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22ND JUNE, 1903.

PRESENT—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR, Sr HENRY A.
BLAkE, G.CM.G.

His ExceLLency Sr W. GascoieNe, KICMG.
(Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. F H. MAay, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sir HENRY SPENCER BERKELEY, KT. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Ruvsey, RN. (Harbour
Magter).

Hon. W. CHaTHAM (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Dr. J M. ATkiINsoN (Principd Civil Medica
Officer).

Hon. Sir C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal,CM.G.

Hon. WEel A Y UK.

Hon. R. SHEWAN.

Hon. GERSHOM STEWART

Mr. R. F. JoHnsToN (Acting Clerk of Councils).

FINANCIAL.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY laid on the table Financid
Minutes (Nos. 14 to 24) and moved that they be referred
to the Hnance Committee.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the mation
wasagreed to.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY laid on the table Report of
the Finance Committee (No. 3) and moved its adoption.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

WATERWORKSAT TAIPO.

The DIRecTor oF PusLIC WoRkslad on the teble the
Report of the Public Works Committee (No. 1), which
wasin thefollowing terms—

"Water Supply for Quarters, Police Station, and Police
Launches & Taipo.—The Charman lad before the
Committee a proposd for obtaining a supply from a
stream near Taipo, a a point above the cultivated area
bordering its course, and conveying the water in an open
cachwaer and in pipes to the idand where the landing
plece is stuated or on which it is intended to erect
quaters. A branch pipe to be caried across the
embankment forming the Taipo Road for the supply of
the Police Station and the exiding temporary quarters.
The edimated cogt of the work was $3,720, It was
unanimoudy agreed to recommend that provison for the
work be made in the Edtimates for 1904. The Committee
then adjourned.”

PAPERS

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY lad on the table the
reports for 1902 of the Botanicad and Afforetation
Departmernt, the Pogt Office, the Harbour Mader, the
Acting Regigrar-Generd, the Po Leung Kuk, the

Superintendent of the Fre Brigade, and the Government
Bacteriologist; and the report on the hedth and sanitary
condition of the Colony.

RATESAT MONGKOKTSUI.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER moved the following
resolution: —"Resolved that the percentage on the
vauation of tenements, payable as rates, in the village of
Mongkoktsui be dtered from 101/2 to 121/4 per cent.”
The resolution, he said, was rendered necessary by the
fact that Mongkoktsui isnow practicaly part of Yaumati,
and that the inhabitants are in enjoyment of nearly dl of
the privilegesexiging in Yaumeti.

The CoLONIAL SeCRETARY seconded, and the
resolution was agread to.

QUESTIONS

Hon. R. SHewaN gave notice of the fallowing
questions—

Will the Honourable the Colonid Secretary be good
enough to give the following information respecting the
working of the Crown Agents system with regard to this
Colony:

1. (a)) Wha method is adopted for paying the Crown
Agents? (b) Do the Crown Agents receive a
commisson on orders executed in addition to regular
sdaies? (c) Do they receive remunerdion from other
Crown Coloniesin addition to this?

2. What is the annud sum paid by the Colony to the
Crown Agents during the past 3 years, giving sdary and
commissons separately, or what annud sum has been
charged to the Colony for the services of the Crown
Agents?

3. (@) Aredl ordersfor materid, etc., sent to Europe
on behdf of the Colony made through the Crown Agents?
(b)) If nat, what system is adopted with regard to such
orderswhich are not executed by Crown Agents?

4. (&) What system is adopted to ensure that orders
on behdf of the Colony are executed by the firm best
able to carry out the work a the most reasonable price?
(b.) If orders are put up to tender only for those firms on
the Crown Agents ligs, how arethesefirms slected? (c.)
Can any reputeble firm on gpplication be placed on the
Crown Agents ligs, or do the Crown Agents exercise a
rights to refuse to place a firm on ther lig? (d.)) In the
event of such a refusd, has the firm thus rgected any
right of apped and if s to whom?

Will the Government state whether they received a
letter from the Secretary of the Sanitary Board sent by
direction of the President, conveying the following
resolution unanimously adopted at the meeting of
property-owners at the Sanitary Board office on 18th
May, convened by advertisement in European
n e w s p ap e r s i n
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the Cdony. Namdy: "Tha the permission of H. E.
the Governor be obtained to have the report, which
was read by Dr. Pearse a the meeting on the subject
of overcrowding and its abatement, printed and
circulated amongst the European land-owners in the
Colony."

No. 2. If 0, has any reply been sent thereto? If nat,
why not?

No. 3. Is the Government aware that the Presdent
of the Sanitary Board sated & the Board on 19th ingt.
thet no answer had been recaived to that |etter, but thet
the report had been lad on the table and was
accessbleto the Pressif they wanted it?

No. 4. Do the Government propose to print and
circulate Dr. Pearsgsreport in terms of the resolution?
Origt true, as rumoured, that the report has been
withdrawn from dirculation? and thet the information
which has been placed at the disposal of the Chinese
will not be avallablefor European land-owners?

No. 5. Do the Government gpprove of the request
of the Chairman that the Europeans should leave the
meeting of land-owners above referred to?

Will the Government indruct the Government
Printers to print a larger number of copies of
Ordinances, as it appears that the Passenger Act (No.
1 of 1889, Chinese Consolidation Ordinance) is now

out of print and cannot be supplied.
FARST READINGS

Thefollowing Bills were submitted and reed afirg
time—A Bill entitted an Ordinance to reped The
New Teritories Rent Recovery Ordinance a Bill
etitted an Ordinance to amend The Hodlidays
Ordinance, 1875 (No. 6 of 1875); a Bill entitled an
Ordinanceto give effect to an Order in Council made
by His Mgegy the King on the 12th day of March.
1903, rdaing to the Marriages of British Subjectsin
Foregn Countries; a Bill entitted an Ordinance to
authorise and regulate the establishment and use of
ingdlations for the purpose of Wirdess Tdegraphy; a
Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend The Mday Sates

(Fugitive Criminals) Surrender Ordinance, 1903
STOWAWAY SORDINANCE.

The ATtTorNEY -GENERaL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to provide
for the more effectud prevention of frauds on owners
and chaterers of ship by Sowaways, their aders and
abettors. He said—Hon. members of the Council are
aware of the events that have led to the introducation
of thisBill. The subject of the Bill and the reasons for
its being introduced are as st forth in the memaora
dum which | have atached to the Bill itsdf. The Bill
has been in the hands of hon. members for a
condderabletime now and | have no doubt they have
made themsdves acquanted with what the
Government conddered to judtify the passage of this

Bill. As | have gated in the objects and reasons the
Ordinance is dradic in its provisons, but to be
effective | think you will agreewith meit is necessary
that the Ordinance should bedradtic. It isreduced now
to this shape in the hope that it will put an end to the
nuisance that has been for along time inflicted upon
shipowners by persons sowing-away on ther ships.
The nuisance has been fdt particulaly by those
trading between Hongkong and the Philippine Idands
andin one case, which ismentioned in the objectsand
reesons, a very heavy security, $70,000 gold, was
required from the owners of one of the seamers
teking sowaways from here to the Philippines
because of the excess number of passengers carried.
The owners protested thet the excess number was not
caried with ther sanction or knowledge, but were
sowaways. Under the law asit tands a fine of $500
or in default of payment Sx months imprisonment
can be imposad on esch dowaway, his ader and
abettor; but it gppears that that pendty, which a the
firg blush is savere has not been severe enough to
dop the practice of sowing-away. It is bdieved
indeed that the profits arisng from the successful
running of acargo of Sowaways make it worth while
to run the chance of a fine of this amount. This
Ordinance therefore proposes to invest the Magidrate
with the power to impose a term of imprisonment in
additionto afine, and it is believed and hoped that the
threat of imprisonment will deter those who at presant
are engaged in this what may be cdled nefarious

practice.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

The Councl afterwards resolved itsdf into

Committee and conddered the Bill dause by dause.
Onresuming,

The ATTorNEY -GENERAL moved the third reading
of theBill.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded.

TheBill wasread athird time and passed.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was hdd
immediatdy after the Coundcil, the Colonid Secretary

(Hon. E H. May, CM.G)) predding.
CIVIL HOSPITAL EXPENSES

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $1,200 in ad of the item "Washing" under
"Other Charges" Civil Hospitd Vote.

Thevotewas agreed to.

TRAINING OF NULLAHS

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $11,500 (Public Works Extraordinary) to mest
the cog of traning certain nullahs in the Wedern
Didrict.

The recommendation was gpproved.
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VICTORIA HOSPITAL.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of $600 in aid of the vote Medica
Depatments, Other Charges, to meet cost of
fixtures for the Victoria Hospitd for Women and
Children.

Thisvote was aso gpproved.
PW.D. EMOLUMENTS.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of $1,392.21 in ad of the vote
Persond Emoluments, Public Work Department:
—Mr. Xavier isto draw gerling Aay a therate
of £360 riang to £480 by £40 trennidly as from
the 1s May, 1903.

The Committee passed the vote.
WATER ACCOUNTS CLERK.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of $1,780.65 in ad of the vote for
Persond Emoluments, Public ~ Works
Depatment: —Sday of the Waer Accounts
Clerk a $1,800 per annum from 5th January to
31t December, $1,780.65.

The CHAIRMAN—Members will recollect the
complaints that were made about dday in the
rendering of water accounts — hence this
additiond assgtant.

The vote was agreed to.

STAMP OFFICE EMOLUMENTS,

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of $118.06 in ad of the vote for
Pasond Emoluments, Stamp Office, sub-
department to Treasury—Sdary of an assgant
to the shroffs a $180 per annum from 5th May
to 31st December, 1903, $118.06.

The vote was gpproved.

COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGESBY DISINFECTION.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote asum of $3,000 in aid of the Vote Sanitary
Department, Other Charges (Plague), to meet the
cod of compensgtion for damage done in
disnfecting premises

Hon. GersHom SrtewarRT—By whom are
these damages assessed?

The CHAIRMAN—BY the Standing Committee

of the Sanitary Board.

Hon. GersHom StewarT—Is this a vote on
account, or isit the exact sum required?

The CHAIRMAN—Compensation to the extent
of $1,200 has dready been awarded, and it is
caculated that this sum will probably suffice for
the epidemic now happily drawingto adose

The recommendation was adopted.

PW.D. EXECUTIVE ENGINEER.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote the sum of $3,499.35 being equivdent to
£291.123 a 1/8 in ad of the vote for Persond
Emoluments, Public Works Depatment: —
Sdary of additiond Executive Engineer (Mr. A.
G. Fsher promoted) a £480 per annum from
23rd May to 31st December, 1903, $3,499.35.

The vote was agreed to.
X-RAY APPARATUS,

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
re-vote the sum of $1,050 unexpended in 1902,
and to vote an additiond sum of $151.64,
making atotd of $1,201.64, for payment for the
X-ray Apparaius and Microscope under Other
Charges, Civil Hospitd, Medicd Departments.

The vote was gpproved of.

POST OFFICE AT SHANGHAI.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to
vote asum of $375in ad of theitem "repairsto
Pog Office & Shangha" under Other Charges,
Generd Pogt Office.

Thisvote dso was agreed to.
COMPENSATION TO LANDLORDS,

The Governor recommended the Counal to
vote a sum of $2,288 for the payment of
compensation to the owners of certain land in the
New Territories, resumed by the Government for
apublic purpose.

The CHAIRMAN—ThiIs land is Stuaed in the
immediae vicinity of Shataukok Police Station,
and its resumption was recommended by the
medica authorities to improve the hedth of the
occupants of the Police Station.

The vote was agreed to.

Thiswasdl thebusness.



