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167H, APRIL 1908.

PRESENT:—

His ExceLLeENcy THE GOVERNOR — SR

FREDERICK JOHN DEALTRY LUGARD,
K.CM.G,CB.,D.SO.

His EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER COMMANDING
THE TROOPS, COLONEL C. H. DARLING.

Hon. MR. E H. MAY, CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. MR. W. REES DAVIES (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. MR A. M. THOMSON (Colonid
Tressurer).

HoN. MR. W. CHATHAM, cm.G. (Director of
Public Works).

HoN. MR. E. A. IRVING (Regigrar-Generd).

Hon. COMMANDER BASL R. H. TAYLOR,
R.N. (Harbour Magte).

HoN. DrR. HO KAI, M.B,CM.,.CM.G.
HoN. MR. H. E. POLLOCK, K.C.

HoN. MR. WEI YUK.

HoN. MR. E. OSBORNE.

HoN. MR. MURRAY STEWART,

MR. C. CLEMENTI (Clerk of Councils).

Minutes.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read,
and confirmed.

New M ember.

Mr. MURRAY STEWART took the oath and
asumed his seat asamember of the Coungil.

Papers.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by direction of
His Excdlency the Governor, laid on the table the
following papers—

Reports of the Captain Superintendent of Police
and of the Superintendent of the Fre Brigade for
the year 1907.

FHnancid Returnsfor the year 1907,

Report on Queen's Collegefor the year 1907.

Report of the Director of the Hongkong
Obsarvatory for the year 1907.

Returns of the Police Magidrates Courts for the
year 1907.
Report of the Regidrar of the Supreme Court.

Financial Minutes.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by direction of
His Excdlency the Governor, lad on the table
Financia minutes Nos. 14 and 15, and moved that
they be referred to the Finance Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Financial.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by direction of
H. E. the Governor, laid on the table the report of
the Fnance Committee (No. 5), and moved its

adoption.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Chinee Extradition Ordinance

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the the
firg reading of a Bill entitted an Ordinance to
amend the Chinese Extradition Ordinance, 1889.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, seconded.

His EXCELLENCY—Gentlemen, thisBill has
been introduced in order to meke adight dteration
inthe origind ordinance of 1889 in conseguence of
aruling given lately by the Full Court. The Tresty
of Tientsn, upon which the Ordinance of 1889 was
based, used the words " Chinese authorities.” The
Ordinance, however, substitutes the phrase
"Chinese Government," and the Full Court has
ruled that it would be necessary to obtain the usud
pledge that the prisoner will not betried for any
offence other than thet for which he was extradited
without being first returned to His Majesty's
dominions, from the Centrd Government itself and
not from the local authoritiesin the Two Kwang
Provinces as has hitherto been the custom. Since,
however, the ordinance does not use the actual
words employed in
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the Treaty upon which it is based, this ordinance is
intended to interpret what the meaning of the words
"Chinese authorities' shdl be. We have introduced a
short dlause to make it dear that the words "Chinese
Government" shdl indude the Viceroy or other
officer adminigtering a Provincid Government. This
isin accordance with what hasbeen the practicein the
Colony snce the passing of the Ordinance in 1889
and introduces no new procedure.

TheBill wasread afirst time.

THe ATTORNEY -GENERAL —1| ak the
permission of the Coundil to move the suspension of
the Standing Ordersin order to dlow this Bill to pass
through its subsequent sages. Itissmplein character
and it is dedrable that it should be given effect to as
soon aspossble

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved that the
Bill beread asecond time.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

The Council then resolved itsdlf into committee to
condder theBill dauseby dause.

On the Council resuming,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved that the
Bill beread athird time,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the Bill was read athird time and passed.

Foreign Corporations Ordinance.

THE ATTORNEY  GENERAL moved the
second reeding of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to
endble Foreign Corporaions to acquire and hold land
in the Calony. He sad—Sir, the preamble of the Bill
practicdly dates the object of it—"Whereas doubts
have arisen asto the power of Foreign Corporationsto
haold land in the Colony; and wheressit isexpedient to
remove such doubts and to enable such Corporations
to hold and acquire land therein." Severd Ordinances,
Sir, have recently been passed in regard to individual
companies, the dedre beng to ensure thet foregn
corporationswhich acquireland inthe

Colony shdl have a good title and shal be in no way
handicapped by the fat tha they ae foreign
corporations. The Government is of opinion thet
instead of passing piece-med legidation deding with
individud companies, it is desirable to have a generd
ordinance to admit foreign corporaions which by
virtue of their conditution are empowered to acquire
land and digpose of removable property within the
Colony to do so subject to thar complying with the
requirements of the Ordinance. | may say, Sir, thet this
Bill is rather more daborate than the Ordinances
recently passed. It is based on the same lines. It has
been fully conddeed. Pesons outsde the
Government have had an opportunity of looking into
it, and it has been generally accepted. It is somewhat
more generd in scope and more comprehensveinits
character. The object isto ensure that the Government
will not have to ded with individud applications in
regard to the acquistion of land. There should be a
comprehendve messure to ded with the whole
ubject.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

The Councdil afterwards went into committee to
condder theBill dause by dause.

Onresuming,

His EXCELLENCY reported that the Bill had
pased through committee.

Wharf and Godown Co.'sByelaws

THe ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to authorize
the making of Bye-laws by the Hongkong and
Kowloon Wharf and Godown Company Limited. He
said—This Bill confers on a certain company, the
Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown
Company, Limited, the power of making bye-lavsin
connection with the conduct of its businessand the
maintenance of order on its premises. It was
considered that the law of Hongkong was not
adequate asto trespass on private property and the
Government regards the cirumstances as of
exceptiona character and consdersthat such a Bill
giving the powers shown in the draft attached may be
fairly approved. Power, Sir, is reserved to the
Governor in Council to rgject from time to time any

bye-laws passed by the Company, and that power we
think is a sufficient check on any bye-laws
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that might be submitted which might encroach
on the public interest. The draft of the Bill has
been goproved by the Chamber of Commerce
here and the Government seesno objection toiit.

THE HoN. MR. KESWICK seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

The Coundil afterwards went into Committee
to condder the Bill,

Onresuming,

His EXCELLENCY reported thet the Bill had
passed through committee without amendment.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL—The Bill
being entirdy non-controversa | ask the
pemisson of the Councl to move the
suspenson of the Standing Orders in order that
the Bill be passed through the subsequent stages.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded,
and the mation was agreed to.

The Bill wasread athird time, and passed into
law.

Public Health and Buildings Ordinance
(Amendment) Bill.

The next order of the day was the second
reading of the Bill entitted an Ordinance to
anend the Public Hedth and Buildings
Ordinance, 1903, and The Public Hedth and
Buildings Amendment Ordinance, 1903.

THE ATTORNEY  GENERAL — With
regard to the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend
the Public Hedlth and Buildings Ordinance 1903,
the second reading has been moved, but |
undergtand it is not intended to proceed with it
to-day and | therefore move the adjournment of
the debate.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.

His EXCELLENCY —The Council gands

adjourned till this day fortnight. There will be a
mesting of the Finance Committee afterwards.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Finance Committee was
held afterwards, the Colonid Secretary presiding.
Thefollowing votes were passed:

Stregt Fire Alarms.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of Three thousand three hundred
Dadllars ($3,300) in ad of the vote, Police and

Prison Depatment, Hre Brigade, Specid
Expenditure, Street Hre Alarms,

School Repairs.

The Governor recommended the Counal to
vote a sum of Eight hundred Dollars ($800) in
ad of the vote Education, A—Ingpector of
Schools. Other Charges, Sayingpun Anglo-
chinese Schoal, Rent of Temporary Quarters.




