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141+, MAY 1908.

PRESENT.—

His EBExceLLency THE GOVERNOR — SR
FREDERICK JOHN DEALTRY LUGARD,
K.CM.G., CB., DSO.

His ExceLLENCY THE OFFicER COMMANDING
THE TrOOPS, CoLONEL C. H. DARLING.

Hon. MR, E H. MAY, cma. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. MR. W. REES DAVIES (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. MR, A. M. THOMSON (Colonid
Treeaurer).

HoN. MR. W. CHATHAM, cMmG. (Director
of Public Works).

HoN. MR. E. A. IRVING (Regidrar-cenerd).

Hon. CoMMANDER BASIL R. H. TAYLOR,
RN. (Harbour Mader).

Hon. DR. HO KAI, MB.,CM,,CMG.
SRHENRY BERKELEY, k.C.

HoN. MR. WEI Y UK.

Hon. MR. H. W. SLADE.

HoN. Mr. MURRAY STEWART,

MR. C. CLEMENTI (Clerk of Councils).

Minutes.

The minutes of the previous medting were
reed, and confirmed.

New Member.

Mr. H. W. SLADE took the oah and
assumed his seat asamember of the Council.

Papers.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
direction of His Excdlency the Governor, lad
on the table the Report of the Superintendent of
the Prison for the year 1907.

Financial Minutes.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
direction of His Excdlency the Governor, lad
on the table Financid minutes Nos. 19 to 23,
and moved that they be referred to the Finance
Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.

Financial.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
direction of H. E. the Governor, laid on theteble
the report of the Finance Committee (No. 7),
and moved its adoption.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.

Basement Byelaws.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY proposed
that the amendment to the Basement Bye-laws
under section 16 of the Public Hedth and
Buildings Ordinance of 1903 be gpproved.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.
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TheOpium Divans.

HoN. MR. MURRAY STEWART asked the
following questions sanding in hisname—

1 Isit true that His Mgesty's Government has
announced in the House of Commons an intention
of issuing immediately to the Government of this
Colony ordersto dosedl opium housesforthwith?

2. Did the Imperid Government communicate
this intention to the Colonia Government before
meaking the announcement; if so, how long before;
and why was information of such capitd
importance to the Colony withheld from members
of thisCouncil?

3. Has the Government now any explandtion to
offer, or any information to impart, on this subject?

H. E. THE GOVERNOR—On May 5th the
folowing tdegram was despached by the
Secretary of State and it reached me on May 6th:—

"Matter most urgent. His Mgesty’'s Government
has decided that seps mug be taken to dose opium
dens in Hongkong, as they recognise it is essentid
in dedling with the Opium quegtion in Hongkong
we mugt act up to the sandard st by the Chinese
Government. | propose to make a datement on
thoe lines in Paliament to-morrow night.
Despatch fallowsby mal. CREWE."

The datement was, you will observe, to have
been made on the evening of the day on which the
tedegram reached me. | cabled a once to the
Secretary of State asking him to defer the Satement
in the House and to await the receipt of a despatch
from me. | explained & some length the postionin
which the revenues of this Colony would be placed
and that | required a ressonable time, and |
explained some of the difficulties involved. The
Council will gppreciate the reasons which make it
inadvisable for meto quate thistdlegramin full. On
May 11th | received a reply from the Secretary of
Sate which was marked confidentid and | am
therefore not a liberty to quoteit in full. It informs
methat it was not possible to defer the datement in
Parliament as the matter was the subject of debate
on that day, and assured me that His Mgegy's
Government gppreciated the difficulties to which |
had referred and awated the arivd of my
despaiches. From the form in which the questions
are couched it would seem tha the honourable
member was under the impresson that there had
been, or might have been, a desire on my pat to

withhold from the Coundil information on these
matters which o vitdly affect the interests of the
Colony. | need hardly say that there has been no
such intention. The Council will observe thet the
firg intimation of any kind that | received regarding
this metter was on Wednesday last. The questions
now put were in fact received before the Secretary
of Stae's reply to my telegram had reached me.
Thet reply reached me on Monday evening. No
time therefore has been logt in acquanting the
Council with the decidon of the Secretary of Sate.
| may add that the Government is engaged in
asoertaining what losseswill be incurred by closng
thedivans (Applause).

Brewery Licences.

THEATTORNEY GENERAL moved thefirg
reading of a Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend
the provisons of the Liquor Licenses Ordinance,
1889, and to provide for the grant of brewery
licenses

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Evidence Ordinance.

THEATTORNEY GENERAL moved thefirs
reading of a Bill entited An Ordinance to amend
the Evidence Ordinance 1889.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the mation was agreed to.

Opium Ordinance.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the first
reading of a Bill entitted An Ordinance to prohibit
the Exportation of Prepared Opium to China,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

His EXCELLENCY —The Bill beforethe
Council is an ordinance to prohibit the
exportation of prepared opium to China. The
object of the bill is to prohibit the trade in
prepared opium between Hongkong
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and China, each country to take messures to
prevent the import into its own teritory. On
September 4th lagt | recaived a tdegram from the
Secrtary of State indructing me to undertake this
without any dday, in conultation with His
Maesy'sMiniger in Peking. | ascertained from the
Opium Farmer that he was perfectly ready to agree,
provided thet the Chinese took effective measures
for the same purpose It is in fact, entirdy to his
advantage snce the price of prepared opium in
Hongkong is about double whet it isin Canton, and
therefore any prepared opium smuggled into
Hongkong is, of course, to the detriment of his
monopoly. | informed the Minister a Peking that as
Hongkong is a free port and as we have no
preventative service here the Government could
not itsdf undertake any very effective measures for
preventing the import into Hongkong, but as the
opium farmer had promised to co-operate, | hoped
that exduson would be practicdly effective. On
Mach 27th | recdved a despach from His
Maegy's Miniger a Peking informing me that a
memorid had been presented on the 23rd to the
Throne and thet it had been followed by an
Imperid rescript sanctioning the proposd  and
ingructing the provincid authorities. The Viceroy
of Canton ingructed dl cusoms and likin gations
and dso thelocd authoritiesto take Sepsto prevent
the export of prepared opium to Hongkong. He
a0 issued a procdamation prohibiting this illicit
trade. This was confirmed by the Wai Wu Pu on
the 24th. | think therefore we may take it that China
has taken effective seps towards carrying out her
part of the bargain. Therefore, on the indructions of
the Secretary of State, this hill is now brought
forward in this Coundil. It will not gppreciadly
affect thetrade of thisColony and, if the epstaken
by China are effective to prohibit smuggling into
Hongkong, it will benfit the opium farmer.
The motion wasagreed to.

Regidration of Chemids.

THEATTORNEY GENERAL moved thefirs
reading of a Bill entitted An Ordinance to provide
for the regigration of Chemigts and Druggists and
to regulate the Sde of Poisons.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was held
afterwards—the Colonid Secretary presding. The

following votes were passed—

Miscdlaneous Services,

The Governor recommended the Councll to vote
a sum of Eleven thousand seven hundred and
ninety-one dallars ($11,791) in ad of the vote,
Miscdlaneous Sarvices, Other  Miscdlaneous
Savices

Regigrar General's Department.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote

asum of Two thousand three hundred and ninety-

six dallars ($2,396) in ad of the vote, Regidrar
Generd's Department, for the following items—

Personal Emoluments.
Emigration Sergeart, at £160 p. a for 9

months=£120 a 1/101/2=..........ccccoouu.....
3rd Grade Interpreter, a $960 p. a for 8

$1,280

Interpreter, & $144 p. a for 8 months=...... 9%
2 Didrict Watchmen, 1 a $180 and 1 a
$150p. a for 8months=.......ccccervvveuneeee.

Other Charges.
Photography of Regected Emigrants.......... 160
[0 [ $2,396

Transvaal Emigration Depot.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of Three thousand dollars ($3,000) in aid of
the vote, Miscdlaneous Sarvices, Purchase of
Transvad Emigration Depdt for Quarantine
Station.

Language Allowances

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of Sx hundred and thirty dollars ($630) in
ad of the vote, Police and Prison Departments, A.
—Police, for thefollowing items—
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Other Charges
Language BoNus...........coveeeneeneceneerecenen.
Language Study Allowance (Punjabi) to
Assigant Superintendent...........o.eeveneenn.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of Ninety dollars ($90) in ad of the
vote, Education, Depatment of Ingpector of
Schools, Sayingpun  Anglo-chinese  Schodl,
Other Charges, Language Study Allowance
(Chinese) to Head Mader.




