HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

23rD JANUARY, 1908.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR, SR

FREDERICK JOHN DEALTRY LUGARD,
K.CM.G,CB.,D.SO.

Hon. MR E H. MAY, cma (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. MR, A. M. THOMSON (Colonid
Treeaurer).

HoN. MR. W. CHATHAM, cm.G. (Director of
Public Works).

Hon. MR A. W. BREWIN (Regigrar-
Generd).

HoN. CommANDER BASIL R. H. TAYLOR,
RN. (Harbour Magter).

HoN. DR. HOKAI, MB.,CM.,.CMG.

HoN. MR. H. E. POLLOCK, K.C.

Hon. MR. E. A.HEWETT.

Hon. MR. H. KESWICK.

Hon. MR. WEI YUK.

Hon. MR. E. OSBORNE.

MrR. A. G. M. FLETCHER (Clerk of
Councils).

Minutes.

The minutes of the previous medting were
read, and confirmed.

Financial Minutes.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
command of His Excellency the Governor, laid
on the table Financid Minutes Nos. 1 and 2, and
moved that they be referred to the Finance
Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and the mation was agreed to.

Papers.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
command of His Excdlency the Governor, lad
on the table the report of the Subsdiary Coinage
Committee and a report of the edimated
expenditure on the Kowloon-canton Ralway
(British Section) for the year 1908.

Public Works Committee,

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, by
command of His Excellency the Governor, laid
on the table the Report of the Public Works
Committee (No. 1).

K owloon-canton Railway Congtruction.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY— beg that
the resolution standing in my name be in thefirs
indance referred to the Finance Committee. The
resolution was as fallows. "It is hereby resolved
that asum of Four million, two hundred and fifty
thousand Dallars ($4,250,000) be advanced out
of funds in the custody of the Government for
the purpose of condruction of the Kowloon-
canton Railway (British Section) during the year
1908."

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.

Chinee Emigration Amendment Ordinance

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY —In the
absence of my learned neighbour on my left |
beg to movethefirs reading of aBill entitted An
Ordinance to amend the Chinese Emigration
Ordinance, 1899.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and the Bill wasread afirg time.



2 HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

TheEvidence Ordinance,

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
firg reading of a Bill entitted An Ordinance to
fedilitate the admisson in evidence of Statutes
pasxd by the Legidatures of British Possessons
and British Protectoratesincuding Cyprus.

Tve COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded,
and the Bill wasread afird time.

TheFirelnsurance CompaniesOr dinance.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
fird reading of a Bill entitted an Ordinance to
authorise the removd of Hre Insurance
Companies from the Regiser of Companies in
certan cases.

Tve COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded,
and the Bill wasread afirg time.

FireBrigade Ordinance.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
seconded reading of a Bill entitted An Ordinance
to amend the Fre Brigade Ordinance, 1868. He
sad—In addition, Sir, to the reasons given in the
objectsand reasons of the Bill, | would say that the
object of this Ordinance is to give the Captain
Supaintendent of Police, who is dw
Supeintendent of the Hre Brigade, the same
powers over men under his command in the FHre
Brigade as he possesses over men under his
command in the Police Force. It iswell to bear in
mind in this connection that al European
members of the FHre Brigade with the exception of
two, are dso members of the Police Force. Under
the regulaions which will be framed by the
Governor-in-Council  under this Bill when it
becomes |law, the two European memberswho are
not members of the Police Force will not be made
ubject to the punishments which can be inflicted
by the Ceptan-Superintendent of Police, ther
ranks being such as to render it undesrable that
punishment be inflicced upon them. The
remainder of the Brigade are Chinee, and it is
extremdy desrable that the Superintendent should
have power to punish these Chinese firemen
directly in the same way as he punishes Chinese
congablesin the Police Force.

THe COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and the Bill wasread asecond time.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY then moved
that the Coundil resolve itsdf into a committee of
the whole Council to consder the Bill clause by
dause

THe COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and themation was agreed to.

On Councl resuming, the COLONIAL
SECRETARY reported that the Bill had passed
through committee with adight amendment.

His EXCELLENCY — Coundl
adjourned until thisday fortnight.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

sands

A medting of the Finance Committee was then
hdd, the COLONIAL SECRETARY presding.
Thefollowing voteswere passed:-—

Sanitary Department.

THE GOVERNOR recommended the Council
to vote a sum of Three thousand, four hundred and
thirty-three dallars ($3,433) in ad of the vote,
Sanitaay  Department, Other  Chages.
Compensation for infected cargo destroyed.

THe CHAIRMAN—This expenditure has been
incurred in connection with a consgnment of
catle in which anthrax had broken out, and which
were returned to Hongkong. It was necessary that
catan cago should be desroyed, and this
compensation was assessad under the provisons
of the law covering such matters, and it is now
desired thet the authority of the Council shal be
givento pay it.

Squatters Compensation

THE GOVERNOR recommended the Council
to vote a sum of One thousand three hundred and
three dallars ($1,303) as compensation to certain
quatters whose remova was necesstated by the
sdeof Kowloon Inland Lot 1203.
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THe CHAIRMAN —This expenditure was
incurred as compensation to certain squetters. The
Government had promised them other dtes, but
they preferred to have the hard cash. Accordingly
the Government has made this disbursement, and
has got the land. | do not know who has made the
begt bargain, but | fancy the Government has in
thelong run.

K owloon-Canton Railway
Expenditure.

Tre CHAIRMAN— would invite members
atention to the edimaed expenditure paper
dedling with the Kowloon-Canton Railway up to
December 1908. In connection with that Satement
| would inform membersthat the headings of Nos.
3 and 4 columns are not quite as clear as they
might be. The heading of No. 3 column reads
"edimated totd expenditure for 1907." The
intention of the draughtsman was that the word
“for" should mean "to the end of " It redlly should
be to the end of 1907. The expenditurefor 1906 is
included in that for 1907. The same explandion
gopliesto the next column. If any member wishes
for any informaion concerning the items
appearing under the separate heeds | will be glad
togveit.

Hon. MR, KESWICK —1 wish for some
information. Does the work actudly come up to
the expenditure? We are asked to vote the large
sum of $4,250,000, and | am not a al sidfied
that we are getting full vaue for our money as
things are going. Before voting on this proposd
provison | should liketo be satisfied that the work
is getting on well, and that the edimates are as
correct as can be, otherwise a the end of 1908 we
shdl have another vote, and be called upon again
to make up deficendies above the esimate.

Trve CHAIRMAN—In answer to the firg part
of what the hon. gentleman said | would like to
say that on the whole the progress of the work to
date is stisfactory. The main tunnd is not as far
forward as the conaulting engineer had estimated
it would be, but of coursein deding with a tunnd
you areredly working in the dark; you don't know
what difficulties you will meet with, and the
tunnel has proved an extremdy difficult one sofar.
| am glad to be adle to say that recently the
progress in the tunnel has improved very much,

largely owing to the fact that the rock met with is
more amenable. At the sametimel think it isright
to date that the etimate on that particular item of
the tunnd will largely exceed the origind estimate.
In fact, there is no conceding the fact that the
edimate for the whole railway is much larger than
wasorigindly estimated for.

Hon. MR, KESWICK—Can you tdl us whet
the origind estimatefor theralway was?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY—Theorigind
estimate was about £550,000.

Hon. MR, KESWICK—AnNd & the end of this

year we shdl have expended $7,164,461, and the
ralway will not have been built.

Hon. MR HEWETT—I bdieve | am right in
saying tunndling is a work of a specid nature.
Have they got a gpecid enginesr in charge of this
work, or isit carried on by—

THe CHAIRMAN—The Engineer in charge of
the work has had large experience in tunnds, and
there isa superintendent who has been in the habit
of organising labour intunnels

Hon. MR, HEWETT— bdieve it was not 0
origindly.

THe CHAIRMAN—He came out about four or
five months ago, but there is no question of the
cgpacity of theengineer in deding with tunnels.

Hon. MR. HEWETT— did not question that. It
wasaquegion of aman with specid training.

Hon. MR, POLLOCK —Can we gd an

edimate of what we have got to pay for the
building of the British section?

THe CHAIRMAN—The edimate asit dandsis
$3,000,000 exdlusive practicdly of land. Thereare
other items such as workshops, ddion yard, a
condderable expenditure for land and daion
buildings such asthe terminus gation.
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Hon. MR, POLLOCK —Land indudes land

resumption. That isa particularly big item. | think we
should have someinformation about thet.

THe CHAIRMAN—I am unable to place you in
poseesson of dl the facts. But ance the origind
edimatewasformed alarger view of theinterests hes
been taken, and the Government has recertly
acquired by resumption Blackhead's Point. Thet, of
course, meansavery congderable sum of money.

Hon. MRr. POLLOCK—How much?

THE CHAIRMAN —The formdities are not

actudly concduded. | would rather not mention the
figure

Hon. MR, KESWICK—Might | refer you to the
heading "bridge work." Presumably labour is not
chegper than it has been. Of the esdimated three lacs
there was only expended two and ahdf lacsin 1907.
The money has dl gone and we have not got the
bridges | dont undersand how the money has
entirdy disgppeared, even dlowing for the increased
expenditure on the tunnd. | think it a mogt
unsdtisectory date of effars

THe COLONIAL TREASURER—It has not
disgppeared. Itisinthe columns

Hon. MR KESWICK — You have under-

edimated in cartan directions, and sarved other
work.

TrHe CHAIRMAN—The explanation of the smdll
expenditure during 1907 on minor bridges was
amply this there was a change in the dignment
necessitating a resurvey, and a condderable portion
of the line work was not put as far forward as it has
been anticipated.

Hon. MR. HEWET T—In regard to the change of
dignment | understand that a congderable amount of
paddy land was destroyed. Isdl thet lossinduded in
thesum?

THe CHAIRMAN—The expenditure on the
embankment, or on the land tha has been
dbandoned?

Hon. MR, HEWETT—Wastheland paid for?

TrHe CHAIRMAN—Yes, the land has been pad
for.

Hon. MR, HEWETT —Might it be tod the

Coundil how much was the amount of money that
was log in the midake in regard to the origind
dignment?

THE CHAIRMAN— don't think it was morethan

$25,000. Of coursethisland will be avalable for re-
sde We ae negatiating a the present time for its
de

Hon. MR. HEWETT— undergtand it cannot be
irrigated properly; a leest agood dedl of it.

TrHe CHAIRMAN—Under the new dignment we
have got ashorter route and abetter route.

Hon. MR, HEWETT—Which you might have
got in the firg place if a proper survey had been
mede.

Hon. MR, KESWICK—The sdaries seem to
have increased, and there is a large expenditure on
quarters, office expenses, medicd charges, €c.

THE CHAIRMAN — Of course the daies

increase as the work progresses We want more men
inthetunnd the further we get in. The expenditurein
regard to the quarters is accounted for in this way:
Shatin was found to be very mdarious, and it was
decided on medica advice that the European daff
quarters should be & a consderable height above the
levd of thevaley. That necesstated alarger incresse

in expenditure.

Hon. MR, OSBORNE—Might | ask where the
money iscoming from for thisralway?

THe CHAIRMAN—You may remember thet in
1905 this Council passad an Ordinance to authorise
the Government to borrow a sum not to exceed
£2,000,000. Funds for the railway will be borrowed
under the authority of the vote under that Ordinance.

Hon. MR. OSBORNE—Where is the interest on
that money shown?

THe CHAIRMAN—You will find it in the
edimatesfor the current year.
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Hon. MR, OSBORNE — Is the interest
chargegbleto generd revenue?

THe CHAIRMAN—Itisso chargesble.

Hon. MR, KESWICK — Then we find
oursglves ligble for £1,000,000 serling for aline
22 miles long; that seems to me an exceedingly
large sum. | understand the country is difficult and
the tunnd will be exceaedingly expendve, but it
dill seems to me that some economies might be
mede in the execution of the work. A million
seems an extreordinary sum for 22 miles of
ralway.

Tve CHAIRMAN— am not an engineer, but

this has been pronounced one of the mogt difficult
pieces of ralway work in China

Hon. MR, HEWETT—O the railways dready
congructed that may be.

THE CHAIRMAN—Ta&king it on thewhdleit is
as difficult a bit of ralway as you will find

anywhere. | think | may say every economy has
been observed, and the rallway is being built as
chegply as possble. Of course you know where
the terminus is going to be, and there is a large
reclamation required, and thet adds to the expense.

Hon. MR, HEWETT—What is the origind
timein which thisrailway wasto be completed?

THe CHAIRMAN—The engineer in charge
hopesto finish about the middle of 1910.

Hon. MR, HEWETT—Weas that the origind
esimate? | understood Sir Mathew Nathan sad it
would be completed inthree years

THe CHAIRMAN —His lag edimae was
March 1910.

Hon. Mr. HEWETT—Is there any reasonable
ground for saying it will be then completed?

THe CHAIRMAN—It is extremdy difficult to
sy when you are dedling with tunnds. There is
not only one tunnd; there is more than one tunnd.
The quedtion as to how long it takes to build a
tunndl is one that no man could religbly prophesy.

| think mysdf we will certainly see the ralway
completed in about three years from dete. | think it
will be done by that time, and | think it will be
completed as soon as the Chinese section. Are
members prepared to recommend this vote?

Hon. MR, HEWETT— certainly for one am
not. The amount is a large sum of money, and |
think we should have more time to congder it. |
am certainly not prepared to vote for such alarge
expenditure on such short notice. | dont know
whether the other unofficial memberswill support
me. | have not spoken to them abot it.

Hon. MR KESWICK— think we should have
further detalls as to the work actualy completed
before voting in favour of such alarge sum. | think
we ought to be told what we have actully got for

our money.

THe CHAIRMAN—There is no dedre to rush
it through in any way. If members wish for further
information, and they give the Government the
particular points on which they desire information,
| shdl inform His Excdlency of their desres, and
His Excdlency will only betoo anxiousto givedl
the information in his power, but it would be
useful if we could have some definite point on
whichinformationisdesred.

Hon. Mr. KESWICK— think we might take
the main heads—What is the totd expenditure on
land, etc., and then we might be told how far the
tunnd has proceaded; how many roads have been
built, etc. It is redly information on the progress
that has been made and what remains to be done
thet we require—a progressreport.

THe CHAIRMAN—With regard to items like

land | am not in a position to give you the whole
information.

Hon. Mr. KESWICK— recognise that there
areitemstha we do not want to publish. We dont
wish to embarrassthe Government.

Hon. Mr. OSBORNE— would like to know

whether questions such as the route are decided
for us @ home by the engineers there or whether
the Colonid COfficids here decide them?



6 HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

THE CHAIRMAN —Everything incurring
large expenditure is submitted to the Governor,
and certanly is not undertaken without this
consent.

HoN. MR. OSBORNE—The colonists then,

practicaly spesking, control the expenditure,
anditisnot controlled by the officids a home.

THE CHAIRMAN — No, the Governor

certainly contralsin this matter. The saff cannot
incur large expenditure without consulting the
Governor.

HoN. MR. KESWICK—Might | ask you do
the conaulting engineers give an opinion, do
they give advice asto theline to be followed?

THE CHAIRMAN — Yes, cetanly. The
proposds are submitted to the engineers for
expert advice, but large expenditures cannat be

undertaken without the gpprova of the
Governor.

Hon. MR. OSBORNE—If the consulting
engineers decided tha a double track was

necessary, would they have power to build it
whether the Colony wanted it or not?

THE CHAIRMAN—NoO, not without the
consant of the Governor.

HoN. MR. KESWICK—Their duty is more
technicd than otherwise.

THE CHAIRMAN—They ae the expert
advisers on this particular dass of work. | will
report these proceedings to His Excdlency, and
| will undertake to get out a satement which |
hope will satisfy you.

The Committee then adjourned.




