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18tH JUNE, 1908

PRESENT.—

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR: — SR

FREDERICK JOHN DEALTRY LUGARD,
K.CM.G,CB. D.SO.

His EXCELLENCY MAJOR-GENERAL
BROADWOOD (Generd Officer Commanding).

Hon. MR E H. MAY, cmG (Colonid
Secrdary).

Hon. MR- W. REES DAVIES, k.C. (Attorney-
Genegd).

HoN. MR. L. A. M. JOHNSTON (Colonid
Treasurey).

HoN. MR. W. CHATHAM, cMG. (Director of
Public Works).

HOoNMR.E. A. IRVING (Regigra-Generd).

HoN. CoMMANDER BASIL R. H. TAYLOR, RN.
(Harbour Madter).

HoN. DrR. HO KAI, M.B,CM,,.CM.G.
HoN. SRHENRY BERKELEY, k.C.
HoN. MR. H. E. POLLOCK, K .C.

HoN. MR. WEI YUK.

Hon MR.H. W. SLADE.

HoN MR. MURRAY STEWART.

MR. C. CLEMENTI (Clerk of Councils).

Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting were read,
and confirmed.

FinanceMinutes.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by direction of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table Fnancd
minutes Nos. 25, 26, 27 and 28 and moved thet
they be referred to the Finance Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded and
the resol ution was agreed to.

Resolution Under the Public Health Ordinance.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
following resolution under Section 170 of the
Public Hedth and Buildings Ordinance, 1905,
(Ordinance No. 1 of 1903).—

"Wherees gpplication has been duly mede by the
Sanitary Board to the Governor under Section 167 of the
Public Hedth and Buildings Ordinance 1903 for the
erection of a public latrine on the Ste now occupied by
No. 1, Chuk Hing Lane; and whereas such gpplication
having been approved by the Governor and anatification
of the intention to erect a public latrine upon such site
having been duly published in three successive numbers
of the Gazdte certain owners of propety in the
immediate vicinity of such dte have objected to such
erection; and wheress the objections so made have been
congdered by this Coundil; It is hereby resolved by this
Coundil that the above mentioned Site and the erection
thereon of apubliclatrine be gpproved.”

He said—In connection with this resolution
correspondence referring to the subject has been
circulated to hon. membersand no doubt they have
made themsdlves fully acquainted with the aspects
of the case. Asfar back as 1906 the erection of a
latrinein this particular hedlth digtrict, No. 4, was
recommended by the Civil Medical Officer of
Health. The Sanitary Board endorsed that
recommendation, and a Site was selected by the
Medica Officer of Hedlth after investigation asto
other suitable Stesin the digtrict in question. The
necessary formaities have been complied with and
the Site has been resumed by the Government for
the purpose in view. The objections which are
printed in the paper have been made by certain
residents in the vicinity. With regard to these
objections| can only say that | presume everybody
would rather not have alatrine near hisdwelling if
it could be avoided. At the sametime latrinesare
necessities. The Sanitary Board has on several
occasions urged the Government to increase the
supply of public latrines and in pursuance of the
policy which has been followed in recent years—
the Government sets asde annualy a certain sum
for the extension of the number of publiclatrines—
it isproposed to erect alarinein thisdidrict which,
asmembersknow, isin the very heart of the City of
Victoriaand is very crowded. There isno open
space there upon which a latrine under ideal
conditionscould be erected. It isthereforeto meet a
necessty that the Site should be acquired and the
public latrine be erected thereon. | may say that the
original proposal was to erect a
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latrine with 40 seats—that was recommended by
the Sanitary Board—but that has been modified
and the latrine proposed will contain Sxteen
seets only. The firg proposd was for a two-
gorey building but the present one is a one-
dorey building. Therefore there would be far
more open pace surrounding the new building
than would surround the one origindly proposed.
| have sad, | think, dl tha is necessary in
support of the resolution and | trust the Council
will approveof it.

THe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—]
beg to second the resolution. In doing so, | would
point out that it is practically impossible for the
Government to provide large open spaces around
these places, the vaue of the land being so high
and precticdly every portion of land in the
centrd didrict of the city being dreedy fully
occupied. In the present case, Sir, the cost for the
resumption done has been about $300 per seat
of accommodation afforded. It seems to me it
would become a very serious task to provide
accommodation to anything like the extent it
ought to be provided throughout the city.

The Hon. DrR. HO KAI — Before this
resolution is put to the Coundl | think we are
entitted to more information on the subject in
order to enable members of this Coundl to give
thelr votes in an intdligent manner. Here we
have an application by the Sanitary Board for the
erection of alatrine in a certain locdlity; the fact
has been advertised in compliance with section
168 of the Public Hedth Ordinance, and certain
objections were sent in by the neighbours. One
or two of the objections seem to me very cogent,
and | should like to hear some reference to these
from the Government so that we may know that
the objections have been wel consdered and
answered. | hold in my hand a print of one of the
letters sent in by the neighbours. It is dated 21t
May, It saes—"(1) The dte is dtuae in a
narrow lane surrounded by the back of tdl
houses three dories high. The gench, the
obnoxious flies and other evils atendant on a
public latrine will particularly affect the kitchens
of these immediatdy surrounding houses where
human food is prepared. (2) The owners of these
immediately surrounding houses have, recently,
in compliance with the requirements of the
Sanitary Board, opened more windows in these

premises directly facing the sad dte, with the
object of letting in pure and fresh ar into these
houses, but if a public latrine is erected, which
would be directly opposte to ther windows,
they will have bad and vitiated ar indead.” |
wish to draw atention to No. 2, which seemsto
be a very strong objection. We dl know that the
Government has cdled upon house owners to
open windows & the rear of thelr premises in
oder to get aufficent ar, and now the
Government by the erection of this ldrine is
compdling them to open their windows to admit
vitisted ar. This requires every condderation,
and | should be only too pleased to hear the
Government's answer to this. | quite admit that
latrines are necessary, but the Stes have to be
caefully sdlected, and from astudy of theplan |
am of opinion that the Steisasbad asit wdl can
be Frg of dl, it is in the centre of a block of
houses. In one direction it measures 30 fedt, in
another 27 ft. 2in., the breadth is 22 ft. 9 in. one
direction and 19 ft. 2 in. another. Asitisright in
the middle of ablock of houses, it ssemsto me
both hamful and insanitary. | think the
Government  before proceeding with  this
resolution might consider the objections which
have been raised. | would like to see the minutes
of the Medica Officer of Hedth or the Sanitary
Board before | record my vote.

The Hon. Mr. WEI-Y UK—I second that.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY—Sir, thisis
one of those questions which the Sanitary Board
has been congtituted to deal with. The Sanitary
Board has thoroughly investigated this question
and it has recommended that thislatrine be built
on thisste That decison wasarrived a after the
fullest investigation by the Medical Officer of
Health and, as| have already explained, itis
impossiblein the heart of this popul ous city,
except at prohibitive expense, to get asite that
will be surrounded by large spaces of air on dll
ddes. Thereareagreat many latrinesin the city
of Victoria—I have here a map showing the
latrinesin this particular part—and every one of
them is theoretically open to the very same
objection that the senior unofficial member has
urged against this particular one. It isavery
andl larine and thefact that itisinaddelaneis
inits favour. If it fronted on to a public
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dreet it would be more of a nuisance than where it
is. There is nothing inherently insanitary about a
wdl-kept latrine. There may be a certain odour
arigng fromit, but | think | can gate on the highest
authority that under the effident sysem of
upervison which obtains in this city no effluvia
will escape thet isin any sense dangerousto hedth.
As regards the other things mentioned, they can be
obviated by proper remova of the contents of the
latrine. | don't think that any serious objection has
been shown againg this latrine that could nat be
shown againgt dozens of other larinesinthe aity. If
these objections are to weigh againg the inditution
of thislatring, then dl | can say istha many other
latrines would have to be condemned as insanitary,
and thus make the provison of future latrines
practicaly an imposshility. | commend this
resolution with confidence to the Coundil. It is a
baby in the latrine family which is sponsored by the
Sanitary Board, and if the Sanitary Board cannot
guide us in matters of thiskind, | dont know what
this Council can do.

On theresolution being put to the vote,

His EXCELLENCY dedaed tha the "Ayes'
had it, but the Hon. Dr. Ho Kai asked for adivison
which resulted asfollows—

For the resolution—Hon. Mr. Sade, Hon. Sr
Henry Berkdey, Hon. Mr. Stewart, Hon. Mr.
Pollock, the Harbour Mader, Regidrar Generd,
Director of Public Works, Colonid Treasurer,
Attorney-Generd, Colonid  Secretary,  His
Excdlency the Generd.

Againg the resolution—Hon. Dr. Ho Ka and
Hon. Mr. Wel Yuk.

TheAppropriation Bill

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
third reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to
authorize the gppropriation of asupplementary sum
of One hundred and gxty-Sx thousand seven
hundred and thirty-five dollars and eghty-five
cents, to defray the charges of the year 1907.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Chemigsand DruggigsOrdinance

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved thet the
Council go into Committee on the Bill entitled An
Ordinance to provide for the regidration of
Chemigs and Druggists and to regulate the Sde of
Poisons

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded and
the motion was agreed to.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL sad thet the
Committee was adjourned on the last occason to
enable certain amendments to be framed to dause
11. He had had an opportunity of drafting
amendments which would meet with the gpprova
of the gentlemen concerned.

The Bill passed through committee and, there
being no objection, the Bill was dso read a third
time.

ThePublic Health Ordinance

His EXCELLENCY—The committee Sage on
the Public Hedlth and Buildings Ordinance sands
next on the orders of the day. An hour or two
before the meeting of this Coundil | received a
letter from the Chief Judtice commenting on certain
agpects of the debate which took place in this
Council last week. Thereceipt of thet |etter raisesa
conditutional point which | think deserves serious
condderation, and dthough | have given the mater,
in conjunction with the Attorney Generd, my most
careful condderation up to the last moment before
the assembling of the Coundil, | think it better to
postpone the committee Sage until next meeting of
the Council.

HoN. SR HENRY BERKELEY —Do you
postpone cong dertion of the entire Bill?

His EXCELLENCY—Yes. The only remaining

cdause is the one proposed by yoursdf. The
Council gands adjourned until Thursday next.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was held
after the Council—the Colonid Secretary presding.
Thefollowing voteswere passed:
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Public WorksExtraordinary

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of Sx thousand seven hundred
dollars ($6,700) in ad of the vote, Public Works
Extreordinary,  Sayingpun  Anglo-chinese
School Extension.

The Governor recommended the Coundll to
vote a sum of One thousand seven hundred
dallars ($1,700) in ad of the vote, Public Works
Extreordinary, 11, Victoria British School —
Additiond Storey to Quarters.

Water Works

The Governor recommended the Counal to
vote a sum of Eight thousand five hundred
dollars ($3,500) in ad of the vote, Public Works
Extraordinary, Miscellaneous Weter Works.

Public WorksRecurrent

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of Six thousand five hundred dollars
($6,500) in ad of the vote, Public Works
Recurrent, Maintenance of Kowloon Water
Works.




