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20mH JULY, 1903.

PRESENT:—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR, Sr HENRY A.
BLake GCMG.

His ExceLLency Sr W. GascoieNg, K.CM.G.
(Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr HENRY SPENCER BERKELEY, KT. (Attorney-
Gengrd).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumsey, RN. (Harbour
Magter).

Hon. W. CHatHAM (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Dr. J M. ATkiInsoN (Principd Civil Medica
Officer).

Hon. Sir C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. WEl A Y UK.

Hon. R. SHEWAN.

Hon. GERSHOM STEWART.

Mr. R. F. JoHnston (Acting Clerk of Councils).

FINANCIAL.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY laid on the table Financid
Minute (No. 28) and moved thet it be referred to the
Finance Committee.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the mation
wasagreed to.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the Report
of the Fnance Committee (No. 5) and moved its
adoption.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded and the motion
was agreed to.

NEW LAW COURTS AND POST OFFICE.

Hon. GersHom StewaRT put the following questions
of which he had given notive—

1. When were the plans for the new Law Courts
findly passed?

2. What is the cause of the ddlay in proceeding with
the erection of the Courts?

3. What was the cogt of the dte for the new Post
Office, and when paid for?

4. What were the number of designs received in the
recent competition for the Pogt Office?

5. Can the Government give the date approximeately
when they will be in a postion to invite tenders and
procead actively with the work of the congtruction of the
Pogt Office?

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—SI, in reply to the hon.
member, the plans for the new Law Courts were passed
in November, 1899, the contract for the foundations was
let in June, 1900, and tenders for the superdructure were
cdledfor in November, 1902. All the tenders except one
were exorbitantly high, and the one | reter to came from
a contractor of no standing. None of the tenders were
therefore acoepted, and arangements were dmost

completed for the carrying out of the work by the Public
Works Depatment itsdf when another tender was
received. It has now been acoepted, and it is hoped that
the work will soon be gone on with. With regard to the
Pogt Office, the cogt of the Site was $508,280, and was
paid in March, 1902. Three designs were received in the
recent competition, one of which has been accepted, and
it is anticipated that tenders for the foundations will be
cdled for in about amonth.
FIRST READING.

On the motion of the ATTORNEY -GENERAL, Seconded
by the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, thefallowing Bill wasreed
afirg time—A Bill entitled an Ordinanceto amend The
Foreshores and Sea Bed Ordinance, No. 21 of 1901, and
to reped sub-section (1) of section 1 of Ordinance No.
11 of 1902.

LAND CLAIMSIN THENEW TERRITORY.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thefirgt reading of
aBill entitled an Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 18
of 1900, entitled An Ordinance to fadilitate the heering,
determination, and settlement of land dams in the New
Territories to edablish a Land Court, and for other
purposes

The CoLoNIAL SEcrReTARY Seconded, and the Bill was
read thefirg time.

The Standing Orders having been suspended,

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thet the Bill beread
the seoond time. He said—This Bill is introduced in
order to dlow the Crown, when occasion may requireit,
to apped to the Supreme Court againg decisions of the
Land Court where those decisons affect the rights of the
Crown, the proprietors of the land in the New Territories
by virtue of the arrangement made between her late
Mgesty the Queen and the Emperor of China. It isdso
expresdy dedlared to be Crown property by one of the
sections of the Land Court Ordinance. At the time that
Ordinance was passed and the Land Court was
edtablished, it was not thought necessary, or the necessity
had not arisen, to have the power given to adamant to
goped from adecision of the Land Court, and the result
is that amost anomaous position has been cregted. The
Bill therefore provides that the Chief Judtice may at any
time, upon good cause shown, grant to the Crown leave
to gpped to the Full Court of the Supreme Court from
any decison of the Land Court. For these reasons| move
that the Bill beread asscond time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Seconded.

Hon. R. SHEwaN— rise, Sit, to object to the motion
that thisBill be read asecond time. In thefirst place, we
have always been accustomed to having aBill read the
first time, and then it isleft to be advertised and made
publicly known, so that the public
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themsdlves may condder the Bill. Thereisno reason, s,
why this Bill should be rushed through the Coundil in
this way. It does nat seem to me to be a very important
Bill; it appearsto be avery far Bill; but why should the
Attorney-Generd rush this thing through when it has not
been advertised, not even in the Government Gazette?
Nobody knows anything about it. We have the firdt
reeding, then the second reading, and | am so ignorant of
the procedure of this Coundl thet we shdl probebly have
the third reading before | know. Is it not the custom to
take the firgt reading and then have time to condder the
Bill? | mysdf have had no time to consder it. | reed it
through hurriedly, but | notice it sated that the Chief
Jugtice may a any time upon good cause shown grant to
the Crown leave to gpped. If there is any doubt on the
subject, | would smply ask the Coundil to have it
postponed until next medting.

The ATTORNEY -GeNeraL—AIl | ask the Counail to
doisto adopt the principle, and if we adopt thet principle
we can read the Bill the second time and refer it to
committee at the next medting.

Hon. R. SHeEwan—It will not go through committee
now?

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—NO.

Hon. R. SHewan—Oh, very well.

The mation was put to the Council and the Bill was
read asecond time.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER moved the second reading
of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to authorise the
Appropriation of a Supplementary Sum of One million
eight hundred thousand two hundred and one Dallars
and forty Cents, to defray the Charges of the Year 1902,

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and the Bill was
reed the second time and referred to the Fnance
Committee.

NEW TERRITORIESRENT RECOVERY
ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thet the Council go
into Committee on the Bill entitted an Ordinance to
reped The New Territories Rent Recovery Ordinance.

The CoLoNIAL SECReTARY saconded and the mation
wasagreed to.

In Committee the Attorney-Generd proposed severd
amendmentsand new dausesand it was agreed to let the
Bill stand over till next mesting in order that these might
be printed and submitted.

THE NEW POST OFFICE AND THE LAW COURTS.

Hon. GersHom StewarRT—W/ith your Excellency’'s
permission | beg to move the adjournment of the debate
in order to make some remarks on the answers to the
questions standing in my name.

H.E. the GoverRnorR—Certainly.

Hon. Mr, STEwART—AS these two matters are of
considerable public importance, | ventured to ask these

guestions, and it is very gratifying to hear that some
satisfactory arrangement has at last been made about the
Law Courts, but it must be borne in mind that we have
heard hopeful statements before and have suffered a
considerable amount of disappointment. It is clear that
the Law Courts site has been reclaimed for about 13
years, dsothe stein front of the Club; and yet we till

have grass growing on both of them. | fully admit the
desire of the Government in this and other mettersto do
their best for the public interests, but it ssemsto methat
perhapsthe cogt to us has been somewhat overlooked. It
does not seem clear that delays are in any way
economical. It iswell to bear in mind that this Colony
which like many prosperous concerns may run on adebit
baance can only do so at acost of 5 per cent. per annum.
The new Pogt Office site therefore for which we paid
$500,000 in cash cogts usininterest $25,000 ayear. It is
no good to go into the loss of interest in the past on the
Stestotheeadt of thet, but teke thetwo together and | am
perhaps not overstating the value when | say they are
worth $1,000,000, whichisacogt in interest of $50,000 a
year or $1,000 aweek to us. From that point of view it
seemsto methat we arelosing money, dthough asfar as
| can seewe arein avery strong position. We have got
the two old public officesin Queen's Road, | suppose, to
sl and gpply towards these buildings, and we have got
the valuable sitein front of the Club, so that so far as|

can seewe have assstswhich will enable usto put these
two buildings up, without the question of cash coming in
at dl. We have actualy got the money, and it seemsto
me that we have had it for sometime. | very fully admit
the gresat troubles and difficulties of the Public Works
Department, but | think it ispossble, if public attention is
drawn to it and the matter is opened up, that by a
readjustment of duties and the calling in of private
assigancewe could possibly be ableto do agreat ded of
work a agregter oeed than we can at present. In ansver
to my question No. 5 it was not very clearly laid down
who was going to build the Post Office. One hears
remarks that the successful architectswill do o, but it
has not been definitely stated. | would liketo mention a
smd| matter in regard to the reedjustment of work which
I can spesk of from my persond experience. | am sorry
to say that | the other day had not paid my water rate. |

got two letters from the Director of Public Works. |

found that something was overcharged and |

corresponded with him and eventudly it resulted in my
paying $1.50 to the Treasury. Well, it struck me asalittle
bit hard on probably the hardest worked man in
Hongkong, whom we expect to be an architect, an arti<t,
an engineer and look after al things, that we should dso
m a k e h i m
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do tax-collecting aswell. | epecidly thought that, when
we have got such an excdlent and energetic Tressurer,
who will look after the Colony's debts very well. |
understand thet | cannot say any more on the question of
public works except referring to these two buildings but |
should like to draw your tention to the fact thet it seems
very odd that we cannot get on with our work and yet
private people get on with theirs gpparently fairly wel. If
we go down to the Pogt Office Ste we may see people
sawing timber. If you look round you see Messs A. S,
Wetson'sfour-storey building goproaching completion. If
you go down to our dtes to the eeswards you see in
front of you Queen's Building which has been in use for
some years and Princgs Building which is now
gpproaching completion. You see in front of the Bank
those two very nice gardens which have been in use for
9x years and on the opposite Sde we have the Satue of
His Royd Highness ganding in a sort of wilderness. |
must sy | never passthat gatue but | fdl an inclination
to gpologise to His Royd Highness for not having given
a better dte to the satue. | hope, g, that these remarks
will be taken in as good part asthey are made in. | am
induced to meke them with the hopeand desire that if we
use the proper asssance, enginering and otherwise,
which we have a hand, we may give the Director of
Public Works immediate and efficient rdief. We dl
admit fredy that heisamost conscientious hard-working
man, but it ssems to me that this Colony has outgrown
the limits of the Public Works Department. If thet isso, it
isameatter for red congratulation. If we become abigger
place we cannot expect the work to be done without a
bigger gpparatus than we had in the earlier days. | think
that any money that may be expended in the cost of
employing private labour will be amply rgpad by the
relief aeforded to the Department and by the increased
comfort which the public will enjoy. Itisanoticesble fact
that patriotic as we dl are we have not a public building
of any sort or kind exoept Queen's College, which is
hidden avay in Chinatown and nobody ever sees It
seems to me that the present moment is an opportune
moment to put our shoulder to the whed, because we
have found out that al hopes of developing this Colony
toitsfull limits of beauty and excellence have been taken
away from us by the retention of the Nava Yard in our
midst. | think the best thing for usto do isto develop our
Colony as much aswe can in thet direction to the best of
our ahility. | do not know whether | have to move a
resolution?

H.E. the Governor—No.

Hon. Mr. StewartT— amply wish to ventilate the
meatter. There are a good many other things in which
assigance might be given to the Public Works
Department, but | will confine my remarks to these

guestions.

Hon. R. SHEwaN—Sir, | beg to sacond the motion of
my hon. friend, and | do so with greet pleasure, because |
agree—! had dmogt sad with the whole of his remarks,
but a any rate with most of them, dthough there are one
or two with which | certainly do not agree. In the firgt
place he referred to some Government officia whom he
seemed to think able and energetic. Now, | do not know
whether he mean, my hon. friend on the right—{Director
of Public Works—or my hon. friend on the left—
[Colonid Treesurer]-I am quite willing to admit thet one
may be able and the other energetic, but asto both being
both able and energetic— am not 0 sure about that.
There was another remark in the speech of the hon.
member with which | cannot agree—tha about the
datue of His Royd Highness being like a voice in the
wilderness

Hon. Mr. Srewart—I did not sy "voice in the
wilderness™

Hon. Mr. SHewan—That iswhat | understood him to
say: "avoice crying in the wilderness" If | amwrong |
sand corrected. At any rate, there is no wilderness neer
the Bank. The motion to adjourn the debate, however, is
very opportune, for it opens up an useful fidd for
anybody who wishes to talk about things that are going
on in this Colony. | was glancing through some of the
evidence brought before the Commission gppointed to
enquire into the Public Works Department, and | wes
very much amused as | read it to think how little has
been done to remedy maiters after dl the trouble we took
and themany hourswe spent ligtening to those witnesses
Mr. Chetham's evidence was to the effect thet he had no
time to attend to matters which seemed to meto be of the
very least importance and which could have been done
in two seconds. He said he wanted, in addition to himsdif,
an Assgant Director of Public Works and eight or nine
other engineers; histime was 0 taken up in office work
that he had no time whatever to look round the Colony
and s for himsdf what was wanted in the way of
public works. | should liketo know now if heis stisfied
with the assstance the Colonid Secretary has procured
for him through the Agent Generd of the Colonies, for if
he is satidfied | suppoe we ddl have no more
complaints about such metters. As to roads, & thet time
the great questions here were the want of water and the
bad roads—

His ExceLLency—] am drad the hon. member is
getting alittlediscursve.

Hon. Mr. SHewan—These are induded in the matter
of public workswhich my friend raised.

His ExceLLeEncy—No; thet was about the building of
the Law Courts and the Pog Office.
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Hon. Mr. SHewaN — | think he moved the
adjournment of the debate to discuss public works.

His ExceLLENCY—Yes, especidly with reference to
these two metters However, | do not think the hon.
member has very much farther to go.

Hon. Mr. SHewan—Wl, regarding the roads, we
recommended that three or four samples of roads should
be made, different materidsto be used. Mr. Tooker, who
was subsequently made Assgant Director of Public
Works, recommended that these should have wood
pavements and sad that the present roads had no
foundations Mr. Danby and I—

His ExceLLency— think the hon. member is going
very far efidd.

Hon. Mr. SHewan—It opensup alargefidd.

His ExceLLENCY—Yes but it is coming near four
odock.

Hon. Mr. SHewan—O0h wll, if the argument is one
of time |l amwilling to St down.

The hon. member thereupon resumed his seat.

The CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY—T he question of the site
of the Law Courtsand the Site of the new Pog Office and
other offices that are going to be built on the Ste of the
new Pogt Officeisasubject which has been avery vexed
one indeed, and one on which locd opinion among
officids differed as much asthe apinion of non-officids,
Sir William Robinson gppointed acommittee to consider
this metter in 1894, and that committee reported and
recommended a certain scheme. Then, unfortunately for
rgpidity in the carrying out of the work, there was a
change in the Public Works Department. The new
Director did not gpprove of the scheme fethered by his
predecessor, asfar as my memory serves me, and afresh
committee was gppointed. It was not until 1896 that thet
scond  committee  reported, and  dter  some
corregpondence with the Secretary of State as to the
design of the buildings it was findly decided to employ
an eminent firm of architectsat home—

Hon. R. SHewan—Who decided—Mr. Chamberlain
or the Hongkong Government?

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—Agon, Webb, & Ingress
Bdl. All thistook agood ded of time and added to the
dday. As for the ste of the Pogt Office, which wes
acquired last March, it must be remembered thet not one
department but severd—some five or sx—had to be
acoommodated in tha building. It took some
condgderable time to find out what these departments
wanted, and it dso0 took some timeto collate information
50 that the architects might have something to go upon. It
may be we have logt something in interet through not
avalling oursalves of these Stes ealier, but a the same
time | would remind the hon. members who have
gpoken thet the vaue of the property isincreesing dl the
time.

Hon. R. SHewan—Hear, hear.

The CoLoNniAL SecretaRy —We might sl the
present Site of the Law Courts and the Pogt Office some
yearslater, and | think the Senior Unofficid Member will
agreewith methat if wedo sl it wewill get agreet ded
morefor it than if we had sold it three or four years ago.

Hon. G. Srewart—T hat isspeculaion.

H.E. the Governor—I think the hon. member in
these speculations forgets that any of these public works
—the Pog Office, the public weaterworks, Tytam and
Kowloon, and the Harbour Office—are, putting asde
every other work of the Public Works Department, very
large. The cost of these works is over $3,000,000, and
you cannot expect them to be done in a day. | do not
think, mysdf, as far as these plans are concerned, that
there has been any delay we could have avoided. There
has been a dight delay in the Law Courts for this reason
that in preparing the foundation it was assumed that
piling was unnecessary except on the portion recently
redamed, but it was found that the whole of the
foundations & the south end had to be piled. There was
no delay once the piling had been done beyond the
inevitable deay of trying to get atender which could be
acoepted in the interests of the Colony; and asthetenders
were hundreds of thousands of ddllars more then the
Director of Public Works thought that we ought to pay
for that kind of work, | think the Director of Public
Works was very right and prudent in advisng the
Government not to accept the tenders recaived at thet
time. As regards this ground in front of the Club which
the hon. member spesks of, | hope that nothing will be
ever built onit. | proposethat that ground shdl bemadea
public garden as dso the ste near the Law Courts, and
we shdl have, opposite, the garden which at the present
moment extends from the Bank to the sea. (Applause)
My ideais tha the ground shdl be preserved as an open
space entirdly and add to the beauty of the place |
suppose the hon. member with draws hismotion?

Hon. Mr. StTenART—Yes

H.E. the Governor—The Coundil stands adjourned
dnede

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hdd
immediatdly after the Council—the Colonid Secretary
(Hon. F. H. May, CM.G.) presiding.

CITY AND HILL DISTRICT WATERWORKS

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote a
sum of $1,342.30 in ad of the vote for "City and Hill
Digricc  Waterworks' under  "Public  Works
Extraordinary."

Thevotewasagreed to.
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ESTIMATESFOR 1902.

The Committee then considered the Supplementary
Edimates for the year 1902, and gpproved dl of the
items contained therein.

The Hon. R. SHEWAN took objection to the grouping
of 0 many items under the heading "Miscdlaneous
Savices" and said miscdlaneous services might cover a
multitude of miscdllaneoussins,

The HARBOUR MAsTER—I dont think it would be
possble to put "Miscdlaneous Sarvices' in any other
form.

Hon. R. SHEwAN— dont see any reason why not.

The HARBOUR MASTER—I| am spesking to the
Chairmen, gr.

Hon. R. SHenan—Soaml.

The CHAIRMAN—Order.

The HARBOUR MASTER—! don't supposeit ispossble
to put dl the "Miscdlaneous Sarvices' in this part
(holding up the paper), and | suppose thét is the reason
they appear intheform they take.

Hon. R. SHeEwan— dont see any reason againg it,
but what we want are more details. If the hon. member
will giveusareason | shdl beglad to heer it.

The discussion cessed.

Thiswasdl thebusness




