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191+ NOVEMBER, 1903.

PRESENT:—

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, Sir HENRY A.
BLAkE, G.CM.G.

Colond L. F. Brown, Commanding the Troops

Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr H. S. BERKELEY (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. L. A. M. JounstoN (Acting Colonid
Treasurer).

Hon. W. CHaTHAM (Director of Public Works).

Hon. A. W. BREWIN (Regigrar-Generd).

Hon. BAsL R. H. TAvLOR (Acting Harbour Magter).

Hon. Sr C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal, CM.G.

Hon. We A YUuK.

Hon. C. W. DicksoN.

Hon. GERSHOM STEWART.

Mr. R. F. JoHnsToN (Acting Clerk of Councils).

Absent Hon. H. E. Pollock, K.C,
SWEARING IN A MEMBER.

Hon. A. W. Brewin, Regidrar-Generd, was svorn in

asamember of the Council on hisreturn to the Colony.
STANDING COMMITTEES,

Thefollowing sanding Committees were gppointed:

Fnance Committee All members except the
President (Chairman, the Colonid Secretary).

Public Works Committee The Director of Public
Works (Charman), the Colonid Treasurer, Sr C. P
Chater, Mr. C. W. Dickon, Mr. Gershom Stewart.

Sanding Lav Committee The Attorney-Generd
(Chairman), the Harbour Magter, Dr. Ho Kai, Mr. We
Yuk, Mr. Pollock, K.C.

FINANCIAL.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY laid on thetable Financid
Minutes (Nos. 54 to 57) and moved thet they be
referred to the Finance Committee

The AcTiNg CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded and

the motion was agreed to.
PAPERS

The CoLoNIAL SECReTARY laid on the table a report

on Quean's College and corregpondence arisng out of
the report of the Education Committee (1902).

THE CONVICT PRISON ON STONECUTTERS
ISLAND.

The DIRecTor of PusLIC WoRKs lad the following
report of the Public Works Committee on thetable—

The Chairman laid before the Committee an edtimate
which had been prepared by the Superintendent of the
Gaol showing that the cogt of the S&ff for supervisng
the propased prison and the cogt of trangport would
amount in al to $33,152 per annum, the sum incdluded
for trangport being $2,600. The only saving to be
effected in the present annua expenditure would be
$5,836, which is now expended in connection with
using the Bdlilios Reformatory as ageol. The net extra
expense of the propased prison would therefore amount
t0 $27,316 per annum. The only saving whichwould be
effected by congructing a prison on the outskirts of the
cty ingead of on Stonecutters would be the sum of
$2,600 per annum for trangport. The annud working
expensesof theexisting gaol amounted to $110,176.80.

The Charmen dso read the Colonid Secretary's
minute of the 24th September, 1903, in which he stated
thet, in the event of the Colonid Government
abandoning the Stonecutters site for a geol, the War
Department might contribute as much ashdf the cost of
the new Gunpowder Depdt on Green Idand, which is
edimated to cogt $107,000.

The Committee dedre that definite information
should be obtained as to the amount which the Military
Authoritieswould be prepared to contribute in the event
of the Gunpowder Depdt being removed from
Stonecutters Idand as proposed, and

(@) the propod to erect a convict prison there
being carried out;

(b.) the proposd to erect a convict prison there
being abandoned.
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PUMPING APPARATUSAT TY TAMTUK.

The DIReCTOR OF PuBLIC WoRKs—Before resuming
my sedt, g, | would like to mention for the information
of hon. members that a temporary pumping plant has
been egablished a Tytamtuk, which is cgpable of
raisng about hdf amillion galons dally (hear, hear), to
the tunnd which conveys the water to the city. The
pump commenced work on the 1 of this month, and
has been a work dnce with dight intermisson.

(Applause)
SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS.

The CoLoNIAL SeCRETARY laid on the table the
fallowing additiond byelaw mede under Sub-section
25 of Section 16 of the Public Hedlth and Buildings
Ordinance, 1903, for regulaing the daughter of animas,
and moved itsapprovd.

All animds killed for food in a Government
daughter-house shdll be killed in the following manner:
—(1) All cattle (except buffdoes) shdl be killed with a
pole-axe of a pattern to be gpproved of by the Colonid
Veteinary Surgeon. (2) All buffaoes shdl be killed
with arifle of a 9ze and pattern to be goproved by the
Colonid Veterinary Surgeon. All rifles used for this
purpose shdl be kept by the ingpector in charge of eech
daughter-house and used by him done. (3) All sheep,
goats and swine shdl be killed with aknife in the usud
manner, except in the case of pigswhich, in the opinion
of theingpector in charge of the daughter-house, aretoo
largeto bekilled in thisway. Such pigsshdl bekilled in
the same manner as catle, provided awaysthet nothing
in this byelaw shdl affect Jews, Mahommedans, or
other peoples holding rdligious beliefs which compe
them to kill animasfor food in aparticular manner.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

NEW TERRITORIES TITLESORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thefirgt reading of
a Bill entitted an Ordinance to reped the New
Teritories Titles Ordinance 1902.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY saconded, and the motion
wasagreed to.

NEW TERRITORIESLAND COURT ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thefirg reading of
aBill entitled an Ordinance to further amend the New
Territories Land Court Ordinance, No. 18 of 1900.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND BUILDINGS ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thefirgt reading of
aBill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Public Hedlth
and Buildings Ordinance, No. 1 of 1903.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY saconded, and the motion
wasagreed to.

MAGISTRATESORDINANCE.
The ATTORNEY -GeNerAL moved that the Council

rexlve itdf into committee on the Bill entitled an
Ordinance to further amend the Magidrates Ordinance,
1890.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Sseconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

TheBill having been conddered in committeg,

The Council resumed—

On the motion of the ATTORNEY -GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLONIAL SECRETARY, the Bill was
reed athird timeand passd.

UNDESIRABLE PERSONS.

The ATTORNEY -GeENErRAL moved that the Coundil
resolve itsdf into committee on the Bill entitled an
Ordinance to provide for the recovery of charges
incurred by the Colony on account of cetan
undesirable personsintroduced into the Colony. He sad
—Sincethe Bill waslagt before the Coundll it has been
before the Standing Law Committee and by a mgjority
the Commiittee have agread to recommend the Bill to
the Coundil in the shgpe in which itisnow in the hands
of hon. members The hon. member for the Chamber of
Commerce (Mr. Pollock) was not present at the lagt
mesting of the Law Committeg, but it may be assumed
that he would have opposed the Bill, asheis opposed to
the Bill on principle. The amendments which have been
effected, or rather that are suggested and recommended
by the Standing Law Committee, go dmogt the whole
way in meeting the objection raised by the hon.
member?

His ExceLLENCY—What wasit?

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—The Bill is now limited
to any person who is dther lundic, idiotic, or imbecile,
or auffering from leprosy, and it ismade lesswidein its
scope than origindly intended. Also the Bill makes it
quite clear that masters of ships bringing undesirable
persons shdl have power to detan them on boad
unless the Principd Civil Medicd Officer or the
Medicd Officer of Hedth gives permission to land
them, and in case any passenger is o detained no action
shdl lie againg any person whatsoever. | do not know
whether the house is prepared to go into it, but | move
that the house go into committee.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY Ssconded.

Hon. GErRsHOM STEWART—Your Excellency, inthe
absence of the member for the Chamber of Commerce,
might | ask your Excellency to postpone consideration
of thisBill? It arrived in its present form only last night,
andispracticaly to dl intersand purposesanew Bill. It
is a matter which the Committee of the Chamber of
Commercewould liketo talk over. It containsaclause
that bears hardly upon the shipowner. It makeshim
ligble for an undesirable person who becomes within
six months from the date of landing a charge upon the
public or upon any public inditution. It doesnot seema
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question of urgency, and if your Excellency would grant
that indulgence, the unofficid members and the
Chamber of Commerce would gppreciate it very much.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—\WWe do not want to press
it.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—There is no desre on
the part of the Government to unduly pressthisBill, but
a the sametime | would like to point out thet the Bill is
urgent. It is only recently that the military authorities
asked for the reception in the lunaic asylum of two
European members of the garrison. That request hed
vay rductantly to be refused, because the lunatic
asylum is dready full. Amongs the number of the
occupants are to be found severd foreigners who have
no connection whatever with this Colony, and have no
cdam whatever upon the raiepayers of this Colony for
their maintenance. There is a great difficulty in getting
rid of aforeigner who is brought here and is cast upon
the Colony and isalunatic. Ships are very unwilling to
teke away a lunatic, and the negatigions of such
lundtics into ther own countries with a foreign
government for the reception are very difficult and
protracted. Therefore, Sir, | think, in the interests of the
Colony and in judtice to the retepayers of the Colony,
the Government is cdled upon to teke some messures
to prevent the dumping of lunatics who have no
connection with the Colony at al into our asylum, the
effect of whichisthat our own peoplein thisColony are
excduded from the lundic asylum. The matter hes
become o urgent that the Prindipd Civil Medicd
Officer made an gpplicaion the cother day that we
should build a new lunaic asylum a a cost of some
$55,000, and the usud increase, | suppose, of doctors,
nurses, wardmasters, etc. To acartain extent | think we
ought to try and see whether we cannot keep those
undesirable people from being dumped among us.
There is no objection to a reasoneble postponement of
thething.

His ExceLLeEncy— will not have the opportunity
later on of dedling with this Bill, but il 1 think it may
be wdl thet | should give you my views as far as this
question about the sx months is concerned. We ought
to go upon aprinciple that isfar to the shippers aswl
& to the owners that is there ought to be some
ressonable probability that there will be something to
show the owners and the cgptain of a ship thet the
person was not dl right when he was on board, and
therefore my own opinionisthat six monthsistoo long.
The probability isthat when the Bill is gone on with, no
doubt the Government will be prepared to meet the
views of the shippersin shortening that period. If | were
deding with this Bill mysdf | should be prepared to
meet any objection on thissix months scorein thet way,
90 that there would be a reasonable probability thet the
person would have shown symptoms on board ship.

TheBill was postponed till next meeting of Council.
BOUNDARIESOF THECITY.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the third reading
of the Bill entited an Ordinance to define the
Boundaries of the City of Victoria

The CoLoNIAL SECReETARY seconded, and the motion
was agread to.

THE GOVERNORSFAREWELL ADDRESS

H.E. the GovErRNOR said.—Honourable Members of
the Legidative Council. Asthisisthelast occason on
which | shall have the honour of presiding over your
deliberations, | proposewith your permisson to review
asshortly as | can the condition of the Colony during
thefive yearsof my adminidration of this Governmernt,
| arrived at atime when amost important and far-
reaching changewas about to be made in the condition
of the Colony. Hongkong, which was ceded to Great
Britainin 1841, had developed into agresat port, with a
population of 248,000. Its area, including the point of
Kowloon Peninsula, was 32 square miles. The northern
shores of the harbour were Chinese territory; at Sam-
shui-po, Cap-sui-moon, and Fu-ti-moon Chinese
Custom houses were established, and Chinese Customs
cruisars operated within theill-defined harbour limitsto
the great irritation of the community. The Kowloon
extension agreement, signed on the 8th June, 1898,
remedied this anomal ous state of affairsin aharbour
that, under the fostering care of Great Britain, had
grown into the position of the third port in theworld, the
tonnage of whose shipping had in twenty years
increased from 5,000,000 to 17,000,000. Under its
provisionsit became my duty as the representative of
Her late Mg ety the Queen to assume the government
of over 400 additiond square milesof territory, with a
population of over 100,000, and dso over the waters of
Mirs Bay and Deep Bay. Thisagreement gave for the
first time complete control over the waters of the
harbour and its gpproaches, and removed the cauises of
the long-fet irritation. It will bein your recollection,
gentlemen, that the taking over of the New Territory
was not accomplished without some trouble. The
delimitation of the northern boundary had to be
arranged, and when it had been finally settled, on the
18th March, I, at the request of the Chinese
Government, made through the British Minister at
Peking, deferred the hoisting of our flag to the 17th
April. In the meantime certain agitators inflamed the
minds of the people by false stlatements asto the result
of our occupation to such an extent that armed
resistance to the transfer of the New Territory was
agreed upon. On the 14th April the metsheds erected a
Tai-p6 Hu were destroyed, and the
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police and troops who proceeded to the place
preparatory to the ceremony of the 17th were attacked
by large numbers of Chinese goparently under military
direction. Reinforcements were a once sent out and
forma possession of the New Territory was taken over
on the 16th, so that our position should be made
perfectly regular. After two engagements, in which the
Chinese displayed considerable courage in acting
against regulary troops, and suffered some losses, the
opposition collgpsed. That these attacks upon our forces
were encouraged by the then Viceroy therecan belittle
doubt. My inahility to permit the Chinese Customsto
continueto function within the limits of the Colony was
deeply resented by His Excellency, and the refused to
send a Chinese officia to be presant &t the ceremony of
hoiting the flag on the 17th April. In consequence of
the evidence of the complicity of the Viceroy with the
leaders of the attacks upon our troops, it was decided to
occupy that portion of Samchun Valley lying to the
north of the boundary line including the important
market town of Samchun. Thiswas effected by ajoint
naval and military expedition which met with no
opposition, and the digtrict was held for amonth by a
military force under command of Mgjor Prendergest.
R.E., who acquired the confidence of the people;
insured the security of their persons and property;
assisted them in making good roads; and ultimately,
under ingruction from Her late Mg esty's Government,
withdrew from the district amid demonstrations of
good-will from the inhabitants, to whom the presence of
our troops hed brought freedom from taxation, security
of their property, and amarket for their produce. Order
having been restored, the question had to be
recons dered asto the system on which this apparently
turbulent population of the newly acquired territory
should be governed. Two courses presented themsdves
—represson, or co-operation. Theleadersof the people
had been almost to a man actively engaged in the
operdionsagaing us, but if theseleederswere put asde
and degraded from the position of local consideration
and authority hitherto enjoyed by them, we should have
been face to face with ahodtile population, without the
means of communicating with them through trusted
local intermediaries whose ass gance is so essentia to
good government. | have had some experience in
coercion. In certain Situationsit becomes necessary. But
it engenders an ever-degpending distrugt, atrophieslocd
interest in preserving order, and with thelapse of time
becomes day by day more difficult to abandon without
danger to the public safety. | felt besides that these
leaders would not have been guilty of such egregious
fally had they not believed the scandal ous statement of
our intentions that were so freely circulated, and,
believing them, | could not withhold a meed of
sympathy for misguided men who dared to face in open

fight an overwhelming power in defence of their
customs and their homes. | therefore chose the latter
course, and, with the able assistance of Mr. Stewart
Lockhart, whose excellent work in the pacification and
arrangement of the New Territory iswell known to the
Honourable Members of thisCouncil, | met theeders
and gentry of the digtrictsat Tai-pd Hu and Ping Shan,
disabused their minds asto their fears, divided the
Territory into eight digtricts and forty-seven sub-didricts,
and gppointed the village elders as didtrict derswith
judicial power to deal with petty cases, giving a the
sametimeto Mr. Lockhart agenera controlling power
with coordinate jurisdiction. As amatter of fact the
eders, being stisfied of our just intentions, have never
exercised their jurisdiction, but have | eft these casesto
be dedlt with first by Mr. Stewart Lockhart, and, after
hisreturn to the duties of Colonid Secretary, to Mr.
Hallifax, Police Magistrate at Tai-po Hu, whose
sarvicesare more frequently in demand as an arbitrator
than as a magistrate, his decisions being readily
accepted. The establishment of police stations was
proceeded with at once, and amain road laid out, which
has since been congructed to Tai-po Hu, adistance of
18 miles, at acost of $225,133. This excellent road
gives access to the centre of the New Territory, and
obviates the necessity of communicating by sea, a
passage not unattended by danger in rough or foggy
westher. The congtruction of the road was carried out
without difficulty or oppaosition, the claims of owners
whose lands were acquired being settled at once by
arrangement or arbitration. Having arranged for police
stations and the patrol of the territorial waters
surrounding the 390 miles of newly acquired coedt line,
to check the prevalent robberies ashore and afloat, a
trigonometrical and cadadtra survey was entered upon,
the services of astaff of surveyors and demarcators
having been obtained from the Surveyor-General's
department of India. The trigonometrical survey has
been completed, and 345,926 lots have been
demarcated. A Land Court was established to dedl
readily and inexpensively with the holdings claims, of
which 165,231 have been presented to the Land Court.
The principal cultivation of the Territory isrice, but
thereisaso acongderable cultivation of sugar, and, in
the Tsin Wan didrict, pinegpplesaregrown. | found on
ingpection that the sugar canes were of apoor quality,
and the pineapples of inferior flavour, while the
primitive one-millsin useleave alarge percentage of
juicein the crushed megasse. A number of canesof the
best varieties were obtained from Java and Penang and
have been distributed to the sugar farmers, and two
Chatanoaga steel mills were also
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imported, and lent to large growers for experiment.
Good varieties of pineapples were imported from
Ceylon for distribution. While the cultivated land is
now practically confined to the valleys, it is evident
fromtheterracing of the hills that they too yielded their
share of wedth-giving cropsinthepagt, and | havelittle
doubt that suitable cultivation will be resumed in the
future. In the meantime over 170,000 fir and camphor
trees have been planted, and experiments are now being
made with the Agave Rigida, or sisal hemp plant, that
may yet, | hope, introduce an important industry into
the Colony, while the establishment of succulent grasses
on the suitable hill sides ought, if successful, togoa
long way towards solving the question of the supply of
fresh meat to Hongkong. Near the town of Un-long |
found on my first visit asettlement of about 25 lepers,
who were compelled to live in the middle of an
extengve swamp, on adight elevation gpproached by a
rough causeway, and almost under water in rainy
weather. Here these afflicted people hed built, of pieces
of board, miserable shantiesthat afforded no protection
from rain or the chill winter winds. Here they huddled
together at night, while by day they approached the
villageswhere though not permitted to enter the houses
they were charitably supplied with food. Hard by was
an unoccupied hill with awell at its base. Here a
sufficient areawas walled off, enclosing thewdl, and
small houses have been erected by the Public Works
department that afford shelter from cold and rain. The
lepers till obtain their food from the neighbours, or
fromtheir families, and the sagregationispracticaly as
effective as in more pretentious and expensive
establishments, whilethe victims of thisterrible disease
have not perpetud imprisonment added to the miseries
of their most miserable lives. At Tai-pg, the
headquarters of the New Territory establishment, a
Chinese qualified medical practitioner has been
dationed, whose services have been fredy availed of by
thein habitants, and whoisthe public vaccinator of the
digtrict. The question of Education has been carefully
considered. A school is about to be established at Un-
long where English will be taught, and the provisions of
the Education Code are being extended to the
Vernacular Schools of the various districts. | have
recapitulated the general lines of policy in the New
Territory, as on their soundnesswill depend the success
or falure of thisassimilation with the Colony of alarge
agriculturd populaion with areputation for turbulence,
suspicious of foreigners, and with arooted objection to
any interference with ther settled habits or customs. Itis
yet too soon to judge of the results, but so far they are
promising. The number of crimes reported in the year
1900 was 539, and thisyear 257, whichisequd for the

entire year to 342. Within the same period we have been
ableto reduce the police force from 171 to 104. Thanks
to the firmness, fairness and tact of the public officers
immediately dealing with the people, confidence has
been established, and the inhabitants have learnt to
appreciate the benefits of the honest performance of
officid duties and freedom from that officid rapecity so
prevadent under the Chinese system. Of thisthere was
gratifying evidence in 1901 during the serious
disturbancein the didtrict adjoining the New Territory
when the people who, two years before, had faced our
troopswith arms in their hands, sent a deputation of
eldersto request that | would send out to the frontier a
smdl military force to prevent the entrance of disurbers
of the peace, with whom they were no longer in
sympathy, desiring to pursue their avocationswith the
quiet and security to which, asBritish subjects, they had
become accustomed. But in laying the foundations for
the development of the New Territory, the great
possibilities of which have yet to befully redized, we
must not forget the rapid growth of Hongkong and its
shipping trade. In 1898 the Colony of Hongkong
contained 254,400 inhabitants, its assessed value was
$4,511,947, and the total shipping entered and cleared
was 17,265,780 tons. In 1903 the populaion, including
the New Territory, as estimated by the Registrar Generd,
is 433,660, the assessed value $8,749,643, and the
shipping 23,027,455 tons. The Revenue, whichin 1898
was $2,784,840, is estimated for the current year at
$4,583,295, and, in the Estimates accepted by you for
1904, thanks to the largely increased tender for the
Opium farm, it is stated at $6,208,308. In whatever
direction we turn we find a Colony instinct with
boundless activity. The reclamation of Western Prayaiis
completed. The Eastern Praya reclamation is only
delayed by demands by the Admiralty and War Office
a home that this Government considers unreasonable
and hopesto have modified. All around the Kowloon
Peninsulagreat schemes of reclamation arein progress
At Quarry Bay agraving dock is being constructed by
Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, that will be capable of
docking the largest ships afloat; while another dock is
being congtructed by the Naval Authoritiesin the very
heart of the City. | wish that | could congratulate you
upon the latter, but, however we may deplore theinjury
to the city by the severance of its continuity by the
Nava Dockyard, wemust not forget that no protest was
mede by the Colony until after thework of condruction
had advanced considerably and alarge amount of
money had been spent. Even now the Admiralty are
prepared to hand over the dockyard to the Colony, but
on conditions so onerous that even by this weathy
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community they could not be accepted. Still the
expenditure of some thirty millions of dollarsin the
execution of the works on the Naval Extension and
Quarry Bay docks cannot fail to increase the prosperity
of the Colony. Nor has the Government been remissin
Public Works. During the term of my administration
$2,741,579 have been expended on Public Works
Extraordinary. The reservoir at Wong-neichong, of a
capacity 33,000,000 galons, has been completed, and
the reservoir and gravitation scheme for Kowloon is
being carried out at an estimated expense of $825,000.
Theinitid worksarein progressfor the new Reservoir
a Tytam Tuk, to hold 1,200,000,000 gdllons Bleke Pier
has been built, and the foundations of the new Law
Courts are now ready for the superstructure of which
the foundation Sonewaslaid by me on the 12th indant.
The foundetions of the large new western market have
been completed and the superstructure of the latter
building has been begun, while a contract for thet of the
former has been let and for the new harbour office. A
site has been acquired for the new pogt office, and plans
for it have been prepared and gpproved, and acontract
for the foundations has been let. These important
buildingswill be pushed forward without delay. But the
absorbing question that has exercised the minds of the
community to agreater extent than al othersisthat of
sanitation. Thisquestion has been debated year by year
asin each recurring year plague daimed itsvictims by
hundreds, and malariascourged the community. In May,
1902, thevist to the Colony of Professor Smpson and
Mr. Osbert Chadwick, C.M.G., resulted in valuable
reports on the defective condruction of Chinese houses,
and in pursuance of their recommendations a
consolidated Public Health Ordinance has been passed,
under the provisions of which the houses of the future
will be of a more sanitary type, and surface
overcrowding that is found in the Chinese part of the
City of Victoria, will be no longer possible. An able
bacteriologist has been added to the permanent gtff, for
whom a suitable laboratory isbeing built, and from his
original researches valuable results have aready been
obtained, and till more important discoveries may be
expected in the future. So far it cannot be said that we
have been more successful here than in other countries
in discovering the causes or checking the ravages of
plague, but investigation and experiments mede during
the epidemic of this year afford ahope that next year
may see adep in advancein prevention, and trestment,
should, unhappily, the plague again develop in epidemic
form. In the treatment of Madariawe have profited by
the light thrown upon its causation by the experiment of
Cdlli, Ross, and other investigators, and systematic
arrangements have been made to control the nullalls

and poolsin which the anopheles mosquito hasbitherto
bred dong the face of the hills that dominate the city.

Over $93,000 have been expended dready in thiswork,

with the result that while in 1902, 3,795 cases were
admitted to the various civil and military hospitals, the
number of cases reported thisyear to the present dateis
2,408. It isto be hoped that with perseverance and
thoroughness in the destruction of the anopheles
mosquiito this danger to the community will ultimately
be removed. To more effectually carry out the
recommendations of the two expertsto whose reports|

have aluded it has been decided to recommend the
formation of abody of trustees at whose digposd funds
will be placed for the necessary operation of
remodelling thisover-crowded city. That any system of
sanitation with even scrupulous cleanliness could render
hedthy areasin which the registered population is 1,000
to the acre, or 640,000 to the square mile (and | have
reason to believe that the registered population is
considerably below the real density), is not to be
expected. Thedifficulty must be solved by the creation
of anew city by resumption, re-sale, and recongtruction;

and with the steady operation of such atrust asis
proposed there is no reason why this necessary
improvement of Victoriashould not be effected within
twenty years, & amoderate cost to the inhabitants, who,
it must be remembered, have the happy distinction of
bearing the lightest burden of taxation of any colony in
the British Empire. (Applause.) In the elementary
principles of sanitation by preventing surface over-
crowding we are far behind the Chinese, who eveniin
their largest cities keep down the generd height of their
houses to one story. When Victoria has been
reconstructed | hope that the four-storied tenement-
house will have cessad to exig. But no recongtruction of
the city, or advance of material wealth should be
adlowed to interfere with the development by education
of the minds and character of the people. Thisisthe
foundation upon which our hopes must rest for the
gahility of the colony in thefuture, and it isnot being
neglected. Asthe result of acommission on the subject,
anew code has been arranged that will improve the
present system. Petitions were received from the
European residents praying for the establishment of a
school for the separate ingruction of European children,
and from Chinese residents praying for the
establishment of aschool for the education of the better
classes of Chinese, Both proposalswere gpproved. The
English school has been established in Kowloon by
kindness of Mr. Ho Tung, by whose permission a
schoal just completed by him, at consderable expense,
and presented to the colony as amixed school for both
races, was devoted to the purpose of a
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schoal for Europeans, the Government underteking to
replaceit by building aschoadl in Yaumati, whichisnow
in course of congruction. The schoal for the children of
the better dasses of Chinese has been established by
private enterprise. It was with greet pleesure that | saw
a last accomplished the opening of additiond treaty
ports and ports of cal on the West River. The proposds
now sanctioned by Treety were formaly accepted by
the Taung-li Yamen in two interviews thet | had with
thet body a Peking in 1900. They had the gpprova of
Sr Robat Hart, and dso, of the late Li Hung Chang,
but the committee gppointed by the Viceroy to report
upon them reported unfavourably and the matter wes
shdved in soite of frequent protests, urtil the whole
position was conddered by the Tresty Commissioners,
and the proposal swere definitely accepted. Thevdue of
Waichow on the Eagt River may not be so apparent a
present, but it was added a my suggedtion, as in my
opinion it may one day be avauable link in the direct
trade between therich Eagt River vdley to the north and
Hongkong, the land communication between Waichow
and Mirs Bay presanting no enginesring difficulties.
(Applause) During the evertful five years of my
adminigtration Hongkong has been brought face to face
with typhoon, war, pedtilence, and famine, and | look
back with admiration to the behaviour of the colony in
every contingency. Abounding charity and generosity
accompany the buoyant energy of the community, and |
find that within the five years over $425,000 have been
subscribed in ad of the widows and orphans of our
soldiersand sallorswho fel in the South African war; in
ad of the famine-dricken people of Kwang-9; in ad of
the sufferers by the destructive typhoon of 1900; and in
adof thefund for the erection in London of amemorid
to our late revered and bdoved Queen, and this in
addition to the locd charities of the Chinese portion of
the community, of which but few redise the extert, or
the economy and ability with which they ae
adminigtered. It has been my pleasant duty to open two
hogpitas within the past year, built by the Chinese
community a an expense of $140,000, and affording
accommodation to 136 patients An equaly pleasant
task has been the opening this month of the Victoria
Jubilee Hospitd for Women and Children on Barker
Road, built by joint subscription and grant from
Colonid funds, in commemoration of the Jubilee of Her
Magedy the lae Queen. | will not weary you with
further figures | desire but to emphasse some of the
sdient features of the time during which | have been
Governor of the Colony. | have especidly dwelt upon
the trestment of the problem to be solved on the New
Territory because on the experience of the 400,000
Chinese in this Colony is formed the Chinese esimate
of British justice and of the security thet is to be found
under the British flag, and as surdy as the water of the
gret rivers flow from the snow-cgpped mountains to

the seq, s0 surdy will the edimate of our quditiesas a
nation flow from seato mountain, following the lines of
trade to ther extremest limits. To every one of us who
lifts his eyes from the immediate exigencies of the
budness of the hour and looks into the future, this
conviction carries with it a sense of greet respongiility,
and gpart from our national sense of judtice compds us
30 to ded with the Chinese people with whomwe come
in contact as to satisfy them thet in Hongkong they will
find a Government fair and judt, helping to shape the
dedinies of a free community where commercid
adtivity is sugained and developed by that security
without which no commerce can expand. (Applause) |
shdl leave the Colony with a laging and grateful
remembrance of the assstance and support that | have
invariably received from the members of this Council
which indudes dl the members of my Executive
Council. Far and independent criticiam no honest
Government need fear, nor prudent Governor ignore,
and the changes between rough-hewn Bills and the
finished Ordinances bear witnessto the care with which
the members of this Council, especidly the unofficid
members, have examined the messures introduced, and
the readiness of the Government to yield to sound
objections. In a Council whose discussions and debates
have been actuated by a strong sense of public duty, and
into which no dement of persond rancour hes ever
entered, my duties have been light indeed, and in
bidding this Council farewell | do sowith alively sense
of gratitude for the happy reations that have dways
exiged beiween us and an earnes prayer thet the
interests of the many people who form the community
of this great port and Colony will aways in the future
be safeguarded by members as ade, impartid, and
sngleminded as you, gentlemen, to whom, as your
President, | now say good-bye. (Loud gpplause)

Hon. Sir PauL CHATER—Your Excellency, —
Speaking on behalf of the unofficial members, | can
confidently say that we have all listened to your
farewell speech with equal interest and regret; with
great interest because of the important; questions with
which it deals, with personal regret because we
recognisethat it isthe last occasion on which you will
addressthis Coundil. | can assureyou, Sir, that we most
cordially reciprocate the expressons of good-will that
have fallen from you. (Applause.) The relations
between the head of the Executive and this Council,
during your Excellency's tenure of office, have been
marked with the best of feeling, and | am surethat dl
my colleagues will agree with me that every
opportunity has been given by you for the ventilation
and discussion of debatable questions. For my own part,
I c an truly s ay
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that | have dways recaived the grestest consderation at
your hands; that for any subject | desired publicity you
have aforded me every fadility; and any proposdsthet |
have hed the good fortune to be able to put forward for
the benefit of the Colony have received your prompt
atention and your earnest support. Your Excellency will
leave this Colony in many respects much better than
you found it. Public works have made some progress,
but perhaps more has been done to initiate them than
actudly to bring them to completion. You have sown
where your successor will regp. Works commenced in
your time will be completed during his term of office
The bounds of the Colony have been extended, the
population condderably incressed, its  importance
enhanced, and its revenue very largdy augmented, o
largdly, indeed, that the sanitary improvements, which
ae now 0 very necessary, may be gradudly carried
into effect without incressing the taxation. That progress
will, 1 am sanguine, continue. Nether temporary
commercid depresson nor the recurrent outbresks of
plague will be ble to permanently arres it; and | trust
that Your Excdlency will be gbleto note from your new
post in Ceylon the onward march of that improvement
here that you have laboured to promote, (Applause) |
must not monopolise the time of the Coundil. | am sure
my unofficid colleegues are anxious to address you, too,
and no doubt they will fill in the gaps which | am only
too conscious occur in my own. In conclusion, nothing
now remains but to bid you, officdly, farewdl, and to
assure you that the unvarying tact, patience, and good
temper with which you have presded over the
deiberdtions of this body, and the conscientious care
you have taken in the adminidtretion of affairs during
the lagt five years will aide with us in the future
(Applause)

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Your Excdlency,—As senior
representaive of the Chinese a this Coundil | may be
permitted to add a few words to the remarks of the
senior unofficid member, with which, | may say, | fully
concur. Your Excdlency has presided over us for a
period of five years. During thet time the ddliberations
and discussions in this Councl have been conducted
without persond rancour, as your Excdlency sdd, and
with mutud good feding, and this | venture to ascribe
in a great measure to your consummate tact and
courtesy and your farness and sound judgment. You
have just given us, Sir, a concise review of the sient
features of your adminigration, and will you permit me
to say, Sir, that your past adminidrative acts have given
entire satigfaction to the community which | have the
honour to represent, and have, moreover, won the
confidence and respect, the admiration and affection of
the whole of the Chinese community. | am confidert,
Sir, that they will be fruitful of the best results to the
Colony and the New Territory. Persondly | cannot bid

you farewd| to-day without thanking you for your
invariable kindness and congideration to mysdf and my
colleague in this Council, Mr. We YUK, in our cgpacity
as representatives of the Chinese. No one knows better
than your Excdlency that it is oftentimes an arduous
task to represent the multifarious interests of this
community in the Coundil, but by your kindness and
your greet condderaion and assstance we have found
that task made very easy for us, and sometimes very
pleasant, 0 that | mysdf cannat dlow this occasion to
pass without thanking your Excdlency mogt sncerdy
for your pest kindness to us. In bidding you farewell
officidly to-day | wish to assure your Excdlency of my
profound repect and esteem, and of My best wishesfor
your future happiness and prosperity. (Applause)

Hon. We' Y uk—Your Excdlency,—My hon. friend
has s0 fully expresssd my views and my own
expressions with regard to your Excellency thet he has
left me nothing more to add than to express my ertire
concurrence with his remarks. | join him in wishing
your Excdllency good hedlth, prosperity and happiness
(Applause)

Hon. C. W. Dickson—Your Excdlency— My hon.
colleague, the senior unofficid member has given a
resumé of what has transpired during the period | have
had the honour to serve on this Coundil, has gpoken of
the marked esteem with which we one and al look
upon your Excdlency, and touched dso on the fairness
which has characterised the attitude of the officd
members towards the unofficid members. In these
sentiments he has expressed | am very pleased indeed to
be ale to cordidly concur, and in wishing your
Excdlency good-bye | join with him in expressing the
wish tha your Excdlency may enjoy hedth and
progoerity for dl time. (Applause)

Hon. GersHom StewarT—Your Excdlency, —
Although anew member of thisCoundl, | ananadld
resdent in this Colony, and | have followed dways
with great interest the deeds of those who have been
sent to rule over us. Comparisons are alwaysto be
avoided, and | shal content mysdf with saying that
with the wise and liberal lines on which you have
carried on the adminigtration of this Colony | have
awaysfet mysdf most entirely in accord. | think
this Colony owesto you adebt of gratitude which, as
timegoeson, will grow larger and larger. (Applause)
For the last ten years we have been struggling with
the scourge of plague. We have been learning in
sorrow and hitternessthe truth of the old saying that
"cleanlinessis next to godliness." It has been an
immense support, and it has been of incal culable
vaueto those who hed interestsin this Colony to fed
that those who were placed over us have the
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courage and devation to labour and combat that
dreadful evil. (Applause). | am ddighted to be dle to
say that in the Governor we are losing and the acting
Governor we are about to get we have examples of
devoation which have ingpired other men. (Applause). |
believe thet, besides those things we know;, this Colony
is indebted to you for much work which perhaps hes
not been made public. The opening, for indtance, of the
port of Waichow would never have been effected
without you. | think it is possble that thet place may in
future be of great importance to us We have been
associated— some of us—in an gpoch-meking event in
regard to ralway commencement in southern China |
believe the question which will agitate our minds here
in the immediate future more than any other is whether
or not this Colony shdl be read the open door to the
blue water for the arterid ralway from Hankow to
Canton. We will have the pleasure of ligening to you
once more, Sir, and | trust you will give us your views
on that mogt important point. The keen sympathy and
good-heartedness with which you have ligened to and
assged in every possbleway thosein digtress, hasbeen
an encouragement to thet charity which you say has
diginguished this Colony. We cannot forget the manner
in which you took under your care that plague-gricken
digrict in the west of the city, nor of the assistance you
aforded to the sufferers by the typhoon of 1900, when
hundreds of Chinese were rescued from awetery grave
in the confines of this Colony. | cordidly endorse
everything that has been said by my colleagues and |
wish you, and both as Governor and as one of the
largest hearted members of the human family it has ever
been my good fortune to meet, farewdl and dl
heppiness. (Applatse).

Colond L. F BrRown—Your Excelency,— In the
farewd| address to which we have just ligened, you
scarcdy touched on the asigtance which you have
given to the military forces of this Colony in incressing
the armament and personnd which are now under this
command. Without your assistance | think it would
have been scarcely possible to increase the garrison to
the extent it now is But to worthily uphold the British
flag in British waters requires a navd basg which
requires protection. The armament and personnel now
under this command have been gradudly incressed
during your Governorship, and now the arms and the
number of men in this Colony are scarcdy inferior to
those of Gibrdtar. You have d=o kindly given to usthe
permission to make use of the uninhabited parts of the
New Territory for training our men. | have been lady
ingpecting them on the dopes of Tamoshan—a perfect
training ground; there is no training ground | know in
England that is equd to it —and the men have learned
very vauable lessons there. This congant working on
the hillsde just as they would be in actud warfare was
of the gresiest use in making them vauable defenders
of the Colony. (Applause) | was waching them

shooting the other day. A smdl squad of men were
ready to shoot for 25 seconds et ten smdl objects placed
on thehillside, and before the 25 seconds were up seven
of these were knocked over. Regiments that can shoot
in that way nead not fear the landing of dmos any
number of men who are not accusomed to hill-
climbing or who had not shot or worked in acountry of
this sort. | have no doulbt that if a party from a foreign
country arived in this Colony they would walk into a
desth-trgp. | have dso been watching the firing of the
new guns latdy added to this armament. In range and
power they are equa to anything to be seen anywhere,
and the betteries of smal quick-firing guns are now
complele. The firing from them was dso rather
remarkable. At the smdl batery & Lyeemun vessds
representing desiroyers going about 15 miles an hour
went through the pass and shots were put on them at
the rate of 20 shots a minute. 1 do not think any
destroyers could enter the pass, a thét rete. It has been
my good fortune to serve under your Excellency now,
and | hope it may be my better fortune to serve under
you again. On behdf of the officers and men of the
garrison | wish you and Lady Blake God-speed; | wish
you may enjoy in that interesting and beautiful idand to
which you ae now going many happy days
(Applause)

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—Your Excdlency, —
The offidd members of this Council and the public
sarvants of the Colony generdly fed the utmogt regret
and sorrow thet the time has come when you are about
to rdinquish the adminidration of the affars of this
Colony. Thet feding istempered by the knowledge thet
you leave the adminigration of the Colony in the hands
of an able and cgpable officer who has had the
advantage of along training under yoursdf (Applause)
Stll, gr, we have felt it to be a certainty for some time
that your Excdlency's services would be required by
HisMgesty the King dsewhere than in Hongkong, and
we have fet the time had arived in your Excdlency's
long and illudtrious career in the public service of the
Empire when you would achieve the highest distinction
—namdy, the blue ribbon of the savice in the
Governorship of Ceylon. We here congratulete the Civil
servants of Ceylon and that Colony generdly on the
acquistion of yoursdf as its Governor, and we in this
Colony, knowing you so wdl, predict for you in the
adminigration of the afars of Ceylon the same
congpicuous  success tha has maked  your
adminigration of the affairs of Hongkong. On behdf of
the offidd members of this Council | bid you a

respectful farewel. (Applause).
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His ExceLLency — | think you very much,
gentlemen, for the kindness with which you have
ooken. | fed it very deeply, and | assure you thet |
entirdy concur in one remark that the hon. Attorney-
Generd has made, and that isin the fact that the Colony
is to be congraiulaied that when | leave its shores on
Saurday | hdl leaveitsadminidration inthe handsof a
man who have the confidence of the whole community,
who is well known to you dl, who knows this place
thoroughly, and whose honesty and integrity are well
knowntoyoudl. (Applause).

The Council adjourned.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was held
immediately after the Coundil, the Colonid Secretary
(Hon.F H. May, CM.G.) presiding.

PUBLIC WORKSEXTRAORDINARY.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $1,200 in ad of the vote Public Works
Extreordinary, to meat the cogt of supplying and
erecting Sixteen tanksin Nos. 9 and 10 Hedth Didricts
Passd

NEW ROOFSFOR THE GOVERNMENT CIVIL
HOSPITAL.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a

sum of $1,000 in ad of the vote, Public Works,
annudly recurrent, to meet the cost during the current
year of the work of condructing new roofs for the
Government Civil Hospitd. Passd.

REPAIRING A FLAGSTAF

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $150 in ad of the vote, Public Works, annudly
recurrent, to meet codt of repairing and removing the
flaggteff a the Harbour Magter's Office. Passed.

INVESTIGATINGA CATTLEDISEASE

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $1,500 in ad of the vote, Sanitary Department,
under Other Charges, to meet the codt of investigeting a
certain periodicaly recurring cattle dissase. Passed.

GAOL CHARGES.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
further sum of $1,500 in ad of the vote Gaol, Other
Charges for thefollowing items—

(1) Provisonsfor Prisoners..........ceeeeeervenneee. $1,000
(2) Maeidsfor Remunerdtive Industry....... 500
Lo 7= $1,500

Passed.
Thiswasdl thebusness




