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2ND JULY, 1908

PRESENT.—

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR: — SR

FREDERICK JOHN DEALTRY LUGARD,
K.CM.G,CB. D.SO.

His EXCELLENCY MAJOR-GENERAL
BROADWOOD (Generd Officer Commanding).

HoNn. MR E H. MAY, cmaG (Colonid
Secrdary).

HoN. MR. W. REES DAVIES, k.C. (Attorney-
Genegrd).

HoN. MR. L. A. M. JOHNSTON (Colonid
Treasurey).

HoN. MR. W. CHATHAM, cMG. (Director of
Public Works).

HoN MR. E. A. IRVING (Regigrar-Generd).

HoN. CommANDER BASIL R. H. TAYLOR,
RN. (Harbour Magter).

HoN. DR.HOKAI, MB.,CM.,CMG.
HoN. MR. H. E. POLLOCK, K.C.

HoN. MR. WEI YUK, CMG.

HoN MR. MURRAY STEWART.

MR. C. CLEMENTI (Clerk of Councils).

Minutes

Theminutes of the previous megting were reed,
and confirmed.

FinanceMinutes.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command
of H.E. the Governor, laid on the table Financid
minutes Nos. 31 and 32, and moved thet they be
referred to the Fnance Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded
and the resolution was agreed to.

Finandal.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command
of His Excdlency the Governor, laid on the table
the report of the Finance Committee (No. 11) and
moved itsadoption.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,

and themation was agreed to.
Paper.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command
of His Excdlency the Governor, laid on the table
corregpondence  rdating to the trander to the
Government of the Widows and Orphans
Penson Fund.

TheFloodsin South China.

His EXCELLENCY —Gentlemen, | rise to

propose a resolution which | much regret has not
been in the hands of hon. members earlier. The
matter is of some urgency, and the draft has only
been recaived from the printers in time to place it
onthetable a thismesting. Theresolutionis—

"That the Legidative Council of Hongkong desres
on behdf of the community, to convey to the Governor-

Generd of thetwo Kwang provinces itsdegp sympathy
in the appdling cdamity which has overtaken a large

part of the population of Kwangtung and Kwangd.

"It is further resolved that a sum of Thirty thousand
dollars be dishursad from the Generd Revenue of the
Colony as adonation from the Colony of Hongkong to
the Fund for the relief of the aufferers from the recent
floodsin the Kwangtung and Kwangs Provinces™

Hon. memberswill have seenintheloca Press,
and may have heard | daresay from other sources,
of the terrible cdamity which has overtaken the
inhabitants of the neighbouring provincesin South
Ching, with whom this Colony has dways
mantaned dose rdaions. | have not any
authentic information to lay before the Council
derived from officid sources, but | wrote severd
days ago to the British Consul-Generd in Canton
for confirmation of the reportswhich have reached
us Itis however, sufficient for usthet the Chinese
community in this Colony is fully convinced of
the extent of the cdamity, and of the enormous
loss of life and great disress which has been
caused by it. They have come forward themsdves
dready with that generosty and sympathy for
disresswhich we are used to associate with them,
and which forms such an admirable trait in the
Chinese character.
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The Tung Wah Hospitd Committee recently—
the day before yesterday, | think—sent a letter to
the Regigrar-Generd in which they daed that
"the present flood is probably one of the grestest in
history. The sudden burgting of the embankments
caught the people absolutely unprepared. The
number of those who were drowned is enormous.
Some escaped to eevated pots where they now
find themselvesin worse condition, asthey can do
nothing but wait for death." They asked me to
invite the European firms and merchants of the
Colony to assg in rdieving the sufferings of the
thousands of our garving neighbours. | discussed
with the Executive Council the steps we should
takeinthiscrigs and we conddered thet to open a
subscription lig as was done in 1903 under
omewhat dmilar circumdances, would a the
present time be unsatisfactory owing to the large
number of influentid and wedthy European
inhabitants who are absent from the Colony. It
would not, | think, adequatdly represent the
sympathy which we fed for the inhabitants of the
two Kwang Provincesin their digress

Hon. members will recollect that when
Hongkong suffered from the disastroustyphoonin
September, 1906, the Governor-General of the
two Kwang Provinces sent a handsome donation
to my predecessor for therdlief of the sufferersin
that typhoon; though in all probability the
numbers then affected were much smaller than
those affected by the present distress. The
resolution which | have read proposes that
$30,000 should be devoted from the revenue of
the Colony towards the relief of thisdistress. |
wish thet the sum were much larger, but looking to
the difficultiesin which, as hon. members are
aware, we are placed in regard to our finances at
the present time, | think it isas much aswe can
well afford. | trust however that the extent of the
generosity and sympathy of the European
community with the Chinesein their trouble will
not be measured by the extent of this donation.
Later on, when the Colony isreinforced by its
absent members we may be able to open a
subscription ligt with more sati factory resultsthan
would belikely to accrue at present. | hope hon.
members, by voting this resolution unanimoudly,
will show that we genuinely sympathise, and that
we at any rate give thisingalment at once on the

principle thet bis dat qui cito dat. (Hear, hear, and
applauss).

HoN. DR. HO KAI— have much pleasure in
seconding the resolution which you have put to
the Council Although we have not what may be
cdled officid confirmation of the calamity and its
extent, dill | think we may get some idea of it
from the memorandum which has been sent by
the Viceroy of Canton to the Chinese Governmen.
It has been published in the naive papers and |
believe in some of the European papers as well.
There the Viceroy reported to the Throne thet the
present flood isthe mogt cdamitous that has taken
place during the last 15 or 20 years, and he asked
the Throne to devote asum of money for the relief
of the sufferers in the Kwangtung and Kwangd
provinces. Thus we have some officid
confirmetion of the fearful dissster which haes
overtaken the poor people of these provinces by
reason of the recent flood. Sir, as you have dated
jus now, the Chinee Government in 1906
showed its sympathy with the inhabitants of
Hongkong when they suffered from the disastirous
typhoon, and subscribed a sum of 30,000 tadls
towards the rdief of the sufferers, and by voting
this $30,000 | think we are in ameasure returning
the kindnessand sympathy shown to usa thetime
of the typhoon. | am sure that hon. members and
every member of the community will, without
diginctions of nationdity or race, endorse the
action of the Government. As you say, Sir, the
amount is not very large, but it practicaly shows
to the Canton Government and people our
sympathy with them in their cdamity. For thet
reeson | have much pleasure in seconding the
resolution.

Themotion was agreed to.

Widows and Or phans Fund.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
fird reading of a Bill entited An Ordinance to
provide for the Trander to the Government of
Hongkong of the Widows and Orphans Penson
Fund and of the Management and Contral of the
Pensons of Widows and Orphans and to
congolidate the lawsin relaion thereto.
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He added—In connection with thisBill | begto lay
on the table by direction of your Excdlency,
correspondence  reding to the trandfer to the
Government of the sad fund. That correspondence
contains full information on the subject which | shall
be hgppy to supplement on the second reading. |
regret, Sir, that this Bill has not been in the hands of
hon. members earlier. The amount of printing &
present has been very heavy and | trugt hon. members
will excusethe short naticein conddering thisBill. As
thefirst readingisonly formd | trust they will read the
Bill for thefirg time to-day.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL seconded and the
motion was agreed to.

Exportation of Opium Ordinance.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved that
Coundl go into Committee on the Bill entitled an
Ordinance to prohibit the Exportation of Prepared
Opiumto China

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

His EXCELLENCY:—This Bill has been hdd
over for some weeks because | was unwilling to
proceed with it until 1 should been seen the Imperid
Edict under which the Govenment of China
undertakes to reciprocate our action. | accordingly
wrate to the British Minister a& Peking who replied in
a letter which | recaived yesterday that the Imperid
"rescript” which he had informed me had been issued
was in fact en "Edict," and should have been o
destribed. Thereistherefore no further need for dday.

The Bill passed through Committee with dight
amendments and was dterwardsread athird time.

ThePublicHealth Ordinance

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the
Coundil to dlow the Bill entitled an Ordinance to
amend the Public Hedlth and Buildings Ordinance
1903, and the Public Hedth and Buildings
Amendment Ordinance 1903, to be recommitted, as
there were cartain amendments which he desred to
move.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and

the motion was agreed to.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved an
amendment to dause 4. He said Clause 4 dedt with
the conditution of the Sanitary Board, and as the
method by which the unofficia numbers of the Board
were dected had been dtered, he proposad to amend
the dause s0 as to presarve the tenure of office of
unofficid members of the Board. Therefore it would
be necessary to provide for that in dause 4, and he
proposad to insert the words "Shdl not affect the
tenure of office of the present unofficid members of
the Sanitary Board, each of whom shdll continueto be
a member of the Board until the expiration of the
current term of his office™ He had dso to move a
further amendment to section 9 of the principd
Ordinance which refared to raepayers. In lieu of
ratepayers the dectors would be such persons as were
required to serve on common juries, ec.

Theseamendmentswere agreed to.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL —In regad to
Clause 85 of the Bill, ance the lagt meting of the
Coundil, Your Excdlency hes received a letter from
His Honour the Chigf Judice in reference to this
clause Theletter reeds—

Chambers,
Supreme Court, Hongkong,
g duly.

SR,— have noticed in the newspapersthat Your
Excellency has acted on the suggestion which | had
the honour to maketo Your Excdlency in my |etter of
18th Junelast in connection with the new Buildings
Ordinance. So far as| am able to judge from the
newspaper reports, the condtitutional point which |
raised is met by the amendment. | think it my duty,
however, to point out that the del etion of the sentence
which made it obligatory on the Governor in
Executive Council to submit aquestion of law to the
Full Court when requested by the opposite party
might possibly |ead to a conflict between the Court
and the Governor-in-Council, though not on a
condtitutiona question. | observed that the Attorney-
General said that he should advise the Governor in
Executive Council, in the event arising, to remit the
question when request is made by the opposite party.
But in the event of refusal very awkward questions
might arise to which, for greater
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caution, | am content to draw Your Excdlency's
attention before the bill becomes law. It gppearsto
me possble that the Court might be caled upon to
require the Governor in Executive Coundl, in spite
of such refus, to date a case for the next Full
Court, when a quedtion of difficulty and ddicacy
would be rased, which | sugget to Your
Excdlency it would be better if possbleto avoid. |
have not seen the artide as amended, but there is
one further point on which | have been somewhat
exercised and to which | think it right also to draw
Your Excdlency's atention. Isit quite clear thet the
question will come before the Full Court to be
argued by both sdes unless, of course, one party
meakes default? The Court cannot act as adviser to
the Government. As| say, | have not seen the text
of thearticle, and it may be that thereisno room for
doubt on thisquegtion.

| have the honour to be
Your obedient servant,
() E T. PccorT.

WHI, Sir, the effect of that letter as regards
paragraph 1 is thet in the view of His Honour the
Chief Judtice, the Court might be asked to order by
mandamus the Governor-in-Council to date a case
for the opinion of the Full Court if the gppellant
dedres it, and the Governor-in-Council has not
acquiesced in the gpplication. The dause asit reads
vess a discretionary power in the Governor-in-
Council. The words are "The Governor-in-Council
may a any time in his discretion.” In my humble
opinion, assuming the discretion has been fairly
exercised, no proceedings for mandamuswould lie.
If the duty cast on the Governor-in-Coundl be of a
judicid character a mandamus would be granted
only where there is a refusd to perform it in any
way; not where it is done in one way reather than
another, erroneoudy ingeed of properly. In other
words, the Court will only indgt that the person
who isto judge shdll act as such; it will not dictate
inwhat way hisjudgment shal be given. It was not
the intention of the Coundll, when it passed the
clause asit dands a present, that the discretion of
the Governor-in-Council, which will & al times be
fairly exercised, should be fettered. Having regard
to the language of the Chief Judtice thet "the Court
might be caled upon to require the Governor-in-

Executive Coundil, in spite of such refus, to Sate
a case for the opinion of the Full Court, when a
quegtion of difficulty and ddlicacy would be raised
which | suggest to Your Excelency it would be
better if possble to avoid—having regard to the
remarks of his Honour the Chief Judice the
Government proposes to insart & the end of dause
85 express words to meet the gpprehensions of the
Chief Judice "No proceedings by way of
mandamus, injunction, prohibition or other orders
shdl be taken againg the Governor-in-Council in
respect of anything arising out of thisaction." | may
explain, Sir, that this will not affect the Common
Law remedies which exig in the previous dauses,
but smply, having regard to the opinion of the
Chief Jugticein referenceto the phraseology, it only
providesthet the rights of the Governor-in-Council,
the discretion vegted in the Governor-in-Coundil,
shdl not be fettered in any way by any such
application.

HoN. MR POLLOCK proposed an amendment
to section 265A by insarting the words "by order™
in line 14. His object, he explained, was to make
section 265A fit in with section 265B.

The amendments were accepted and passed.
Council then resumed.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL— think, S,
that the Bill has been thoroughly thrashed out, and
al contentious meatters are a an end. | would move
that the Bill beread athird time.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

THE HON. MR. MURRAY STEWART:—The
importanceto the Colony of thelegidation whichis
now before usinitsfina stagewill, | hope, be hed
to judtify the somewhat unusua but not disorderly
course of reaffirming certain relevant truths, by
way of prefaceto the Third Reading. Eventhe old
resdent has his uses, and one of theseisto remind
thisrapidly changing community of the continuity
which runs through its somewhat chequered
existence. Newcomers and short sojournersin our
midst—those to whom lifein Hongkong is merely
a dull or a pleasant interlude—may
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hardly redlise how that sense of continuity lendsan
intereg to an otherwise humdrum occasion likethe
present, in the eyes of those who have watched the
forging of the long chain of causes and effects in
which it is an additiond link. | did not join in the
debate on the second reading because the
comprehengve speech with which it was opened
left nothing thet could, & the time, advantageoudy
be added in upholding the main principle. In the
position of an avowed adherent of that principle, to
ligen to the firg spesker's overwhelming attack in
defence of it, wasmuch like whet | imagineit must
be to weatch, from some coign of vantagein therear,
the ddivery of a brilliant and successful cavdry
charge. To have followed in support would have
been to trample on fdlen enemies The enemies
then ridden down are the ideas which every now
and then rally round someone who raises a cry for
representative inditutions in this Colony and who
agitates for a municipdity as a fird gep. In
commenting a the time on the vigour of that
ondaught, Your Excelency proceeded upon the
assumption that the fallen were dead. | know them
of old. | knew that they were only down, not done
for, and inasmuch as they have risen up snce and
show sgns of recovery | propose briefly to return
to the charge. It may, | think, advantageoudy be
reeffirmed that these idess have no influentid
backing in this Colony; thet they are neither 0
widdy nor 0 tenacioudy held as might be
upposed by anyone deriving hisimpressons from
utterancesin thelocd Press Of onething | am very
sure—that they are hdd in scant favour by the
leeding members of the mercantile community.
Theleading members of the mercantile community
do not want to govern municipaly, and they
certanly do not want to be governed municipdly,
under any so-cdled popular system. The consenus
of opinion is that under the specid circumstances
of our environment the exiding system is suiteble
enough. True, asregards the working of the sysem
they frequently make free use of the right of every
Briton. But as regards the principle of authority in
our municipd affairs resing with the servants of
the Crown thereispractical unanimity among those
for whom | ek, and on ther behdf |
congraiulate the Government upon having
maintained it. The Government are further to be
congratulated upon having kept Seadily in view the

fundamentd principle of the origind Bill, whichin
turn is grounded upon the essentid economic fact
of our existence.

Hongkong is a wharf. That is its primary
function. Itsfunction asawarehouseis secondary.
Soisitsfunction asamart and distributing centre.
If shipsdo not come hereto discharge, therewill be
nothing to buy, sell, or distribute except granite.
The shores of the old world are strewn with the
crumbling ruins of cities formerly enjoying
prosperity akin to ours, great commercial
emporiums, busy and thriving ports from whose
quays the stream of commerce has, for one reason
or another, been diverted—the sudy of the causes
of whose decline has a special claim upon the
attention of al concerned in guiding the destiny of
any modern maritime city. Humanly speaking,
however, we may confidently rely upon the natural
advantages of the harbour to attract shipping, if
only we can keep the port free and uninfected. To
ensure this by all available legislative and
adminigtrative meansis the bounden duty of the
Government. That isthe half of the truth which
appeals mog powerfully to the mercantile section
of the community. The mandate contained in the
petition of 1901 wasissued on the strength of it.
But though it is the bounden duty of the
Government to 0 legidate and adminigter, it isaso
theirsto seethat they go no step beyond thet duty in
the direction of imposing onerous burdensupon the
community; it isincumbent upon them to take care
thet in the endeavour to secure the hedth of the port
they do not unnecessarily impair the wedlth of the
port, either by scaring capital away from property,
or by harassing unduly the Chinese population,
upon whose content and well-being, equally with
tonnage, our prosperity depends. Thisisthe other
half of the truth which naturally impressesitself
upon the property owning section of the
community. Thisisthe half of the truth which the
report of the Sanitary Commission energetically
advanced. Truth emerges from the opposition of
half-truths. To find the point at which truth so
emergesis one of the functions of Government.
The contention over the public hedlth has dways
obviously been a collision of half truths, and
though to someit may seem unprofitableto discuss
i nterdependent



HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 87

interegts as though they were divergent, it isalmost
necessary for purposes of discusson to condder the
community by sections Propaty owners are a
highly important section of the community, but
those respongble for the adminidration of the
Colony are under an obligation to look over the
heads of property owners as a class They must
adopt a higher gandpoint and take a broader view
— a view involving the wides possble
condderation of the interests of the community asa
whole. Formerly, aswedl know, it was the fashion
to censure the Government for an dleged fallureto
redise this. It usad fredy to be sad that the well-
being of the Colony auffered owing to the
Adminigration having adopted too lenient a view
of the duties of ownership. | do not forget the Sate
of public feding in 1896 when people wert in fear
of ther lives. There was not much sympathy for
property ownersin those days. The Colony wasthe
victim of ther cupidity. The Government was
culpably negligent for not having restrained their
greed. They deserved no mercy in the maiter of
compensation or otherwise. They ought to be made
to pay. Anyone who will take the trouble to reed
the report of the Commission gppointed in thet year
may discover for himsdf the origin of dl
subsequent sanitary legidation. There he will find
the spokesmen of the community advocating
laying upon the property owners the cogt of
improvements.  In the years immediady
ucceeding, public interest in the maiter to some
extent waned. The American-Spanish war darted a
tidd wave of prosperity. Plague showed signs of
abatement. Property advanced in price. The profits
were widdly didributed. The shortcomings of the
Government were dmogt as widdy forgotten. In
the year of Chinds tribulation in particular, money
poured into the place and no one was very much to
blame for anything. But, in 1901, when plague
broke out agan as bad as before, was there ever
such an incompetent Adminigration? And then
again the usud comment was that our commercia
prosperity had been sacrificed to the interests of the
landlords

The deduction to be made from a survey of the
past fourteen years seemsto be that the degreein
which the claims of property owners areto be
considered, and the degree in which the
Government are to be blamed for considering them
too much, vary in direct ratio to the number of

plague cases. The truth of this deduction has
recaived striking confirmation during the last four
months. The introduction of this Bill was made the
occason of an outburg of sympathy in the press
with the hardships of propety ownes The
Commisson was held to have championed ther
cause, and it was prodamed in flaring headlines
thet the Commisson had been flouted. The chief
need in this Council was sad to be for determined
oppodtion to the Government, in the threstened
interests of property, and these were abandoned,
amod in despar, after the debate on the second
reading. And yet three weeks ago when a dause
which in its origind form was sad by property
experts to spdl ruin, and which was unofficdly
opposed asintroducing a certain burden of doubtful
benefit, the representaions of the unofficid
members were discountenanced, and  the
Government were urged not to ligten to the wail of
property owners. Why this change of attitude? It
can hardly be explained unless we assume it to
have been caused by the regrettable increase in
plague cases during the period intervening between
the introduction of the Bill and the Committee
dage. Tha isthe way | explain it, and herein is to
be found in miniagure the higory of sanitary
legidationinthisColony.

If the Government in their desire to comply
with the petition of 1901 erred on the side of
severity, itisonly an instance of thefirst law of
motion to obtrudeitself into human affairs. And
it therefore appearsto meto display the exisence
of arather poor spirit in any section of the
community which seeksto throw dl the blame
for defectsin the resulting legidation—defects
be it noted which have Snce reved ed themsdves
—upon the shoulders of the permanent officids.
Thosewho, like mysdlf, Sgned that petition, will
feel that the community can without undue
generosity consent to share whatever blameis
needful to be borne for the wrongs which this
Ordinance seeksto st right. It is now admitted, |
take it, that the Government were too lenient
towards property owners prior to 1903, and that
since then they have not been lenient enough.
Thisadmission isimplied by the recognition of
the necessity for the present ordinance. That the
necessity was amply recognised by the officials
of the Government has been
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demondrated by the indefatigable manner in which
they have driven to find ways and means of
reconciligtion and agreement. The numerous
preliminary meetings, held between the permanent
officids immediady concaened and those best
quaified to spesk with technica knowledge on
behdf of the property owners, rdieved this Coundil
of dl the hard work and the members who were
not thus engaged are able to praise, without If
praise, the results in reasonable compromise which
have been achieved. The actud work of drafting
such a congtantly changing document must have
been prodigious, and those upon whom it mainly
fdl are to be congratulated upon the sght of the
end of their labours, and upon the lively hope that
these have not been undertaken in vain. At least in
this hope al sections of the community may unite,
and dso, | venture to think, in the belief that dl the
earnest work, dl the tedious pains, dl the anxious
thought and care didtilled into these few pages of
print have not been thrown away, but on the
contrary have greetly improved the machinery of
the origind Bill. For the satisfactory running of it
we must now ook to the same individual assduity
that has wrought this improvement, and which,
compounded with commonsense, should act as a
lubricant to decrease friction and prevent jars. Of dll
needlesdy narrow interpretations of the powers of
the Building Authority we shdl hope to have heard
the lagt. To trugt greatly isto expect greet things. In
paticular we shdl expect gredt things from the
persond qudlities of the new executive heed of the
Sanitary  Department, upon whose tact and
adminidrative judgment we mus redy for the
enligment of the sympathy and co-operation of the
Chinese—without which, when dl is sad and
done, the Government can do next to nothing. The
cause of plagueis obscure. How the rat getsit who
can say? But how men get it from rats we know.
The cause is obscure but the cure isdeanliness To
persuade the Chinese of thet is the crux of the
whole guegion. How much can be done dong
these lines by persond representetion and
leedership was proved by Sr Henry Blakes
notable experiment made seven years ago. The
successful adminidration of the law will depend
upon the human agency employed, but thet after dl
is not the business of this Coundil. The busness of
this Coundil is to pass good laws and in the belief
thet thisamending, and much amended, Ordinance

can now be so regarded, | shdl record my vote in
favour of the Third Reading. That the letter of the
law is now perfect | do not assart, but thet it ison
the whole stidfactory, | venture to affirm. And 0
a theenditispossbleto see, and itisonly right to
say, unofficidly as wel as officidly—and in the
position which | temporarily occupy in this Councl,
aswell asfor another reason, it gives me particular
stidaction to say —that the result of the
gopointment of the Sanitay Commisson has
proved to be a distinct benefit to the Colony. When
the fird bitterness of the contention set up by thelr
report is recaled and is contrasted with the present
reasonable attitude digplayed in public utterances
concerning it, there would appear to be reason for
thinking that public opinion favours the idea that
the preet is a suitéble occeson for the
Government and the community to adopt the good
old cugom of sheking hands after a fight; and,
joining in the terms of the genera confession, to
agree to go forward with the added drength of
mutud  support and confidence in waging
unremitting warfare againg the fell disease which
a intervals has s0 sordly afflicted humanity since
the beginning of higory. In combating it the
community has been divided long enough by
opposing haf truths. It istime to seek union in the
whole truth. The whole truth is thet in our right
minds we dedire, dl of us, the dl-round well-being
of the Colony, and this whole truth should make us
free— free from myopic views and divisond
grife—and bound only by the duties the daims
and the aspirations of our common ditizenghip.

His EXCELLENCY —Gentlemen, |
wel come the speech of the hon. member who has
just sat down. He has spoken in his usual e oquent
terms, in summing up the general motives of this
bill. I think 1 too may congratul ate the Council on
having at last got this heavy task off its hands, a
task to which everyone of us has given the utmost
thought and attention with the desre to achieve the
best we could in theinteress — may say the often
conflicting interests—involved in its production.
Our object has been on the one hand to preserve the
interests of sanitation in this Colony, which has
been liable year after year to plague, and whichis
never free from disease. On the other hand to do no
violence to property
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ownersand to avoid, if possble, the depreciation of
property, and on the other hand nat to dienate the
fedings of the Chinese, but to endeavour in amore
energetic way than perhaps ever before, to enlist
their sympathy and co-operation with usin order to
cary out our desres in the mater of sanitation.
And we hopeto enlig that sympethy, not merely by
meaking the terms of the Ordinance less dradtic, but
by endeavouring to get them to understand the
meaning of the ordinance and how by carrying it
out they will be working for ther own good
(applause). The second point on which the hon.
member who represnts the Chamber  of
Commerce dwdt—and | followed his remarks
with the grestest pleasure—was that during the
long discussion on thisbill it has been the desire of
the Government to ligen to evay possble
agument and discuss it fully, and by means of
conferences held outsde this chamber to amooth
the way when difficult pointsarose so asto arrive a
unanimity, and avoid friction, even a the risk of
having to commit, and recommit and recommit
again, aswe have done during the last two or three
weeks. | am glad too, thet a the close of his peech
he anticipated me in one remark which | had it in
my mind to make, and that was to congratulate the
Sanitary Commisson on the ultimate result now
achieved by the passing of this Bill. That
Commisson, as | have frequently said in this
chamber, has merited the gratitude of the Colony,
and | think that after their long twelve months
work they may fed legitimatdy proud in thet they
were the prompting cause of the inauguration of
this Bill. 1 would, however, take objection to the
phrase that the Government should now shake
hands with ther opponents in the good old way
which was the cugtom after a fight. | maintain we
have not fought. (Hear, hear). We have had
legitimate argument, each Sde representing its own
point of view, and we have examined each point of
view. The Government does not admit having
teken up a diandricdly antagonidic attitude
towards the Sanitay Commisson, or towards
anyone d<e and for my pat | cetanly disdam
any suchfeding. (Applause).

The Bill was then read a third time, passed, and
became |aw.

His EXCELLENCY —
adjourned until next Thursday.

Council dands

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was then
hed, the Colonid Secretary presding. The
following voteswere passed—

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
a sum of Two thousand two hundred and twenty-
one dalars ($2,221) in ad of the vote, Harbour
Magter's Department, for the following items—

A—HARBOUR OFFICE
Personal Emoluments.
* Allowances for Panting Numbers
on Junksto—3rd Grade Clerk, &

B30 e $ 15
2 5th Grade Clerks and Shroffs, a

BB ...t 36
Inspector of Junks and Cargo Boats,

= VRS O OO 0
Assdant Inspector of Junks and

Cargo Boasa $120..........cooveveenene 60
3rd Grade Assdant Ingpector of

Junksand Cargo Boats, a $90...... 45

11 Police Officers, in chage of
Outdations, 4 & $180, 4 a $120,

and3a $e0each.......cceeeverrecrnne 690
3 Police Congables a Outdations, 2
a$0exch & 1a$90........... 120
3 Seamen, $24 eaxh......coeerverrnnes 36
34 Boamen, 10 a $24, 12 a $18
and12a $12each......coeeeeeveernne 300
20 Police Boamen a Outddions,
13a$24,& 7a $18eech............. 219
Panter, @ $48.......oveeeeeeeeeeseresinens 24
—%$1,635
Other Charges.
Paints, Brushes &c., for Panting
Number on JUNKS, .....ccoceveeeereveeenee 550
E—STEAM-LAUNCHES
Steam-Launch Daisy
Personal Emoluments.
* Allowances for Panting Numbers
on Junk to.—
Engineer, a $24,.......coeovereerrrrrseeis $12
2 Seamen; a 24 exch.......oeeeeee. 24
— 36
Totd $2.221

* For 6 months from 1t July to 31t Decembr,
1908.

Charitable Services

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of Thirty thousand dollars (30,000) in aid of
the vote, Chaitable Savices, Other Charitable
Allowances,



