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5tH OCTOBER, 1903.

PRESENT:—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR, Sr HENRY A.
BLAkE, G.CM.G.

Colond L. F. Brown (Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. F H. May CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr Henry S, BerxeLey, Kt (Attorney-
Gengrd).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. BAsL R. H. TAYLOR (Harbour Magter.)

Hon. W. CHaTHAM (Director of Public Works).

Hon. J M. Atkinson (Principd Civil Medicd
Officer).

Hon. Sir C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. We A YUuK.

Hon. C. W. DicksoN.

Hon. GERSHOM STEWART.

Hon. H. E. PoLLock, K.C.

Mr. R. F. JoHnston (Acting Clerk of Councils).

THE ESTIMATES,

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY lad on the table the
Report of the Finance Committee (No. 10) and moved
its adoption. He said—Your Excdlency, in bringing up
thisreport | have to date thet in the Finance Committee,
when the Ecdesadlical Vote came before the Committes,
cartain unofficia members expressed the opinion thet in
view of the large addition to the services rendered in the
gaol and hogpitd by chaplains, this vote might wel be
incressed. | asked the hon. member who supported this
recommendation to furnish me with facts which | could
lay before your Excdlency in support of the
recommendation, and | sad | was sure the
recommendation would receive condderation a your
Excdlency's hands. On the vote for the Sanitary
Department coming before the Committee certain of the
unofficad members asked for an asurance from the
Government that as much supervison is exercised as
would render it impossble for such a large sum to be
otherwise spent then in a proper and efficient manner.
Such an assurance was forthcoming from the President
of the Senitary Board, and | aso promisad on behalf of
the Government to lay on the table in due course areport
showing how the permanent steff for plague purposesis
employed in nonepidemic times. Andly | think it right to
mertion that under the vote Public Works Extraordinary
onthe vaotefor aprison on Stonecutters Idand, the senior
unofficia member for the Chinese asked that, seeing that
the condruction of this prison on the Ste named is ill
under the consideration of the Public Works Committee,
the Government would underteke, in the event of that
Committee reporting againd the dte, not to build a
prison on Stonecutters. | was unable, St, to give any

such undertaking, but | assured the hon. member thet any
recommendation of the Public Works Committes,
especidly in such an important matter asbuilding alarge
convict prison, would receive the very eanest
condderdion of the Government. All the items of the
Appropriation Bill were adopted by the Committee,

The CoLONIAL TREASURER saconded the mation.

His ExceLLencY—With reference to what hasfallen
from the Colonia Secretary in his observations before
the Council, | may say at oncethat if the unofficial
members are of opinion that this Ecclesastical Voteis
too smdl and if their opinion is placed beforeme, | shall
most certainly send forward that opinion to the Secretary
of State, and | shall support it, smply on the ground thet
the unofficial members are all in favour of it. With
reference to the Sanitary Department, the policy of the
Government—and no oneredisss more dearly than | do
the enormousincreasein the expenses of the Department
—has been that we have laid ourselves open for the last
three or four yearsto try by every meansin our power to
eradicate this plague from amongst us. The Sanitary
Department haveleft nothing undone, | believe, that has
presented itself to them, and it has been the palicy, as|
said, of the Government to grant to the Sanitary
Department every request that was put before this
Government for the purpose of increasing in their
opinion the efficiency of the Department and the means
to combat this epidemic. At the same time we have
looked as closely as we could; leaving them the
responsibility and accepting from the Sanitary
Department their assurance of whet they considered to
be best, we have still examined matters, and if it had
appeared to the Government that there was any undue
expenditure, we certainly would have placed thet before
the Sanitary Board for their consideration. Now that
matters are getting more settled, as | think has been
shown to you, gentlemen, there has been a decrease, and
| hope that it may be possiblein the future to have a
further decrease in the enormous expenditure of this
Department. But we must always remember that,
whatever money hasto be spent in this meatter, if wedo
not secureefficiency dl themoney iswasted (hear, hear),
and if we can only secure what weareaiming at, well, |
conclude that what seemsto be the generd consensus of
opinionin the Colony isthat no amount of money within
the means of the Colony would be too much. With
reference to the matter of the prison on Stonecutters
Idand, that has been along time under consideration, and
| am pretty sure myself that, after all the facts with
reference to it have been fully considered,
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the Public Works Committee will be driven to the
conclusion that we mugt go to Stonecutters Idand after
dl. If we could have avoided it the tendency is rather in
favour of having the prison dsewhere, but | have
conddered it very carefully mysdlf, and | do not think
you will find any other podtion that would be 0
satisfactory in every way, when you look al round the
question, asthe prison on Stonecuitters Idand.

Themotion wasagreed to.

CURRENCY IN HONGKONG.
The CoLonIAL SecrReTARY lad on the teable

correspondence rdating to the currency quedtion in

Hongkong.
THE ESTIMATES.

The CoLoNiAL SeCcReTARY then moved the third
reeding of the Appropriation Bill. He said— produce
my certificate under Section 40 of the Standing Orders
that the Appropriation Bill was conddered dause by
dause by the Finance Committee of the Council in the
presence of dl the members of that Committee. In view
of that certificate, and in view of thefact thet dl theitems
were recommended by the Finance Committes, it is not
necessary under the Standing Orders for the Coundil to
congder this Bill in Committee of the whole Coundil. |
beg leave therefore to move the third reeding of the Bill.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

DEFINING THE BOUNDARIES.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reading
of aBill entitled an Ordinance to define the boundaries
of the City of Victoria He ssid— ThisBill isbrought in
in order that we may have one definition for future use
for defining the boundaries of the City. Ordinances
congtantly come before this Coundil in which reference
is made to the City of Victorig, and in each case it is
necessary to define the meaning of the expresson "City
of Victorid'; indeed, it had not been dways uniformly
defined. Moreover, those definitions have not been exact
enough. For ingance, the western boundary is described
a Mount Davis, which is dagic or non-dadic as the
cae may be. Therefore the Government thought it wise
to introduce a Bill which would define the boundaries,
for a dl events a aufficiently long time to prevent the
inconveniencethat a present exids.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion, and
it wasagreed to.

On the mation of the ATTORNEY -GENERAL, Seconded
by the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, the Coundil then resolved
itsdf into Committee to condder the Bill.

It was agreed on the mation of the ATTORNEY -
GENERAL to add in the fourth line of the second dause,
after the words " City of Victoria" the words "or town of
Victoria," asin some of the Ordinances the word "town”
was used; and in the samelineto dtrike out the words "as
the name of the said City in any Ordinance’ and insert

"or in any rule, regulation or bye-lav made under any
Ordinance.”

CoLoNEL BrowN drew dtention to the expression
used in the Bill—"the levd of the sea" and suggested
that abetter expressonwould be"mean sealeve.”

It was ultimatdly agreed to strike out these words and
ubdtitute " Ordinance datum.”

TheBill wesleftin Committee

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT AMENDMENT ACT.

When the Council resumed—

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reading
of the Ordinance to exempt cartain Ships from the
requirements of Section 4 of the Merchant Shipping
Consolidation Ordinance, No. 36 of 1899, Hessid—The
object of this Bill is to exempt amdl ships trading
between Hongkong and places such as Macao and ports
on the Canton River and on the rivers of the interior of
the two Kwang provinces from the obligation of carrying
the full complement of certificated officers which the
section in the origind Ordinance requires. It has been
sad, and we bdieve it to be true, that the necessity of
complying with these regulations made it extremdy
difficult for the smdl ships that the present Bill
contemplated to compete on the terms of egudity thet
they ought to with others who are exempt from the
necessity of complying with the Ordinance. It had been
congdered very carefully & one time, whether those
ships should be exempted dtogether from carrying
cartificated officers, but it did not seem wise or expedient
to go the full length; so that has been met by reguiring
thet one certificated officer shall be carried ingtead of the
full complement required by the Ordinance.

The CoLoNIAL SEcreTARY seconded the motion, and
it wasagreed to.

On the Bill being considered in Committee the only
amendment mede was the insartion of the word
"Kwangd," 0 as to bring vesds trading to both
provinces within the scope of the Ordinance

On the Council resuming—

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL, sSeconded by the
CoLoNnIAL SEcreTARY, moved the suspension of the
Standing Ordersand thet the Bill beread athird time and
pasd.

Themotion wasagreed to.

ENTICING AWAY MARRIED WOMEN.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reeding
of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to further amend the
Magistrates Ordinance, 1890. He said—Thetitle of the
Bill does not atogether give an indication of what it is
intended to effect, but the most direct and smplest way
of dedling with the mischief thet it was desired to remedy
is, | am of opinion, to give powers to the Magistrate
under the Magigirates Ordinance of 1890. The object of
this Bill isto check the growth or habit which it is
complained has sprung
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up and is becoming prevaent, of women leaving ther
hushands in the New Territory on undue and improper
inducement by other men. The posdtion of matters is
becoming quite acute, as reports prove, in the New
Territory, and something must be done It is a very
ddicate matter to handle, but | think we are gpproaching
it in the right way. Of coursg, in ordinary, the remedy
would be acivil one, but thisisnot an ordinary metter; or
rather the drcumdances are not ordinary but quite
extraordinary. Thereisno such thing in prectice asacivil
remedy in the New Territory, and & the sametime it does
not meke for the proper maintenance of peace and good
order to leave men without any remedy at dl againg the
persons who deprive them of the women of ther
households. It is therefore proposed that every person
who without reasonable excuse shdl knowingly receive
or harbour any Chinese woman married according to the
laws or customs of Chinawho has Ieft the protection of
her husbend shdl be lisble on conviction before a
magidrate in asummeary way to a pendty not exceeding
$100, or in default of payment to imprisonment with or
without hard labour for any term not exceeding three
months. Of course in legidating, as it were for the
protection of a husband in his household one has to be
extremdy careful thet the law is not such as might be
meade awegpon for undue oppression of the women who
form the household, and so the Bill provides thet no
woman shal be deemed to have left her husband without
ressonable excuse or cause if it can be shown to the
megidrate that the husbend deserted her or faled
properly to maintan her or ill-used her. | beieve that
with that safeguard the provisons of this Bill will be
found to be ussful in preventing a habit which, unless
checked, will leed to mischief inthe New Territory.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the motion
wasagreed to.

The Coundil then went into Committee on the Bill.

Clause 1 read &s follows—'"This Ordinance may be
cited as the Magigtrates (Amendment) Ordinance, 1903,
and shdl be reed and contrued as one with the
Magidraes Ordinance, 1890, and the Magidrates
Ordinance, 1898.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock moved that ingteed of the words
"Ordinance, 1890, and Magidrates Ordinance, 1898"
the words "Ordinances 1890 to 1900" be subgtituted. In
Ordinance 16 of 1900 the origind Ordinance and the
amending Ordinances were dted together as the
"Magidrates Ordinances 1890 to 1900," He thought it
advisable to adopt thet expression in thisOrdinance

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL hdld that the amendment
was neither desirable, expedient, nor in any way required.
In the case referred to by the hon. member it was
necessary to refer to dl the Ordinances, hereit was not.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock contended that the other
Ordinances were jugt as germane to this Ordinance as to

No. 16 of 1900.

On avote being taken there voted for the amendment
—Mr. Pollock, Mr. Dickson, Dr. Ho Ka, and Mr. Wei
Yuk—4; and againg the amendment—the Colonid
Secretary, the Attorney-Generd, the Colonia Treesurer,
the Harbour-Madter, the Director of Public Works, the
Priindpd Civil Medicd Officer, the Colond
Commanding, and Sr Pall Chae. Mr. Gershom
Stewart did not vote.

The amendment wasthereforelogt.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER raised the objection thet
the Bill referred to the whole of China. The scope should
be limited to the Colony.

His EXCELLENCY Supposad a case of aman living a
Samchun whose wife came over the boundary on to the
British sde Suppose she were robbed, they would
punish the robbers. If the woman was enticed across the
border and enticing was mede an offence, surdly the
hushand ought to have redress as wdl asin the case of
robbery? There had been complaints from people in the
New Territory.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER said they had had smilar
complaints from people in Canton and other places for
many years.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai remarked that the Chinese hed very
svere laws agang harbouring a runaway wife. The
pendty might be so many strokes with the bamboo, and
in some ingtances even decapitation. These laws did not
aoply to the New Teritory and it was right that some
such protection as wes contemplated in the Ordinance
should beintroduced.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER sad the question haed
never been rased until now, and he found tha
complants from the New Territory were the reason
givenforit.

His ExceLLEncy replied that thet was because the
New Territory was the only part from which they hed
complants

The CoLoNiAL TREASURER said thaet when he wes
Regidgrar-Gengrd in 1893 he frequently investigaied
casesof thiskind.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY remarked that they had
some power under the Women and Children Protection
Ordinance; this would be increased by the proposed
Ordinance. If there was any doulbt about it they should
leave the Bill in Committee and refer it to the Regigrar-
Generdl.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL dated that the Regidrar-
Generd had dready gone through the Bill and it did not
go asfar ashewanted.

His ExceLLENCY sad the only point ssemed to be
whether they should confine the protection, which the
Ordinance gave to husbands, to husbands residing in the

Colony.
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The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Saw no objection to the
addition of thewords"Domiciled in the Colony.”

Hon. We 'Y uk thought the Ordinance would be of no
useif they redricted itsscope.

His ExceLLency added that the resson for the
introduction of the Ordinance was that some men in the
new Teritory had complained of their wives being

enticed away, and found out that he had no power to act
in the matter. They wanted to give such men aredressby
law. It would be well perhgps to adjourn condderation of
the Ordinance.

This course was agreed to and the Bill wes left in
Committee

The Council adjourned snedie




