
 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, No. 13. 

—————— 

MONDAY, 30TH DECEMBER, 1918. 

—————— 

PRESENT : 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. CLAUD SEVERN, C.M.G.). 
 

His Excellency   the General Officer Commanding the Troops, (Major-General FRANCIS VENTRIS). 
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, (ARTHUR GEORGE MURCHISON FLETCHER). 

,, the Attorney General, (JOSEPH HORSFORD KEMP, K.C., C.B.E.). 
,, the Colonial Treasurer, (CHARLES MCILVAINE MESSER, O.B.E.). 
,, the Director of Public Works, (WILLIAM CHATHAM, C.M.G.). 
,, the Secretary for Chinese Affairs, (EDWIN RICHARD HALLIFAX, O.B.E.). 
,, the Captain Superintendent of Police, (EDWARD DUDLEY CORSCADEN WOLFE). 
,, Mr. DAVID LANDALE. 
,, Mr. LAU CHÜ-PAK. 
,, Mr. PERCY HOBSON HOLYOAK. 
,, Mr. HO FOOK. 
,, Mr. STANLEY HUDSON DODWELL. 

ABSENT : 

,, Mr. HENRY EDWARD POLLOCK, K.C. 
The Council met pursuant to summons. 
NEW MEMBER.—Mr. WOLFE took the Oath and assumed his seat as a Member of the Council. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 10th December, 1918, were confirmed. 
FINANCIAL MINUTES.—The Colonial Secretary laid on the table Financial Minutes Nos. 105 to 115, and 

moved that they be referred to the Finance Committee:— 
 No. 105.—Kowloon-Canton Railway, Incidental Expenses,...................$ 130.00 
 No. 106.—Charitable Services, Other Charitable Allowances,................ 500.00 
 No. 107.—Public Works, Extraordinary, Hongkong, 

Communications, Approaches to the temporary 
stations near Barker Road and Kennedy Road on the 
Peak Tramway Line,........................................................ 950.00 

 No. 108.—Public Works, Recurrent, Hongkong, Miscellaneous, (17) 
Typhoon and Rainstorm Damages, ............................... 13,000.00 

 No. 109.—Public Works, Extraordinary, Hongkong, Drainage, (8) 
Miscellaneous, Drainage Works, B.—General 
Works,................................................................................ 1,000.00 

 No. 110.—Public Works, Extraordinary, Hongkong, 
Communications, (5) Roads, K.—General Works,..... 13,000.00 

 No. 111.—Public Works, Recurrent, Hongkong, Buildings, (1) 
Maintenance of Buildings,............................................... 1,000.00 

 No. 112.—Public Works, Extraordinary, Kowloon:— 
Buildings, (31) Royal Observatory, New 

Magnetic Hut, .......................................

 
 
$ 13.91  

  Water Works, (40) Miscellaneous Water 
Works,....................................................

 
 977.99

  
 991.90 

 No. 113.—Public Works, Recurrent, Kowloon, Miscellaneous, (34) 
Typhoon and Rainstorm Damages, ............................... 317.74 

 No. 114.—Public Works, Extraordinary, Kowloon, Miscellaneous, 
Resumption of Ferry Piers,.............................................. 2,400.00 

 No. 115.—Miscellaneous Services, West River Flood Relief Fund,...... 50,000.00 
The Colonial Treasurer seconded. 
Question—put and agreed to. 
TOBACCO DUTIES.—The Colonial Secretary addressed the Council and moved the following Resolution:— 

"It is hereby resolved that the Resolution of the Legislative Council passed on the 3rd day of August, 
1916, which imposed certain duties on tobacco, be repealed, and that the duties to be paid on 
tobacco as from and including the date of publication of this resolution in the Gazette shall be 
those specified in the Schedule hereto, * the duties specified in the third columns of Parts I, II and 



 

III of the said Schedule being payable irrespective of the accuracy of the figures in the first 
columns thereof." 

The Attorney General seconded. 
Question—put and agreed to. 
QUESTIONS.—Mr. DODWELL, pursuant to notice, asked the following questions:— 

1. What control have the Police over the chair coolies in the Colony? 
2. What is the cause of the supply of chairs invariably being inadequate on wet days? 
3. Is it not possible to remedy this serious inconvenience to the Public, and generally to exercise more 

control over both the chair and the jinrikisha traffic? 
4. Cannot steps be taken by the Government that will lead to a gradual, if not to an immediate, 

improvement in the local jinrikishas? 
The Colonial Secretary replied. 
ARMS AND AMMUNITION BILL.—The Attorney General addressed the Council and moved the Second 

reading of the Bill intituled An Ordinance to amend further the Arms and Ammunition Ordinance, 1900. 
The Colonial Secretary seconded. 
Question—put and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time. 
Council in Committee on the Bill. 
On the motion of the Attorney General the word "and" was inserted before the word "with" in the fourth line 

of section 1. 
On Council resuming, the Attorney General reported that the Bill had passed through Committee with one 

amendment and moved that it be read a third time. 
The Colonial Secretary seconded. 
Question—put and agreed to. 
Bill read a third time and passed. 
ADJOURNMENT.—The Council then adjourned until after the meeting of the Finance Committee. 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.—On Council resuming, the Colonial Secretary reported that the 

Finance Committee had approved Finance Minutes Nos. 105 to 115, and he moved their adoption. 
The Colonial Treasurer seconded. 
Question—put and agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT.—The Council then adjourned sine die. 
 

CLAUD SEVERN, 
Officer Administering the Government. 

Confirmed this 30th day of January, 1919. 
 

A. D. BALL, 
Clerk of Councils. 

 


