sad the Colonid Treasurer would
doubtless look into the matter. Having regard to his
nationdity, he was sure thet the Treasurer would not let an

opportunity of making money go padt. (Laughter.)

Bxpenses of the \blunteers—Hon. G. W. F. PLayrir—
think thisisavery usdessitem, Sr.

Public Works Department—Hon. G. W. F. PLayrir
sad they should not dave the Depatment, and
recommended anincrease of the $aff.

Hon. R. SHewan asked if the recommendations of the
Commisson onthe P W. D. wereto be adopted?

The CHairman explained that the recommendations of
the Public Works Commisson were besed on the
assumption that the Public Works Department would
spend on Public Works Extraordinary a sum of about
$800,000 a year. Next year the Colony could nat afford to
gend such a lage um on P W. E,, exdudve of the
Kowloon Water Works, which were being carried out by a
private firm, and of the expenditure on machinery. etc., for
other Water Works. Moreover, owing to the completion of
the Praya Reclamation scheme, two engineers would be
releasad from work on it and would be available. On these
grounds the Secretary of State has not seen his way to
gpprove the recommendations for increase of enginesring
g&ff; he had, however, goproved the increases to the Seff
of overssars

Hon. R S#ewan sad it seemed to him that the
Commisson recommended a great ded more than two.
Were they ever to get on with the plans of the new Clock
Tower?

The Crairvan replied that the Clock Tower would have
towat.

Hon. R. SHewan asked that the despatch to the Secretary
of State and the reply thereto be laid on the table a next

mesting?

The CrairmaN sad that he would make known the
request to H. E. the Governor.

A discussion ensued as to experiments regarding the
meterid of which the pavements in the Colony should be
condructed, and the Crairvian informed the medting that
enquiries were now being made as to the agphdt used in
Mata, which it wasthought might be tried here

Praya Reclametion: Government Pier—The quegion
of the erection of acovering for Blake Pier was brought up,
and it wes suggested that a temporary shdter might be
erected.

The CHairvAN promised to note the suggestion.

Pogt Office—Hon. G. W. E PLavmir thought $20,000
toolittleto spendin oneyear.

The Director oF PusLic Works said the plans were not
yet prepared, and nothing could be done until they were
submitted and gpproved of. The work was not such aslent
itsdf to agreat rate of speed initsexecution.

Public Bath-housss—In reply to the Hon. G. W. F
PLAYRAIR, the CHaiRvAN Said the one mentioned in the vote
was a permanent erection, and another was being
congtructed.

Public Works Bxtraordinary—The Director oF PusLIC
Works told the Hon. R. SHewan that, provided dways he
could obtain sufficient assigtance the money voted under
this head would be expended.

Hon. G. W. F. PLarrar—Thét is the whole root of the
metter—provided thet you get sufficient assgance. That is
whet we have been driving a al summer. It isthe opinion
of the Colony that the Public Works Depatment is
undermanned.

OTHERBILLS

The following Bills, which had been referred to the
Committes, were conddered and recommendations noted:
— The Chinee Emigraion Ordinance, the Dogs
Ordinance, and the Stamp Ordinance

Thiswasal thebusness




