HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

291H JANUARY, 1920.

PRESENT:—

His ExceLLENcY THE GovERNOR, SR REGINALD
EDWARD STUBBS, kcMG.

His ExceLLency MAXOR-GENerAL, E VENTRIS,
cB. (Gengrd Officer Commeanding Troopsin Ching).

Hon. MrR. CLAUD SEVERN, cmac. (Colonid
Saoretary).

Hon. MR J H. KEMRB kc., cBE (Attorney-
Gengrd).

Hon. MR, R O. HUTCHISON, mBEe. (Colonid
Tresaurer).

Hon. MR W. CHATHAM, cmc (Director of
Public Works).

Hon. MR. E. R, HALLIFAX, oBE. (Secreay for
Chinee Affairs).

Hon. MR E D. C. WOLFE (Cgtan
Superintendent of Palice).

Hon. MR H. E. POLLOCK, k.c.
Hon. MR. LAU CHU PAK.
HON. MR. HO FOOK.

Hon. MRr. S H. DODWELL.
Hon. MR E.V.D.FARR.

Hon. MR. J. JOHNSTONE.

MR A. G. M. FLETCHER, cge. (Clak of
Coundls).

New Member

Hon. MR. R. O. HUTCHISON took the oath and
his seat as amember of the Coundl in the place of the
Hon. Mr. C. Mcl. Messar, Colonid Tressurer, on leave
of absencefromthe Colony.

Minutes

The minutes of the medting of the Coundil held on
December 23rd., 1919, were confirmed and signed as
correct.

Paper

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY lad on the table
by command of H.E. the Governor, Sessond Peper
No. 1 beng the Preiminary Report on the Purchase
and Sde of Rice by the Government of Hongkong
during theyear 1919.

Quegionsby theHon. Mr. Pollock

Hon. MRr. H. E. POLLOCK, kc., in accordance
with notice given, asked the fallowing questions, to
which the Colonid Secretary replied—

Q—Wha geps is the Government taking for the
purpose of carrying out the recommendations
of the Coroner's Jury with regard to the recent
Victoria Gaol tragedy, in which two Warders
logt their lives?

A.—The points rased by the verdict require a
congderable amount of invedtigaion and it is
impossble to meke a daement & present. It will
probably be found desrable to gppoint a Committee of
invegtigation, on which pehgos the honourable
member would bewilling to serve.

Q—Wll the Government condder the advisahility
of establishing aPadteur Inditutein this Colony?
What would be gpproximately the cogt of doing
0? Will the Government procure the sarvices
of atrained and fully qudified man, who has
passed through the course &t aPadteur Indtitute?

A —The maiter isreceiving consderation. In view of
the very smal number of cases occurring in the Colony
and theexigtence of Pasteur Indtituteswithin easy reech a
Saigon and Shanghai it does not appeer that it would be
judtifigbleto incur any large expense, but it ssemspossible
that aspecia building could be dispensad with, inwhich
case no very considerable expense would beinvolved
except for the salary of the officer
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required for the work. The normd work of the
Batteidogicd Inditute is, however, becoming
auffidently large to judify the gppointment of an
additiond assgtant and it might be possible to obtain
an officer trained in antirabic work for such apod. A
serious difficulty is the maintenance of a condant
upply of the necessary materid for inoculaion, which
might not have to be used more than once in two or
threeyears

Q.—In view of the bad example &t by the

exhibiion of aimes of vioence and other
caimnd ats on dnema films will the
Government give directions to the Censors to
refuse to pass films for exhibition in this Colony
which show the execution of any of such crimes
or crimind acts?

A—It would be difficult to suppress dl films that
Oepicted crimes of violence as mere subgdiary
incdentsin long srias asto do so would diminate a
vay large proportion of the films recaived here. The
censoring authorities have, however, been requested to
give carful atention to the metter and in particular to
prohibit films in which crimes of vidlence and the use
of fireerms by evildoersform the chief attraction.

Q—Wha gepsisthe Government taking to secure

the induson of Hongkong in the proposed
Imperid Commerad Wirdess Scheme?

A—The matter was discussad in this Coundil on
the 10th. April, 1919, and in a letter dated the 25th.
April the unoffidd members were informed thet the
Officer Adminigering the Government considered that
a high-powered Wirdess Tdegrgph Sation for
commerad purposes was urgently required and thet
he was addressng the Secrdtary of Stae for the
Colonies on the aubject. No communication has as yet
been recaived from the Secretary of Sate

Q—Wha fadlities is the Government giving for

the encouragement of Aerid Trangport to and
fromthisColony?

A—This Government is in communication with
the Imperid Authorities on the subject. It is unable &
present to make adatement.

Hon. MR POLLOCK — With regad, gr, to
Quegtion No. 2, | do not understand if the Government
isgoing to take sepsto doits best to esablish a Pasteur
Inditute with trained asdstance. The answver did not
seemto bevery dear onthe paint.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—The quedion isirregular,
but, with the permission of the Coundl, | will reply.
The answer was somewhat obscure because the
pasition is somewhat obscure but | am endeavouring
to obtain a present datidtics as to the number of cases

and other things, and if the number of casesis larger
then | think it is, and the expenditure is very smdl, it
will no doubt be possble to edablish such an
inditution. Therewill certainly not be work enough for
atrained officer, but | think there will belittle difficulty
in obtaning an assgant for the Bacteridogica
Inditute who can do the work as well as ather work.
Thered difficulty in connection with the matter is not
deff but rabbits, as | will explain privatdy to the hon.
member a any time.

Finandal Minutes

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY lad on the table
by command of H.E. the Governor Financid Minutes
1and 2, and moved that they bereferred to the Finance
Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded, and
thiswas agreed to.

Amendment of Standing Orders

Thefalowing resolutions were on the agendain the
nameof the Colonid Secretary—

1—Tha Standing Order No. 11 be amended as
follows—

In sub-section (@) by the omisson of dl the words
ater "Charmen” and the subditution of the
fallowing words "The Treesurer, the Director of
Public Works, and the Unoffidd Membersof the
Coundl."

In sub-section (€) by the omisson of dl the words
dter "Charman" and the subditution of the
words "the Treesurer, and the Unofficd
Members of the Counall .

2—Tha Standing Order No. 12 be amended as
follows—

Inline 1 by the omisson of the words "ather” and
"or the Public Works Committee.”

In line 3 by the omisson of the words "ether of
such Committees’ and the subdtitution of the
words"the Committea”

Inline 5 by the subdtitution of the word "the" for the
word "such.”
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HE te GOVERNOR—With regard to the
motion which gands in the name of the Colonid
Saoretary, | should like to say a few words in
explandion. It is within the memory of the hon.
members that a the fird meeting & which | hed the
honour to presde | sad that | would give effect to the
desre expressad by an unoffiaa member that dl the
unofficid membersof the Coundl should be ppointed
to the Public Works Committee | found on
investigetion that, in order to carry out the proposd, it
would be necessary to amend Standing Order number
11 which provides that the Public Works Committee
dhdl condg of the Director of Public Works as
Chairmen and four other members. That accounts for
the second paragraph of the firg part of the hon.
member's motion. With regard to the firg paragrgph it
will be obsarved thet in section 1l of the Standing
Orders it dates that the Finance Committee shdl
congg of the Colonid Secretary and such offidds,
excepting the Governor or the Officer Adminigering
the Government. | think that hon. members will agree
with my view that the Finance Committee, which
conggs of dl the members of the Councl with the
exception of the Presdert, is a vary large committee
and it will be better if some of the members nat
absolutdy essentid were dispensad with. The Finance
Committee which | have been accusomed to work
with for many years pag conssed of mysdf as
Colonid Secretary, the Contraller of Revenue, who
does nat exig in this Colony, the Tressurer, and Al
unofficid members of Coundl, and | think everybody
agread that it wes a vary stidactory Committee as
such. In this Colony the Colonid Secretary will
obvioudy be Chairman, and the Tressurer isabsolutdy
necessaty as the naturd officer to be on a Committee
congdering expenditure. | condder it desrable thet the
Director of Public Works should be an ex-offido
member of the Committee, the work of which reates
largely to expenditure on Public Works, and | think thet
the presence of dl the other officid members might be
dispensed with. Of course, under section 13, it will be
aways possble for themto be present if they desreit.
| think thet thet reform will be useful, and | will now
ask the Colonid Secretary to move the amendment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the firgt
reoluion, and the ATTORNEY-GENERAL
saconded.

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—With reference to the
moation now before the Council, | only have afew
remarks to make. In thefirst place, sir, | have the
honour for the firgt time during along period of sarvice
in this Coundil of now being amember of the Public
Works Committee, or will be one when this

amendment ispassed, and | should thereforeliketo say
afew words about the second part of the resolution. As
isknown by the hon. members, a the present timethe
Public Works Committeeis convened a very irregular
intervals, and isamogt invariably convened a the
suggedtion of the Government. | do nat think, gir, thet it
isavery saidactory dae of dfarsa dl. What | want
to suggest for the consideration of your Excdlency is
that the Public Works Committee ought to meet at
regular intervas, say Six timesayear, and let ussay for
the sake of argument, on the first Friday in every
dternate month of theyear. And, i, | would suggest
that prior to such regular meetings, say ten daysor a
fortnight before such meetings, the Director of Public
Works, as Chairman, should circulate to the members
of the Public Works Committee the proposed agenda,
and that it may be permissblefor any member of the
Committee, on receipt of the agenda, to give naticeto
the Director of Public Works, as Chairman, of his
desireto bring up any particular question which he
wishes. to discuss, and d o to ask that papers upon thet
particular subject may belaid beforethe Committee at
the meeting. | think, sir, that if that procedure be
adopted the Public Works Committee will have some
sort of control and some sort of grasp over questions of
municipa deved opmentsin this calony. At present the
Committee meetsat haphazard timesandisonly able
to discuss the one specific question that the
Government brings up. That is not a satisfactory
position for aPublic Works Committeeto bein. It does
not enable them to carry out as they ought to, the
functions of amunicipa committee or coundl. Oncea
year when the Budget is coming up for discussion
thereisasort of full dress debate on public works and
several other public matters. | think thisisawrong
procedure and that the Public Works Committee ought,
during the year, at dated intervas, to have agrasp of
various municipa matters going oninthe colony and
that the members should have an opportunity of
questioning the Chairman on méiters of devel opment,
and a so have an opportunity of bringing up such
mettersand asking for papers relating to such matters,
a S t h e
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public works of the colony. Of course | cannot expect
your Excdlency to give me an answer a the presant
moment, but | trust that my suggestionswill meet with
your careful congderation.

His EXCELLENCY—I should judt like, without it
being conddered an answe, to make one or two
observations in connection with whet Mr. Pollock hes
sad. | quite agree that if you have a Public Works
Committee it is just as wdl that it should met
occadondly and do some work. | gather that the
difficulty in the past has been dueto the fact thet it was
rather hard to get the unofficid members to take an
interest in such metters. The hon. member mentioned
the quedtion of the Edtimates. | expressed & the time
my surprise thet the Public Works Committee hed not
gone more thoroughly into the matter of the Public
Works expenditure. If the committee were to met &
more frequent intervals | am sure it would be a good
thing, but, as & presant advised, | would deprecate
regular sessons as dther you may have no work to do
and wadte your time by mesting, or seyou may have
too much to do and you would have then to postpone it
for an unduly long time. | think it would be more
convenient if members communicated with the
Chairman privady beforenand, and then if they dedire
any point to be brought forward to arange for a
mesting.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
ssoond resolution, relating to Standing Order No. 12.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL ssconded.

Hs EXCELLENCY — This is meady a
conseguentid amendment asaresult of thefird.

Both resolutionswerecarried.

His EXCELLENCY—t is the cusom & the firgt
mesting of the Coundil that the names of the Standing
Committee be announced. In view of the dterationsto
the Standing Orders it is nat necessary to make any
announcement as to the Finance Committee and the
Public Works Committee The only Sanding
Committee is the Law Committee to which | gopoint
the Attorney-Generd, as Chairman, the Secretary of
Chinexe Affairs, the Hon. Mr. H. E. Pdllock, the Hon.
Mr. Lau Chu-pak and the Hon. Mr. J. Johngtone.

Suggested Removal of Military
Egablishments

Hon. MRr. H. E. POLLOCK, k.c., in accordance

with notice given, moved the following resolutions—

Thet, with a view to gving fadlities for
commercid expanson, a Committee of the
Legidative Council be gppointed, condsting
of His Excdlency the Genad Officer
Commending and two Offidd and three
Unoffidd Members of the Legidaive
Coundil, for the purpose of conddering and
reporting to this Coundil upon the resumption
by the Hongkong Government of the Military
Egtablishments on the Quean's Road and the
termsand conditions of such resumption.

Hon. MR H. E. POLLOCK—Sir, | think it will be
admitted by those who are acquainted with the
conditions of this Colony, and | am sureit must have
struck your Excellency already, that there are very
limited opportunitiesfor office and busnessexpanson
inthisColony, and that, therefore, it would be desrable
if we could arrive at such an arrangement that the
military establishments on the Queen’'s Road should be
removed to a more digant—aless centra—spat, in
order to give room for commercial and trade
expangon in this Colony. | would venture to suggest
that such acommittee asthe resolution proposeswould
be asuitable committee for bringing mettersto ahead.
We should have on the Committee the highest military
officer in the Colony, official members and also
unofficia members as representing the taxpayersand
the generd public of the Calony. | think, Sr, my main
reason for suggesting that the Committee should be so
composed isthat it isobviousthet unlessa Committee
of thischaracter is appointed you will have an dmaost
interminable quadrilateral correspondence, between
the military authorities, the War Office, the Colonia
Officer and the Government here. You will havethe
War Office passing the metter onto the Colonid Office
and the Colonid Office passing the matter back here,
and perhapsin some cases you will have the stream
setting back the other way and you will have this
Government communicating with
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the Colonid Office, and thet office with the Wer Office,
and 0 on. It seems highly desrable—and the
unofficid members of this Coundll are of this opinion
—that a Committee such as | propose should be
gopointed. We think this will save much
correpondence and  concrete  proposds may  be
evolved for submission to the Colonid Office and the
War Office as bang the conddered opinion of the
highes military officer here and the officd and
unofficd members of the Coundl. | think, Sr, there
can be no quedion tha there are other Stes which
could be found for the military establishments of the
Coony then this centrd gtuation, impeding
commerdid progress and expangon, and if such a
Committee could mest | think it would produce
peedy and stifactory results Thereisacongderadle
shortage of offices, and unlessmore accommodation is
found it mugt result in European firms having to go
down to the farther parts of the Colony which are
reserved for Chinese offices and shops. There can be
no doulot about the pressing neture of this metter. With
regard to the Colony having aright to condderation in
this metter from the military authorities, it will befresh
in the minds of members of this Coundl what
important contributions the Colony mede to thewar in
man power and money, and in sending home dothing
for the troops & the front. So far as the wer itHf is
concerned this Colony played a very worthy part. In
thematter of our old friend, the Military Contribution, |
do nat think it is quite redised what this Colony is
doing. | would like to refer to the pgpers which were
laid on the Coundl table on April 23rd, 1914, which
was intended, no doubt, to be a very convincing
answer by the War Officeto the complaint medeinthis
Coundil by the unofficid members that the Military
Contribution was somewhat excessve. In that peper
there appears a degpaich dated December 314, 1913,
from the War Office with reference to the cogt of the
garison herein 1912 and 1913, and in working out the
cogt of the garrison for these years a number of items
were put in, such items as medical sarvices, board and
lodging dlowances, trangport supplies, missHlaneous
sarvices and home effedtive charges, deferred pay and
grauities, showing tha the War Office had every
intention of meking the hill as heavy as possble The
cogt of garrisoning the Colony during 1912-1913 was

given as —614,000 and the Colony's contribution in
respect thereof was —143,000 odd. That catanly
mede it gppear that the Colony was paying lessthan a
quarter the cogt of maintaining the garrison. Turning
now to the figures for 1920, it will be seen that we are
going to send home as military contribution 22 million
dollars, and if you fix therate of exchange forward & a
favourable rate you will be sending home in round
figures —700,000. Assuming the cog of the garrison
now to be not largdy in excess of the cogt of the
garison in 1914 there seams evary probebility thet
ingteed of paying less than a quarter of the cogt of the
garrison, we shall be paying thefull cost of the garrison
for the year 1920. Those are rather driking figures, and
| think, g, they should be taken into consderation by
the military authorities when congidering any daim
which is made on them in connection with the remova
of the military establishmonts from Queen's Road to
some place which will not impede or inconvenience
the commercid expandon of this Colony. | trug, dt,
the Govenment will agree with the unoffica
members that this is a very important matter and in
thinking thet a Committee of the sort | have mentioned
is the speedies way of ariving & a solution of this
metter. | will cdl upon my honourable friend Mr.
Dodwel to second this resolution, which, as | have
dated, represnts the unenimous opinion of the
unofficd membersof this Coundl.

Hon. MR. S H. DODWELL — | beg to second
the resolution. | have nothing to add to theremarks Mr.
Pollock has mede on the subject.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—I have listened with
pleasureto theremarks of the hon. member, and | fully
agree with himin regard to the matter being of very
condderableimportance. | annot surethat | agreethat
the Committee he suggests would be the most
satisfactory method of getting some actiontakeninthe
matter. | quite appreciate what he said about a
quadrilatera correspondence, of which, for ten years
past, | have had a considerable experience. There
would beredly five Sdesto the correspondence. But
there is a fatal obstacle to the acceptance
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of the hon. member's maotion, because | think it will be
impassible for my honourable and gdlant friend, the
Gengd Officer Commanding, to sarve on quch a
Committee without firg getting the express permission
of theWar Office.

MAR-GENERAL VENTRIS—That is0.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR— think that the best thing
to do isto get an agreement here, and then endeavour
to induce the authorities & Home to fal in with the
view. Whether it is wel to procead only with the
question of the Queen's Road egtablishment, Murray
Baracks of ds to indude the Kowloon
egablishment —

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY — Whitfidd
Baracks

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—I was nat thinking of
Whitfidd Barracks but the matsheds on Nathan Road.
Itishighly dedrable thet we should move the military
to a place equdly suitable for military purposes and
lessinconvenient to the dvilian. It iswel to remember
that the matter is going to cogst a condderable sum of
money. We cannot expect the military authorities to
remove without providing them with some place to
move to. We mugt not only provide the dte, but the
buildings as wdl. So | think it is very dear thet the
metter is going to involve the Colony in a very large
expenditure. | do nat think we can etdbdlish such a
drong agument as he suggeds on the military
contribution and o forth. The answer to the Satement
that we are now paying the whole cogt of the garrison,
if correct, shows how smdl a proportion wes pad in
the padt, and | shdl be somewha surprised if the cost
of the garrison does not meteridly increase. The course
| propose to adopt is to tranamit to the Secrdtary of
Sae the hon. memba’'s motion with which, in
principle, | am entirdy in agreement, and ask him to
induce the Wer Office to agree to ajoint investigation
in the matter between the Wer Office and the Colonid
Office. | think it will be mogt stifadtory if the
undertaking is taken up by mysdf and my hon. and
gdlant friend and such other member as are pleasad to
place thar services at our disposd. | will do my best to
get the Seoretary of State to condder the matter fully
by placing the whole pogtion before him, but | regret
that, for technicd reasons, | am unable to acoept the
resolution

Hon. MR H. E. POLLOCK — Sir, | have got the
right to reply according to Rule 26. We should be glad
if the military establishment were removed from

Kowloon as wel as on this 9de. My motion was
confined to the military establishment in Queen's Road,
and my experience tdls me that if you ded with
mettersin detail you may get them carried through, but
if you do nat, you may nat carry them through. | shdl
be gadif your Excdlency will get the military to move
further avay from Kowloon as wel as Hongkong. In
regard to the military establishment in Queen's Road, |
do not merdy refer to the Murray Barracks, but to
other military egtablishments dong Queen's Road
much further eest than that. With regard to this motion
| think, g, thet, in order to show that the unofficias
fed very srongly on this point, and thet they do desre
that the matter may be pressed, we ought to press this
motion to a divison in this Coundl. | think thet this
will impress the authorities & Home much more than
if | said | did not press the motion. | think my motion
ought to be pressed— think dl the unoffidds pressit
—and | do not think any rules of red tape should sand
in the way of the Generd Officer Commanding Stting
on the Committee | will further point out thet | gave
notice of this motion as long ago as the 23rd of last
month, and there was plenty of time in the intervd to
have communicated with the Wer Office by telegram
and to have got the sanction for the Generd Officer
Commeanding to sit on the Committee, which | think it
would have been hard for the War Office to have
refused having regard to the fact that the unofficids
were supported by the Government. Therefore, ar. |
regret | must pressthe metter toadivison.

H.E. THe GOVERNOR—For the reasons which |
have indicated | am afraid it will be usdess for meto
accept the mation—for the reason thet the Generd

Officer Commeanding will not be ableto take part init
without the permission of the War Office.
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The motion was then put and His Excdlency
declared "the Noeshaveit."

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—Canwehaveadivison?

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—Strictly spesking, you
should have cdled for adividon before,

Hon. MR. H. E. POLLOCK—I had dready asked
for adivison.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—The hon. member should
not have mentioned the word divison till the question
‘Aye or No' had been put. But | will put the question
agan.

Hon. Mr. POLLOCK — Weare not expected, sir,

to know what the procedure of other Coundilshas bean.

We can only follow the procedure of the padt in this
Coundl. | ask for adivison.

Onthe vote being taken there voted:

Ayes—The Hon. Mr. S. H. Dodwdl, the Hon. Mr.

E. V. D. Par, theHon. Mr. Ho Fook, theHon. Mr. H. E.

Pollock, theHon. Mr. Lau Chu-pak.

Noes—The Hon. Mr. John Johngone and dl the
Offiad members.

TheHousng Quedion

Hon. MR H. E. POLLOCK, K.C, moved the
falowing resolution, of which previous natice had
been gven—

That the various Housng Schemes for different
sections of the community in various didricts of
the Colony be now referred by the Government
to the Public Works Committee of the Legidative
Coundil, with power to that Committee to make
suggedtions as to the carrying out and financing
of such schemes and as to the improverment of
the methods of communication with the outlying
digricts which are sought to be devdoped by
suchschemes

Hon. MRr. POLLOCK inmoving theresolution said:
—Sir, we have heard from time to time during the lagt
tweve months that the Government proposed to
undertake various schemes with reference to housing,
but 5r, aswe know, the housing Studtion, espeddly in
Kowloon, has reached a vay acute dage With
reference to Kowloon in particular, | should liketo ask

wha has happened to the Government proposd to
eect a hotd in Sdisoury Road. That proposd was
subsquently modified to one of erecting flats in
Sdisbury Road. | should like to know whether
anything is likdy to eventuate in that respect. With
futher regard to Kowloon, there are, as your
Excdlency pointed out, certain Stes dong Nathen
Road which are occupied by gables for mules and it
must srike anybody going through Kowloon thet not
only these stes but the whole length of Nathen Road
on thewest Sde of it would be suitable and should be
utilisad for housing accommodation. Another good site
isbetween theroad leading up to theriflerange and the
Kowloon Railway line There is a vary fine ste there
which could be utilised for building, and | hope the
Government will be adle to make some Satement with
referenceto thispiece of land. Another paint, ir, which
grikes anybody going to Kowloon is thet there are
certain comparatively large spaces of ground not very
far from the ferry which are il not built upon, and it
would seem that these spaces of ground ought to be
utilised.

THeE COLONIAL SECRETARY — Near Tam-
shataui?

Hon. MR. POLLOCK — Not only Salisbury
Road, but at the back of Humphreys' flats. In
connection with this question of housing, it iswell
known that the Government is giving financial
assgance on thisside for the erection of flats, and it
seems only reasonable that assistance of some sort
should be givenfor the erection of housesin Kowloon.
Of course, dr, intheerection of chegp houses, theland
question is very important. It is necessary that land
should be made available at moderate terms, and that
only amoderate sum should be charged as Crown rent.
Also, sir, in connection with Kowloon, as your
Excellency is aware, there is the question of
developing the outlying portion of Kowloon, around
Shamsuipo, and if that part isto be developeditis
obvious that there should be reasonable means of
communication. Roads must be madefit to carry some
form of service which would bring peopleto TaSm-
sha-tsui and the Star Ferry fairly cheaply and fairly
quickly, With regard to the question of the outlying
digricts, | made agpeach on the subject of the housing
problem which was
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fully reported in the "South China Morning Pogt" of
April 10th, 1919. No doubt your Excdlency will refer
to that speech, and | need nat go into the paints again.
Thereisno doultt, S, as | Sated jugt now, that the one
vay important thing is the quesion of financid
assgance. Land must not be too dear, otherwiseit will
not be possble for people of moderate means to
become the awners of their own houses. Anather point
in the devd opment of the new digricts is the erection
of a dandard type of building, a certain sandard type
of house and gandard building materids, leading to
fadilities of erection and economy in building. Another
point isthefinanang. In the Crown leases there should
be agandard rent, thet isa certain maximum rent for a
paticular type of house That condition would bind
people down againg charging any higher rent for a
particular type of house, and it would havethe effect of
preventing speculators coming in from outsde and
buying up houses and then putting up the rentals |
have no doubt thet your Excdlency is acquainted with
the fact that money has come in sometimes from the
outsde and that houses giving a comparaivdy svdl
return have been bought and the purchaser has put up
the rent with aview to resdling the house a a prdfit. |
do not wart, gr, to repest what any member can read
in the columns of the "Morning Pogt" of April 10th,
1919. There is d0 the quedion whether it is worth
while for the Government to take up the question of
introducing into this Colony some law rdating to
Building Societies Anather point | mentioned, on the
question of municipal development, was, the public
debt of this colony being comparaivdy samdl, the
question of obtaining the assant of the Secretary of
Sate to short term loans for the purpose of building
devdopment. | do nat think 1 need say more now on
the subject, more epedidly as | have been given to
underdand by the hon. the Colonid Secretary thet,
subject to catan amendments in the wording, the
Government is prepared to acoept the principle of this
resolution. | will now ask the Hon. Mr. Parr to second
themotion.

Hon. MR, E. V. D. PARR— beg to second the
resolution. The matter is one of the utmogt urgency to
the devdopment of this Colony, and s0 long as it
remains unsettled our advancement will beimpeded. It
will be agreed, | think, that it cannat be settled without
the assgance of the Government. | have heard the
rumour that an intimation has been sent Home that
married men ordered out to this Sation are advised not
to bring their wives and families, because there are no
houses for them to live in. If it was necessary to send
Home such indruction it must remain adiscredit to the
Colony, and the sooner the metter issettled the better.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY said — Sir,
when the honourable and learned member sentin his
motion dealing with the generd housing question of
the Colony and the extreme need for more
accommodation | was glad to see it becauseitisa
question in which during the last eighteen months|
have taken considerable interest. The subject divides
itsdlf into two partsin my opinion. It became acute
after the report of Lieut. Olitsky, of the Rockefdler
Inditute, New York, wasreceived. It became perfectly
dear from hisreport thet the overcrowding in the City
of Victoriamedeit fairly certain that the seriousness of
any epidemic disease would be enhanced grestly by
that overcrowding, and it was essential that steps
should be taken to provide housing accommodation
for avery large population, elsewhere than in the
centre of the City of Victoria. | took up that subject,
and the recommendations | madewill be consderedin
duecourse Itisavery large and difficult subject, and a
very much more serious onein my opinion, than the
subject raised by the Hon member. The other half of
the subject is practicaly one dedling—a though the
wording of the motion says "different sections' of the
community—with the housing of the European
community and the housing of the better-dlass Chinese.
With regard to the European Community, | will degl
first with the proposal | laid before the Council for
building ahotd and flatsin Kowloon. We had money
for the work, or thought we had, and things had
reached the stage of architects being on the point of
making prdiminary plans, when the owners of vessds
requisitioned under the local scheme bethought
themselves that there was no reason why the profits
made under this scheme should be devoted to
improvements beneficial to the Colony, such as
providing hotel and housing
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accommodation, and also extending facilities for
education among the various dasses of the community.
They saw no reason why the money should be devoted
to those purposes, but thought that the money should
come back into their own pockets. | must leave the
community of this Colony to judge which isthe better
way of digpasing of profits, which may be consdered
war profits, and which would have gone a homeinto
theimperid exchequer. The Government, in view of
the action taken, which may in time come before the
courts, do not fed in a position to spend any of those
profits on the proposals until the courts have findly
dedlt with the matter. Therefore, the Colony has been
deprived of what it urgently needs—hotel
accommodeation, and money, which might have been
advanced for the purpose of building houseswhenthe
schemeof building flatswas given up. The University
aso has been deprived of a quarter of amillion of
dollars, and education generaly of asum of fivelakhs
of dollars With regard to the Hon. Member's satement
about Nathan Road, the west Side, the whole Strip a
quarter of amilelong, has aready been the subject of
discusson. The only other vacant land isthat beyond
Ausgtin Road and Jordan Road which will be built upon
possibly before very long. There are certain reasons
why the land beyond Jordan Road has not been built
upon and they are under consideration. The land
between the Rifle Range, King's Park, and therailway
lineisavailableto the extent of about ten acres, and
proposals were made some months ago, thet under an
agreement which exists between the Colonial
Government and the Military authorities. the land
should be taken over by the Colonid Government. The
cogt israther over $50,000, and asum of $100.000 has
been provided in the Estimatesthis year for building
houses on that land. Possibly 40 houses of different
szeswill be built there, and thiswill. | hope, tend to
relieve the situation at Kowloon. With regard to
Chatham Roed thereisalarge areaof land, some six or
seven acres. unbuilt upon. This has been the subject of
correspondence between the Government and the
owners—one of therdigious sodieties of Hongkong,
who, expressagreat desireto build if they can seeany
adequate return for their money. That matter is till
being considered, and | hope some means will be
devised for putting that large area of land to a proper
use—that of housing. With regard to the advances
meade to the Humphreys Estate Company as regards
Kowloon, to which the hon. and learned member
referred, out of the sumslent by the Government, itis
proposed to build eighteen flats on land dready in
possession of the company and the principal
dipulation made isthat the net return in rents should
not be morethan eight per cent so long as any money

isowing to the Government. The eight per cent. on
capita expended indudes, of course, not only the cogt
of erection, but the origind cogt of theland. The hon.
and learned Member then raised the important point
that land should be available, on moderateterms, for
building purposes. If heis speaking of theold colony,
wherelandisin tremendous demand, | should be very
glad if he would submit ascheme whereby the land
could be made available for building on really
moderate terms. He gpeaks of redtrictionswhereby a
certain rent only should be charged and acertain type
of house built so that speculators will fight shy of
buying land. Thet may be, but | redly do not think that
the Government should be asked to do anything except
advance money Therewould be no great demand for
the land for building on moderate rentals. While the
auction prindipleof sdlinglandisinforce, itisobvious
that priceswill run up. The hon. member referred to
the devel opment beyond Shamsuipo, and to means of
communication from that neighbourhood, and for
suitable roads. All these matterswill, no doubt, form
the subject of suggestions to the Public Works
Committee. There are devel opments of areasin
contemplation near ShamsLipo, and the congruction of
wide roadsin that neighbourhood is proceeding. To
makethe exiging roadsin Kowloon suitablefor heavy
traffic, | understand from the Director of Public Work,
would be avery expensive business, and when the
subject of the means of communication is settled it will
have to be undertaken. Thereisalarge sumdownin
the Estimates, $150,000, for constructing and
improving the roadsin Kowloon, but that isonly a
fraction of the sum required. | read the hon. member's
gpeech asreported in the" South ChinaMorning Pogt”
onApril 10th., 1919, with great interest and | found we
were agreed on mogt points mentioned, and | am sure
his proposa s will receive every consideration. In
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much of the new building & Shamauipo a gandard
type of house has been erected and it has proved very
sidactory and | hope that when the building
operations on the redamed land are garted tha the
same type of house will be erected. When money is
loaned by the Government no doubt vaious
redrictions as to sandard houses and dandard rents
would be imposed. | would like to refer to whet the
Governmert is actudly doing. Eight houses are being
erected on the ridge & Leighton Hill, Happy Valey,
and twelve houses a the foot of thet hill. There are
some large houses being erected on the Pegk and |
hope that very shortly alarge areain the Pesk didrict
will be avaldde for building and thet we will procesd
a once to erect alarge number of houses of varying
Szes. If we can get the land near the Rifle Range, in
Kings Park as | hope we will, we can huild there
another forty houses If the hon. member will get to
know whet the housing problem is, if he will let us
know what number of houses are requiired, gpart from
hotd accommodation, it will be very usgful. The
Government is in entire sympathy with the motion of
the hon. member and, with a dight variation of it, is
prepared to acoept it. | propose that down to the word
"Committeg’ the motion should sand, and then
proceed: "to make such suggedions rdding thereto
and dso to the quedtion of the improvement of the
means of communication with the outlying digricts as
may appear witable" | may say that the reason for that
dterdion is that under the Royd Indructionsit is laid
down thet dl proposals for expenditure must emanate
from the Government. No doubt, the Director of
Public Works will be glad to recave any suggestions
from members of the Committes, and though they
may not be put forward in any forma report they will
be very ussful to the Government when congdering
the finandng of any important scheme for the
deve opment of housing accommodation.

Hon. MR. POLLOCK — | am prepared to accept
the amendment of the Colonid Secretary. | put in the
word "suggegions' thinking that it might megt the
cae

Hon. MR. JOHNSTONE — Thereisone pairt, S,
that | think you did not make quite degr. | think you
referred to owners of seamships other than the big
European companieswhaose boats have been operated.

THeE COLONIAL SECRETARY— refared to the
locd seamers under the locd reguigtion scheme, and
the arangements with the Shipping Cortroller
whereby the Government took over 14 shipsindl.

Hon. MR, JOHNSTONE—! dear up that point
becausewe gat enough mud thrown & usasitis.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—The course | suggest is
that the Public Works Committee should look into the
metter and that the Chairman should issue paperson
the various schemes giving as many detallsaspossble.
It ishardly necessary for meto obsarvethatitisacese
where the Public Works Committee should meet
privately, aswe do not want informetion of the various
schemes on the tapisand the price of land, etc., to get
out. The hon. member aso raised the question of the
limitation of house rent. Itisavery difficult question
and has been attacked in various countriesin various
ways. | confess one grest difficulty is getting clear
knowledge on the suljject. If the Committee can devise
ascheme for the limitation of rents, which will not
defeet the object, | shdl be extremely glad to receive
advice on that subject. We arein adifficult pogition,
and if welimit rent to what wethink isreasonable, and
what theland owners may regard as unreasonable, you
will check the development of building, whichiseven
more desirable than low rents. You will never get
cheap houses at cheap rentsin this Colony, and the
point isto get enough houses. At present thereare not
enough houses, though | should not be surprised to
learn that the extent of the housefamineisbeing much
exaggerated. One or two people without houses can
make as much noise as twenty when trying to
influence public opinion. | agree with the Colonial
Secretary thet the Committee should endeavour to find
out what isthe actud shortage of houses. It may be
only afew tensor it may beahundred. In acase of thet
kind it iswise to make enquiries. The hon. member
raisesthe posshility of Government raising money at
short-term loans with a view to lending to
houseowners. One cannot expect to get money



HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 11

a alow rate of interest, and we cannot raiseit a ahigh
interest and lend it & alow one therefore the rent of a
house cannat be as low as one could hope. These and
other difficuities confront you when you condder the
quegtion of a sysem of regtricting rents, and if you
succeed in redtricting rents the people who  build
houses will say that it is better to put thar money in
some other business where they are nat to be troubled
by restrictions, and where they will get a better interest
for it. However, this is a matter which will recaive the
full congderation of the Committee, and | shdl be glad
to recave any suggestion from you a any time. | trugt
thet you will not devote yoursalvesto giving a generd
report, but will give your advice on the various subjects
as they arise The mation as reed by the Colonid
Secrdary isaccepted.

The mation was then put as follows and agreed to:

That the various Housng Schemes for different
sections of the community in various didricts of
the Colony be now referred by the Government
to the Public Works Committee of the Legidative
Coundil, with power to that Committee to make
such suggestions rdating thereto and dso to the
guedtion of the improvement of the means of
communication with the outlying digtricts as may
gopeer witable.

Foreign Cor por ations (Execution of
IngrumentsUnder Seal)

Hon. ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the firgt
reeding of a Bill intituled. an Ordinance to make
provison with regard to the execution of ingruments
under sed by the agents of certain foreign corporation.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and the
Bill wasread afirg time.

The"Objectsand Reasons' attached to the Bill Sate:
—English law requires that where an agant is to
execute an indrument under sedl his authority must
a0 be under sed. Cartain foreign corpordions, eg.,
French and Bdgian corporaions, have no common
sed and accordingly they cannot comply with thisrule.
Thisruleis purdy technica now, and thisBill proposes
to negative it for foreign corporations incorporated in
countries where such an authority need not be under
sedl. It is made generd in order to avoid the necessty
for enquiry and proof in each caz It is made
retrogpective mainly for the security of leasehold titles
in the Colony. The point has only recently been taken

here by purchasars
TheNew Volunteer Force

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the fird
reading of a Bill intituled an Ordinance to provide for
the establishment of aVolunteer force.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the
Bill wasread afirs time

TheTreaty of Peace Order

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the firg
reading of a Bill intituled, an Ordinance to modify
cartan provisons of the Tregty of Peace Order, 1919,
for the purpose of adapting the provisons of the Order
to the dircumstances of the Colony of Hongkong.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the
Bill wasread afirg time.

The"Object and Reasons' datle—The olyject of this
bill isto adapt the Treaty of Peace Order, 1919, to the
drecumdances of this Colony. The Order gppliesto the
whale of His Mgesty's Dominions and Protectorates,
except the sdf-governing dominions and India, and
Artides 3 of the Order contemplates that the
Legidatures of the Colonies and Proectorates to which
the Order gpplies ddl legidate for the purpose of
adapting the Order to those Colonies and Protectorates.
The Order will comeinto operation when the Tregty of
Peace comes into force. The Order was published in
the London Gazette of the 24th October, 1919, and in
the Hongkong Gazette of the 9th January, 1920.

2—The modifications crested by the hill are dl
metters of detall such as the subditution of dollar
amounts for deling, references to  Hongkong
Ordinences ingead of to English Acts and the
subgtitution of the Governor for the Board of Trade as
theauthority for certain adminidrative functions.
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Congratulationsto Sr Frederick
Lugard

HE tE GOVERNOR—Before adjourning |
would like to remind you thet this is the firs medting
of the year and among the honours published on the
firg day of the year was the gppointment of a former
President of this Coundil, Sr Frederick Lugard, tobea
member of the His Mgesty's Privy Coundil. | am sure
thet dl the friends of Sir Frederick were pleasad thet
the honour hed been conferred upon him, and only
wishthat it had been ahigher one If itisin accordance
with the generd wish, | shdl ak the Clek of the
Councl to write to him conveying our cordid
congratulaions

Hon. MR. H. E. POLLOCK— heartily supportiit.
The Coundil then adjourned till next week.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was
afterwards held, the Colonid Secretary presiding.

Legal Expenses

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote a
aumof $200in aid of the vote Crown Salicitor's Office,
Other Charges, Extralegd Expensss.

TrHe CHAIRMAN—It gppears that last year while
the Crown Solicitor wes away there was a heavy
Crimind Sessons and it was necessary to employ
prosecuting Counsd, the cost being $200.

Thevotewasagread to.
Votefor PublicWorks

The Governor recommended the Counal to vote a
sum of $2,000 in ad of the vote Public Works,
Extreordinary, Hongkong, Buildings, Latrines and
Urinds

Tre CHAIRMAN-—There is an out danding
baance on the Dudddll Street conveniences of $400.
The erection of a urind in Conduit Road, which was
held back owing to a st-back of the roadway a the
point, is now being proceeded with and it is necessary
therefore to have a re-vote of $1,700. The latrine &
Barker Road costs $2,000. Thetotd is $1,500, but the
amount provided is only $2,500, leaving a baance of
$2,000, now beforethe Finance Committea,

Thevotewas agreed to.




