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1st OCTOBER, 1903.

PRESENT—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR, Sr HENRY A.
BLakge, G.CM.G.

Colond L. F. Brown, Commanding the Troops.

Hon. F. H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr H. S BERKELEY, (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. W. CHatHam (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Dr. J M. Atkinson (Principa Civil Medicad
Officer).

Hon. Bast R H. Tavtor (Acting Harbour
Mader).

Hon. Sir C. P, CHaTER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. C. W. Dickson.

Hon. GERsHOM STEWART.

Hon. H. E. PoLLock, K.C.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

FINANCIAL.

The CoLonAL SecreTary lad on the table
Financdd Minutes (Nos. 50 to 53) and moved thet
they bereferred to the Finance Commiittee.

The CoLoniaAL TREASURER seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

The CoLoniaL SecreTARy laid on the table the
Report of the Finance Committee (No. 9) and moved
itsadoption.

The CoLoniAL TrReasURER seconded, and the

motion was agreed to.
PUBLIC WORKSCOMMITTEE.

The DIRector oF PusLic Works submitted the

fallowing minutes of the Public Works Committee.
Didnfecting Sation at Kowloon.

The Charman (Hon. W. Chatham) laid before the
Committee a plan for a disinfecting gation providing
smilar accommodation to the exigting onein the City
of Victoria, with quarters for an Inspector atached, to
be erected a Yaumati, and explained that the scheme
waspartly provided for inthe current year's Edimetes.
The accommodation origindly  contemplated,
however, was only ashed for the disnfector itsdf and
quarters for an Ingpector, but the Sanitary Board hed

gnce asked for an additiond two-dtoried shed to
contain sores and house the codlies employed a the
dation, besdes offices and other accommodation.
These additions brought the etimated cogt of the
scheme up to $27,000.

The Committee unanimoudy agreed to
recommend thet tenders be cdlled for the entire work
and that, if necessary, a supplementary vote should be
taken to meet thisyear's expenditure.

Convict Prison on Sonecutters Idand.

It was decided, in view of the absence of two
members of the Committee, to defer the further
congderaion of the proposa to establish a Convict
Prison on Stonecutters Idand.

The Committee then adjourned.

Bacteriological Indtitute.

The Chairman explained that in consequence of the
inahility of the Public Works Department to undertake
the work, the preparation of plans and estimetes, &c.,
hed been placed in the hands of Messs Leigh &
Orange, architects. Prdiminary plans had at first been
prepared by them for a building in accordance with
the Bacteridlogid's idess, the cost of which he
estimated roughly a $60,000. After communicetion
with Singapore and Shangha, amended plans on a
reduced scde had been prepared. He now lad the
plans before the Committee, the cod of the work
being estimated by the architects a $40,000. The Ste
was in the upper portion of the Taipingshan resumed
areaadjoining Caine Lane.

It was unanimoudy agreed to recommend that the
work be carried out in accordance with the amended
plansand estimate.

Gunpowder Depot on Green Idand.

Planswhich had been prepared for the congruction
of anew Gunpowder Dep6t on Green Island, in
subgtitution for the existing Dept on Stonecutters,
werelad before the Committee. The estimated cost of
the entire work, including quarters for the staff
employed in connection with the Depét, the
preparation of the site, &c., was $107,000. The
average revenue derived annually from the Depdt
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during the past five years had amounted to over $21,000.

After full discussion, it was unanimoudy agreed to
recommend that the work be undertaken.

The Committee a0 recommend, in connection with
the establishment of the Depdt there, that restrictions be
imposed with regard to landing on Green Idand.

Egtablishment of a Convict Prisonon
Sonecutters Idand.

The proposal to condruct a Convict Prison on
Stonecutters, on the Ste to be rendered available by the
trandfer of the Gunpowder Depdt to Green Idand, was
then conddered.

The papers which were asked for by the Committee
on the 20th July had been circulated to members.

The Charman lad the plans before the Committee
and explained thet, though it was intended only to erect
two blocks of cdls cgpable of accommodating 246
prisoners in thefird ingtance, the entire gte available for
the Prison would be endlosed with ahigh boundary wall,
90 thet future blocks of cells could be added as occasion
aose without interfering with the occupation of the
Prison. The edimated cogt of the work now proposed
was $236,000.

Before coming to a decison on this matter the
Committee desire that an estimate be prepared and laid
before them showing the probable annud working
expenses of the propased Prison together with the actud
working expenses of the existing Gaol and whether any
saving is anticipated in the laiter item in the event of the
new Prison being condructed. The Committee dso
desre to receive a compadive daement of the
edimated working expensesif a Convict Prison of equd
accommodation were congructed on a Ste on the Idand
of Hongkong, say, below Victoria Battery, ingeed of on
Stonecutters.

The Committee then adjourned.

STERLING SALARIESSCHEME.

The CoLoNiAL SeCReTARY lad on the teble the
fallowing correspondence in continuance of Sessiond
Paper No. 45 of 1902.—

Extract from the despaich of His Excdlency Sr H A.
Blake to the Secretary of the State for the Colonies, No.
512, of the 15th November, 1902.

Sir—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your despatch No. 318 of the 30th of last Segptember, and
to refer you in reply to paragraph 6 of my despatch of the
11th December, 1901, in which | sated that the Sterling
Sdaries Scheme, forwarded under cover of thet despatch,
was designed to indude dl offices which would in the
ordinary course be held by Europeans appointed from
home. In other words dl officars entitled to draw
exchange compensation— haveetc.,

HENRY A.BLAKE.

Extract from the Secretary of State€s despatch No. 16
of 16th January, 1903, to HisExcdlency Sr H. A. Blake.

It was not intended to make any such diginction in
regad to the grat of Steling Sdaies as is
contemplated in your despatch No. 512, between officers
of the Hongkong Service who are and those who are not
entitled to exchange compensation. According to the
principle laid down in the case of the Straits Settlements
and the Federated Mday States, the slaries of al non-
derica pogts which exceeded $1,200 a year were to be
induded in the Sterling Scheme; and officers gppointed
after the beginning of Augugt, 1901, to any such pods
cane under the Seling Scheme, regardless of the
question whether or not they would have been ertitled,
under the exiding rules, in virtue of domicile or in other
repects, to exchange compensation. —1 have, eic,,

ONSLOW.

The Colonid Secretary d<o laid on the table copies
for despaich from the sysem for the witness on the

Crown Aget Sysem and said—Hon. members will

remember that the serling sllaries scheme included only

those officers who were in recdpt of exchange
compensation, it has been sdtled that it dso indudes
non-clerica gppointments the salaries of which exceed
$1.200 per annum. These gppointments are therefore in
the Edimaies which are about to come under the
cond deration of the Coundil.

TheColonid Secretary dso laid on the table acopy of

a despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies

on the Crown Agent Systemn, and saild—Some questions

were put to me by an hon. member of this Coundil
regarding the Crown Agent Sysem, and part of one of
the questions | was unableto answer. | now begtolay on
the table a degpatch which gives the informetion | was
uncbleto givea that time.
QUESTIONS
Hon. Mr. PoLLock put the following questions to the

Colonid Secretary:—

1. Wha was the nature of the enquiries which were
mede by the Govenment for the purpose of
ascartaining how many vacant soreys there were in
the City of Victoriaand in Kowloon in July last?

2. With reference to your answer to the 5th question
which | put to you a the lest mesting of the
Legidative Council, isthe contract which you referred
to in that answer, a contract for training the nullah in
question right down the northern face of the hill from
top to bottom? Whet isthe contract price for thet work
and what is the date which is fixed for completion of
it?

3. Are any geps beng taken for the improvement of the
Detective Branch of the Police Force with a view to
the surer detection of seriouscrimes?
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4. What inducements are held out to Police dfficers for
the dudy of the Chinee language, and are such
inducements amdler than they were formerly?

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY replied asfollows—

1. Each Didtrict Ingpector was indructed by the
Acting Medicd Officer of Hedth to prepare a return
showing what houses and floors within his digrict were
vacant, and to give as nearly as possible the number of
people these houses and floors could acocommodate
under the provisons of Ordinance No. 1 of 1903. The
numbers given in my reply to the Honourable Member's
former quedion on this subject were bassd on the
Returns so furnished by the Ingpectors.

2. The contrect is for training the nullah from
Kennedy Road upwards to its upper termination. The
work is being done on a schedule of prices, by
measurement, as the nature of the ground rendered it
practicdly impossble to prepare definite plans and
quantities beforehand. No date of completion has been
fixed in this case, but the work has begun and it is
anticipeted thet it will be completed in 3 months.

3. The extradlowances granted to Chinese detectives
have recently been increased from $2 to $5 per mensem.
The quedtion of increesing the Detective Staff is under
condderation.

4. Money dlowances of $5, $10 and $15 amonth are
meade to the European and of $1, $2, $3 and $5 amonth
to the Indian Police according to the degree of
proficency they dtan in knowledge of Chinee
Knowledge of Chinee is dso under the Police
Reguldions taken into account in  congdering
promotionsof both European and Indian Police

Exchange compensation was prior to the grant of
double exchange compensation paid on such dlowances
drawn by Europeans. One of the conditions of the grant
of double exchange compensation was that adlowances
other than purely persond alowances should not carry
exchange compensation.  Therefore  exchange
compensaiion isno longer drawn on these dlowances

Hon. Mr. PoLLock put the following questions to the
Director of Public Works—

1. Where is the gte of the large flushing tank which
you referred to in your answer to my firgt question to you
a the last meeting of the Legidaive Council? What is
the contract price for such tank, and whet is the date
whichisfixed for itscompletion?

2. What materids are being used for mending the
roads in—(@) the City of Victoria; and (b) the Kowloon
Peninaula?

3. Who recommended the use of such materids, and
for how long have such materias been in use? Is it not
practicble to procure a more dureble mixture for
mending those roads? What Officers of the Public Works
Department (giving their names and official designations)
are responsble for the supervison of the mending of
thoseroads?

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS replied as follows:

1. Adjoining Garden Road and in the rear of the
Volunteer Headquarters. It is not desirable for obvious
ressons, to make public the amounts of such contracts.
21 November, 1903.

2. (9). Granite macadam on the low-leve roads and
catan portions of the higHevd roads. Concrete,
compasd of lime, cement broken granite and red earth
or sand, on the high-levd roads generdly. (b). Granite
mecadam on some of the principd roads ad
decomposad granite on the remainder. The use of the
firgt mentioned materid isbeing extended.

(3). 1 am unableto date who recommended the use
of these materiads They have probably been usad snce
the foundation of the Colony. A more durable materid
than the granite macadam, which is assumed to be the
material more particularly referred to, wes tried by the
late Director of Public Works, Mr. Ormsby, namely
gneiss or bluestone. In consequence of the complaints
which arose regarding the unevenness of the roads o
laid and the resulting noisness of the traffic over them,
the use of this materid has been discontinued and much
of it has been removed. | am not awvare that any
saidfactory paving for roads has yet been discovered,
which would be suiteble for locd conditions and
ressonebly economicd. Caefully sdected granite
macadam is in my opinion the bet materid avalable
locdly. The names and designations of officers engaged
upon maintenance of roads are as folovs— Mr. H. P
Tooker, Executive Engineer; Mr. E. Dougherty, Oversesr;
Mr. A. H. Nimmo, Foreman; Messrs Portaris, Lee Sing,
Li Yeun Sing and U. Pat, Assigant Foremen. Thereis a
present a vecancy for an overseer of roads, which is
being filled by the gopointment of a qudified man
obtained from England.

NEW MEMBER.

Hon. Basl R. H. Taylor, Acting Harbour Magter, took

the oath asaprovisiond member of the Council.
BOUNDARIESOF THECITY.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the firg reading of
aBill entitled an Ordinance to define the boundaries of
thedity of Victoria

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ORDINANCE
EXEMPTIONS

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the firgt reading of
aBill entitled an Ordinance to exempt certain shipsfrom
the requirements of Section 4 of the Merchant Shipping
Consolidation Ordinance No. 36 of 1899.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

The Objects and Reasons attached to the Bill wereas
follows:—To relieve British shipowners
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trading between Hongkong and places on the rivers of
the adjacent mainland from certain disadvantages under
which they suffer in competition with others trading on
such rivers by reason of the necessity a present imposed
upon them of complying with the provisions of the 4th
sction of the Merchatt Shipping  Consolidation
Ordinance, 1899, in repect of the number of certificated
officersto be carried. ThisOrdinanceisdesigned to place
British owners in this respect upon a footing of greater
equdity in competing with others for the trade of the
riversthan a present exiss
ENTICING AWAY MARRIED WOMEN.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the firgt reading of
a Bill entited an Ordinance to further amend the
Magigrates Ordinance 1890.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the motion
wasagreed to.

The Objects and Reasons dtached to the Bill were as
folows—To check the growth of a habit of enticing
away married women from their husbands, reported as
becoming prevaent in the New Taritories. As the civil
remedy is in such cases, owing to the circumdtanees
surrounding the persons affected, of no practica vaue, it
is proposed to meke it an offence punisheble on
ummary conviction to receive or harbour a woman
married according to the law or custom of China who,
without reasonable excuse, leaves the protection of her
hushand. The Bill declares crudty or failure properly to
maintain awife to be reasonable excuse for her leaving
her husband.

THE ESTIMATES FOR 1904.

The CoLoNIAL SecreTARY moved the second reading
of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to goply a sum not
exceeding FHve million two hundred and thirty-eight
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two dollars to the
Public Service of theyear 1904.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the mation
wasagreed to.

The CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY then moved that the Bill
be referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the mation
wasagreed to.

The Coundil adjourned till Monday next a noon.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meeting of the Fnance Committee was held
immediatdy after the Council, the Colonid Secretary
(Hon. E H. May, CM.G) predding, ad the
condderation of the Eslimates, item by item, was entered

upon.
Pon ECCLESIASTICAL GRANTS,

The proposad vote under the heading "Eccedadticd”
was $2,400, made up as folows— Grant for R.C.
chaplainfor geol and hospital, $600; grantsfor Protestant
chaplains for geol and hospitd $1,400; grant for burids
ec., $400.

Hon. Mr. StewarT said he bdieved this work was
adwaysincreasng. The number of sick people in hospitd

and prisonersin geol got larger and larger eech year, and
there were more people to be attended to. If the various
denominaions did not do this work, Government would
have to provide their own chaplains which would cost
them more than they now paid; and he thought there was
agenegd opinion among the unofficid membersthat this
vote might in justice be increased.

Hon. Sr PauL CHATER sad he was of the same
opinion. It was the view of the unofficid members that
the vote should be doubled. They would ask the
Chairman to bring the matter before the Governor as a
recommendation from them.

The CHAIRMAN said that the vote was increased by
$200 as from 1st January 1903 on the gpplication of the
Church Bodly.

Hon. Sr PauL CHATER remarked thet they were
aware that it was incressed in 1902 for 1903. There was
no proposd in the Edtimates to increase it further next
year. The vote now stood at $2,400. They asked thet it
should be doubled—3$4,800. They hoped the Chairman
would bring it before His Excdlency.

The CHAIRMAN said he certainly would do o, but he
thought hon. members in  support of this
recommendation should furmish some figures showing
the sarvices rendered. If there were incressed services
rendered to the large number of patients in hospitd and
prisoners in geol, Hon. Members ought to furnish the
facts If they edablished a case he had no doubt His
Excdlency would bring it under the notice of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies; an increase could not
be made without his sanction.

Hon. Sr PauL CHaTER—We would like you to
mentionit.

The CHAIRMAN—Certainly.

Thevotewas passed.

PLAGUE EXPENSES

Hon. Mr. StewaRT, in making some remarks upon the
Sanitary Department vote of $487,522 said they all
admitted the necessity of precautions being teken againgt
plague, but they could not help feeling regret at the
enormous figures brought before them. Therewas abig
saff provided for and he saw there were two items dso
of $80,000 for scavenging and $20,000 for coolies. He
would like to ask whether, when the plague was not with
us, there was any saving effected or how these plague
coolieswere kept employed, because he supposed that,
aswith every other sort of body that was not congtantly
exercised, the staff was gpt to get alittle bit rusty. This
was the only opportunity the taxpayers had of looking at
thisaccount, and it was only fair that they should be quite
clear in their minds that for the fairly libera pay they
gave to those men, good work was being done. It wasa
very sad fact to notice
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that the totd Medicd and Sanitary charges came to
something like $800,000 or about 20 per cent. of our
available income, and they would be rdieved if they got
an asaurance from the Chairman of the Sanitary Board
that thismoney was being well spent.

Hon. Dr. ATkinsoN replied that the increese of the
deff was lagdy due to the recommendation of the
sanitary  experts, which have been goproved by the
Government; and the mod important of these
recommendations was that a permanent plague gaff
should be appointed quite digtinct from the ordinary staff
of sanitary ingpectors, and that the gaff should be
increesed correspondingly to the increesing number of
plague casesthey had to ded with. Thiswas gpproved df,
and an organised trained & to ded with these annudly
recurring epidemics of plague had been egtablished. It
would be evident to dl hon. members that it was an
improvement to have a trained eff a ther disposd
rather than to depend on men they might be able to pick
up haphazard asthe cases of plague increased in number.
In this scheme it was pogtively lad down thet there
should be a cartain number of officers employed, and
thet the number should be added to in a certain ratio to
the number of cases. When there were not more than 20
caxss a week the ddff was @ a cartain grength; if the
casss in creasd to not more then 50 the daff was
incressed correspondingly; and if there were not more
then 80 a 4ill further increese was made As the
epidemic dedined 0 the number of those employed
decreased in a corresponding manner; or, as the cases
diminished in number so did the S&ff. The estimate for
next year was based on the number of cases there were
this year. With reference to the $80,900 for scavenging
the City and Hill digrict, referred to by the hon. member,
that sum was paid to the contractor for removing refuse
from the housesin Victoriaand the outlying villages and
for removing the streat refuse ds0. Hewas paid so much
amonth and engaged the coolies himsdf. The other vote
of $20,000 for coolie hire was required for the coolies
that hed to be taken on in addition to the ordinary &ff to
ded with plague cases as they occurred. They removed
rubbish from infected houses and took clothing to the
dignfecting dation and were employed for any other
purpose that might be required, such as conveying water
for deandng purposes to the houses when water wes
scarce. As the epidemic decreased, these coolies were of
course dischaged. At present they had none such
employed. He thought that went to show that a due
check was being kept on the expense. Certainly it did
seem high, but he might sate that the expenditure for the
first six monthsof this year on plague had been $110,000
less than the expenditure for corregponding period last
year, notwithstanding that they had 1,000 more cases of
plagueto ded with thisyesr.

Hon. Mr. StewarRT— am very glad to have heard this

Satemen.

The CHAIRMAN thought the figures given by the
Charman of the Sanitary Board showed them what
could be done by a little organisation. There was no
doubt thet since the Plague expenditure had been voted
under the gppropriate heads in the Edtimates ingteed of
being charged to an open vote a very great saving hed
been effected. Every endeavour would be mede to see
that the public got vaue for their money. The increesing
expenditure in the Depatment had caused the
Government a good ded of anxiety. Some time ago he
cdled for areport showing exactly how the plague gaff
was employed a the presant time, and when he was
furnished with it he would, if memberswished, lay it on
thetable

Hon. Sr PauL CHATER—That will be satidfectory, Sr.

Thevote was gpproved.

THE RENTING OF "BEACONSHIELD."

Under the heading "Miscdlaneous Services' there
gopeared the item, Rent for Government Offices
("Beacondfidd"), $7,800.

Hon. Mr. Polock asked on wha
"Bescondfidd" had been teken?

The CHAIRMAN—Three years.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked if it was expected that the
Sanitary Department would be aleto moveinto the new
building then?

The CHAIRMAN answered in the affirmetive. They had
taken "Beacondfidd" for three years with the option of
renewd for another year, and they hoped before the
expiraion of that period to be in the new building above
the Post Office.

Thevotewas passad.

GUNPOWDER DEPOT ON GREEN ISLAND.

For the provison of a gunpowder depot on Green
Idand avote of $15,000 gopeared in the Edimates.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock said he understood that the depot
was going to be removed from Stonecutters to Green
Idand to makeway for the Convict Prison.

The CHAIRMAN—Thet isthe intention.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Hasit been decided?

The CHAIRMAN—Yes,

Hon. Mr. PoLLock remarked that $15,000 seemed a
smdl amount to expend out of thetotd etimeted cost of
$107,000. How many years was it supposed to teke to
effect the trandfer from Stonecutters to Green Idand?

The DIRecTOrR of PuBLic WORks sad it was
edimated that that amount would be sufficent for what
was reguired to be done next year. Until the preiminaries
had been got through in the way of getting the contracts
fixed, progress would be dow and the work would
congst of excavation and redamation operaions, so that
possibly that amount would be sufficient.

terms
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The CHAIRMAN further Stated thet it was the intention
of the Government to put the prison there. As the hon.
member would see from the report of the Public Works
Committee that had been laid on the table, the metter
was dill under the consderation of the Public Works
Committee.

\ote passed.

THE NEW LAW COURTS.

$60,000 was the sum proposed to be voted in respect
of thenew Law Courts.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked when the Courtswere likely
to befinished?

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS replied thet the
present contract wes a three-years one and did not
include the intermd finishings He should say that the
buildings would take four years to build. The principd
factor in cauaing the building operations to occupy such
a long time was the very large amount of stone work,
The building was faced with stone externdly from top to
bottom.

Thevotewas gpproved.

WANCHAI MARKET EXTENSION.

There appeared in the Edimates a vote of $2,000 for
the Wanchal Market extenson work, out of a totd of
$7,000 edtimeated cogt.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked why it had taken so long to
expend this money. The estimated cost was $7,000 and
the estimated expenditure for this year was $3,000, and
for 1904 $2,000. Apparently they were going to take
three years to carry out this little extension cogting only
$7,000.

The DIReCTOR of PuBLIC WORKS sad thet was not
quite s0. A contract for the work hed been let for asum
which was much less than the estimate of $7,000. The
work would be finished about Christmeas this year, but
though it was finished the whole amount due to the
contractor could not be paid till next year, because he had
to maintain the place for acertain period after it had been
finished, and a balance mugt be kept in hand until the
period of maintenance expired.

\ote passed.

WESTERN MARKET.

On the proposed vote of $20,000 in repect of the
Western Market,

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked when the market was likely
to be completed?

The DIReCTOR of PuBLIC WORKS sad he thought it
would take about two years or eighteen months There
had dready been expended some $40,000 on the
foundationsfor the market.

\ote passad.

THE NEW POST OFFICE.

A vote of $40,000 for the new Pogt Office was
proposed inthe Edimates.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked when the Pogt Office was
likey to be completed?

The DIReCTOR of PusLIC WORKS replied thet tenders
had been cdled for for the foundations, and the

foundations would occupy twelve months. After thet the
remainder of the work would occupy from two and a
half to three years.

\ote passad.

THE PRISON ON STONECUTTERS.

In respect of the proposed new Convict Prison on
Stonecutters, avote of $20,000 was proposed.

Inreply to Hon. Mr. PoLLock,

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS daed thet the
edimated cog of the work was $236,000 and the
acoommodation wasfor 246 prisoners

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal sad he thought the prison scheme
was under congderation by the Public Works Committee
Suppose the Committee were againg the scheme would
thismoney be spent.

The CHAIRMAN Sated that they must build another
prison somewhere. If it was not built on Stonecutters the
money would have to be spert in building it somewhere
de

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal suggested thet if the Committee
were againd the scheme the money would not be spent
in building a Stonecutters, for he understood it was a
recognised thing that no public work was underteken
without the gpprova of the Committee.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER—NO.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock sad it seemed apity thet the votes
should have to come on before the Committee had dedit
with the matter. Supposing Government decided not to
build the prison on Stonecutters then the gunpower
depot would not be removed, he presumed,

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER—Then you save money.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock repested that it was a pity thet the
Committee could not report before these matters were
brought before the Fnance Committee.

The CHAIRMAN remarked thet the gunpowder depot
had to be recongtructed in any case. Objections had been
raised to it dready on account of its insscurity againgt
shell fire. The gunpowder depot redly did not depend
upon the prison on Stonecutters. These maiters were
referred to the Public Works Committee some time ago,
and they had to secure agood ded of informetion before
they could report, hencethe ddlay.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal explained that the reason he raised
the quedion was that they might be committing
themsdves, by voting that money, to the prison on
Stonecuitters.

The CHAIRMAN—Certanly nat; the money is wanted
for a new Prison which is a necessty, and the dte is
named to identify. He could not commit the Government
by saying that if the Public Works Committee reported
agang the Stonecutters Ste Government would not
build on the dte but he coud sy tha any
recommendation of the Public Works Commiittee on the
metter would carry greet weight with the Government.
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Thevotewasagreed to.

SCHOOL AT YAUMATI.

There gopeared in the Edimates an item, Schoal a
Yaumati; estimated cost, $21,500; estimated expenditure
next year, $15,000.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked what school thiswas?

The CHAaRvAN daed that when Mr. Ho Tung
presented the Kowloon School to Government and
agreed to meke it a school for European children only
instead of a mixed schodl as he origindly intended, the
Government promised to provide aschool for Chinese a
Yaumeti. Thiswasthe schoal.

Thevotewas passed.

RECONSTRUCTION OF GULLIES,

$20,000 was proposed to be voted for recongtruction
of gullies

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked if that would complete the
recondruction of gullies?

The DIRecTORr of PusLIC WORKS said he thought the
work would be completed well within the esimates
Possibly that sum might be found sufficient to complete
thework.

\oteagreed to.
NEW TERRITORY SURVEY.

Referring to a proposed vote of $6,000 in respect of
the New Territory survey.

Hon. Col. BRowN agked what was the scde of the
maps.

The DIRECTOR of PuBLIC WORKS replied thet the scale
of the smdl map was one inch to the mile. Another map
was being prepared with a scde of two inches. For the
cadadtral maps, 16 inches, 32 inches and in some cases
64 inchesto the milewere used.

Thevotewasagreed to.

PRAYA EAST RECLAMATION.

In respect of the Praya East Redamation a vote of
$10,000 was proposed.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked why the work was not
being proceeded with?

The CHAIRMAN gated thet it was owing to the grest
ded of trouble they had had in fixing the boundaries of
Military and Nava property; and thet until such was
done the scheme could not be laid before the Marine
lotholders

\ote gpproved.

COMPENSATION.

Under the heading "Public Hedth and Buildings
Ordinance, 1 of 1903," it was proposed to vote $60,000
for compensation,

Hon. Mr. StewaRT asked on what thiswas paid for?

The CHAIRMAN said it was paid in cases, for indance,
where they took away part of a property to form a back
lane, or whereaman lost agiorey on re-erection owing to
reduction in height of his building. This was a low
edimate. Astime went on and more houses came down
they would haveto pay agreat ded more.

Hon. Mr. StewarT—How is the compensttion
arived a?

The CHAIRMAN—ThereisaBoard of Arbitration. It is
al inthe Ordinance

Thevotewas passed.

Under the same heading there wes an item of
$350,000 for insanitary property resumptions.

Hon. Mr. Srewart wanted to know if this was the
sameasthe previousvote,

The CHAIRMAN intimated that it was a different thing
dtogether. This money was for improvement schemes
which were being carried out by Government. So far
they hed been carrying out some recommendations of
Professor Simpson.

The DIRecToR of PusLIic WORKS added thet in the
event of private negatiaions faling through with the
owner, the Crown Land Resumption Ordinance
provided for a reference to abitrators o tha where
negotiagions faled recourse could ill be had to
arbitration.

Hon. Mr. SrewarT asked how the amount to be paid
as compensation was arrived a. If it was caculated on
the rent, the owner might make a very good thing out of
overcrowded property.

The CHAIRMAN replied tha there were specid
provisons made for the vauation of insanitary property;
if property wasinsanitary certain deductionswere made.

Thevotewasagreed to.

THE NEW RIFLE RANGES.

There was in the Edimaes an item proposing to
devote $14,000 for the congtruction of buits & the new
rifle range a Kowloon, $5,000 for the diversion of roads,
and $20,000 for the resumption of private property.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock desired some information on this
item.

The CHaIRMAN replied that the vote referred to the
congtruction of new rifle ranges behind Kowloon City to
replece the rifle ranges on what was going to be the
King's Park. They had to provide rifles ranges in
subdtitution for those that are now Stuated on the Ste of
the King's Park. As soon as the new butts were
congructed the Park would be thrown open to the public.
The diverson of the road was in connection with the
samescheme.

Votecaried.

KOWLOON WATERWORKS.

For the Kowloon Waterworks Gravitation Scheme it
was proposed to devote $250,000.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked when the scheme was likdy
to be completed?

The DIReCTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS thought it would be
completed in about a couple of years from now. A greet
dedl of work in connection with the scheme was dreedy
in hand.

\ote agread to.

THETYTAMTUK SCHEME

$100,000 was proposed to be voted in respect of the
Tytamtuk Scheme.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked when this scheme was
likely to be completed?
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The DIRECTOR of PuBLIC WORKS was undble to give
any definite date. He hoped subgtantia progress would
be made with much of the work next year, but it was
impossible & this Sage to give pogtively any dae asto
when it would probably be completed.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked how far the scheme hed got
a present?

The DIRECTOR of PuLIC WORKS said the Ste for the
principa dam had not yet been determined. The sitefor a
minor dam had been decided upon and work would be
underteken & a very early date; but the Ste of the main
dam had not yet been decided upon on account of the
unfavourble results of the operaions aready carried
out.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—The results of the borings?

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLICWORKS—Yes,

Thevotewasagreed to.

THE GAGE STREET MURDER.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $2,500 in ad of the vote Pdlice, Other Charges,
for thefollowing items—

(D Oil, Wick and Gasfor Bar racks....... $1,000

(2)  Photography......ceeeeeereeeeeeessseemsesseeens 500
(3) SeCret SAVICE....oeeeeeereseereresereneene 1,000
f o7- PR $2500

Hon. Mr. PoLLock asked if the item gppearing as
"Secret Savicd' was connected with the Detective
Department?

The CHAIRMAN sad no; it referred to a certan case
which was under invedtigation this year and which
resulted in a capitd sentence for the murder of a certain
Chinese Reformer in Gage Streat sometime ago.

The recommendation was approved.
GAOL EXPENSES

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sumof $3,900in ad of the vote Gaol, Other Charges, for
thefollowingitems—

(1) Providonsfor Prisoners............u...... $1,800
(2 Lignting the Gaol and Warders

(@07 11< (T 600

(B Fud and SOD...eveeeerrreeerrrereeeee 800
4 Maeids for  Remunerdive

1076 (155 (Y /50 700

Totd, ... $3900

The CHAIRMAN explaned thet theseitems were due to
the increesed number of prisoners and dso to the
opening of a subsdiary prison owing to the increesad
numbers

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar—lsit occupied?

The CHAIRMAN—YES; it hasbeen for sometime.

\oteagread to.

WEATHER SIGNALSAND TYPHOONS

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a

sum of $2150 in ad of the vote Public Works

Extraordinary, to meat cogt of thefollowing:—

Magt for weather flag dgnds for the
information of shipmagters.......ov.vmreenneen.

For fixing the mast and supplying locker and

$1,900

520
$2,510

The CHAIRMAN dated that this mast was for asystem
of weather sgnds by flags which he mentioned & a
recent meeting of the Committee,

Colond BRown—Whereisthe madt to be placed?

The CHARMAN—Close to the Sgnd ddion, on
Blackheed'sHill.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock expressed the opinion thet the
present red drum and cone system worked very badly
and was mogt unsatisfactory. All throughout the previous
day and Tuesday therewas ared south cone hoisted with
the result that mogt of the junks and netive craft went
away to the refuge a Causeway Bay. It would be avery
goad thing if the red Sgna was abolished. It was quite a
aufficent warning if the 9gnd was hoiged when a
typhoon was within 300 miles of the Colony.

The CHAIRMAN gtated thet the Coundil wasvating this
money because the Chamber of Commerce sad the
sgnds were not sufficent; they wanted a far more
daborate sysem. The red dgnd was not for the
informetion of harbour boats but of the mesters of
vesss about to leave port. In many cases the junk
people disregarded the signds dtogether. Prabably on
the day referred to they had thought the wegther looked
dirty. The red sgnd did not indicate a typhoon near &
hand but more than 300 miles off.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER held that the Government
could not be blamed for over-caution on the part of the
junk-owners.

The CHAIRMAN—NO; the complaint generdly is thet
the observatory doesnot give sufficient information.

Thevotewasagreed to.

REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $1,794.17 in ad of the vote Regisrar-Generd's
Depatment, Other Charges, to meat expensess in
connection with the copying of Land Regiders in
Namtau, asfollows—

L LG ST o =Y — $1,31550
2. Seam Launch bill,.....eeeeeeenee 64.00
3. Shroff'svoucher for Incidentals, 10.37
4. ChanTs's,, " 3195
5. Mr. Lau Tz Pengsdary, ........... 309.35
6. Mr. Clementi's expenses,............. 63.00

Totd. ....... $1,794.17

Thevotewas passed.

Thiswasdl thebusness



