HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 27

26tH JUNE; 1913,

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLeENcy THE GoverRnOR, SR F. H. MAY,
KCMG.

H.E. MAXR-GENERAL C. A. ANDERSON, cB.
Hon. MR A. M. THOMSON (Colonid Secreary).

Hon. MR J. A. S BUCKNILL, kc. (Attorney-
Gengd).

Hon. MR A. G. M. FLETCHER (Colonid
Treesurer).

Hon. MR W. CHATHAM, cma. (Director of
Public Works).

Hon. MR E. R HALLIFAX (Regigrar-Generd).

Hon. MR C. Mcl. MESSER (Captan
Superintendent of Police).

Hon. SRKAIHOKAILL M.B., cmaG.
Hon. MR E. A. HEWETT, cmaG.

Hon. MR WEI YUK, cMmG.

Hon. MR C. MONTAGUE EDE.

Hon. MR D. LANDALE.

Hon. MR E. SHELLIM.

MR C. CLEMENTI (Clerk of Coundils).

Minutes

The minutes of the previous meding were
aoproved.

Financial Minutes

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governaor, laid on thetable Financid Minutes
Nos. 31 to 35, and moved that they be referred to the
Finance Committee

THe COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.
Financial

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table the Report of the
Finance Committee, No. 6, and moved its adoption.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Papers

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table the Report of the
Captain Superintendent of Policefor the year 1912.

Offidal SgnaturesFeesOrdinance, 1913

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the firg
reading of aBill entitled, "An Ordinanceto amend the
Officid Sgnatures Fees Ordinance, 1833."

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
theBill wasread afird time.

The Objectsand Reasons atached to the Bill are:

Theobject of thisBill isto add totheligt of officers
authorized to charge a fee when thar dgnature is
required for any purpose by the public. Occasons
occur on which the officid dgnatures of the officers
in quedion arerequiste

Supplementary Egtimates

TrHe COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the third
reading of a Bill entitled, "An Ordinance to authorize
the Appropriation of a Supplementary sum of thirty
thousand six hundred and nine dollars and fifty-seven
cants, to defray the charges of the year 1912 In
doing s0 he said— have to report to the Counail thet
the Fnance Committee recommended thet the Bill
should be pessed without amendment. In these
circumgtances | beg to movethethird reading.

THe COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded, and
the Bill wasread athird time and passed.
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Foreign Slver and Nickd Coin Ordinance

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that the
Coundl go into Committee on the Bill entitled, "An
Ordinance to prohibit the importation and circulation
of certanforeign coins”

THe COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Ondause4,

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL sad — It is
proposed to dter this dause condderably. It is
proposd to cdl the present dause sub-section 1 and
to insert the two following sub-sections—(2) The
provisions of this section shdl not gpply to any coin
imported under alicencein writing under the hand of
the Colonid Secretary. Every such licence shdll
specify the terms upon which such coin shdl be
imported. (3) If any person importing coin under any
such licence falls to comply with any of the terms of
such licence he shdl beliable on summary conviction
to thefine and forfature to which he would have been
liableif thelicence had not been granted.

Hon. SR KAI HO KAI— think the sub-sections
o fa a they go will introduce an immense
improvement, but it ssemsto methat they fall to meet
dl the cases of hardship and difficulty | have in my
mind. Of course the licence can be a permanent or a
temporary one, and can be gpplied for by those firms
in this Colony who expect to have coin of dl kind
coming from the inteior just as the shipping
companies receive freight and passage money from
Canton and other places in Chinese slver. They can
agoply for agpecid licenceto bring these coinsinto the
Colony, and afterwards they can change them a the
netive banks or the European banks. It ssemsto me
that the new provisoes fal to meet the large
requirements of junk people. There are hundreds and
thousands of junks coming into the Colony. From the
port of departure they receive, of course, Chinesacoin
in payment of passage and freight, and en route when
they touch vaious marke towns they recave
payment for freight in Chinese coins. They come to
the Colony and they do wha they have been
accusomed to do for long years padt, soend thet
money in the Colony purchesing goods and making
other payments, afterwards returning to the interior,
taking with them the goods purchesad here. Unless
some provisonis madeto enable these junk peopleto
bring money into the Colony which has been pad to
them and d <0 to have in their possesson until such
time as they can exchange it & the money-changer's

or banksthey will be continualy bresking the law.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY—Lé us dispose

of that point. | think your point will be met by
granting an annud licencein generd terms.

Hon. SR KAl HO KAI—By the Colonid
Secretary or the Harbour Magter?

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY—The Colonid

Secretary would grant the annud licence in generd
termsto trading junks.

Hon. SrR KAl HO KAI—That will meet the point.
Ancther caxeisthat of the travelling trader. There are
alarge number of market towns in China, and there
being no exchange banks, a grest many travedling
traders comeinto the Colony to purchase goods They
are either agents for Chinese firms in the interior or
they are commisson agents themsdves They come
into the Colony bringing a certain amount of foreign
money to secure ther purchases, paying 0 much in
the shape of bargain money, as the firms here could
not trust them with credit to the full amount. These
depogts are pad in Chinese money. In many places
there are no exchange banks. In Canton, of course,
some of the foreign banks have esablished agendies,
but even if native firms were to establish exchange
banksin places where there are none very little credit
would be pad to them. As a matter of fact, these
traders come into the Colony with notes which is |
think, just as undesirable asthe cain, or coins, both of
which we want to prevent from circulating in the
Colony. It would be avery greet injury to the trade of
this Colony if no provison were introduced to engble
these traveling treders to bring into the Colony a
cartain amount of foreign coin as long as that money
isprevented from circulating in the Colony.

His EXCELLENCY—That will be amatter for
permit, too. We must keep track
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of the money that is brought in. It would not be any

good to dlow any generd trader to bring in any
amount of money. We would not know when he is

bringingitinor how.

Hon. SrR KAI HO KAI—Could we nat make an
arrangement with these firmsand grant them alicence
to cover thesetraderscoming in?

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY —A gened

licence issued to the firm would cover any
transactions of that kind.

Hon. SR KAI HO KAI— was not aware of that.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY—We cannot put
too much detal inthe Bill.

Hon. SR KAI HO KAI—If | have your assurance
that alicenceto afirmwill indude such transactions |
think the Chinese merchantswill be satidfied.

Hon. MR HEWET T—Wi/ith regard to what the hon.

learned and senior unofficid member has said about
these travdling traders presumably these men are
regularly engaged in businessand in avery short time
they would learn thet foreign coinsare not admitted in
the Calony. Surdy there would be no difficulty up-
country in geting any quantity of Hongkong
subsdiary coin and Hongkong bank-notes. These
should be got just as eesly as Chinese coins and
Chinese notes. It is very dedrable that any specid
permits such as those suggested should be limited to
the smdlest number possble. | cannot see that it is
necessary to extend this concesson to traderswho are
regualy deding beween the manland and
Hongkong. It might be necessary in the case of junks
that some such permit be provided, but not in the case
of traders. If we give these concessons we sl be
asked for many others. You are practicdly cutting the
ground from under thefeet of thisBill.

His EXCELLENCY—Nat if the money is not put
into circulation.

Hon. MR HEWETT—It means an enormous
amount of trouble to the Government to keep track of
thismoney.

Hon. SR KAl HO KAI— think the hon. member
who represerts the Chamber of Commerce has
missed the point. Here in China we are different to
any other country. In dl European countries you find
exchange banks and other kinds of fadilities for

trading, but here in China you have to take money
and carry it bodily from place to place You have
heard of piracies where a large number of coins and
paper money have been sent into the interior for
disoursement and payment. If they had exchange
banks they would not teke tha trouble, and that
would diminish the risk of piracy. You cannot now
put China.on so0 advanced afooting as other countries
which possess exchange banks. You cannot say that it
is a matter for the Chinese to learn the way and to
edablish exchange banks. If thee banks were
egablished they would need to establish ther credit
too and that would take sometime.

Hon. MR HEWETT —I undersood the hon.
member to say that these men bringing Chinese notes
into the Colony are just as likdy to be robbed as if
they brought British money. If these men come from
a distance they pass towns where they can exchange
their money for Hongkong money, and if they come
from close by they will have no difficulty in getting
Hongkong money.

Hon. SR KAI HO KAI— am informed that it is
not so. There is great difficulty in obtaining
Hongkong money, because it is & a premium in the
country.

Hon. MR EDE—Would it get over the difficulty if
you left out “importation® and Smply sy
"dreulation?

His EXCELLENCY—No. That would open the
door far too wide. The idealis to prohibit importation
exoegpt under licence, and | go asfar asto say that the
Government will issue a certain number of licences
after due inquiry. We would not issue a licence to a
man doing busness with Canton, because he could
exchange money in Canton. If we are satiffied thet he
is doing business with places where there are no
exchange fadlities the gpplicant will be granted a
licence. If these permits are infringed he becomes
liable to the pendties under the Ordinance. We cannot
undertake to issue an indiscriminate number. We must
Issue them with drcumspection 0 as to medt the
reguirements of the trade.
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Hon. SR KAI HO KA wish to have the point

cleer that the licence is to any proper firm to cover
traveling traders or their agents who come into the
Colony.

His EXCELLENCY—The licence will cover the
agent. He will have to show his authority or produce
thelicence. We are prepared to recognisefirms.

Hon. SR KAl HO KAI—The agents of accredited
firms cominginto the Colony?

Hon. MR WEI' Y UK—Condlituentsrether.

His EXCELLENCY—You cannat issue a licence
that will recognise an inddfinite condituency. You
cannot dlow the trader to bring in money unless you
have means of checking it. If there are these people
coming and if they satisfy u. it isnecessary for them
to havealicence, we may issuethemalicence.

H.E. THE GENERAL—The licence would be to
theindividud?

HIsEXCELLENCY—Yes.

Hon. MR HEWETT—Surely these men are well
known. They are doing businessin alarge way. They
ought to be able to get any credit they want from the
foreign banksin Canton and d sewhere.

Hon. SrR KAl HO KAI—These men come from
long digancesin theinterior.

Hon. MR WEI YUK—There are places in the
interior where no exchange could be effected.

Hon. SR KAl HO KAI—Though | am as anxious
as any hon. member to prevent foregn coin and
foreign nates circulating in the Colony, it would be a
pity to redrict the grest and growing trade of the
Colony by introducing too grict a measure to &tain
that purpose, and | think if a respectable firm in the
Colony were to give a certain guarantee you could
then issue licences to cover their agents for collecting
debtsin the interior paid in Chinese coin and o for
their dientscoming into the Colony.

His EXCELLENCY—AIl | can say is that the

licences will be digtributed as far as possible to meet
individua cases.

The dauseswerethen passed.

Amendments to Sections 6 and 7 and a new
Section 10 were agreed to.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL —The Bill will
comeinto operation on 1¢ March, 1914.

His EXCELLENCY—The Bill should be left in
Committee until it has been reprinted.

Coundl then resumed.

Foreign Notes (Prohibition of Circulation)
Ordinance

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that the
Coundil go into Committee on the Bill entitled, "An
Ordinanceto prohibit the circulation of foreign notes™

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

The Committee decided thet the Bill should come
into operation on 1s August, 1913.

On Council resuming,

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL reported thet the
Bill had passed through Committee without
amendment, and moved thethird reading.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the Bill wasread athird time and passed.

His EXCELLENCY—Council stands adjourned
urtil this day fortnight.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Finance Committee was hdd
afterwards, the CoLoniaL SecreTary presding. The
fallowing voteswere passed:—

Educational Charges

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $698 in ad of the vote Education, A.—
Department of Director of Educaion:—

Personal Emoluments
Director of Education.

9 Sudent Interpreters, & $120 per
annum esch from Juneto December .. $630
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Other Charges
Director of Education.
Incidental EXPENSES ......covveeveemmmnseeeesennnans 68
TOA o $698
Hogpital Charges

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
sumof $2,576in aid of the vote Medicd Departments,
B—Hogpitasand Asylums—

Pasond Emoluments, Civil Hospitd,
Seoond Assdant Andys a £360 per
annum from 2nd Juneto 31st December~ $2,367

Other Charges, Civil Hospitd, Conveyance
Allowance a $360 per annum for same

Police Charges

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $10,800 in aid of the vote Police and Prison
Departments, A—Police, Other Charges—

FUMNITUIE ..ot $ 300
InCidental EXPENSES .......ovvveveevveeeneesreeseeens 1,200
Launchesand Boats SIOFEs. ... 2,500
SECTE SAVICE e 6,000
Subsigence of Prisones .......cvveeeveven. 800

o 1= [ $10,800

Compensation tothe Tramway Company

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
sum of $15248 in ad of the vote Miscdlaneous
Sarvices, Compensation to the Hongkong Tramway
Co.,, Ltd.

THE CHAIRMAN—You will recollect thet at the
meeting before lagt | explained that $30,000 then
voted was on account and thet the Secretary of State
was conddeing the bads on which the payment
should be made. Apparently he has gpproved of the
method by which we arived a the assessment for
compensation, which ison the bass of afive per cant.
dividend.

TheRegidrar-Genera's Department

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
aum of $250 in ad of the vote Regisrar-Generd's

Department, Specid Expenditure, Typewriter.




