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12w DECEMBER, 1902.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLency THE GoverNOR, Sir HENRY A. BLAKE,
GCM.G.

His Excaiency Sr
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. FH. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr Henrr Seencer BerkeLey, KT. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumsey, RIN. (Harbour
Madter).

Hon. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Dr. FE W. CLark (Medica Officer of Hedlth).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. C. S SHARP.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. G. W. F. PLaYRAIR.

Hon. R. SHEwAN.

Mr. C. CLevenTi (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

W. Gascoeng, K.CM.G.

THE PEAK WATER SUPPLY.

Hon. G. W. F. PLarrair moved the following resolution,
of which he had given notice at the last mesting—"That
His Excdlency the Governor should be requested to
gppoint an independent Committee unconnected with the
Public Works Department to examine into the truth of the
Satements contained in the return tabled by the Director of
Public Works of the supply of weater to the upper levels of
the Pesk in November lagt and up to the date of that
return.”" He said—Your Excdlency, | first beg leave to reed
the following letter addressed to me by one of the most
prominent resdents in the Pesk. | leave out names, bt |
will hand up the origind to your Excdlency so thet you can
Feit—

Hongkong, 6th December, 1902.

Dear Sr,— understand that in a return laid before the
Legidative Council by the Director of Public Works the
water supply of * * * * was shown as sstisfactory, and |
believe the dday in getting out the water accounts was
ascribed to the employment of high officers of the
Department on inspection for the compilaion of thisreturn.

The statement that the supply is satisfactory is didtinctly
contrary to fact, and the only officer of the department | can
hear of as having vidted the houses is "Solomon." He
gpoke to my servant but no one has made any enquiries of
——(my next door neighbour) or mysdf. On the other
hand | informed the Director of Public Works early in
November in aletter, which he has not yet acknowledged,
that on one day the amount ddlivered through the pipe was

hdf abucket and | pointed out that that was not sufficient
for 19 souls

——(my next door neighbour) tdls me that he has to
have most of hiswater obtained by codlies.

The supply cannot have been inspected by an engineer
as he would have seen thet an adequiate supply cannot run
through the size of pipein 2 of an hour with the pressure
dlowed. —Yourstruly,

TheHon. G. W. F. PLAvraiR. —— From that letter
your Excellency will seethat poor old " Soloman,” the
black man, was the most competent official whom the
Director of Public Works had at hisdisposd to compilethis
return. | am surprised at the assurance of the Director of
Public Worksin laying that return on the teble tating that
the house in question, which has been referred to in that
letter, had agood supply when at thetime he tabled it he
had an unanswered | etter of complaint from the gentleman
in questioe, digtinctly contrary to that statement. | would
draw your Excellency's atention to the unanswered | etter. |
have heard of severd other letters being unanswered, and it
issurely adding insult to injury when ahouseholder hasa
reasonable cause for complaint that he should be treated
with incivility and quietly ignored. Since| gave notice of
thismotion | observethat the Director of Public Works has
been going round —no doubt to the detriment of his other
official duties—to all the other householdersin the Pesk
getting an expression of opinion; but | am afraid that this
expression of opinion, together with the fact no doubt that
wewill hear something about corroded pipes and about the
water taps being turned on dl at the same time, does not
overcome facts, and it isa very patent fact which the
Director of Public Works knows himself that many
householders in the Peak have been employing their
cooliesto draw water from neighbouring wells. That isa
very strong fact. No amount of arguing or of getting returns
to say that people get agood supply or asmal supply can
overcomethat very solid fact. | would asorefer to the letter
inthe public Pressfrom alady living at Mountain View
Terrace, in which she complained that she had no water.
Thesefactswhich | have given and the letter which | have
read are quite sufficient justification for having brought
forward thismotion. As| observed before, | am tired of
asking questions which were productive of no results, and
it isfor the benefit and the efficiency of the administration
of this Colony that the public should know alittle more
than they have known about how things are going and how
things are managed or mismanaged. | think that having
stated this so far, | have now to
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indicate where in my opinion the red fallt lies | have
deiberately and directly to accuse the Government of
cheesa-paring economy in not providing the Director of
Public Works with a auffident g&ff to carry on his work.
The duties of the Public Works Department have very
largdy increesed dnce the dae of the Commisson
recommending theincrease.

H.E. THE GovernorR—| mugt point out to the hon.
member thet that has nothing whatever to do with the
resolution before the Council. The reolution is for the
purpose of enquiring into the truth or otherwise of acatain
Satement.

Hon. Mr. PLayrir—And | am giving the reasons——

His ExcaLLenxcy—That has nothing to do with it. |
cannot dlow that line of argument. Anything that goes to
show that the statement was not correct is quite right to put
before the Coundil, but the hon. member is going beyond
that. Thisis aquestion of fact—whether acertain satement
mede by apublic officid istrueor fase.

Hon. Mr. PLarrair—WEl, then, g, | have said about dl
| have say. | do not think thet there isanything more for me
to say; if you take away the grounds of my remarks | do
not think it is necessary for meto say anything more than |
have done. | have proved my case, and | canonly say that |
worded the resolution mildly, and | smply leave the
proposed resolution in your hands.

Hon. C. S. SHarr—Sir, as complaints have been made
cdling in question the accuracy of the sdatement laid on the
table of this Coundil, and with aview to ventilating them, |
beg to second the resolution.

The DirecTor oF PusLic Works—Sir, with regard to
this matter, | have been endeavouring in the short time that
has intervened since natice of the resolution was given, to
verify by enquiriesfrom the partieswhose houses gppear in
the report lad before the Coundl, the correctness or
otherwise of the gatementswhich it contains. So far | have
been ableto do s0in some 28 or 29 cases, and 23 of them, |
congder, fully corroborate whet is stated in this report. The
remaining 5 or 6 leave the meatter rather doubtful or show
that the report isinaccurate. | may point out that the report
is confined to one morning. It is areport showing the date
of efarsfound to exigt on that particular morning whereas
the gatement given to me by the people is a generd
statement of how they fared in the matter of water supply.
Therefore it is rather difficult— even though ther
datements do not gopear to corroborate the report—it
seems doubtful whether the report as regardsthat particular
morning was absolutdly inaccurate. The matter, | may say,
is ill in my hands and | shdl report to your Excdlency
when | have completed my investigations

The CoLoniaL Secrerary—Sir, from the remarks which
have dropped from the hon member who moved the

reolution, it seems that he is labouring under a
misgpprehension. He gpoke of the report of which he
complains as having been penned by the Director of Public
Works.

Hon. Mr. PLavrair—Tabled.

The CoLoniAL Secretary— beg your pardon, | thought
you said penned. | submiit, ir, that in as much asthe report
isonly the report of a subordinate of the Director of Public
Worksto the Director of Public Worksthissubject is hardly
one that ought to be referred to the committee asked for. |
am sure the mover of the motion himself and the seconder
will agree with methat if the subordinate of the Director of
Public Works has beenin fault in this metter thereisno one
who would be more anxious and more reedy to follow up
the matter and invetigate it thoroughly than the heed of the
Depatment himsdf. That, dr, gopears to me to be the
proper course to pursue in this metter, and | submit thet
thereis no necessity for any such committee asis asked for.
The Director of Public Works has dready dated thet. his
dtention having been dravn to thi report, he is
investigating it thoroughly, and | think that this Council
may very well trust the Director of Public Works to make
thet investigation avery searching one

Hon. Mr. PLavmir—Sir, | quite agree with the hon.
Colonid Secretary. | have not any specid desire to press
this resolution to a dividon, as publicity has dready been
given to the matter; and | would ask my seconder's leave
not to press the resolution to a vote, but a the sametime |
hope thet the Government will see that there has been a
very greet ded of truth inwhat wehave said.

His ExceLLency—You wish to withdraw the resolution”?
Hon. Mr. PLayrair— withdraw the resol ution.

His ExceLLency—I have no doubt the Director of
Public Works will investigate the matter fully. | quite agree
that it is an extremdy unfortunate thing that any
misstatement should be mede or laid on the table of this
house, but hon, members will have confidence that the
Director of Public Workswill Sft this matter thoroughly.

THIRD READINGS

On the mation of Hon. C. S. SHare, seconded by Hon.
C. W. Dickson, the Bill entitled an Ordinance to authorise
the making of Byelaws by the "Sa" Ferry Company,
Limited, wasread athird time and passad.

On the motion of the ATTorRNEY -GENERAL, Seconded by
the CoLoniaL Secremary, the Bill entitted the New
Taritories Titles Ordinance was read a third time and

passed.
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THE PUBLICHEALTH AND BUILDINGSBILL.

On the maotion of the ATTornEY-GENERAL. Seconded by
the CoLoniAL Secremary, the Councid went into committee
ontheBill entitled an Ordinance to consolidate and amend
the Laws rdaing to Public Hedth and to Buildings, and
resumed consideration of itsclausesad seriatim

In connection with cause 100, Hon. Mr. PLavrair asked
whether "cement-mortar” and "good lime* should not be
defined; should not there be a gdandard to say the exact
proportions?

The Director oF PusLic Works sad there could be
certain minimum proportions specified of cement or lime
with mortar but it had never been done hitherto.

Hon. Mr. PLavrair remerked thet the result was thet the
town was tumbling down as fest as it could because
buildersdid not use proper proportions

His ExceLLency did not see how they could definethese
terms. You might have the same number of parts and yet
get good mortar in one case and bad mortar inthe other.

Hon. Mr. PLavrair said he would suggest the addition to
this dause of the providon tha the Building Authority or
his assgants might a any time cut ahole through awal to
ascertain whether or not it had been built solid throughout.

The AtTornEY-GeneraL said that had been provided for
later on.

Clause 101 refared to the thickness of externd walls,

Hon. Mr. SHare said he had hed a representation from
Mr. Danby, whose name was mentioned during the second
reading of the Bill as onewdl gudified to give an opinion,
that he thought the extra thickness of wals was redly not
reguired. Mr. Danby dated thet "in dl his long experience
he thought he could conscientioudy say he had never heard
or known of a house collgpsing which had been built in
grict accordance with the present building regulations” He
should like to ask the Director of Public Works whether in
his experience he could find any insance where the present
regulations had been grictly complied with and a house s0
built had collapsed? The Bill provided for a very
condderable increase, and dfter the experience of lagt year
it was the dedre of them dl to see every care taken to
prevent sacrifice of life; his view was certainly favourable
to a margin on the right side, but when a representation
such as he had mentioned was made he thought it was
entitled to some hearing and condderation.

The DirectoR oF PusLic Works daed tha the
thicknesses embodied in the present Bill were practicdly
those gppearing in the Glasgow Building Act of 1900. It
was dmog a repetition. The only thing was that in the
Glaggow Act the progressive steps are limited to 14 feat
wheress in this they were 15 fedt; and consdering that
gories of houses were usudly a little higher here than a
home he thought it desirable to dlow that dight increase
He conddered thet severd of the collgpses were due to
insufficent strength of wals

His ExceLLency asked whether the difference in the

thickness of the joints would make any difference in the
strength of thewals, would a quarter-inch joint be stronger
than athree-quarter-inch joint?

The Director oF PusLic Works—Yes.

His ExcalLency said he asked the quedtion because
sometimes in his rambles in the early mornings he saw
wadls with jointings of three-quarters of an inch, and
thought that might have something to do with the collapse
of thewdl.

The Attorney-GeneraL remarked thet the opinion of
the jury in the collgpse enquiry was that the walls were not

thick enough.
The CoLoniAL TREASURER—A common jury. (Laughter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL — A COMMONSENse  jury.
(Laughter.)

The Director oF PusLic Works proposed the following
amendment to sub-section 2 of dause 101 —"The
thickness of walls prescribed in sub-section 1 of the section
dhdl gpply to dories not exceading 15 feet in height and
sad height shall be messured from the centre of the floor
joigs to the centre of the ceiling joists The wdls of any
building containing gories of gregter height than 15 feat
shdl beincreased in thicknessin proportion to such greater
height." Thewhole of thefirg sentenceto beddeted.

Onthe suggestion of Hon. Mr. SHare, the dlausewasre-
committed.

Sub-section 3 of section 102 had the following rubric—
"Tie rods required for externd walls more than 30 feet in
length.”

Hon. Mr. SHare, referring to the provison thet tie rods
should be placed not less than 10 feet gpart, said he had it
on reliable authority that 10 feet seemed much too close,
and the instance had been brought up of abuilding dready
having ged joigts built into the walls This would il

reguire to have additiond tie rods 1% inches in diameter.
every 10 feet.

The Director oF PueLic Works said that was not
intended. If a building was s0 congtructed he should be
perfectly willing to waive the providon of the tie rods
provided the joiss had bolts cecured to them caried
through the wall with washer platesonthe end.

On the suggedion of the ATTORNEY-GENERAL, an
addition was made to the effect that the Building Authority
should have the power to modify the requirements of the
Section where necessary.

An amendment by Hon. Mr. PLavraIr to section 105
(construction of foundations) "that such foundations
shdl in every case be examined by an officer specidly
d e p uted b vy t h e
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Building Authority in that behdf before the trenches are
filled up" was withdrawn after discussion.

In connection with dause 123 (corbels to be of gone or
bricks) the following addition was made—"The entire
thickness of the wal throughout the height of such
corbelling shdl dso bebuilt in cement-mortar.”

To section 131 (materid for coping, cornices, ec.) the
following was added on the suggestion of the DirecTor of
PusLic Works — "Every projection condructed of
combustible materid other then stone shal be built in
cement-mortar and the erttire thickness of that portion of
the wall covered by such prgjection shal dso be built in

In the cae of dause 138, which provided that
verandehs and baconies were not to be enclosed or
obgtructed, it was pointed out by the Harsour MasTer that
it would predlude a householder from even putting a chair
out on hisverandah.

His ExcaLLency said it wasintended to gpply to Chinese
houses in which verandahs, being over Crown land, were
practicaly turned into rooms

The dause was amended to exclude from its operation
housesin the European Reservaion and the Hill Didtrict.

The DirecTor oF PueLic Works stated that when there-
committed clauses came up

he intended to bring in an amendment with regard to
ba conies in narrow stredts; at present he was not prepared
with the amendment.

When dause 152, deding with reguirements as to
cubidesin exiding buildings, wasreached.

His ExcaLLency sad that they had cdculated that the
new regulaions would remove from 30,000 to 40,000
people. But if only two cubicles were to be dlowed on a
floor he was under the impression that a leest 100,000
peoplewould be removed.

The MepicaL Oracer oF HeaLTH suggested that the
difficuty would be met by alowing three cubicles instead
of two.

Sub-section 9 wias as follows—"'No cubicle or room

used for degping purposes shdl have alessfloor areathan
100 syuare feet and alesslength or width than 7 feet."

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai proposed, and it was agreed, to add the
following—"Unless such cubide or room has a window
opening direct into the externd ar and having a tota
olazed area of not less than one-tenth of the floor area of
such cubide or room; in which case the floor area of such
cubideor room shdl not be lessthan 64 square feet.”

Beddes the amendments given above, a number of
minor amendments were made on various dauses.

The Coundcil adjourned.




