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30TH JULY, 1908

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR. — SR
FREDERICK JOHN DEALTRY LUGARD,
K.CM.G,CB. D.SO.

MalrR - GeENeraL  BROADWOOD,
(Generd Officer Commanding).

Hon. MR, FE H. MAY, cma. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. MR. W. REES DAVIESK c., (Attorney-
cengrd).

HoN. MR. L. A. M. JOHNSTON (Colonid
Treasurer),

HoN. MR. W. CHATHAM, cMm.G., (Director
of Public Works).

HoN. MR E. A. IRVING (Regigrar-cenerd).

Hon. CommanDER BASIL R. H. TAYLOR,
RN. (Harbour Mader).

HoN. DR. HOKAI,MB.,CM.,CMG.

HoN. MR WEI YUK, cM.G.

HoN. MR MURRAY STEWART.

Hon. MR. H. A.W. SLADE.

HoN. MR. W. J. GRESSON.

MR. C. CLEMENTI (Clerk of Councils).

Minutes.

The minutes of the previous meeting were
read, and confirmed.

Financial Minutes.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
command of His Excdlency the Governor, lad
on the table Financid minutes Nos. 39 and 41
and moved tha they be referred to the Finance
Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded,
and the mation was agreed do.

Financial.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command
of His Excdlency the Governor, lad on the
table the report of the Finance Committee (No.
13), and moved its adoption.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER Seconded.

HoN. MR. S_.ADE—Beforethismotionisput |
should like to ask for information on one point.
It iswith reference to the vote of $186,500 for
the typhoon refuge for small craft. That, |
understand, includes the cost of the dredger "<t.
Enoch,” £15,000. | was not here at the last
meeting, and did not hear the explanations
given in Finance Committee, but since my
return to the Colony | have seen agaementina
prominent position in one of the morning papers
inwhich it is stated that the purchase of the"t.
Enoch" for £15,000 has cost the taxpayers
$100,000 more than it might have done. |
presume that means that the Government might
have bought the dredger "canton River" at a
cost of £5,000, which isthe difference between
the two amounts. | can hardly see how that is
possible, because | happen to know myself
about the cost of the "canton River" to the
present owners, and | cannot conceive that they
would be willing to part with the vessd at such
aprice. But the statement was given avery
prominent position, and | think, Sir, that an
explanation is duethis Coundl before the report
on the Finance Committee is adopted, asto how
this statement could have been made. Thereare
other pointswhich are raised in that particular
article with reference to the comparison and
capabilities of the two dredgers. | am not an
expert mysdlf, and cannot comment no that, but
| presume that the Government
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must have thoroughly well satisfied themsalvesthat
the dredger which they were buying was in every
way fitted for the purposesto which it isbeing put.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—Sir, |
welcome the opportunity which has been given me
to contradict the gross mistatements which
appeared in the article to which my hon. friend has
dluded. The "Canton River," as it happens was
bought by the same firm from whom the
Government purchased the "Saint Enoch.” It was
brought here in 1899, having been acquired as a
second-hand vessd from one of the home ports to
perform the work which ultimately devolved upon
the "Saint Enoch." The firm in question paid some
£6,000 to execute certain repars and works to the
vessH before she was sent to the Ead, and | think
thet in itsdf is a guarantee that she was not in the
bes condition when they purchased her. | am
unable to give the relative detes of congruction of
these two vessds, but | dont think that any one
could cometo the condlusion that oneisamore up-
to-date vessd than the other. The "Canton River”
was sunk in the typhoon of November, 1900, and
dhe lay for eight months a the bottom of this
harbour, a circumdance scarcdy caculated to
improve the condition of any vessd of that type.
With regard to the question of price, Sir, | hope |
am not reveding any secrets, but | have ascertained
thet at the present moment the "Canton River” is
offered for sdle & £22,000 as compared with
£15,000 the amount for which the Government
acquired the "Saint Enoch.” That, Sir, is practicaly
50 per cent more ingead of $100,000 less In
regard to efficiency, Sir, it S0 happens that the
vess have conducted operdtions of an exactly
amilar kind inthisharbour, and the result isthet the
"Saint Enoch’” is found to perform three and a half
trips during which she conveys 700 tons each time
as compared with the "Canton River's’ three trips
with 400 tons each time; a totd of 2,100 tons for
the "Saint Enoch" as againg 1,200 for the "Canton
River." | think, Sir, it isamogt unnecessary for me
to dilate further on the relative merits of the two
vesHls, but some reference was made to ther
ability to dredge Causaway Bay. As regards that
point, | may say that the"Saint Enoch" draws 13ft.
5in. when loaded and | believe the "Canton River”
draws afoot less, so that in no case is @ther of the
vess's cgpable of dredging Causaway Bay without

pefoming a vad amount of absolutdy
unnecessary work. Againg that | may say that for
dredging the harbour, which is redly the most
likdy work for which the dredger would be
required, the "Saint Enoch” is capable of dredging
a depth of 48 feat as compared with the "Canton
River's’ 35 fedt.

TheTyphoon

His EXCELLENCY—Beforewe proceed to the
business of the day, | think it will be fitting for me
to say a few words regarding the terrible disaster
which befd this Colony on the night of the 27th. |
am told that the force of the wind in this lagt
typhoon was very much greater than that inwhet is
genedly known as "the great typhoon' of
September, 1906. But | am glad to say that o far as
we are aware—with the one terrible exception of
the loss of the"Yingking" avessd whichissad to
have had on board from 300 to 400 persons of
whom only about 50 were saved— bdieve the
loss of the life on this occason in the harbour was
much less than on the former occasion, and | hope
that when al the reports are recaived we dhdl find
it is comparativey amdl. But while the loss of life
has not been so greet we Hill have to deplore an
enormous loss of property by sea A very large
number of junks and other vessds were driven
ashore, wrecked or sunk, and in conseguence the
livdihood of alarge number of Chinese has been
taken from them. Thelosson shoreis, undoubtedly,
very much greater than it wasin September, 1906. |
cannot now give the Councl any accurate detalls
and | will not therefore attempt to give any details
at dl, because reports are fill coming in and we do
not yet know exactly what damage has been done.
We know, however, there has been a vey
condderable loss of life on shore through the
fdling of Chinese houses in various quarters, but |
hope that when we have the full reports we shdl
find thet any anticipation of greet loss of life will
not be verified.

Though it is aterrible thing, gentlemen, to
think of the numbers of people who are
homeless and houseless, and of the numbers
who have been killed, on most of these occasions,
and | think prominently on thisoccasion, thereis
one relieving feature. We
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hear on al Sdes of the gdlant way in which dl the
community rose to the occason and rendered help
to those who needed it. The palice in Hongkong
have nobly maintained the reputation of which they
are the proud possessors for gdlantry in such
circumgtances, and for devotion to duty. We heard
too of the gdlant rescue by one of the boats of the
Royd Navy, and there are many, dmost countless,
ingances, of individua gdlantry by membersof all
classes of this community. | have recaived two
telegrams so far. One which has been published in
thelocd papers, from my predecessor, Sr Matthew
Nathan, conveying his regret a the terrible news,
and another recaived this morning from Admira
Lambton in the same sense. | have not received, 0
fa, ay tdegramn from the Secretay of Sate,
because | tdegraphed mysdf somewhat lae, and
only when | could send something like rdigble
news of what had happened. In dl probability | will
oet areply tlegram before the day closes.

We have had reason to discuss the finances of
the Colony very frequently of late and the present
losses, which | anticipate, will reach somewhere
about $100,000, will be a a consderable blow in
the present date of our finances My predecessor,
when spegking in this Council room immediaey
after the typhoon of 1906, referred to the "set back”
the Colony then recaived, and he expressd
confidence thet it would be met in an undaunted
spirit. We have, on this occason, larger materid
losses to regret than there were on that occasion,
but 1 have no less confidence than he had that
whatever necessty may arise for medting these
difficulties, the Colony will face it without
flinching. | do not aticipate tha it will be
necessary to raise any fund for therdlief of distress,
aswe have abdancein hand from the last fund, but
at the sametime | cannot speak absolutely, because,
as | have sad, | have not yet recaived full reports
from the various didricts | am in hopes that
throughout the greeter part of the New Territory the
paddy crops had dready been harvested, and that
any greet loss of crops need not be anticipated.

Hon. COMMANDER TAYLOR — Your
Excdlency, if | might be permitted to say a few
words, | would mention that Snce | sent inin my
report of damage donein the harbour, | find thereis
one ineccuracy in it. Thet is that No. 3 poalice
launch, which was reported lost & Mirs Bay, is
perfectly safe. When | put in the report yesterday |
had not recaeved any news regading the

lighthouses, but now | find tha no damage
whatever has been done to any lighthouses in the
Colony (Applause).

The Colonial Satutes Or dinance.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL-—AS regards
the firgt order of the day, the second reading of the
Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Evidence
(Cdonid Satutes) Ordinance 1908, | ak the
permission of the Council to withdraw thet order. |
find, Sr, it would be necessty to make the
ordinance amenable to the Imperiad Act bearing on
thissubject. That being S0, it meansthe recadting of
the Ordinance, and | ak tha the order be
discharged.

Agreedto.
Widows and Or phansPesuion Fund

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thet the
Council go into Committee on the Bill entitled An
Ordinance to provide for the Trandfer to the
Government of Hongkong of the Widows and
Orphans Pendon Fund and of the Management
and Control of the Pendons of Widows and
Orphans and to consolidate the laws in relation
thereto.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

OnClause?,

HoN. MR STEWART sad that it did not seem
equitable that officers on haf pay should pay 4 per
cent to thefund on their full sdlaries,

THECOLONIAL SECRETARY replied that the
point had been raised before. People seemed to
think that pendons grew out of the ground. Penson
tables were calculated on the assumption that the
contributors paid 4 per cent to the fund throughout
the year, whether they were on full or haf sdaries.
To adopt the amendment suggested by the hon.
member, it would be necessary to recast the whole
pension tables. They would either have to reduce
the penson or increase the contribution, otherwise
an extra burden would be imposed on the taxpayers
now that the Fund had been taken over by the
G o v e r n m e n t
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He had no doulbt contributors would be ddlighted to
have that amendment carried, but in the interests of
taxpayers, for whom he was spesking, he could not
adviseit.

His EXCELLENCY—The point raisd affects
one of the fundamentd principles of the Bill upon
which the pengon tables have been cdculaed, and
sncethe Bill has passed its second reeding, it is not
now feesbleto cdl those principlesin question.

HoN. MR STEWART withdrew hisamendmernt.

The HARBOUR MASTER pointed out that a
bachd or received back hdf of hiscontributions and
he did not see why awidower should not benefit in
like manner.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY explained that
a bachdor imposed no risk on the fund and
therefore he received back haf of his contributions,
but if he married heimpased arisk on the fund. He
might predecease his wife, and respongbility
would devolvethereby on the fund.

THEHARBOUR MASTER sad the contributor
before his marriage should get every advantage a
bachelor recaived.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER pointed out
that the man who had contributed to the fund for
seven or eight years before he married receved
nearly double the penson of a married man who
joined the service & the same date, 0 that his
bache or contributions did benefit him.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY sad this was
another factor which hed to be conddered in
caculding the pendon tables, and if they pulled out
one brick they would bring the whole fabric down
about their ears. Ingead of the taxpayers paying 6
per cent. they would be called upon to pay 61/2 or
61/4 per cent, and they mugt have regard to the
taxpayer.

His EXCELLENCY—This again is a matter
which &ffects the penson tables, and the actuaries
can disclam dl repongbility if dterations are
meade in the bases upon which ther caculaions
wereframed.

The point was not pressed further.

THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL submitted on
clause 14 there should be an goped from the
decigon of the directors where they deprived a
party of the privileges due under the funds.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY admitted that
the law was drastic, but pointed out that men might
ruin the fund by false dedarations as to the age of
wives and other matters.

HoN. MR STEWART suggested that the words
"subject to the gpprova of the Governor* be added.

Thiswasagreed to.

On dause 15, Hon. Mr. STEWART took
exception to section 2 which provided that no
widow of an officer who died within a year from
the date of his marriage shdl be entitled to a
pension under this ordinance unless achild isborn
of suchmarriage.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY judified the
clause by saying that it was conceiveble thet alady
marying a man might make avay with him to
enjoy the penson (Laughter).

THE ATTORNEY
ingenious condruction!

-GENERAL — A very

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY—tisdl very
wdl for you to laugh a it. When | wes a the gaol |
hed a lady under my charge for doing away with
her husband for agmdler motive.

H.E. THE GENERAL OFFICER
COMMANDING pointed out thet the provison
protected the fund against desth-bed marriages.

His EXCELLENCY—I am in sympathy with
the principle that a person who is entitled to a
pension as of right, should not be compelled to ask
for it asan act of grace. At the sametimeit must be
remembered that this dause is framed 0 as to
exclude desth-bed marriages. If a child is born of
the marriage the widow is entitled because it is
proof that the husband was not in articulo mortis.
No doubt cases such aswere dluded to by the Hon.
Colonid Secretary, and dso cases of desth-bed
mariages, do form an gppreciable factor in the
cdculations of the actuaries who draw up the
tables.
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Ultimately the dause was recondructed on the
lines of the Singapore Ordinance and passed.
TheBill passad through committee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY — The
dterationsto thisBill are purdy verbd and with the
consent of hon. members | move it be read athird
time.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL seconded.

On the question being put, Hon. Mr. Stewart was
the only dissentient.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY —Do you
object to thethird reeding or to it being read now?

HoN. MR STEWART—Perhgps | had better
explain. Some misunderganding of the unofficid
atitude towards this legidation ssems to have
arisen out of the circumgtance that oppodtion was
not pressed to a divison upon the resolution in
favour of the second reading. Thiswas described in
a locd newspaper as having been caried
unanimoudy, wheress there were a least three
audible"noes’ when the question was put. If | had
foreseen the possibility of such amisunderganding
| would certainly have asked for adivision, because
| was not convinced by the arguments employed in
defence of the action of the Home Authorities. |
failed do to redise the adequacy of the reasons
given by the Locd Government for declining to
condder the advisability of postponing legidation
until after the promised vauation, which will cost
as much, and be jug as illuminating, whenever
mede. | do not propose to bring up those points
agan in discusson, but, as | endeavoured to make
clear in my peech on the second reading, | object
to the action of the Secretary of State in issuing
categoricd indructions to Your Excdlency to pass
this measure when the information was before him
that the large mgority of the contributors were
opposad to the proposd, and dso thet the unofficia
members supported that oppodtion. The fact that
the mgority of contributors have snce then
changed their opinions does not remove objection
to the arbitrary nature of thoseindructions. It isdlill
reasonable to object to the idea of the officids of
this Colony being treeted to a disciplinary measure
in amatter of thiskind; and d<o to the idea of this
Council being usad as medium for the enforcement
of such a measure, 0, by way of recording a

proted agang this contemplaied coercive
stlement of a highly controversa and technicd
quedtion, and, further, in order to make plain the
fact that the Council is not unanimous, even now,
in supporting the Bill, | intend to vote againgt the
third reading.

His EXCELLENCY —I undergand the hon.
member does not object to the third reading being
taken to-day?

HoN. MR. STEWART—Certainly not; | merely
want to record my protest.

His EXCELLENCY, on putting the question,
declared "the ayeshaveit."

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL —Unless the
hon. member challenges a divison the Bill passes
unanimoudy.

HoN. MR STEWART chdlenged a divison. He
was the only dissentient and the third reading was
caried.

His EXCELLENCY —
adjourned until next Thursday.

The Counal is

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was then
hed, the CoLONIAL SECRETARY predding. The
following votes were passadi—

Taipo Saff Quarters

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) in ad of the
vote, Public Works Extreordinary, Staff Quarters,
Ta Po.

Personal Emoluments.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
a sum of four thousand one hundred and fifteen
dollars and forty-six cents ($4,115.46) in ad of the
vote, Public Works Depatment, Persond
Emoluments, for thefollowing items—

For 6 monthsfrom 14 July to 31 Dec., 1908.

1 Dranage SUNVEYO .........ceeeveeneensseenne $1,650.00
Do. Exchange Compensttion........... 1,050.00

(20 T7< 117 0 O 420.00
Do. Exchange Compengon.............. 305.46

(O [ TN 270.00
1 Clerk and Draughtsman...................... 240.00
2 FOMEMEN.....ocercerrirnereeresssesserenens 180.00
Totd, ...ccvvenes $4,115.46



