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/1H DECEMBER, 1903.

PRESENT:—

His EXCELLENCY THE OFACER
ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT, F. H. MAy,
CM.G.

Hon. A. M. THomson, (Acting Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. Sir. H. S. BERKELEY (Attorney-cenerd).

Hon. L. A. M. JoHNsToN (Acting Colonid,
Treasurer).

Hon. W. CHatHAM (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. A. W. BREWIN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. BasL R. H. TAYLOR (Acting Harbour
Mader).

Hon. Sr C. P. CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. Ho KAl, CM.G.

Hon. WE A Y UK.

Hon. C. W. DicKsoN.

Hon. GErRsHOM STEWART

Mr. R. E JoHNstoN (Acting Clerk of
Councils).

ABSENT:—
H. E. the Generd Officer Commanding.
Hon. H. E. PoLLock, K.C.

FINANCE.

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY lad on
the table Financid Minutes (Nos 60 to 65) and
moved that they be referred to the Finance
Committee.

The ACTING COLONIAL TREASURER

seconded, and the motion was agreed to.

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY lad on
the table the Report of the Finance Committee
(No. 11), and moved its adoption.

The ACTING COLONIAL  TREASURER
seconded, and the motion was agreed to.

BYE-LAWSON DOMESTIC CLEANLINESS

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY lad on
the table the following amendment to No. 2 of
the Byelaws under the heading "pDomedtic
Cleanliness and Vertilation,” contaned in
Schedule B of the Public Hedlth and buildings
Ordinance, 1903, made under Sub-section 7 of
Section 16 of the aforesaid Ordinance—

The words "by a duly regisered nightsoil
carier” are hereby ddeted from Bye-lav No. 2
of the Byelaws under the heading "bDomegtic
Cleanliness and Ventilation® contaned in
Schedule B of the Public Hedth and Buildings
Ordinance, 1903.

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY then
moved itsadoption.

The DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.

The Director of Public Workslaid onthetable

the following report of the proceedings
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of the Public Works Committee & aMesdting hedd on the
19th November, 1903. Present: the Hon. the Director of
Public Works (W. Chatham), Chairman; Hon. the Acting
Coloniad Tressurer (L.A.M. Johngion); Hon. Sir Paul
Chater, Kt., CM.G.,; Hon. C. W. Dickson; and Hon.
Geashom Stewart.

OFFICERS QUARTERS, LAND OFHCE AND POLICE
COURT AT TAIFO.

The Charman explained that it was conddered
necessary to construct permanent buildings & Taipd for
the accommodation of the officers sationed there and for
a Land Office and Police Court. The plan which he
submitted showed two 2-gtoried buildings—one, to
contain the quarters to be erected on the amdl idand
where the landing-place is dtuated, and the other to
contain the Land Office and Police Court, on the
mainland in the vicinity of the Police Station.

The estimated cost was asfollows—

Quarters, including servants accommodation

and gable, approach path, &c, ............... $24,500
Land Officeand PoliceCourt, .........ccoceveunnen. 32,000
i [o.r= PO $56,500

It was unanimoudy agreed to recommend that bot
buildings be procesded with.

CITY WATER WORKSEXTENSION—TYTAMTUK
SCHEME.

The Chairmen laid before the Committee a generd
plan, dated the 17th October, 1903, showing the works
which it was proposed to undertake at once, and which
would form the firgt section of the scheme. He explained
that the result of the lagt trid well sunk on the ste of the
proposed large dam had been disgppointing, the rock
being found a a depth of about 60 feat ingteed of about
4010 45 feet as indicated by dl the previous trid works.
It was therefore necessary to conduct further trid works
bath on thet Ste and on others in the vidinity with the
view of ascartaining whether a more favourable line
could be found for the dam and, as it was evident thet
some very condderable period must dapse before this
part of the scheme could be sufficiently advanced to be
avaldble for increesng the supply of water, it was
consdered advisable to proceed a once with a dam of
moderate dimensions and capeacity some distance up the
valey.

It was therefore proposed to condruct a dam on the
site which was referred to in Mr. Cooper's report of the
9th May, 1896, as No. 4, but to increese the Sze of it 0
as to render it capable of containing 194 million gdlons
ingead of 100 millions as pecified in his report. Two
pumping engines, eech cgpable of raisng 11/4 million
gdlonsdaily, had aready been ordered and the proposad
dam would aford a supply about sufficient to keep one
engine seedily a work during the dry season. The
second engine was intended as a duplicate, to be brought
into service when the other wias Sopped for overhaul and
repars. In addition to the water impounded by the
proposed dam, the yidd of the sreams flowing in the

valey would be rendered available by the smal dam
which had dready been condructed in connection with
the temporary pumping engine now a work and from
which the main to the large pumping engines would be
lad.

The other items required to complete the first section
of the scheme indluded the following:—

(1) The congruction of a pumping station neer the
heed of Tytam Bay to contain the two pumping engines
aready mentioned.

(2) The congtruction of a new road contouring the
lower part of the valey a an devation of 130 to 150 feet
above ordinance datum and then ascending to join the
exiging road near the new byewash reservoir.

(3) The laying of a suction main from the smdl
dam mentioned above to the permanent pumping station
referredtoin (1).

(4) Thelaying of arisng main from the permanent
pumping station by way of the new road to the gauge
basin a the entrance to the Tytam Tunnd.

Thewhole of the proposed works had been designed
with a view to the completion of the scheme a a laer
date by the condruction of the large dam dready
mentioned, with the requiste caichwaers to intercept
additiond drainege arees and the eection of the
necessary additiond pumping plant, when the suction
main referred to in (3) would be taken up and lad as a
duplicate risng man. The resarvoir now proposed
would not be overlapped by the large one to be
condructed heresfter and would therefore be of
permanent benefit for Sorage purposes.

The eimated cogt of the works induded in the first
section was asfollows—

1. Damtoimpound 194 milliongdlors......... $290,000
2. Condruction of pumping gaion including
formation Of Site.......ccouuevevererererrerereneeennee
3. New road from junction with Stanley Road
to near Tytam byewash reservoir (length

50,000

. 98,000

4. Accessroadsto pumping station and gauge
basin and track for temporary suction
main

5 Rigng main, 18 in, diameter, from
pumping daion to Tytam gauge basin
(Iength 2.03 MIlES)....ccoonereeeerrerreeerrrereeeenne

6. Suction main, 18 in. diameter, to be
ubsequently used for duplicating rising
main (length L25miles).......evveeerrrreeeenn.

7. Pumping machinery dreedy ordered (two
sts of engines each capable of
ddivering 11/4 million gallons per day)
induding EreCtion........c..oeceveevenneesneeneeens

20,000

98,000

60,000
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The works reguired to complete the entire Tytamtuk
scheme, for which it was not posshle to submit an
edimeate & present, would be asfollovs—

1. The condruction of a large dam beow Tytamtuk

village, with the necessary road diversons.

2. Anextenson of the pumping Sation buildings.

3. Theprovidon of additiond pumping plant.

4. Taking up the 18 in. suction main and rdaying
same as a rigng man, induding the necessary
length of piping to complete same.

5. The condruction of caichwaters to such extent as
may befound advisablein order to render avallable
the water from aress Stuated outsde the naturd
dranage area

The Committee unanimoudy agreed to recommend
that the scheme be a once proceeded with.

CONVICT PRISON ON STONECUTTERS ISLAND.

Repliesto the Committeg's enquiries as to the amount
which the Military Authorities would be prepared to
contribute in the event of the Gunpowder Depbt being
removed from Stonecutters |dand as proposed, and

(a)the proposal to erect a convict prison there being
carried out,

(b)the proposal to erect a convict prison there being
abandoned,

werefurnished. They wereto the efect thet in the case of
(&), the Military Authorities would contribute nothing,
and in the case of (b) they were prepared to contribute
£2,500 on condition thet the Ste and buildings on it were
handed over to them. This offer had been dedlined by
HisExcdlency the Governor.

The quedtion of erecting a prison on Stonecutters
Idand was then discussed, and it was ultimeatdly agreed
unanimoudy to recommend that the work be proceeded
with asearly aspracticable

The Committee then adjourned.

QUESTIONS

The following questions stood on the agenda in the
name of Hon. H.E. Pollock.

1. What was the totd amount which was pad to
owners for the resumption of insanitary properties in
Taipingshan?

What wasthetota cost of laying out such named land,
induding roads drains, retaining wals, ec.?

What isthe totd amount which has been received by
the Government in premia from the sde of such portions
of such reumed land as have been s0ld by the
Government, and whet is the totd Annua Crown Rent
which is received by the Government in respect of such
portions?

What proportion do such portions as aforesaid bear to
the part of such resumption which it is proposed to
reserve asapublic park for Chinese?

What isthe areaof thet part of such resumption which
it is proposad to reserve as apublic park for Chinese?

When does the Government propose to give the
members of the Legidaive Council an opportunity for
discussng the quedtion of the desrability of reserving
such part of such resumption asapublic park for Chinese?
What gage has this metter of a public park for Chinese
now reeched?

2.0n wha date wes the contract let for the
foundetions and reclamation for Section No. 6 of the
Praya Reclamation (from Pottinger Street to Wing Wo
Street), and what wasthe detefixed for the completion of
thework? What is the name of the contractor?

When was the above contract work actudly
completed, and how many days was it after the contract
time for completion? Was the pendty for overtime
dipulated in the contract enforced? If not, why not?

On what date was the contract let for the sea'wdl and
roadway's on the above section and what date was fixed
for the completion of thework?

What isthe name of the contractor?

Whenwill thework on:

@ thesawdl,ad
(b) theroadways be actudly completed?

Is the pendty for ovetime in the contract being
enforced or will it beenforced? If nat, why not?

3. Is it not the fact that a wadl in the Protestant
Cemetery, on the dde nearest to the Roman Cahalic
Cemetery, has recently partidly collgpsed, covering
some of the tombs in the Protestant Cemetery with
debris and damaging some of the tombstones?

What steps will be taken, and when, to remove such
debris and to repair such damage, and to ensure that no
further portions of the said wall and no earth shdl in
future fal down or be washed down by rain upon the
tombsin the Protestant Cemetery?

What isthe name of the contractor who is regponsible
for thewdl in question?

4. 1s it not the fact that certain houses in Conduit
Road have been sarved with an intermittent supply of
water only during some daysin the past ummer?

If yes towhet causeissuch deficiency of water due?

Are there any defects in the mains leading up to
Conduit Road, or is the pumping-power inaufficient to
rase the water up to that levd? Is a Weter Rete being
collected from the housesin Conduit Road?

5. Isit the fact that the Government is contemplating
the dteration of the uniform which isworn by the Senior
Sanitary Ingpectors? If so, will not such contemplated
dteration make the uniform of the Senior Sanitary
Ingpectors resemble thet of the Didtrict Ingpectors? What
isthe reason for the contemplated change?
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In the absence of Hon. Mr. Pollock,

Hon. Sr PauL CHATER put the questions.

THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY — answered
guestion 1 asfollows—$818,098.32, $107,874.58,

The premia amount to $171,393.50; the Crown rents
to $772 per annum. The area sold amounts to 49,711
guare feet or 1.14 acres, the aress of building land
absorbed by the park which is a Public Park and not a
Park for Chinese only amount to 46,500 square fest or
1.07 acres. On the 17th of September the Governor's
despatch and the Secretary of State's reply on the aubject
of laying out a Public Garden in Taipingshan were laid
on the table, together with the Edtimetes for 1904, a
page 25 of which a sum of $7,000 was set down for
leveling and laying out Taipingshan Garden. | have
again to point out thet the Park or Garden is Public and
not st asde exdusvdy for any section of the
community.

The DIRecTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS gave the following
ansvers—

Quedtion 2, paragraph 1. The 1¢t of May, 1899. Date
for completion 15th of November, 1902. Name of
Contractor, Tsang Keng.

2. Itisnot yet completed.

3. The whale of the work was induded under the
contract referred to infirst paragraph of reply.

4. Tsang Keng, asdreedy dated.

5. (@)Work was completed in December 1902,

(b)Itisnot possble to say definitdy, but thereisno
reason why it should not be completed by the end of this
yedr.
6. The quegtion of pendty to be enforced will be
congdered on completion of the work. The contractor
has been repestedly waned thet the pendty will be
enforced.

Quedtion 3, paragraph 1. Yes. Theaccident arosefrom
the heavy rainsin the early part of Septermber.

2. The wdll will be recongructed of grester Srength.
Work isin progress.

3. Thewadl which fdl was constructed by Yau Kung
Cheung, contractor. It was completed in September 1902,
and was therefore out of the contractor's hands prior to
thedaeof itsfalure

Quedion 4, paragraph 1. Yes,

2. It has been due in some mesesure to repeated burds
in the mains, the margin in power of the pumping plant
being inadequate to meke up for the loss of water
occasoned by such burgs Additiond pumping plant hes
recently been provided which has endbled congtant
supply to be maintained.

3. No defects other than those indicated above, which
are ligble to occur in ay main. Yes, a wae rae is
collected.

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY  answered
quegtion 5 as follows—The uniform of the Sanitary
St for which there existed no authorised pattern hes
been revised, and seded petens sanctioned. The

uniform for the different grades of Ingpectors is dike
The object has been to make the uniform as Imple as
possible

NOTICE OF MOTION.

Hon. GERsHOM STEWART gave natice thet at next
mesting he would make the fallowing mation.—"That
in the opinion of this Coundil it isadvisableto increeseif
possble the means of shdter for cargo boats and
sampans during the typhoon season.”

LAND TITLESIN THENEW TERRITORY.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reading
of the Bill entitted an Ordinance to reped the New
Teritories Titles Ordinance, 1902. He said—Ashas been
indicated in the objects and ressons gopended, this
Ordinance is desired because it is found necessary to
reped the New Territories Titles Ordinance which we
pased lagt year. The object of that Ordinance was to
establish in the New Territories a system, to be confined
totheNew Territories, of title by regigtration. The system
has however in practice been found to be not workable,
and moreover it has been found that even if the sysem
was brought into working order it would dash with the
principle of the Land Court Ordinance of 1900 in such a
manner aswas neither contemplated by the framer or the
Legidature when the Ordinance wes pessed. The
interpretation of "customary land"' and "customary land-
holder" in the New Territories Land Titles Ordinance
was such that its effect would seem to be to override
Section 14 of the Land Court Ordinance of 1900. By that
Ordinancedl titlesin the New Territories asin every part
of the Colony can only be acquired by a grant from the
Crown. It is not permissible of course thet thet principle
should be in any way departed from. Happily no
inconvenience will be causad to anyone by repeding the
ordinance, because as a fact the Ordinance wes never
brought into working, for on the firg atempt it was
found they could not do so.

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY Ssconded, and the
motion wasagreed to.

The Bill wes then conddered in Committee and was
read a third time and passed on the mation of the
ATTORNEY -GENERAL, seconded by the AcTinG
COLONIAL SECRETARY.

NEW TERRITORY LAND COURT ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reading
of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to further amend The
New Territories Land Court Ordinance, 1900. He said—
The object of the introduction of this Bill is to empower
the Governor to add to the members of the Land Court
whenever he may deem it expedient with the object of
expediting and accderating the work of the Court.

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY Ssconded, and the
motion wasagreed to.

The Bill was then considered in Committee and was
afterwards read a third time and passed,
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on the motion of the ATTORNEY -GENERAL, Seconded by
the ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY.
PUBLIC HEALTH AND BUILDINGS ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second reading
of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend The Public
Hedth and Buildings Ordinance, 1903. He said—Aswe
ared| aware, the Ordinance known asNo. 1 of 1903, the
Public Hedth and Buildings Ordinance, was passd late
lagt year and came into operdtion in the early part of this
year. That Bill dedlt with the vitd question of the public
hedth of this Colony. It ran into very grest—but not
unnecessarily grest—length, conddering the varied
nature and importance of the metters with which the Bill
dedlt. It is somewhat early, perhgps some may think, to
amend the Bill, but | think hon. members will reedily
acknowledge that it was dmogt impossible to expect that
a Bill could be framed which would meat with every
requirement and necessty without requiring some
amendment dmogt immediatdy following its inception.
The Ordinance, which | beg leave to say is a most
vauable addition to the datute book, does require
amendment in some particulars in order to make it of
more prectica vaue The amendments which are now
proposed by the Government are principaly those which
have been suggested and recommended by the Sanitary
Board, who have hitherto hed the practicd working of
the Ordinence under ther immediae ken. These
suggestions and recommendations gopear to me to be
admirable in every respect and | beieve will commend
themsdves to the favourdble condderation of this
Coundil. Other amendments which we propose in the
Bill are suggested not by the Sanitary Board but by
others who have bad the working of the Bill under their
charge and are respongible for it. In these amendmentsiit
is proposed to create a Sanitary Department. A Sanitary
Department does exid, but it is now proposed to
recognise it by daute and give the Principd Civil
Medicd Officer of the Colony the direct adminitration
of that department by holding him directly responsble
At the present time it is not possible to hold that officer
directly responsible because he has no authority where
he should have it. An amendment is dso proposed with
respect to the arbitration dause by which power is given
to the arbiters to teke into condderation when deding
with dams whether the premises were enhanced in
vdue by overcrowding. The grestest difficulty the
Government have had in prepaing this Bill for
presentetion to the Coundils to get a definition of the
expression "externd ar" which would be cgpable of
being given effect to. The amendment of the present
existing definition is made on the recommendetion of the
Sanitary Board. They report thet at present the definition
renders it dmogt impossible to give effect to the red
intention of the Ordinance with repect to the proper
amount of light and ar that should be admitted into
rooms. A new definition therefore will be submitted for
the condderation of the Council which | believe will be

found to & last achieve the difficulty of exactly saying
what was meant by "externd ar." Severd other sections
have been amended. For indance section 48 is
conddered by the Board to be unworkable It
acoordingly has been recast and | bdieve it will meet the
Board's recommendation. The object that the Board has
in view in making that recommendation was to expedite
the action thet was necessary to be taken with reference
to the abatement of the nuisance of overcrowding. The
present system gppears to be cumbrous and to cause
unduedday.

Congderable difficulty has been found in practice in
working the Ordinance with repect to the interpretation
that a present is attached to the meaning of the words
"room" and "cubide" Hitherto those words have hed
pretty well the same meaning, but by the amendment
proposed to the Bill each would have its own meaning
atachedtoit.

A very important ateration too was to be submitted
for congderaion with respect to Section 251 of the
present Ordinance. This section is one of the arbitration
sections and refers to the procedure to be adopted where
cdams for compensation have been put in. The
amending Bill will provide that whenever daims for
compensation shdl be made the daim shdl be submitted
to the Colonid Secretary on the same day as the plans
arefiled with the building authority; dso it provides thet
where adam for compensation isin repect of a matter
with regad to which powers of exemption or
modification are vested in the Board or the Governor in
Council the daimant shdl await the decison of the
Board or the Governor in Council before proceeding
with the works These amendments have been found
necessary by the authority who have the adminigration
of the Ordinance, for daimsfor compensation have been
sent in months after the plans have been deposited, there
being no indication a the time they were sert in that a
clam was intended to be made, and subsaquently when
it was intended to exercise the powers of modification
mede it was found it was too late because the building
wasdready in course of erection. The Council will ssea
once that these are practicd difficulties thet ought to be
overcome, and this Bill wethink is capable of doing so.

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded. He said
—1 may mention on His Excdlency’s authority thet it is
not proposed to press Section 3 but to hold it over for
further condgderaion; and therefore the Government
hopes thet the unofficia members will not oppose the
second reading of the Bill.

The motion was agreed to, and the Coundil went into
Committee on theBill.

In Committee some amendments were made and
discusson ensued on severd points.
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Section 2 asprinted was passed.

In Section 14 (Sub-section 8) the term a fourteen
days' was changed to "five days' 0 "s to lessen the
period within which a summons againg overcrowding
can be gpplied for toaMagidraie

In Section 19 (Sub-section 153) (@) it was provided
that no cubide shdl be congtructed or maintained in any
dorey of any domedtic building heresfter erected "or re-
erected.”

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal sad thet if this goplied to houses
which had been blown down or teken down for repair to
acartain extent and recongructed then there would be a
hardship if no cubideswereto bedlowed.

His ExceLLeEncy—In thet case we would never get
rid of cubidesa dl.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai replied that by increasng the
thickness of the walls and providing a 13 feet backyard
for externd ar a 60 feet room would have only two
rooms. What about the centrd portion of a house
fronting the dreet and opening upon the externd ar in
the rear. They could not have sde windows, nor centra
rooms, yet cubides mugt exist in such houses. At the
present time two cubicles could exig, but in anew house
or one being re-erected it would be impossible to have
any cubides & dl. There would be one room from one
endtothecther.

The DIRecTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS pointed out thet the
provisons of the Ordinance entailed a very important
modification of the arrangements of exiding houses,
because they only permitted kitchens to be erected over
hdf of the extent of the house, and quarter of the entire
area mus be left unbuilt upon. Therefore an important
modification would be made in the recondruction of
such houses if once demolished. If the city as it existed
to-day was ever to be improved there must be some
provison like this which would prevent these houses
having windowless cubicles. Otherwise the city would
remain forever asit now was

His ExceLLency remarked that Section 153 redly
covered, or was intended to cover, houses burned down
or pulled down and built up again; otherwise you would
go on building up the same old insanitary dass of houses
The words the hon. member had objected to were put in
because the question arose whether the section covered
re-erected houses. He thought that whet the Director of
Public Works had pointed out was only ressonable.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai asked the Director of Public Works
to give the Committee an ideg, if privete houses such as
business hongs in Bonham Strand, some measuring 80
feet, had been pulled down or burned down, whether it
would be possible to rebuild them and have cubicles?

The DIRECTOR OF PusLIC WORKS thought that was
aufficiently covered by the proviso to the section. Powers
of modification as wide as they could meke them were
given to ded with dl cases that occurred. He should
think the Board would exedise its powes of
modification in such casesashed beeniinlicated.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka— am quite stified.

His ExceLLENcYy— think the hon. member may rest
assured that where a grict enforcement of the Section
would inflict unnecessary hardship in purely business
premises, modification will be granted.

The Sub-section was passed.

In Section 154 (5) under Part 111 (19) it was proposad
that no cubide shall have alessfloor areathan 64 square
fedt.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai hdd thet it should be made @ther 50
feet or 100 fedt, as 64 feet was too much for one and not
enough for two.

The AcTING COoLONIAL SECRETARY pointed out thet
therewas nothing to prevent it being made 100 feet.

The DIRECTOR OF PusLIC WORKS conddered thet the
64 feet should stand. Each person, in the case of afloor
which was not subdivided, required 50 fedt, and if a
room was going to be divided up into cubicles he
thought it only reasonable that they should provide extra
pace.

His ExceLLeENCY asked the Director of Public Works
whether in caculating the number of people that could
occupy a floor divided up into cubicdes, caculaion
would be made for the floor as awhole and not for each
seperatecubicle

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS replied thet he had
no recollection of that question having arisen.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai remarked that if two or three
persons were found occupying the same cubicle the
Sanitary Board would have something to say about
overcrowding.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Was of opinion that if two
men lay in that room and chose to lie dongside each
ather they would il beinddetherules

His ExceLLENCY—This 64 feet requirement is based
on "olo custom.” If it is disturbed a 9ze of cubicle that
may not be o convenient may be the result.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kali did not press his point but remarked
that there was a great difference between two or three
persons crowding together into a patidly closed-up
cubidleand lying together in the corner of an open room.

The saction was passad without dteretion.

All the other new sections which were consdered
were gpproved.

UNDESRABLE IMMIGRANTS.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved that the house go
into committee on the Bill entitled an Ordinance to
provide for the Recovery of Charges incurred by the
Colony on account of cetan undesrable persons
introduced into the Colony.

Hon. Sir PauL CHATER agked that consideration of the
Bill be postponed as the member for the Chamber of
Commerce, he understood, had



(64)

been asked to meke a few comments upon it when he
returned from the North. Thiswasagreed to.
The Coundil adjourned till Monday, 14th December.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meeting of the Fnance Committee was held
immediatdy after the Council—the Acting Colonid
Secretary (Hon. A. M. Thomson) presiding.

POST OFFICE EXPENSES

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Council to vote a sum of $28,750 in
ad of the vote Pogt Office, under Other Charges, for the
fallowing items—

(1) Costof SAMPS....ooererrerrenresrssesssssssnenens $8,000
(2 ContributiontoMail Subddy................. 5250
(3) Trandt Charges......covvereveerereersreessreeennes 15500

Lo 7= FE— $28,750

The CHAIRMAN said that new samps had cogt a greet
ded more than had been anticipated. The subsidy hed
risen owing to the low exchange in the early part of the
year. Trandt chargeswere dso larger partly owing to thet
fact and partly to theincressein business.

Thevotewasagreed to.

PRINTING THE ORDINANCE.

The Officer  Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to voteasum of $4,000in aid
of the vote Miscdlaneous Services, Printing, as a firg
ingdment of the cog of the revisad edition of
Ordinances

The CHAIRMAN dated that a certain amount of the
work had been done by the Government printers and
they had asked for an advance on the contract.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal asked when the work was likdly to
be reedy.

The CHAIRMAN replied that he could not guarantee a
time.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar—ltisonly up to 1900?

The CHAIRMAN—1901.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—By the time it is ready we will

want anew edition.

Thevotewas passed.

LAND REGISTRY VOTE.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote asum of $955 in aid
of the vate Land Regigtry Officefor thefollowing—

For New Territories—Personal Emoluments.

Assgant Land Officer, 11th November to 31st

Other Charges.

The CHAIRMAN daed thet this vote was rendered

necessary by the gppointment of Mr. Messr as Assdtant
Land Officer on 11th November.
Approved.
POLICE LAUNCHESAND BOATS.

The Officer  Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to voteasum of $1,300in ad
of the vote Police under Other Charges for the item
repairs of launches and boats.

Thevotewas passed.

PUBLIC WORKS.

The Officr Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $85,600 in
ad of the votes Public Works Annudly Recurrent, and
Public Works Extraordinary, for thefollowing items—

Public Works, Annudly Recurrent.
Maintenance of buildings..................... $3,300
Maintenance of telegraphs..........cveeeee. 2,700
Maintenance of teegraphs in New

LIS (1007320 600
MiscdlaneousWOrKS........c.e.eeeenererenee. 13500

Maintenance of roadsin City ...............
Maintenance of roadsoutsde City ...... 2,000

Maintenance of roadsin Kowloon...... 2,100
Maintenance of sawers nullahs, &c.,.. 1,500
Miscdlaneous SaVICES.......veeevveeee. 2,000
Gaslighting, City of Victoria............... 2,200
Extensonsof gaslighting...........c.e.... 300
Drainageworks, miscellaneous........... 18,700
Maintenance of water-works, City and
(5 (11 BJE ({Te 13,500
— 72900
Public Work, Extraordinary.
Public bahhouss Cross Lane
WanChai ..., 500
Public latrinesand urinds.............ue..... 3500
Ran-gorm damage.........ooceeeeeeeeens 8,700
—— 12,700
0= [ $35,600

The CHAIRMAN said that he undergood the origind
totd esimate in this case for last year would not be
exceeded.

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS explained that on
the annually recurrent and extraordinary expenditure
therewould be avery large balance of about $250,000
on the grossamount. Public works recurrent would be
exceeded to the extent of some $56,000 and therewould
asaving on public works extraordinary or unexpended
balances of about $300,000. With regard to the public
worksannudly recurrent the principd itemsin whichthe
expenditure wasincurred were those that were redlly not
of the ordinary recurrent type; miscellaneous works, for
example, for the provision of structures of various sorts
that there was dmost a certain demand for during the
courseof any year, but for which there were no separate
votes. It was the same way with drainage works
miscellaneous, it appeared
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in public works recurrent, but it conasted largdy
in training of nullahs and extending of drainsin
various partsof the ity and Kowloon on account
of the new areas built upon during recent years.
A large part of it was due to training of nullahs
which he thought hon. members would agree
wasavery dedrablework to carry on. Inthe case
of the maintenance of waterworks, thiswasduea
good ded to the increased cost of pumping,
including that a Tytamtuk.

The vote was passed.
SECRET SERVICE.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Council to vote a sum of
$1,000 in ad of the vote Police under Other
Charges for theitem. Secret Service.

The CHAIRMAN said this was on account of a
goecid case It was obvious that no further
explanaion could be given.

The vote was gpproved.

Thiswasdl thebusness




