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8tH JULY, 1903.

PRESENT—

His EXceLLENCY THE GOVERNOR, Sr HENRY A.
BLAkE, G.CM.G.

His ExceLLency Sr W. GascoehNe, K.CM.G.
(Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sir HENRY SPENCER BERKELEY, KT. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Ruvsey, RN. (Harbour
Mager).

Hon. W. CHaTHAM (Director of Public Works).

Hon. J M. Atkinson (Principd Civil Medicd
Officer).

Hon. Sr C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal, CM.G.

Hon. We Y UK.

Hon. C. W. DICKSON.

Hon. R. SHEWAN.

Hon. GERSHOM STEWART.

Mr. R. F. JoHnston (Acting Clerk of Coundil).
FINANCIAL.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table Financid
Minutes (Nos. 25 to 27) and moved that they be referred
to the Fnance Committee

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and the maotion
wasagreed to.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY lad on the table Report of
the Finance Committee (No. 4) and moved its adoption.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and the maotion

wasagreed to.
BOUNDARIES

The CoLoniAL Secretary moved the following
amendment to No. 5 of the Domegtic Cleanliness and
Ventilation Byelavs contained in Schedule B of the
Public Hedth and Buildings Ordinance, 1903, mede
under Section 16 of the eforesaid Ordinance—The note
to No. 5 of the Domedtic Cleanliness and Ventilaion
Bye-laws contained in Schedule B of the Public Hedith
and Buildings Ordinance, 1903, is hereby repedled, and
the following subdituted therefore —"The weden
boundary of the eestern divison of the City is Graham
Stret and Endicott Street; the western boundary of the
centra divison of the City is Tank Lane and Cleverly
Street; the western divison of the City liesto the west of
Tank Lane and Cleverly Street. Kowloon is divided into
eagern and western divisons by Robinson Road and a
draight line drawn from the north end thereof through
the Yaumati servicereservoir to the northern boundary of
Kowloon." He said— The object of this amendment is
to bring the limewashing didricts into the same
boundaries as those of the hedth digricts This will
enable theingpectorsto do their work more effectively.

Hon. Dr. ATKINSON ssconded, and the moation was
agreedto.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES

The CoLoNIAL SECrReETARY lad on the table the
Supplementary Colonid Edimates for 1902, of which
thefollowing isan extract.—

Chargeson Acoount of Public Dettt, .............. $18234.4
Pensons 39,654.80
Governor and Legidaure,..........eeeeeeeeneneens 11,164.25
Audit Departmert, 479164
Tresaury, 882059
(205 1@ T NN 2612412
Regidrar-Generd's Departmert.........oocceenes 73333
Obsarvatory. 990.30
Legd Departments. 14,165.39
Medicd Depatments 280641
Magidracy. 414262
Sanitary Department 24,737.20
JLILE 5 0.0/ SO 15,703.66
Miscdlaneous Services 657,930.55
Public WorksS RECUITENE ..o *201,628.46
Ordinary EXpenditure.............oeweeermeneneens 1,031,627.86
Public Works Extraordingry .................. *76857354
$1,800,201.40

[*Although the excess in the votes Public Works
Recurrent amounts to $190,29341 and Public Works
Extraordinary to $359,787.77, yet these Supplementary
\otesarerequired, because saving on sums voted for any
particular work cannot be gppropriated to cover excess

on other works, or new item not yet voted ]
PAPERS

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY laid on thetable the Report
on the Blue book, the Report of the Principa Civil
Medicd Officer, and the Report on the Hongkong

\olunteer Corps, dl for 1902.
QUESTIONS

The Hon. G. StewaART gave notice of the following
questions—

() When were the plans for the new Law Courts
findly passed?

(2 What is the cause of the dday in procesding
with the erection of the Courts?

(3 What was the cogt of the Ste for the new Post
Office, and when paid for?

(4) What were the number of designs recaived in
the recent competition for the Pogt Office?

5 Can the Govenment give the dae
goproximately when they will be in a pogtion to invite
tenders and proceed actively with the work of the

congtruction of the Post Office?
THE CROWN AGENT SYSTEM.

Hon. R. SHewaN put the following questions tanding
in his name —Will the Honourable the Colonid
Secretary be good enough to give the following
information respecting the working of the Crown Agents
sysemwith regard to this Colony:—

1. (@) What method is adopted for paying the Crown
Agents? (b) Do the Crown Agents
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recaive a commisson on orders executed in addition
to regular sdlaies? (¢) Do they recave remuneration
from other Crown Coloniesin addition to this?

2. What is the annual sum paid by the Colony to
the Crown Agents during the pest three years, giving
sday and commissons separately, or wha annua
sum has been charged to the Colony for the services
of the Crown Agents?

3. (@) Are dl ordes for maeid, ec., sent to
Europe on behdf of the Colony, made through the
Crown Agents? (b) If not, what system is adopted
with regard to such orders which are not executed by
the Crown Agents?

4. (a) What sysem is adopted to ensure that 4l
orders on behdf of the Colony are executed by the
firm best ale to cary out the work a the most
reasonable price? (b) If orders are put up to tender
only for those firms on the Crown Agents ligs, how
are these firms sdected? (€) Can any reputable firm
on gopplication be placed on the Crown Agents lids,
or do the Crown Agents exercise aright to refuse to
place a firm on their lig? (d) In the event of such a
refusd, has the firm thus reected any right of gpped,
and, if so, towhom?

The CoLoNIAL SEcReTARY replied asfollows—

1. (@) The Crown Agents and ther employees are
pad sdaies out of the contributions of dl the
Colonies employing their sarvices (b) No. (c) Only
the regular contributions paid to the fund for daries
and other expenses.

2. Crown Agent's Charges—

1 per cent. commisson ongores

1/4 per cent. commisson on payment of interest on
loan.

1/8 per cent. commisson on subddiary coins.

£150 pa anum for transacting the generd

businessof the Colony.
1900.
Commisson paid on—
1S (0= VAN £255 1 0 $254282
Payment of Interest on
[0 o TR 918 0 3937
Subsdiary Coins................. 566 8 8 560159
For transacting the Generd
Businessof the Colony 150 0 0 150011
£1011 7 8$1004389
1901
Commission paid on—
LS (0 (=~ VN £222 3 6 $2290.71
Payment of Interest on
[0 o TR 1419 0 16171
Subgdiary Coins............e.... 44 4 1 352614
For transacting the Generd
Business of the Colony 150 0 0 154986

£731 6 7 $752842

1902.
Commisson paid on—
S (0 (<> VR £278 18 5 $3207.73
Payment of Interest on Loan 2918 0 340.82
Subsidiary CoinS......cceureeeeees 1% 0 5 214601
For transcting the Generd
Businessof theColony ........... 150 0 0 17277
£654 16 10 $7,417.33
(&) A.M.THOMSON.

3. (a) Yes (b) Unnecessary to answer.

4. (@) The compditive sysem coupled with
professond supervison and ingpection. (b and c) No
definite information is available on these points, but a
reference to gopendix 22 of the Report of the Public
Works Commisson showsthat in 10 yearsthe Crown
Agents carried out 379 orders for the Public Works
Department and thet these orders were placed with
101 different firms. The fidld of sdection is therefore
very wide. No objection israised by the Agentsif this
Government asks that a particular order may be
placed with a paticular firm, and Government has
every reason to be satiffied with the qudity and price
of the goressupplied toiit. (d) Yes Tothe Secretary of
State for the Colonies | would lay on the teble
Parliamentary Paper C. 3,075 of 1881, rddive to the
functions of the Crown Agents which hes aready

been oncelad onthistablein 1894.
DR. PEARSESMEMORANDUM.

Hon. R. SHewaN also put the questions—

1 Will the Government dae whether they
recaived a leter from the Secretary of the Sanitary
Board sent by direction of the Presdent, conveying
the fallowing resolution unanimoudy adopted a the
meeting of propaty-owners & the Sanitary Board
office on 18th May, convened by advertisements in
European newspapersin the Colony, namdy—"That
the permisson of H. E. the Governor be obtained to
have the report, which was reed by Dr. Pearse @ the
meeting on the subject of overcrowding and its
abaement, printed and drculaed amonget the
European land-ownersinthe Colony"?

2. If 0, has any reply been sent thereto? If nat,
why not?

3. Is the Government aware thet the Presdent of
the Sanitary Board dated a the Board on the 19th
ingtant thet no answer had been received to thet | etter,
but thet the report had been laid on the table and was
accessbleto the Pressif they wanted it?

4. Does the Government propose to print and
circulate Dr. Pearsesreport in terms of theresolution?
Or isit true, asrumoured, that the report has been
withdrawn from circulation and that theinformation
which has been placed
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a the digposa of the Chinese will not be available for
European land-owners?

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY replied asfollows—

1. Theletter wasduly received.

2. The Government intimated to the President of the
Board for hisinformation and guidance that Dr. Peersg's
Memorandum might be brought before the Board. The
postion the Government has adopted is that the
Memorandum in question involves assumption asto the
effect of the law that may or may not be correct, but
which can only be tested by a case decided in the law
courts. This decison can readily be obtained in the usud
manner. Without it the Government would not accept the
respongihility of publishing the memorandum.

3. Yes

4. The Government do not propose to print and
dreulate the memorandum for the ressons daed in
answver to question 2. The Memorandum wes reed in
English & the recent mesting of property-owners held at
the Sanitary Board offices and which was attended by
Europeens as wedl as Chinee It is accessble to
members of the Board, both European and Chinese, and
thereis no question of supplying to Chinese informetion
which iswithheld from Europeans.

PRINTING OF ORDINANCES

Hon. R SHewan further asked: — WiIll  the
Government indruct the Government Printers to print a
larger number of copies of Ordinances asit gppears thet
the Passenger Act (No. 1 of 1839) Chinese Emigration
Consolidation Ordinance is now out of print and cannot
be supplied?

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—AL the presant time an
ample number of Ordinancesisprinted.

LAND CLAIMSIN THENEW TERRITORY.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the firgt reeding of
aBill entitled an Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 18
of 1900 entitled an Ordinance to fadilitate the hearing,
determingtion, and settlement of land daimsin the New
Teritories to edablish a Land Court, and for other
purposes.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the moation
was agreed to.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER moved the firgt reeding of
a Bill entitted an Ordinance to authorise the
Appropriation of a Supplementary Sum of One million
gght hundred thousand two hundred and one Dallars
and forty Cents, to defray the Charges of the Year 1902,

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

RENT RECOVERY IN THE NEW TERRITORY.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reading
of the Bill entitted an Ordinance to reped The New
Territories Rent Recovery Ordinance. The object of this
Ordinance is to provide for the hearing and determining

of damsto rent in the New Territories. By Ordinance 14
of 1902, it was provided that such dams should be
heard and determined by the Land Court established
under Ordinance 18 of 1900. That Court however was
intended when it was condituted to be a Court for
settling daims to land in the New Territories and for
edtablishing titlesto land therein and for no other purpose.
It was not intended, and it is not desired, that the Land
Court shall continue to exidt fter it has doneits work of
stling titltestoland. The Land Court, in short, isaLands
Titles Court and thet alone; and will be dissolved as soon
a5 its work of sHtling titles is done. This Ordinance
therefore repeds Ordinance 14 of 1902, which declares
that al dams to rent in regpect of land in the New
Territories shdl be heard and determined by the Land
Court, and provides in lieu thereof thet rent in the New
Territories is to be recovered before the Supreme Court
when the rent daimed exceeds $200 and before a
Magigtrate when the sum daimed does not excead that
amount. After congderation and from the experience of
the past the Government have come to the concdluson
thet in the case of daims over $200 the parties should be
admitted to the privilege of a hearing in the Supreme
Court initsOrigind or Summary Jurdisdiction according
to the amount involved, where the advantage of legd
assigtance can regdily be obtained. In proceeding before
a Magidrate in the New Territories the parties will dso
beat liberty if they pleaseto retain legd assistance, but as
the amount involved in any such case will be necessaxily
amd| therewill not be the same nead for legd assstance.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY Seconded the mation, and
theBill wasread asscond time.

MARRIAGES OF BRITISH SUBECTSIN FOREIGN
COUNTRIES

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reading
of the Bill entitted an Ordinance to give effect to an
Order in Council made by His Mgesty the King on the
12th day of March, 1903, rdating to the Marriages of
British Subjects in Foreign Countries. He sad—The
objects and reasons of this Ordinance areto give effect to
an Order made by His Mgesty the King in Council on
the 12th March, 1903, modifying the requirements of the
Foreign Marriage Act, 1892, as to resdence and notice
in cases when one only of the parties has dwet within
the digrict of the Marriage Officer and the other hes
dwdlt in this Colony. The effect of this Bill will be to
bring this Colony into linewith other parts of the Empire.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and the mation
was agread to.

The Council rexolved itsdf into Committee and
consdered the Bill dauseby dause

On the Council resuming, the Bill wasread athird
time and passed, on the motion of
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the ATTORNEY -GENERAL, Seconded by the CoLoniaL

SECRETARY.
WIRELESSTELEGRAPHY.

The ATttorNEY -GENERaL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to authorise
and regulate the establishment and use of inddlations
for the purpose of Wirdess Tdegrgphy. He sad—l
think it will be obvious to the Coundil thet in view of
the posshilities the potentidities of wirdess
telegraphy, it were wise to have legidative power to
place an ingdlation here, and this Bill, shortly, isto
endble the Governor to issue licences for the
inddlaion of wirdessteegraphy, wherever he deems
it expedient, subject to such conditions as may from
timeto time befound desirablein the public interet.

The CoLoniaL SecreTARY Seconded, and the Bill
wasreed asecond time.

The Coundil then went into Committee on the Bill,
which, on the Council resuming, wasreed athird time
and passad.
CRIMINAL FUGITIVESTOMALAY STATES

The ATttorNEY -GENERaL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend
The Mday Saes (Fugitive Criminds) Surrender
Ordinance, 1903. He said—The object of this Bill is
to effect cartain amendments which appear necessary
in the Mday Staes (Fugitive Criminals) Surrender
Ordinance, 1903. In the latter Ordinance the meaning
of the term "British Resdent” was not sufficiently
defined. It was now defined to mean any person for
the time being lawfully discharging the duties of the
office of British Resdent. It appeared dso that a
British Resident was gationed & Negri Sembilan and
Pahang, S0 it was necessry to add these names to
those of the other places mentioned.

The CoLoNAL SecreTaRy seconded and  the
motion was agreed to.

The Councl went into Committee on the Bill and
conddered it dause by dause.

On the Council resuming, the Bill wasread athird
time and passed on the motion of the ATToRNEY -

GeNERAL. seconded by the CoLONIAL SECRETARY.
PRINTING OF ORDINANCES

Hon. R. Stewan—If | amin order, gr, | would beg
to move the adjournment of the debatein order to cdl
the atention of the Council to the reply of the
Colonid Secretary to my lagt question.

His ExceLLency—You arein order.

Hon. R. SHewan—I believe | am prevented from
otherwise commenting upon the answers | received
here to-day. The quedion | asked was "Will the
Government indruct the Government printersto print
alarge number of copies of Ordinances?' The reply
was, "At the present time an ample number of
Ordinances is printed,” which | take to be areply in

the negative; and | now beg to move an adjournment
of the debae in order to cdl atention to the great
inconvenience which the mercantile community of
the Colony suffer by not being ableto obtain copies of
Ordinances they require. The remark | made in
addition to my question was thet it gppeared that the
Passenger Act, No. 1 of 1889, is out of print. | sad
that because | had applied to the Government printers
for acopy and wastold | could not get one. Thereply
of the Government is thet an ample number of
Ordinances is printed. Does that mean that they are
printed and in sock a the present time or thet they
were printed and are out of sock? It isnot afull reply
and | would be gad if the Colonid Secretary would
amplify it. | have not informed any of my unofficid
colleagues of my intention to make this motion, but |
have no doubt one of them will second it in order thet
we may obtain fuller information.

Hon. Sir PauL CHATER seconded.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary—AL the present time
160 copies of the Ordinances passed by this Chamber
ae printed and tha number should be amply
sufficient to meet al requirements. | do not know how
many copies of Ordinances were printed in 1889, but
it is perfectly true that this Ordinance is now out of
print. That will be remedied shortly when the new
edition of the Ordinancesisissued and made available
tothepublic.

Hon. Mr. SHewan—May | ask when that will be,
ar?

The CoLoNIAL SecreTaARY—] cannat give the exact
date.

The ATToRNEY -GENERAL—Very shortly.

His ExceLLENcY—] have reason to think thet it will
beready inaghort time.

The Council adjourned Snedie.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Finance Committee was hdd

immediatdy after the Coundil, the Colonid Secretary

(Hon. E H. May, CM.G.)) predding.
PUBLIC MORTUARY.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $12,000 to meet the cost of recongtructing the
Public Mortuary during the current year under "Public
Mortuary, Extendon and Re-condruction, Public
Works Extraordinary.”

The CHarRmMAN—The present mortuary has been
found to be inconveniently smdl, and as no provison
for its extensgon was mede in the Edimates the
Coundl isnow asked to votethissum.

The recommendation was gpproved.
QUEEN'SCOLLEGE

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $230in ad of the vote under "Other Charges,”
"Queen's Callege, Educaion:—
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Allowancefor Chinese Teache's ... $130.00
Incidental EXPENSES,......ovvveerermereesssmsessseneens $100.00
$230.00
Thisvotewas aso agreed to.
GAOL EXPENSES.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $3078 in ad of the vote for Persond
Emolumentsand Other Charges Gad Department:—

Saf for the Temporay Prison (Bdilios
Reformatory) for 6 months ending 31 December,
1903.—

Persond Emoluments:
1 Principa Warder a $1,140..........cconeeeevvnnnee. $570
Do., Exchange Compensdtion a 1/8d.,.... 456
2 Wardersa £96 parannumeach a 1/8d., 1,152
1 Clerk a $360 per annum........cceeeenreeennnee. 180
4 Assgant Warders, a $26 per annum each, 432
Cary fOrWard...........ooeveveveeerrereesrsessissesesinenns $2,790

Brought forward..............cooeevevveseererrnnn. $2,790
2 Cooksat $96 per annumeach, ........ccvounees $96
1 Cooliea $6 per annum, ........cccceemreereeennenes 48
$2,934

Other Charges—
Conveyance Allowance, ........c.eeeerveeeenne. 144
JLLo - RS $3,078

The CHarRmMAN—It has been found necessary to
open Bdilios Reformatory as a temporary prison
owing to the overcrowded gtate of Victoria Gaol, and
the sum s&t out medts the expense of the additiond
saff required.

H.E. Sr W. J. GascoeNe—How many prisoners
will the Reformatory accommodate?

The CHAIRMAN—It can accommodate ahundred.

The vote was passed.

Thiswasdl thebusness.




