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10+ OCTOBER, 1907.

PrRESENT—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR, SR
FReDERICK JOHN DEALTRY LucarD, K.CM.G,,
CB., D.SO.

His Excdlency Jgor-cened R. G
BroabwooD, C.B., A.CD., Genegd Officer
Commanding the Troops.

Hon. Mr. F H. May (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Mr. W. Rees DavIEs (Attorney-cenerd)

Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonid
Treasurer).

Hon. Mr. W. CHATHAM, C.M.G. (Director of
Public Works).

Hon. Mr. A. W. BREwIN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. Commander BAsL R. H. TAYLOR, R. N.
(Harbour Magtey).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, M.B.,,CM.,CM.G.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HEWETT.

Hon. Mr. H. Keswick.

Hon. Mr. We Yuk.

Hon. Mr. E. OSBORNE.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHER (Clerk of Councils).

MINUTES
The minutes of the previous meseting were
read and confirmed.

STANDING COMMITTEES,

His ExceLLENcY—DBefore proceeding with
the busness, under the standing orders it is
necessary to gppoint the sanding committees
for the year.

Finance Committee — All the members
except mysdf, with the Colonid Secretary as
charman.

Lav Committee—The Attorney-cenerd as
chairman and the former members, Hon. Dr. Ho
Ka, Hon. Mr. We Yuk, Hon. Mr. H. E. Pollock
and the Hon. the Harbour Mader.

The Public Works Committee remains
without change—The Hon. Director of Public
Works, Chairman, the Hon. Colonid Preasurer,
Hon. Mr. Osborne, and Hon. Mr. Keswick.

FINANCIAL MINUTES.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table Financid
Minutes 48 and 49 and moved that they be
referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and the
moation was agreed to.

FINANCIAL.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table the report of
the Finance Committee No. 9 and moved its
adoption.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and the
moation was agreed to.

THE COMPANIES ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—SIT, | movethe
second reading of the Bill to Amend the Law
Redating to Companies. Now, Sir, the object of
the Bill is set forth in the preamble. Companies
registered under the Ordinance of 1865 are
required to keep aregister of members. Under
thisBill the Governor-in-council isempowered
to grant alicense relieving a company from
keeping itsregister at the registered officein
Hongkong. In such case the register kept
hitherto presumably at the head office of the
company isto be regarded as the register kept
under the Companies Ordinance 1865. | may
say, Sir, that the Bill hareceived the full
congderation of the Chambserof Commerce at
Hongkong and also of the authorities
representing the various companiesin Shanghai
which will be primarily interested in
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the proposd. Represantations have been forwarded to
the Government from the representatives of the various
Shangha companies, and they approved in generd dll
the propasds contained in the Bill. Therewere, Sir, two
or three amendments proposed by the representatives of
the Shanghai companies, and they were submitted for
the conddeaion of the Government, which has
goproved of dl these amendments. Two out of three
were incorporaied in the Bill and in reference to the
third amendment the Government goproved of it in a
modified form. The amendments proposed by the
representatives of the Shanghal Chamber of Commerce
were conddered in regard to Clause 4 of the Bill, where
it is proposed that afee of four cents for every $100 of
the nomind capitd of the company should be paid in
respect of the licenseissued under the Ordinance. It was
suggested that instead of "nomind capitd” it should be
"pad up capitd." We are of opinion that thet was a
practicad proposd, and the Government amended it
accordingly. In Clause 4, Sub-section 8 (b) the question
of domicile was raised and in regard to samp duties it
was suggested in the Bill as origindly drafted in Clause
4, Subsection 8 (b) the words "domicile dsawhere
where than in the Colony,” should be diminated. The
reesons for this which | think are unnecessary to
recepitulate, appear to be sufficient. The Government
diminated these words. The only other amendment was
in Clause 6, Sub-section 1, which requires that in the
event of a company not having obtained a license it
dhdl be gtruck off the regigter if it falls to comply with
the Ordinance ater the expiraion of one month. The
proposd from Shangha was that the time of expiration
of notice should be three months ingteed of one The
Government has met them half way and suggested that
anatice of two months would be aufficient. The Bill is
non-controversid and | trust the Council will gpprove. |
movethat the Bill bereed asecond time.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Hon. Mr. HEWETT—SIr, dfter the explanation made
by the Hon. Attorney-Generd it is unnecessary for me
to say anything. He explained to the Coundil thet the
question had been referred to Shanghal, and the Bill as
it now gands in its dtered form with one dight
dteration, has been accepted by the Chambers of
Commerce a@ Shangha and Hongkong. With regard to
Section 6, Sub-section 1, | wish to make a dight
suggestion which, | trust, we will be enabled to ded
with in the committee stage of the Bill.

The Bill was then read a second time. Council went
into committeeto consider the Bill dause by dause, and
the Attorney-Generd, intimated he would consder the
point raised by the Hon. Mr. Hewett and, if necessary,
recommit the Bill.

EXPOSURE IN THE STOCKS.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—SII, | rise to move the
second reeding of the Bill entitled an Ordinanceto limit
the impasgtion by public exposure in the socks | ned
not expdiate on this Bill a any length. It has been
thought that punishment inflicted in the stocks has in
some cases taken rather an exaggerated form. Having
regard to representations in the metter it is desirable that
in future punishment should be limited to cases where
an offenceis punishable by imprisonment only. The Bill
isintroduced with thet object.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Hon. Mr. Keswick— wish, Sir, to opposethisBill
because | fed it isbeing rushed on us. You will pardon
me, You Excellency, if | call your attention to the fact
that you have only recently arrived here, and have not
had opportunity of studying the conditions under which
welive and the conditions of crime and the Satus of the
people who commit crimes and incommode us here.
TheHon. Attorney-Generd has aso but recently arrived.
| cannot but fed that we are being rushed on this Bill by
asmdll section of the Chinese community here who
evidently have control of one of the morming papersand
who, having acquired a certain amount of Western
knowledge and learning, consider the exposure of their
fellow countrymen in the stocks is areflection upon
themselves. They, however, entirely forget that we are
absolutely next door to China, and that a man only
requires twenty minutesto get over the border. The
people who are punished by stocks are not the
enlightened gentlemen of the Chinese nation who area
credit to any nation under the sun, but rogues and
vagabonds who so freely come across here. | think in
dedling with men of that type we have to consder the
conditions under which they themselveslivein their
own country. In their own country torture isone of the
smallest thingsthey haveto suffer. | need not expatiate
on the various punishments imposed on maefactorsin
China. They arewdl known to usdll. | wish to draw
your atention to the experience of Shangha. Therethe
bamboo, the cangue and the stocks were abolished
indde the Settlement, athough outside these methods of
punishment and torture and other methods were fredy
in vogue. There, instead of twenty minutesto get over
the border it takes at the utmost ten. What was the
conseguence of the removal of these methods of
punishment? The consegquence wasthat crimeincreased
by leaps and bounds, and the prisons were soon full,
showing that two or three days in the municipa goa
was no deterrent whatever. Thesethings, Sir, | think,
should be considered very carefully by al members of
the Council before voting for the Bill now beforethem. |
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have the grestes admiraion for our Chinese fdlow
ubjects who have emancipated themsdves from the
old style which obtains across the border, but | maintain
thet if they sudied the best interests of their nationds
they would, ingead of trying to mitigate the forms of
punishment, assig you, Sr, and dl concerned in the
Government, in making it absolutdy plain in a mogt
effective way as regards rogues and vagabonds thet we
have no place for them (applause)

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar—Sir, | did not intend to spesk on
this Bill, but | think after the remarks of the hon.
gentleman opposite afew wordsfrom me are necessary.
| do nat think the hon. member could have sudied the
Bill. ThisBill isnot to take the punishment by meens of
stocks away dtogether from the gatute. It Smply limits
that punishment to certain crimes— crimes which
ought to be punished by some effective punishment;
cirmes like larceny, robbery, returning from banishment
and others. So-cdled municipa crimes, crimes which
are cregted by law for good order in the place, such as
obgtruction, hawking without licenses and 0 on, ae
crimes which, we think, ought not to be punishable by
docks. The hon. gentleman was dso under a
misapprehension. It is not only a amal section of the
Chinese community who advocae the bill. | may say
the great mgjority of the Chinese are in favour of it. |
quite admit there were some who wished to go further,
but the mgority of the Chinese thought a Bill such as
the one before the Coundil would be qitable. | am sure
there need be no misgpprehendon that, if the Bill is
pasd, crime will be on the increase, because the more
serious crimes are il punishable by stocks if thought
necessary by the magidrate. If the impaosition of gocks
were made more universal, to gpply not only to Chinese
but othersaswell, it would take awvay agreat ded of the
oppaostion of the mgority of the Chinese to this mode
of punishment.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL — | think the hon.
gentleman oppogite has correctly interpreted the effect
of the Bill. | have here returns showing the number of
prisoners sentenced to stocks in the year 1906, and |
find thet dl serious offences would Hill be punishable
by socks assuming this Bill is passed. The particular
offences not punishable by docks are in the man
offences of a minor degree. For indance under the
Licenang Ordinance stocks were imposad during the
year 1906. That would no longer apply. Then there are
two cases under the Merchant Shipping Ordinance.
They would no longer goply. Neither would a number
of police offences All the more serious offences
however, gppear dill to be retained, and | do nat think
my hon. friend at the end of the table need have any
grest gpprehension that crime would be increased by
the proposad depreciation of the punishment.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—SIT, as one who hed the
duty of maintaining law and order in the Colony for
nine years, | have no hesitation in saying | do not think

the Bill will in any way wesken the hands of the
authorities in suppressng caime—what may be
legitimady cdled crime.

His ExceLLeNcY—The hon. gentleman at the end of
the table said | had nat been long in the Colony. That is
very true, but | have been herelong enough to give very
careful condderation to this Bill which isof exceptiond
interest. | was particularly struck in sudying the papers
by the argument that if punishment by stocks was mede
too common, law abiding people like the Chinese
would ceese to be able to recognise ariminds whom
public opinion redly condemned. | think thet is a very
strong argument, gentlemen. In such a case, when law
abiding citizens went down the dregt and saw any
prisoner in the stocks, they would recognise his festures
and could & any time aftewards take measures of
precaution againg him. If on the other hand the person
is put in the socks for petty offences such for indance
as hawking, or some of the cthers to which the
Attorney-Generd dluded, we will ceaseto carry with us
the public opinion of the large mgority of the lower
dass Chine | think that is a very important point.
Beyond thet remark | have nothing further to say then
what was sad by the Attorney Generd, that the Bill in
no way weskens the hands of the Government or
defracts from our power to impoe a pendty in
accordance with tredition and with the law of the
Colony for many years past (gpplause).

The Bill was read a second time, and the Coundil
went into committee to consder it dause by dause.

On resuming, the ATTORNEY -GENERAL reported thet
the Bill had passed through committee without
amendment and moved thet it beread athird time.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the hill
wasread athird time, passed and becamelaw.

THE ESTIMATES.

The CoLoNnIAL SecrReETARY moved tha Coundll
resolve itdf into a committee of the whole Council to
congder the Bill entited "an Ordinance to goply a sum
not exceeding Four million nine hundred and ninety-
two thousand nine hundred and fifty-three Dallarsto the
Public Sarvice of theyear 1908."

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and Council
went into committee

On resuming, the COLONIAL SECRETARY  reported
that the Bill had passed through the committee without
amendment, and moved that it be read athird time.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and the Bill
was reed athird time and became law.
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PUBLIC NOTARIES ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL.—With regard to
the next order of the day, Sir, | do not proposeto
move that Coundil go into committee to-day on
the Bill relaing to the gppointment of notaries.

Hon. Mr. OssorNE—If your Excdlency will
permit me, dthough | am not in order, | would
like now, as | am leaving next week for North
Ching, to bring to the notice of the Coundil
certain facts which | have been asked to bring
forward. As they are of a somewhat technica
nature | will, with your Excellency's permission,
read some extracts from the letter addressed to
me—"in England only those persons who have
sarved atices for five years, in London for
seven years, to a notary public are themsdves
gopointed notaries'—

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—ON a point of
order. There is no question before the Council,
and it would nat be open for me to reply to any
observetions of the hon. gentleman. | would
therefore suggest to him that he reserves any
observations on the Bill he wishes to make until
| am ready to move the second reading.

Hon. Mr. OssorNE—! understood the second
reading had been moved.

His ExceLLENcY—The second reading was
postponed.

The CoLoNIAL SEcrReTARY— think if the hon.
member were to forward the letter he has
received, it would receive every condderation.

Hon. Mr. OsBORNE.—Yes, Sit.

SEDITIOUSPUBLICATIONS ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—Before moving
the third reading of the Bill to prevent the
publication of seditious matter, | would ask that
the Bill be recommitted in regard to avery
simple matter. It will be within the recollection
of the Coundil that the hon. gentleman opposite
addressed a question to me as to whether a
meagistrate would have power to ded summexily
with the pend clause of the Bill. | expressed the
opinion a that time, and | dtill adheretoit, that a
magistrate would not have power to deal
summarily with a prisoner. | did so having
regard to Ordinance 3 of 1890, which
enumeratesin the schedule thelist of offences

excluded from summary jurisdiction, and
mentions the printing or publishing of
blasphemous, seditious or defamatory libds.
This Bill is to prevent the publication of
seditious matter and when | gave the answer
which | did to the hon. gentleman, | was of the
opinion that it would be excluded from the
summary jurisdiction of the magidrate, but it is
just possble that other people may take a
different view, that some one may condrue the
law differently to what | do, and as it is the
degre of the Government thet &l these offences
should not be dedt with summarily, | ask the
pemisson of the Councl to move the
recommitta of the Bill in order to insart express
words, providing that the offence shal only be
dedlt with by the Supreme Court.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the
moation was agreed to.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—I beg to movethe
folowing new dause—"No person shdl be
convicted of an offence againg this Ordinance,
except by the Supreme Court.”

Thiswas agreed to, and on Coundil resuming
the Bill was read a third time, passed ad
becamelaw.

His ExceLLeEncy—Council stands adjourned
until Thursday, 24th ingant.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meeting of the Finance Committee was
then held—the Colonid Secretary presiding.
Thefollowing voteswere passed.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE RERAIRS,

The GoverNOR recommended the Council to
vote asum of three thousand dollars ($3,000) in
ad of the vate, Public Works Extraordinary,
Miscellaneous, Hot Water Apparatus and Baths,
Government House.

EVENING CLASSES
The Governor recommended the Councilto
vote asum of saven thousand three hundred and
thirty-sx dallars ($7,336) in ad of the vote
Education, Department of Inspector of Schools
— Other Charges, Evening Continution
Classss.
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