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18 NOVEMBER, 1920.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLENcy THE GovERNOR, SR REGINALD
EDWARD STUBBS, kcMG.

His ExceLLency MaoR-GeNeraL E VENTRIS, cB.
(Generd Officer Commanding Troopsin Ching).

Hon. MR A. G. M. FLETCHER, cse (Colonid
Saoretary).

Hon. MR J H. KEMP, kc, cBe. (Attorney-
Gengrd).

Hon. MRr. D. W. TRATMAN (Colonid Tressurey).

Hon. MR W. CHATHAM, cma (Director of
Public Works).

Hon. MR E. R. HALLIFAX, oBE. (Secrday for
Chinee Affairs).

Hon. MR. E. A. IRVING (Director of Educeation).
Hon. MR H. E. POLLOCK, k.c.

Hon. MR. R HOBSON HOLY OCAK.

Hon. MR E.V.D.FARR.

Hon. MR. LAU CHU FAK.

Hon. Mr. HO FOOK.

MR. S.B. B. MCELDERRY (Clerk of Coundils).

ABSENT.—
Hon. MR. JOHN JOHNSTONE.
Minutes
Theminutes of thelast meeting were confirmed.
Papers
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table sessond paper No.
12 of 1920 being Quarterly Return of Excesses under
ub-heads met by savings under heeds of Expenditure
for thethird quarter 1920.

Finance

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, lad upon the table Fnencd

Minutes Nos 104 to 108 and moved that they bo
referred to the FHinance Committea,

THeE COLONIAL TREASURER s=econded, and the
motion was agread to.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governar, laid on the table the Report of the
Finance Committee, No. 7 and moved that it be

adopted.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and the
moation was agreed to.

QUESTIONS.
TheForm of Financial Returns

Hon. MR, H. E. POLLOCK, k.., in accordance
with notice given, asked a series of quetionsto which
the Government replied asfollows—

Q—In view of the fact that the Government have
been e in 1920 to issue Fnandd returns
monthly, indeed of a times with more than
one month's receipts and payments grouped
together, will they give the usud totd recaipts
for January, February and March, 1919, dso
those of December, 1919, which have not been
published, in order that Some comparison can
be obtained with the 1920 figures?

A.—The figures are —January, 1919.—Revenue,
$1,809,259,60; expenditure, $856,879.90.

February, 1919 — Revenue, $1,252,836.70:
expenditure, $733,971.53.

March, 19190 — Revenue $1,208147.23,
expenditure $1,266,103.29.

The figures for the three months were published
together owing to the irregularity of the mails which
brought the Crown Agents accounts far the three
monthswithinavery short time of oneancther.

For Decamber, 1919, the figures are—Revenue,
$1,342,985.64; expenditure, $4,851,816.55.
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Q—Asthepublication of the monthly cash account
ome three to four months later detrects
congderably fromitsvaue, and in view of the
fact that the Imperid Government is able to
isue its Statement within a month after dete,
canot ome  improvement  be  indtituted
(possbly by dandardisng the items and
obtaining Crown Agents London figures by
tdegraph for incorporation) whereby the
publication can be made within the month
following?

A.—It is unfortunatdy impossble to publish
accurate acoounts urtil the Crown Agents monthly
figures are received and for them to telegraph the exact
figures of £ s d. under eech head would involve
expense out of al proportion to the benefit secured.
The proonged ddays which have occasondly
occurred in the past have been dueto theirregularity of
the mail sarvice It is hoped that when anormd sarvice
IS regored the ddav in publication will be materidly
reduced.

Q—Whereas the monthly finanaid return merdy
gives the receipts and payments in one item
respectivdy, which is the minimum of
information which can be produced, and asthe
Government doubtlesdy keeps its accounts in
the form of the "Fnandd Reurns for the
year," cannot aMonthly Account be published
to endble the offidids and public to fallow the
returns intdligently on such lines as falows,
eg.—

Items of receipts and payments under their separate
Sandardisad headsin columnsreading

1—Edimated Receipts 1920.

2—Recdptstodate

3—Recdptsto samedate previousyesr.

4—Recdptsfor same month previous year.

5 —Recdpts for current month, with smilar
infformation on the other dde respecting
payments dosng with the balances brought
forward and carried forward to complete the

acoount?

A —Something of the kind shdl be done. The exact
form of thereturn will need alittle congderation.

Loansfor HouseBuilding

Q—With regard to public moneys authoriized to be
lent a a low rae of interes in order to further the
building of additiond housng accommodation, will
the Government cause a Saemeant to be published
annudly in the Blue Book, giving particulars of the
amount advanced by the Governmert, interest charged,
accommodation to be provided approximeate rentds
and security given for due fulfilment of contract and
d tams of repaymet and the names of the
borrowers?

A.—The Hon. Membe's suggestion has been
carefully congdered, but the Government has come to
the conduson that it would be undesirable to publish
such a satement. Of course, any Hon. Member who
desresinformation on these pointsfor hispersond use
will besupplied withit.

Q—Having regard to the fact that owner occupiers
ae undoubtedy a grest asst in ay
community, will the Government st adde a
sum of 300,000 dollars out of revenue for the
purpose of meking advances & alow rate of
interet to pasons who ae dedrous of
building inexpendgve houses for thar own
occupation?

A—t was found, in connection with the loans
which were recently made, thet the chief obgtade to
the building of smdl detached houses was the lack of
quitable Stes convenient of access The only enquirer
who was willing to go far afidd has been granted a
loan for the purpose of building aresdence & Fanling.
but for the most part applicants expected that land
would be found for them at anomind rate in the mogt
cerd didridcs. The Govenment hes  under
condderation various schemes of deve opment, which
incdlude the providon of inexpensive land and houses
on the outskirts of Kowloon. In the meantime it is
conddered inadvissble to increase the dreedy large
sumlocked up in advancesfor house building.

TheBathing Beaches

Q—Having regard to the popul arity of the Bathing
Beaches at North Point and Kennedy Town
and to thefact that those aress are in danger of
being required for various purposesin the near
future, will the Government
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before sdling these public and accessble
bahing grounds arange for the chegp
trangportation of intending bethersto the North
Shore of Stonecutters I1dand or some other
convenient place for bathing?

A—While the Government will regard the loss of
these bathing fadilities with regret, it is not possble to
dlow them to gand in the way of commerdd
development, S0 thet it mugt be anticipated that the
bething places to which the Hon. Member refers will
ceae to be avaladle & no very digant dete It is
conddered that the provison of trangport to other
bathing places is one which can be dedt with
adequatdy by private enterprise and should therefore
beléttoit.

Railway Accounts

Q. —If the Kowloon-Caton Railway (British
Section) is in time to be linked up with the
trunk lines of China and when such takes
place, quedions of rates and dlowances are
likely to be complicated ones based on bath
cod of condruction, mantenance and
running cods, and wheress dl the Ralways
in China are and have been for some time
worked under a veay dfidget and
dandardised form of accounts will the
Government take immediate deps to place
the Colony's Railway accounts on a Smilar
basis 5o thet our officids may bein apostion
to discuss questions of rates on a common
bess?

A.—The sysem of accounting employed does nat,
as far as this Government is aware, differ materidly
from the sysem employed in China But the
Government will be glad to condder any suggestions
for thedteration of its sysem which the Hon. Member
may careto put forward.

TheCoalony'sInterest on I nvetments

Q.—Is the Colony's interex on investments in
British War Loan and Colonid Government
Stocks recaved free of Income Tax? If na,

why not?

A —Theanswer to thefirg part of thequegtionisin
theafirmetive

Supplementary Appropriation Bill

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
second reading of a Bill intituled, An Ordinance to
authorize the gppropriation of a supplementary sum of
four million and twenty-six thousand three hundred
and thirty-six dollars and deven cents to defray the
charges of the year 1919.

Hesad: | propose after the second reading has been
passed to move thet the Bill be referred to the Finance
Committeewhereit may befully discussed.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and the
second reeding was agreed to.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY then moved that
theBill berefared to the FHnance Committee

THe COLONIAL TREASRUER seconded, ad
thiswas agreed to.

TheAnnual Budget

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
second reading of the Bill intituled, An Ordinance to
goply a sum not exceeding fourteen million and
aghty-fore thousand six hundred and sixty-two dollars
tothe Public Sarvice of theyear 1921.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded.

Hon. MRr. H. E. POLLOCK, kc.,, sad — Sr, —
Asthe Senior Unofficia Member on this Coundil, the
duty devalves upon me of offeing some generd
obsarvaions on their behdf on the Budget for 1921. |
ghdl dso, a the end of such observations, add a few
remarks of my own; and my colleagues will doubtiess
dedre d<0 to express thar own views on some of the
items comprisad inthe Edimetes

Inthefirg place, weregret to find thet, intwo detalls
the present Draft Edimates are deficient as compared
with those for 1920, namdly;, firg, in the absence of an
Index of subject-matter a the end, and, secondly, inthe
leaving of blanksin regard to the higher Officersinthe
Chinee Secretariat on page 17 and in other
Depatments We hope that these defects will be
remedied inthe Draft Edimatesfor 1922.

| will now procesd, on behaf of my collesgues and
mysf, to ded with the Budget, kegping, o far as
possble, for purposes of convenience, to the order in
which Your Excdlency dedlt with them.
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As regards the loss on rice, we have hitherto
recaived a prdiminary report only, and we are srongly
of opinion that afind report ought to have beenlaid on
the table of this Coundl for informetion long ere this
Wetrus thet thisomisson will beremedied as soon as
possible We dso trud that this expendve experience
will bebornein mind in future and we would ask that.
under smilar drcum. gances in the future, expert
avice and asigance will be employed by the
Government from beginningtoend.,

With regard to the fact that over one million dollars
ghort of the Esimates for 1920 were spent upon Public
Works Extreordinary, we are disposad to atribute a
pat of that shortage to inadequacy in numbers in the
Public Works gaff. We would dso eanesly press
upon Your Excdlency's natice the dosolute necessity
for the promptest deding with gpplications and plans
which are sent in to the Public Works Department in
regard to new buildings or dterations to buildings
sedng that dday in such matters not only retards
development and progress, but entalls the tying up of
capitdl.

As regards the proposad incresse of Stamp Duties,
wetrust that ample natice of the details of the propossd
meesures will be given to the public before it is
atempted to pass such measures into law, and that any
proected increese of Court fees and fess for
Regigration of Deeds will be refared to the Law
Society foritsviews

The Hon. Mr. Par. with whose remarks we are in
accord. will address the Counall on the subject of the
proposed increasss in the fees for use of Government
Buoysand for the medicd examination of emigrants.

As regards Hawkers licences, and the proposa to
charge for excess water in the Rider Mans didrids,
the Senior Chinese member has some obsarvaions to
make with whichwe arein agreement.

As regards the propossd Kowloon Eagt Feary
srvice and the proposed Mator Bus sarvices a
Kowloon, it is hoped thet the necessary strengthening
of the roads will be speadily put in hand, so that such
improved means of communication may be darted as
ealy aspossble

With regard to the anticipated increase of traffic on
the Kowloon-Canton Railway, it is our earnest hope
that the Canton authoritieswill, during the coming yes,
maintain a grong Civil Government, and that the
recent lavless gpidemic of militarisamand violence will
very soon wholly disappesr, and that the various armed

forces will be disbanded throughout Kwangtung an
Kwangd. We would dso, once again, urge the
paramount necessity for the gpeedy completion of the
Cantor-Hankow Railway, and dso for the linking up
of the Kowloon-Canton Railway with that Railway.

Asregardsthe Cadet Sarvice, we have not sufficient
materids before us to judge whether the proposad
scheme of payment of Cadets by seniority insteed of
by pods is dedrable or nat; and we should like to
know what isthe nature of thetwo drict efficiency bars
which arereferred toin Your Excellency's speech.

Whilg wdcoming the increase in the personnd of
the Police Force, we regret that there has nat been a
greater increase in the European section, and we are
not satidfied thet the proposed number of Europeansin
the Pdlice Force is aufficient for the growing needs of
the Colony and for the adeguate protection of its
inhebitants from the crimind dasses. We condder, dso,
that ricter supervison of the Chinese Detective Steff
isdesrable.

As regards the Prison Department, we are doubtful
whether the propasad incresses in the Gaol Steff are
aufficdent. The dight incresses gppeaing in the
Edtimates seem inadequate to cope bath with the Geol
proper and with the recently-opened establishment &t
Laichikok, more especidly aswe gather thet the chain-
gang isto be revived. The esablishment of a separate
Head for the Prisons Department was one of the
recommendations of the God Committeg, and we are
quite in favour of it; and we would sugges, as a
cordllary, that the Edimates of the Pdlice and Prisons
Depatments ought to be kept separatey from one
ancther inthefuture.

With regard to the new Gaol a Ngau Shi Wen (Item
73 on page 86) we hope that the mogt ample room for
expandon will be provided, as we condder that the
ided to am at isto have that Gaol asthe sole Gadl in
the Colony, thereby concentrating the Prison and its
gt in one gpot and saving expense, and do rdeasing
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the centrd and vaudble ste of the present Gaol for
other purposes

As regads the defidendes in the Europeen
Education gaff, the Unofficdd Memberstrugt thet such
deficiendies, which are retarding the teeching in our
schools, will soon be remedied. We dso condder thet
there are not enough schoals in the Colony for the
teaching of English.

With reference to the items on page 73, subddiesto
schoalsin New Teritories and Subsdiesto Elementary
Vernacular Schoolsin Hongkong, $7,200 and $10,000,
respectively, we would make thefollowing remarks—

For years, Veamnecular Education—the want of
which has been keenly fdt by the working Chinese,
who cannot &ford to engage private teechers for their
children—hasreceived meegre aiterttion and hep from
the Government, dthough it forms an important factor
in British propagandawork and isthe Sepping-sioneto
English education S0 far as the Chinese population of
this Colony is concerned Without a farly good
grounding in their own language, the value and benfit
of English education to Chinese youths cannat be so
fully redized as they should be. At presant the system
of vemecular education exiding in this Colony is
supported by the charitably disposed Chinese, who,
beyond a amdl subsdy or a smdl grant under the
grant-in-aid code, receive scarcdly any encouragement
or hdp from the Government. The schoolswhich they
aremaintaining afford shdlter for two or threethousand
children of the working dass, who, had it not been for
such schools, would be thrown on the dreets to swell
the number of Juvenile Offenders The present system
has no permanency, and those who are running the
schools may retire from the fidd a any time for want
of support and encouragement. My Chinese colleegues
uggest that the subgdies and grants should be
increased, and free scholarships given S0 as to enable
the best pupils to pass on to the Government Didtrict
schoolsfor acourse of English education. Whenthings
were chegp and rentslow, agrant of 3 or 5 dallars per
head might be adequate, but now thet everything has
gone up in price the old rates ranging from 9 to 12
dollarsought, it is suggested, to be restored.

With regard to the item on page 73 of Building
Grants, $180,000, we should like to be informed how
such sum s to be gpportioned between the different
schools.

Weareglad to hear that, a lagt, aMaternity Wingis
to be built on to Victoria Hospitd, and dso tha a

Hospitd is to be built & Kowloon and a Hospita for
Europeans to rdieve the pressure on the Government
Civil Hospitd on thissde of the Harbour. We gpprove
of the proposd to have wards in the later Hospitd in
which private practitioners can see their own patients;
and we hope that private practitioners will be given
leave to trest ther own paients in the Kowloon
Hospitdl.

As regards the recondrudtion of Queen's Statue
Wharf, we would urge upon the Government the
necessity for the new Wharf containing much gregter
accommodation for launches than the present one, and
dso that it should be congructed in a manner worthy
of itssurroundings.

Asregardsitemns 78 and 84 (on page 86) we should
like to know whether the Government foresaw the
necessty for this work  (which involves the
expenditure of over alac of dollars) a the time when
theland was sold for reclametion a La Chi-kok, and if
this contingent expenditure was foreseen in sdttling the
upst price for such land. We think it ought to have
been foreseen. As regards Item 84 we should dso like
to know whether the sum of $60,000 for the
condruction of the water-boat dock a La Chi-kok will
completethat work.

Whilg warmly commending the Government (and
epecidly the Acting Colonid Secretary) for the seps
which have been teking for the provison of additiona
housing accommodation & the Peak, the middieleveds,
and Kowloon, we have the falowing criticdisams and
remarksto make, numbered 1 to 2, repectively:—

1—We trug that the Government will drictly
enforce the pendlities for non-completion by due date
of dl houses and flats towards the erection of which
the Government has advanced money.

2—Weregret that it has not been found possible, inthe
digribution of the million dollarsin loansfor buldng, to
dlocate some of the moneysto personswho are building
for their own occupation, as we consider that owner-
occupiers are worthy of every encouragement by the
Government, and we venture to express the hope that it
may befound possible for the Government shortly to set
apart (possibly out of the proceeds of
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e of the dd Pog Office dte) a sum of 3 lacs of
dollarsto asdg personsto build houses of modest type
and reasonable cost for their awn occupeation, provided
that proper security isgiven.

With regard to building devdopment in the
neighbourhood of Wancha Ggp, we natice with
agtonishment that the Hill Tramway to Wanchai Gap,
for the congtruction of which a sum of $150,000 was
ingerted in the Edtimates for 1920 does not figure & dl
in the Edimates for 1921, and we are a a loss to
undergtand the reason for the omission, as obvioudy a
tram from the low levd to Wancha Ggp is an
indispensable priminary to the devdopment of the
Mount Cameron Didrict, which cannot be effectivdly
opened up by motor roads only. We presume that the
Government has had a survey made of the route of
such projected tramway and a rough esimeate of the
cogt thereof, and we should be glad of information on
thesepoints.

In your Budget spesch of lagt year (at pege 90 of
"Hansard" for 1919) your Excdlency referred to this
ubject asfollows—

"It has become very desirable to open up new
gtesfor resdencesin the Hill Didrict. The only part
of thet Didrict so far entirdly undeveloped is Mount
Cameron. and provision is mede under Item 17 for
beginning the condruction of a Tramway to
Wancha Ggp which will provide a rapid means of
access both to Mount Cameron and to the hills
between Wancha and Magazine Gaps.”

4—\We are disgppainted to find no referrence in
your Budget speech to any negotiaions with the
Military Authorities for the rdesse of the Military
lands on Nathan Road. Kowloon. As has been pointed
out more than once, Stes on that road which are
eminently sitable for residences are being occupied
by gablesfor mules

5.—We hope that the Government will do
evaything in its power to expedite the Soesdy
commencement and vigorous prasecution of the Praya
Eagt Redamation.

6—We trug that the extendon of the Ho Mun Tin
Colony and the devdopment of the area of land a
Kowloon Tong on Garden City lines will be pressed
forward by the Government.

7—We dso trug thet the Government will give its
assdance to the Ka Tack Redamation scheme by

pressing on with theinauguration of the Kowloon East
Ferry Sarvice and the Motor bus sarvice to Kowloon

City.

With regard to the question of whether there is a
shortage of housesin the Colony, there are no houses,
9 far aswe are aware, to let for European occupetion
in any pat of the Colony south of Coronation Road,
and it is a wdl-known fact thet the Hotels are so full
thet passengers ariving here by large Seamers are
frequently compdled to Say on board.

As regards the City Expandon of the Colony, we
ae vay glad to note from indications in Your
Excdlency's speech that the Military Lands Quedtion
has taken a decided gep forward since the metter was
debated in this Coundil on 29th January ledt, and we
eanedly trug that the Militay Authorities will
continue to co-operate heartily with the Government of
this Calony in expediting the procuring for the trade of
this Colony, by which we dl live, amuch nesded area
for expanding our office and busness accommodation

In connection with Harbour Development, we are
gad to extend awedcometo Sr Maurice FHtzmaurice,
and we hope thet his investigations here may result in
important developments of the shipping fadlities of
thisColony.

As regards commercid wirdess we would ask
Your Excdlency to gppoint asmall Committee (which
we would suggest should consgt of the Colonid
Secrdary, an Unoffida Member of the Coundl, and
the Commodore or an Officer deputed by him) for the
purpose of discussing and reporting on the feegibility
of utilizing the Stonecutter’s Idand inddlation for
commercid messages during cartain portions of the 24
hours, whilgt paying due regard to the necessities of
HisMgedy'sSavice

Ae regards our finances generdly, we would once
again urgethat itisnot fair to the present Colonigs thet
the entire cog of Public Works of a pemanent
character should be paid for out of current revenue, and
we would advocate that short Loans should be raissd

for such purposes.

So much, Sir, for the united views of my colleagues
and mysdf onthesubject of the Budget

| am now going to add afew remarksof my own, in
which my colleagues do not concur, in regard to one
itemin the Budget. namely. the proposd to makethe
motor road from Magazine Gap to Chamberlain Road.
In the first place, Sir, | venture to question



HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 67

the necessity for this extenson because dl those who
are living in the neighbourhood of Chamberlain Road
can eedly take the Tram down to the lower Tram
Sation, and from there they are in touch with dl the
other pats of the Coony which are accessble by
motor. One argument which | have heard againg this
contention of mine seems to be too pdtry for serious
congderation, namdy, that the motor-owner, whether
he goes east or weest, will have to gpend ten minutesin
traveling through China Town. Another argument
which | have heard usd is that it will be much
plessanter to travd from the Pesk to Repulse Bay over
the new progected road entirdy on the high leves,
ingteed of garting from below. This argument, though
better than the last one, does nat, in my opinion, judify
themaking of an expengveroad, whilewehavein this
Colony other urgent public matters requiring not
merdly the expenditure of revenue but dso the sarvices
of our nonetoo large Public Works S&ff.

Next, Sir, | takethe objection thet this proposed road
isnot desrable. Arg, on the ground thet it will destroy
one of our greates assets a the Peak, namdy, the
absolute quiet which we enjoy a night. If, as |
undergland to be the casg, it is proposad to continue
thisroad ultimately on through the Mount Kdlett Ggp
down to Pokfulam Road we ae faced with the
possihility of afine processon of joy-riders & the Pesk
a dl hoursof theday and night. And, evenif youcdl a
halt & Chamberlain Road, you canat prevent anybody
who can afford the hire of a car from going up to the
Peek on afine moonlight night, as | presume thet the
Government does not intend to put up aturn-pike and
toissue passesto Pesk resdents only.

And now | come to my sscond ground of
undesirebility which | condder most important, and
that is the quedion of sefety of the children living &
Magazine Gap and the Pesk. The proposad route of
the road lies through Magazine Gap itsdlf, and thence
dong the Cragmin Road to Cragmin Wed, and
subsequently it hes to sgueeze its way through the
smdl gap between "Chdtondde’ and "Bagownie’
and then to run for some digance dong the present
road padt the Pesk Church, which road isthe gpproach
to the Pesk school for dl children going to thet school
from any house to the east of that school. And the
question which | wish to put is this Why should we
wantonly and unnecessarily introduce a new danger
for children living & Magazine Gap and the Peek by
building such aroad?

| natice that tenders are now being invited for the
condruction of this proposed road, but | venture to
hope that Your Excdlency, before sanctioning the

acoeptance of any tender, will carefully saek for the
correct answer to thesetwo questions—

1—Issuch aroad redly necesary for the purpose of
giving to Pesk residents aocess by motor to other parts
of the Colony?

2—1s such aroad desirable, having regard to the
danger which it will bring to children a Magazine Gap
and the Pesk, and having regard to the fact thet it will
destroy the presant pricdess pesce and quiet a the
Pesk?

Hon. MR. LAU CHU PAK said—You Excellency,
of bendf of my Chinese colleagueand mysdf, | begto
offer afew observations an certain itemsin the
Estimates. In our opinion, and that of most of those
whom we represent, the reduction in the number of
hawkers licences which isintended to savethe Police
trouble, will more likely have an opposite effect,
inasmuch asin addition to looking out for unlicensed
hawkers, they will have to devote more time and
attention to watching the movements of the
unemployed and the vagrants, whose ranks will be
swelled by those who tail to obtain licences for
hawking as an honest meansof earning their livelihood.
The Chinese population hasin recent years grown
enormoudy and will, solong as paliticd disturbances
across the boraer periodically crop up, continue to
grow, so thet the number of licencesfor hawking nesds
to be increased instead of being reduced. From the
Chinese point of view it ismore in accordance with
righteousnessto giveaman afew dollarsas capitd for
hawking so as to enable him to gain a decent
livdlihood than to leave him unemployed and drift into
the ranks of vagabonds. | think the objectionsto
hawking would be minimized, if the licencesbeissued
in each digtrict and increased or reduced asthey may
be in proportion to the number of people residing
therein. Thelicences may dso bedasdfied, sothet, in
thevicinities of markets, licencesfor selling only
commodities other than market products would be
issued. Inview of thefact that the Chinese community
considers it exceedingly
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hard on a poor but honest man to be punished for
trying to gan a livdihood by hones means, not
because he defies the law by refusing to pay for a
licence, but becaue he is denied one when he
willingly offersto pay for it, we hope the Government
will recondder its decison from a more sympathetic
point of view. At any rate, dl thasewho are & presant
holding licences should be given new licencesand an
extra number should be given to new goplicants in
proportion to theincrease in the populaion. Asregards
the two thousand licences which it is proposed to
abolish we should aso like to know how it is to be
done and whether geps will be taken to prevent
possibleabusesin connection with theissue.

Water Excess Supply and Meter Rents—Under this
heading, it is proposed to charge for excessive use of
water in the rider-main digricts. It may not be out of
place to recal whét redlly led up to the introduction of
the rider-main system. The sysem was asked for asa
concesson from the Government by the Chinese
resdents and they pad the cogt of its congruction,
which amounted to more than $1,000,000. The
conditions under which the Chinese live here, to-day,
are the same as they were seventeen years ago when
the sysem wasintroduced. Their houses aredmogt dl
let out by floors and in many casesafloor issub-let to
sverd families The ground floor occupied by
shopkespers and tradesmen uses more water than the
tenants of the upper floors. Will a meter be fixed on
each floor or ameter on the ground floor only, to serve
for the whole house? If o, how will the charges be
equitably apportioned amongd the different floors or
the different families, as the case may be? And who is
to be hdd ligblefor payment, when one floor becomes
vecat? If the landiord is to be hdd lidie for
everything, how is heto recoup himsdf? Ishe alowed
smply to add what he likes on to the rent and is such
addition, if counted as rent, agan taxale? These
reasons together with severd others were, seventeen
years ago, lad before the Government by the Chinese
community with the request that the rider-main be
subdtituted for the meter sysem and the Government
granted the request on condition that they contributed
to the codt of its condruction. Practically spesking, it
wes in the naure of a contract beween the
Government and the Chinee house-owners. Now,
after s0 many years, in goite of thefact thet the Chinese
hed until recently suffered much hardship from short
supplies and thet they had been mede to spend <0
much money, they ae to be charged for wha is
esntid to good hedth and deanlinessin their narrow
and crowded quarters. Have those who have originated
the proposd to charge for excessve use of water inthe
rider-main digricts weighed wel every condition,

under which the population of these didricts live, of
whom the working dass preponderates, and have they
thought out equitable means of dividing the charges, 0
asnot to increase unnecessaxily the cogt of living and to
cause endless disputes between owners and tenants or
between tenants and tenants? The Chinese conder
thet the proposdl, if carried into effect, would conditute
abreech of contract on the part of the Governmen.

Education—Onthissubject, Sr, we should aso like
to make afew remarks. British education in this
Colony, which has, during the past 75 years, Seedily
branched out al over Chinahas, in an indirect way,
served as a part of British propagandawork and, as
such, it should have been so conducted asto gainthe
good will and affection of all those whom it was
intended to enlighten and whose co-operdionit aimed
at procuring in order to further British interests.
Perhaps in the opinion of those in whose handsthe
work has been entrusted it has already been so
conducted, but the result, as we have seen and
experienced both here and elsawherein China, is
hardly commensurate with the efforts and time
expended. At any rate, it has not been so successul as
theefforts of ather nationswho cameintothefiddat a
later date. It istrue that gppreciation of the facilities
afforded by the British authorities and missonsfor
gaining amodern education isto be found wherever
British influence prevails, but somehow or other there
seemsto be alack of mutual sympathy and support
between the British residents and the Chinese. For
instance, to-day, at the metropolis of China, where
most of the Chinese students educated abroad have
gathered since their return, what forcibly strikes a
visitor who takes any interest in the subject isthat,
except those who went there from Hongkong or
returned from England, all the returned students have
formed themselvesinto groups working heartily, in
sympathy with. and in support of the country from
which they derived their education. The nationals of
those countries from which the students came back
aso mingled fredy and fraternaly with the sudents
and also with the Chinese merchants who have
business dedlingswith them—athing thet issddom, if
ever, experienced
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here. How isit that the Chinese educated in Hongkong
and in Grest Britan behave 0 differently? This
question we have put to many of our competriots, and,
dthough the answers were more or less evadve, they
dl pointed to one factor, and thet is a want of mutud
sympathy and good fdlowship between the Chinese
and those from whose country they recaive their
education. Even in this Colony, the centre of British
influence and British enlightenment, there exis socid
barriers between the rulers and the ruled, which give
rise more to mutud digrus then to the mutud
confidence which is dl-important for breeding mutud
sympathy and underdanding. The same condition
prevails on the mainland of China, where the two
peoples meat on more or less equd foating. This Sae
of efarsismod regrettable, and we venture to bdieve
thet it can be removed by doser intercourse. Now thet
we have a Univerdty among us, we hope that its
growth will be nursed with such careand aliberd spirit
aswill materidly hdp the ends of British propaganda
work. (Applause)

Hon. MR HOLYOAK —Your Excdlency, the
vaious quedions rased in connection with the
Finance Bill under discussion have been so fully and
ably dedlt with by my colleague, the Senior Unofficid
Member, that it is unnecessary for me to daborae, or
discuss a length, more than one or two paints. | amin
entirdy in sympathy mysdf with the comments of the
Senior Unofficdd Chinese Member on the suject of
hawkers licences, and | cannat hdp feding that during
the pag twdve months the Police prosecutions of
juvenile offenders dmog partook of the nature of
persecution and mugt tend, if they have not dready
done 50, to the deve opment of juvenile criminds, with
whom, under presnt drcumdances we have no
adequate method of dedling. With your permission, s,
| should like to dedl for the moment, firgt of dl, with
the important question of British education in China
and in Hongkong, which | deem one of the mogt vitd
questions before us to-day. At firs sght you may fed
indined to cdl me to order in naming China in
connection with this debate which is of more direct
interest to Hongkong, but in redity the two problems
are absolutely inseparable because the interests of both
ae common, united and insgpaadble 0 far as
education is concerned. You will have an opportunity
before long of reading the verbatim report of a very
interesting discusson, which took place afortnight ago
a the Shangha conference of the British Chambers of
Commerce, which dedlt & very greet length with the
whale quedtion of British Educaion in Chinaand in
Hongkong. You will read of the proposds to establish
a British Universty in the North which it is not

proposd in any sense to make competitive with our
University here We studied this quetion sincerdy and
eanesdly, and we are corvincad that nether the
Universty in the North, nor the Hongkong University
can be fed and mantaned with-out a sysem of
secondary education and secondary schools provided
in different parts of China | do not think we can
separate the two problems, both representing, as they
do British Imperid interegts It was fdt and very
grongly in Shangha and it is my own conviction—
ad | know the Committee of the Chamber of
Commercein Hongkong isbehind mein this—that we
mus go even further than providing dementary
schools We mugt dearly redise that not only the
Hongkong Universty, but the Universty to be
edablished in Tientsn should be regarded, not as the
ultimate end in view, but as a means to thet end. We
should pass on dudents from these Universties for
find education in our home universties. | say this
because it is a wel-known fact in the North thet our
American friends with tharr zed, which we dl admire,
have established schools and universties with thisend
in view. Already they are retumning students who are
becoming an ever increasing power in the North. | am
not hereto ariticise thar methods. Representing as | do
British interests, | contend we cannat fulfil our part,
dther in China.or & home if we do not redlise thet we
mudt provide sufficient fundsto esablish and maintain
an educationd link which will be inseparable from our
home universties, so that we shdl have asuccesson of
British sudents returning, who will bdieve that the
firg enginesring worksin theworld are British, that the
finest products are British, and that the finest public
schools are British. There is room for competition
between usdl and we must work, if | may say o, with
friendly rivary and in a sirit of co-operaion. It was
for thisreason, Sr, wewed comed vary patticularly, asa
beginning the grant to Holy Trinity College, Canton,
whichwewill vote and which isthe beginning of such
an outline of education as | have emphadsed. | am
quite certain that the burden is too great for ether
China or Hongkong and mus be supported by
Imperid grants. Subscriptions will be raised, but | am
firmly convinced that the Imperid Government will
aso cometo our assgance
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You, yoursdf, gr, have refared to the fact that the
schools here are serioudy undergtaffed and thet so far it
hes been impossible to find suitable candidates to fill
the vacancies. We should like to know whether it isnat
afact thet thisisnat entirdy due to war conditions, but
to the fadt that the dary offered is not auffidently
conducive to atract slitable candidates We impress
upon you the necessity for filling these vacancies a the
earlies moment.

In connection with the Police Department we have
noticed with interest the proposal to etablish atraning
schoal in connection with the new ged in the
Kowloon Redamation ste. We should like to impress
upon the Government the importance of training
Palice officers who can stifactorily handle the traffic
of this place, which is of growing importance. Anyone
who has been to the North, in Peking or Shangha,
comparing the system of treffic contra we have in
force here with that which obtains even in Peking to-
day, will recognise thet the system which obtains here
isyetinitsinfancy and that wehave much to learn.

We wdcome the vote made under the heading of
Governmet Houe extendons | mysdf have
previoudy refared to the condition of Government
House in this Coundil, but owing to war conditions it
washot possiblethento ask for avote We are glad thet
it is possble now to bring Government House more
into conformity with the dignity of the Colony.
Persondly spesking | would like to see added to your
garage asuitable limousine for the conveyance of your
guestsin amanner worthy of the dignity of the Colony.

| now come to the question of finance in regard to
public works. | am well aware thet the Colony is free
of debt and thet for years past grest works have been
caried on out of current revenue. But | do contend,
and as you have learnt from the Senior Unoffidd
Member, we are agreed that necessary works have
been held back in the pagt by this policy which, we
contend, is not sound. | suggest for your congderaion
thet large public works which are necessary to the
growing devdopment of this Colony—the biggest
days of which in my opinion, are yet to come—we
must teke large views of the future, in connection with
dock developments on the other Sde of the harbour
and the harbour devel opments which will possibly be
recommended by the expert, Sr Maurice Fitzmeurice
whom we welcome amongdt us to day. These works
should be caried out on the prindple of debenture
loans raisd locdly and redeemable in part year by

year, and possbly by premium loans with which our
Chinese friends are wel acquainted. By such means
devdopment would take place more rgpidly then it
otherwisswould.

| have looked in van for any reference in the
edimates to the wirdess dation for Hongkong. This
ubjet was dso discussed a the conference a
Shanghal. It has long been fdt by the Chamber of
Commerce here tha the fadlities we have in
Hongkong are quite inadequate, compared with the
fadlities in Manila and Shanghal, and is only & our
disposd through the courtesy of the Admirdty, for any
commercid purpose We have had to rely on occasons
upon Manila for current prices of docks and
commodities wirdessed from the Padfic board via
Honolulu, and we fed we cannot too gtrongly
emphasse the importance of having a powerful
wirdessdaion in a Colony like thiswhere shipping is
the lifeblood. We mugt have a wirdess gation which
can pass on messages to reech London within a
reasoneble space of time. We hape, S, you will make
these representations to the Imperid Government in
connection with the Imperid wirdess scheme under
congideration and urge prompt action.

In conlusion, | would like to refer to the impending
retirement of the Director of Public Works, because
thisisthe last occasion of abudget debate & which he
will bewithus

| do not fed competent mysdf to refer to the many
yeas of loyd and diginguished sarvice he has
rendered to this Colony. Many of the megnificent
buildings which mugt impress everyone who lands on
these shores, and the roads, which are unegualed in
any pat of theworld, are ganding testimoniadsto him.
In parting, we would wish him dl the happiness and
hedlth in the retirement to which heisjudly entitled. |
ds wish to thank the Colonid Secretary and the
Sacretary for Chinese Affairs, who are going on leave,
for thar invduable savices to the Colony. The
Chamber of Commerce espedidly in its rdations with
the Colonid Secretary's Department has appreciated
his untiring efforts and zed, often under trying
conditions and great courtesy. This Colony is grateful,
and we wigh to show it by atribute to their sarvices.
We wish them a plessant voyage and haliday & home.

—(Applauso).
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Hon. MR E. V. D. FARR said—Fadlowing the
remarks of my unofficid calleagues, | think the most
griking festure of the Budget is the propossd
expenditure, exceeding the edimate for the current
year by some $3,500,000 in spite of the expected
dedine of some $2,000,000 in the opium revenue. It
has been further proved during the year that whet | said
a this Coundl mesting this time lagt year on the
diminishing opium revenue is as true to-day as then.
One result of the British Government rdinquishing its
control of this traffic and handing the revenue,
multiplied 100-fald, to the resourceful smuggdler, isthe
additiond work put upon the shoulders of the Police
Force in their endeavours to ded with this most
intricate ramification of smuggling the world has
probably ever known, which extra expense the long-
uffering ratepayer hasto pay for and. a thesametime,
make up the defidt in revenue. Some 17 or 18 years
ago, when the incoming Liberd paty went to the
dectars of Greet Britan on (amongst others) the
ubject of opium, | recdl a conversdion with a
merchant in this dty, and his saying to me "Bdieve
me, Mr. Par, no one will ever prevent the Chinee
smoking opium, no more than they will prevent a
Britisher drinking beer" A period of nearly 20 years
has proved what that gentleman said to methen, sofar,
to be correct. The whole question has srved as a
convenient palitical "plank," and the Sete of efarsisa
thousand times worse to-day than it was then, as a
conseguence. So long as China continues to grow the
poppy (and we ill reed of whole digricts under its
cultivetion) and so long as the smuggling of opium
gopearsto beon theincreasein Ching, | hdl continue
to urge that the only way to combet the smuggling is
for the import of the drug to be controlled by the
British Government, as necessary.

Asamember of the Public Works Committee | can
vouch for the fact that a congderable amount of useful
work has been done in the privacy of that Committee
room snce its re-arangements on the lines proposed
by your Excdlency lagt year, and it may be of interest
for me to dae tha in conddeing the past year's
edimatesfor new roads our aim and object hasbeento
open up new building Stes dong the routes chosen, as
much as possble We urge the Public Works
Depatment to bear in mind during the year the
necessty for encouraging as many contractors as
possble to gat and carry on business 0 as to keep
down the pre-arangement of prices and hdp the
upply to met what is expected to be an increesng
demend inthisrespect.

| ds0 agree that the Government bear in mind the
expediency of meking up defidts by short time loans

in locd or gerling currency with adequete snking
funds, thus equitably digtributing the payment of thet
devel opment more epecidly benefitting pogterity. Our
northern  neighbour, Shangha, has recently been
successful in floating a 6 per cent. gerling short time
loan of £750,000, this money to be dlocated to pay for
doresrecaved from Home. | bdieve this Government
would find no difficulty in rasng a Smilar loan or
loans a any time of nead and thet this expediency
should be caefully conddered before increesng
taxation to any large extent. Whileit is sound palicy to
spend on devdopmert, it is important to remember
thet the progperity of the Colony regts on its lightness
of taxation in order that the port may remain a chegp
digributing centre of trade—if possble, alittle chegper
thanany rival, present future.

| natice on page 8 of the Draft Edimetes that the
scde of feesfor the use of buoysisto berevised and |
would respectfully point out thet when these buoys
were gopropriated by the Government from the
Shipping Companies—in many cases a one-third of
their then vdue—they were handed over on the
condition that the tariff should not be used as a
Governmert revenue-making concern, but thet the fees
should be regulated s0 as to give a far retun on the
outlay. We, therefore, view with grave concern the
Government's proposal to increese the taiff from
$75,000 to $95,000, as the former figure is dready
wel known to give a handsome profit on the outlay.
Weshdl beglad to know if the representative Shipping
Companies concerned have, through the Chamber of
Commerce, been consulted in this matter. We further
wishto point out that any increasein the charges of the
port such as this, emigrant fees ec., vis a vis amilar
charges a rival ports, bear intimately upon the trade
and continued prosperity of the Colony.

Wetrug that the proposd for themilitary to give up the
ground around Murray Barracks for building purposes
will mature without delay so that these much-needed
deve opment schemes may be put in hand and expedited
as much aspossible. 1, personally, am not in favour of
spending alarge sum of money in continuing the Peak
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Tramway to the Queen's Road levd as such an
dteraionwill only serveto render more expensve il
one of the dready mog expengive tram sarvices |
uppose, intheworld. The lower tram dation has done
vay wdl where it is for some 30 years and this
vaduable ground can be put to better public useand the
money spent to better public advantage then in
continuing the Peek tramline to the lower levd. The
road will, no doubt, be widened as it is dready the
mogt extendvely used road by motor vehides in the
Colony. Broad pathways will no doubt be mede for
chair traffic and pededtrians.

The necessity for more recregtion grounds for a
growing young community as this Colony mogly
congdsof, is bang fet more every year and | submit,
gr, tha the solution of this increasingly important
metter is that a large goace or gpaces be levdled and
tufed a& Kowloon in the more essly get-at-able
digrictson thissde of the hillsand that such spacesbe
served by chegp farry and tram savices | think | am
voicdng the sentiments of the generd public (British,
Chinese, and dl denomingtions dike) when | say thet
while the Government may be blamed for too little
atention in this direction, the importance of the matter
20 far as it dfects the public wdfare cannot be over-
edimated.

| endorse the Hon. Mr. Pollock's welcome to Sir
Maurice FitzMaurice among us and look forward to
his report and recommendations for the improvement
of our Harbour—our chigf assat for the continued
progpeity of our port. At the same time we
congratulate oursalves on having the bendfit of hisvast
experience,  wdlknown knowledge and  sound
judgment inthismogt important métter.

The introduction of Digphones and Wirdess
Pogtion Finders will be much gppreciated by the
Shipping community usng the port. It is right the
Colony should leed the way in this and other
devdlopments and it is hoped the Chinese Authority
will in due course inditute these improvements dong
the China Coad, wdl known as one of the mog
crowded shipping thoroughfares of the world and &
certain far too frequent seasons of the year one of the
most prevaent to densefogs and adverse currents.

| again reiterate what my colleagues have pointed
out before in this Coundil with regard to the linking up
of the Canton railway with the Kowloon line. It ssems
drange indeed thet the vast potentidities of ralway
devdopmentt in south and centrd China do nat
gopaently seem to be redised by the Chinese
Authorities. The recent political troubles around

Canton seem to have podponed indefinitdy any
solution of thisdl-important busnessfor thewdfare of
the country. We trust that the Kwangtung and Kwangs
factionswill adjudt their differences peadily and sdttle
dowvn to cary out thar dedinies and geat
respongihilities

| should like to see a Government Propaganda
Department darted. It has been remarked upon to me
on more than one occason by new influentia arivas
from Home that the average man in the British Ides
has no conception of what this outpost of our Empire
conggs of a the present time, converted asit has been
in the course of some Sixty years by British enterprise
from a fever-gricken and swampy barren idand to a
busy thriving commercid community. Thousands of
millions of money have been spent and millions more
are baing spent on the deve opment of the Colony and
it should be the privilege and duty of dl to meke these
things known a Home and around the Empire where
they may not now be gpprediated and when they can
help on the good work in any way by so doing.

| cordidly agree with whet the hon. member for the
Chamber of Commerce has sad about our Director of
Public Works, the Hon. Mr. W. Chatham, CM.G,,
who hes evary right to fed proud of having
successfully carried out during along and honourable
career afair proportion of this grest work. In tendering
him the Colony's thanks we wish him a long and
heppy retirement inthe Old Country.

We woud dso regpectfuly offer our
congraiulaions to your Excdlency on  your
adminigration during the pagt year. | endorse the
remarks of the Hon. Mr. Holyoak regarding the
Colonid Secretary, the Hon. Mr. A. G. M. Helcher,
C.B.E., and wish him as pleasant ahaliday in England
asit iswdl-earned and desarved. In these remarks we
indudethe Hon. Mr. Hallifax, our Genid Secretary for
Chinee Affars.

TrHe COLONIAL SECRETARY — Sir, | must
open my remarkswith an apology in repect to thefirgt
point raised by the hon. member representing the
Judtices, who drew atention to the matter of theindex.
We were very pressed at the moment in connection
with the settlement of the subordinate
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officears daries and, were unable to find time to
compile the index. With regard to page 17 | am not
quite sure thet | understand the reference mede by the
hon. member to the abbsence of the names of the Heeds
of Departments. They are induded in the list on page
15 and it will be seen tha the Secretary for Chinese
Affarsisonedf four officersat thetop.

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—My paint, g, is thet they
should appear under the department heedings

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY — The hon.
member referred to the question of thericetransactions
and suggested thet the report regarding the find
winding up ought to have been lad on the table long
ago. In the fird ingance the auditing and checking,
have not been long completed and we have dso been
wating for the condderaion of the mater in
connection with the Supplementary Appropriction Bill
whichisto be consdered this afternoon in the Finance
Committee. | think his dridures as to expensve
experience and lack of expat advice and asidance are
somewhat undeserved. With regard to expenditure, we
bought about 83 lakhs of rice and on that the totdl loss
was gpproximatdy 27 lakhs, and | venture to say thet
the figures of some individud merchants in this
Colony will make no better showing in repect of their
transactions for the same period. It must be
remembered thet, through force of drcumstances, we
were compdled to buy on arigng market in order to
Seady the price and we were uneble to sl until there
came a fdling market and the prospect of obtaining
future supplies

With regard to his point in connection with the
poss ble inadequacy of the Public Works staff, His
Excellency referred to this at the last meeting, and
pointed out that we were employing someloca firms,
and thet, if it should be necessary to engage additiondl
daff, thiswould be done. With regard to Stamp duties
it istheintention of the Government to givefull notice
to dl partiesinterested of any proposed incresse. The
hon. member mentioned next the strengthening of the
roads in connection with the proposed motor bus
svicesa Kowloon. Thisisarranged for under Public
Works Extraordinary, Page 85 of the Edimates, where
asumof $100,000 is set asdefor this purpose. There
isaso an additional sum for the New Territory Road
and for improving the surfacing as far as Lanchikok.
which will possibly be the terminus of one branch of
the service. He also expressed the hope that the
Kowloon-Canton Railway will belinked up with the
Hankow railway. Negotiations are in an advanced
stage and there is hope that as soon asthings settle
down in Canton a speedy solution will befound. He

then referred to the question of European Police and
said theforce was not sufficient for the protection of
the population fromthe crimina classes of the Colony.
| may say thet the Police cost money, and the Europesn
Policecog avery large sumindeed. It will be seen thet
theincreasethis year isfrom something like nine lakhs
to thirteen lakhs, an increase of $400,000. The hon.
member has produced no facts or figuresto show we
arenot aufficiently protected. | think it isagreat tribute
to the efficiency of the Policethat we have had such a
dear record asregards crime recently, in view of the
disturbed gate of affairsin the neighbouring Province.
| may say, too, thet it isthe opinion of Government thet
the Shipping Companiesand Merchantshere arerather
too prone to subgtitute Government protection inthese
mettersfor—may | say?—sdf-rliance. We have had
recent correspondence on the subject in regard to
broaching of cargo and thefts dong the water front. It
has been pointed out that the European Police dong
thefront could, no doubt, do much to remedy thistate
of affairs by better supervision and they could, no
doubt, make the way of the transgressor somewhat
harder, but this touches only the fringe of the subject.
The Government, in aletter asrecently as yesterday,
pointed out to the Chamber of Commercethat in their
opinion the remedy liesin the hands of the persons
concerned. Thereis condderadlelaxity inthe metter of
the supervision of the cargo and goods carried about
the harbour. For example, goodsliedl night injunks
and lighters without any supervision and then the
ownersexpress surprisswhen on arivd in Americait
isdiscovered that bricks have been subdtituted for tin.
Coal isweighed from ship to lighter, but not from
lighter to godown. Some owners pay their launch
coxswainsafixed sumfor running expenseswhichisa
direct inducement for the theft of coal stores. There
was arecent case where aship employed anumber of
coolies and quiite by accident alarge gang of cargo
broacherswere discovered & work broaching cargoin
the middle of the day. | think that if shippers and
employers of labour co-operated morein providing
proper supervision, the task of the Police would be
considerably lightened, and their services would
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be rendered more effective. | beieve | am right in
saying tha in Singgpore the rank and file of the
European police are something under 40; hereitis 180;
and | think in Ceylon the European force for thewhole
idand isabout twenty-three.

In regard to the prison & Lachikok, alarge sum for
temporary gaff was recently voted by the Coundil and
| think the numbers are quite ample to cope with the
present Studtion. The hon. member referred to the
possible introduction of the chain gang. Thisis hardly
theintention of the Government. The proposal isto use
ome prisoners to cover over the refuse dumps &
Laichikok and the hon. member may rest assured that
adequate geps will be taken to see that the prisoners
are propaly guarded. He aso drew atention to the
quegtion of a separate heading for the Police and
Prison depatments in the etimaes. This is the
intention, and the printers have been indructed to
change the heading and insart the prison as a sparate
department. It will be seen that the title of Assgant
Superintendent, Victoria Gaol has been dtered to that
of Superintendent of Prisons. | may dso say that it is
the intention with regard to the new geol a
Ngaushiwan thet it should bethe slegadl, except for a
few cdls in the neghbourhood of the Police Court.
The acreege is something over fifteen acres for the
geaol and Police schoal, as compered with the area of
1.7 acres on the present Ste. It is proposad to employ
prisoners in quarying gone lying on the northern
boundary of the new stewhereby more ground will be
added.

I will now refer to the quegtion of Education; to the
inadequecy of the European gtaff and of schodls for
teaching English as mentioned by the senior Chinese
member and the member representing the Chamber of
Commerce | think that, asregard g&ff, the effect of the
wer is dill felt. Men were taken out of training for five
years and there isa great shortage & home where they
can command amog any price they like Our system
of advertigng & home is hardly good enough | think.
The gerling sdary merdly is quoted, without reference
to the fact that exchange is dlowed a 2/- and under,
and no mention is made of chegp house rent and free
passsge Mr. Tanne, the Headmeder of Queen's
Coallege, who has gone home on leave, has been asked
to arange on the sot thet candidates may dearly
undergand whet the pogtionis.

Hon. Mr. HOLY OAK sad that he thought thet l
women teechers should have free quarters.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY—The work isin
progress and alarge sum of money had been provided.

On the quedtion of vernacular education | think | may
say that the Government is fully in sympahy with the
views expressed, and they owe much to the efforts of
Mr. Lau Chupak to whom is due the progressve
policy of the Confudan Sodety's schodls The
Government vote is nat a very large one—a vote of
$10,000 thisyear. Thisquestion isvery largdly affected
by alack of varnecular teechers We are trying to
remedy that by training men a the Univergty. With
regard to technicd educaion, the Government has
largely increased the grant, recognising thet the higher
dasxes are more expendve and reguire more efficient
teaching. | am not sure of the exact figure, but | think
the grant for the top dass has been raised from $24 to
$50, thet of theintermediate dassfrom $20to $30, ad
of the lower dass from $15 to $20. The hon. member
for the Chamber of Commerce referred to the grant to
Holy Trinity College, Canton. Nat only isthere avote
of $650,000 for this year, but a sum of $50,000 has
recently been paid. In order to encourage the College
to assg itsdf, it has been made acondition of the grant
thet the College must raise an equal sum. They have
dready got thar firg $50,000 to which the
Government has added $50,000 and they will no doult
bein apogtion shortly to get the remaining sum. | am
gad the hon. member recognizes the fact that we
cannot cary the whole burden oursdlves The next
point rased is in regard to the dlocation of building
grants. The promised dlocdion to . Joseph's is
$40,000; to Holy Trinity, Canton, $50,000; and to .
Mary's, Kowloon, $20,000, (not definitey promised).
For Farlieand St. Stephen's Girls Schodl, to belocated
in Wes End Pak, we have a totd obligation of

omething like $12,000 pesking from memory.

With regard to the Queen's Statue Wharf, it isthe
intention of the Government to build alarge wharf
with ample accommodation for launches. It has been
proposd thet there should bealong pier. In additionto
t h e f act t h at it
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will cogt $150,000, it is possble that a projecting pier
will block up the areanow used by smdl launches and
yachtsin the vicinity. The wharf will be so condructed
that its can gand asthe base of aprgjecting pier, and it
will be entirdy in kesping with the dignity of the
aurroundings. Sir Mawrice  Fitzmawrice will  be
conaulted on the matter. With regard to the water boat
basin a Lachikok, when arrangements were mede for
leesngland inthevicinity an additiond sumof 5 cents
per foot was charged in order to ensure thet the lesees
should bear ther share of the cost. The Government
has to provide a condderable sum because it has to
train astream which done cogts about $180,000.

The hon. member refared to various points in
connection with the housng quedion. The
Government has become very much more grict in the
metter of pendties recently. In the firg place, after the
fird lapse, treble or quadruple rates are put on, and then
amore subgtantid fine in addition, and findly there is
re-entry. We have reentered in one or two cases
recently. The question of the dlocation of $300,000
with security has been answered in the question which
the hon. member put at an earlier gage of thismedting.
In regard to the same subject the Government as
speedily aspossibleis marking out land in the Ho Mun
Tin digrict and hope very shortly to come to some
arrangement with the parties interested in the building
of acertain number of houses there. It isdso marking
out land a Kowloon Tong and arrangements there are
being advanced as geedily as possble | think the
grant of chegp land and easy communication will very
largdly solve the housing difficulty. It wasfound inthe
recent dlotment of money thet thelarge mgority of the
goplicants were men of sraw who had no possble
security to give Thear only suggestion was thet the
Government should provide the houses for which they
should pay some $25 a month. Only one has made a
definite propogtion and he has been given very chegp
land a Fanling and an advance of hdf the cog of his
house

The hon. member hasleamnt with agonishment that
no steps have been taken to proceed with the proposed
tramway to Wancha Gap. |, for my pat, hear this
datement with agonishment, because the uncffiad
members who are members of the Public Works
Committee of this Coundil, advisad thet it should be
left out. | would mention that arough survey has been
prepared and a very rough esimate of the codt is two
lakhs, without teking into account motive power of
ay dexription. We might take power from the
Hongkong Electric Company. One reason why it isnot
going onisthat Stesa Wancha Gap are being opened
up by the new road. One of the ressons for the

Wancha Ggp Tramway was the inadeguecy of the
present tramway to the Pegk. We are negotiating with
the Peek Tramway Company to bring the tram down
to Queen's Road and to enlarge the carsto carry nearly
double the number of people they now cary. | hope
the arrangements made will not necessitate any large
increexeinfares

Hon. MR. POLLOCK— should like to ask when
the unoffida members sad they did not want thetram
to Wanchai Gap.

H.E. THe GOVERNOR—During your asence, |
think, Mr. Pollock.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY — The hon.
member dso referred to the military land in Nathen
Road, Kowloon, and expressed the hope thet there
would be hearty co-operation between the military and
Government on thet metter. Ve can assure him on thet
point. The project generdly is thet the military should
go over to the other dde and that they should give up
that area dong Nathan Road, known as Whitfidd
Baracks tha the Europesn troops should be
accommodated a Gun Club Hill and Kings Park,
leaving the golf course intact and that naive troops
should be to the north and east of Kowloon dity. It is
hoped that we may be able to take over the military
hogpitd and that a new hospitd for the military would
be built on one of those hills directly west of the
Cement Works The smoke nuisance will have to be
abated. Withregard tothe U.SR.C,, it is suggested thet
this should be on the Ste of the present parade ground
a Whitfidd. These proposds are, of course, purdy
tentative.

The Praya East Reclamation isbeing pushed on as
quickly as possible. The preliminary work is very
heavy and two enginearsare devoting their wholetime
to the matter. Assoon asfigures are ready tenderswill
be cdled for. The hon. member has expressad the hope
that, in order to assist the Kai Tack Reclamation
scheme, the Kowloon Eadt farry sarvice and the motor-
bus service should be pushed on. Asregardsthe ferry
service, tenders are being called for thisweek. As
r e g a r d s t h e
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motor-bus savice, we have refared the proposd
shedule and raes to the Kowloon Resdents
Assodidion and we are merdy waiting till they have
gvenusthar views

The hon. member suggested gopointing a
Committee to discuss and report on the feashility of
the Navd Wirdess Sation at Stonecutters baing used
for commercid purposese and inthis connection | may
refer dso to the remarks mede by the member
representing the Chamber of Commerce. The matter
has been fully discussed and it will serve no ussful
purposeto go into it again. It has been pointed out thet
the gation is not powerful enough and the sysem on
whichitisrunisnat fitted for commercid work in the
ordinary sense With regard to the generd quedtion |
have here the report of the Imperid Wirdess
Committeg, 1919-20, which consdered the whole
ubject of wirdess teegraphy throughout the British
Empire. It is goparent to everybody we cannot gand
done We mugt have gations linked up in order to get

our messagesthrough to England.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY then reed severd
extracts from the report to the effect that Sations nat
more than 2,000 miles gpart were recommended, a
commencement to be made with the chain ending in

Hongkong.

Hon. MR. HOLY OAK—I haveread thereport very
caefully mysdf. What | wish to emphasse isthat we
must have a gaion and we must have it & the earliet
possble moment. This mornings paper  reports
wirdess messeges between Bordesux and Shanghal
and New York and Manila

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY—In reply to Mr.
Lau Chapak on the quedion of the hawkers | am
adonished that Mr. Holyosk has expressad his
sympathy with the hon. member's remaks | am
surprised because Mr. Holyoak hes dso dated that
Hongkong has not begun to redise that thereissuch a
thing as mator-traffic. The question of hawkers is
primarily one of traffic control, and of good order and
dealiness It is admittedy difficult for the
Government to sate exactly the number required in the
public interest before they trangyress into a public
nuissnce. They admittedly squat with their gdls dl
about the thoroughfares and litter the place with refuse
and add very condderadly to the labours of the
Sanitary Department in scavenging. They indgt on
sling their wares in prohibited areas and generdly
obgtruct traffic. Anyone who has been through western
Victoria or Yaumeti will agree We have waged
incessant warfare to get the sredts ressonably dear and

| submit it is unfair that we should be asked to issue
licences indiscriminately and then put on extra Pdlice
to chase them from pillar to post. The Government
edimates a revenue of $28,000 on 7,000 licences, as
agang 9,000 in the present yeer. It is not proposed to
reduce the numbers by taking away licences dl
havkers who now have licences will have them
renewed and if there are more than 7,000 goplicantsfor
renewd, licenses will be renewed accordingly.
Licenseswill dso be given to new gpplicantsin spedid
casss, but they will nat be granted to dl and sundry. It
is not proved that because a license is refusad to a
person he immediately becomes a aimind but it is
true in many cases that a hawker takes out alicen and
pretends to cary on a trade as a cover for aimind
practices You cannat in atown like this have both the
mediaevd and the modern system. The native idea of
the uses to which public thoroughfares may properly
be put is not in accordance with the modern schoal of
thought on the sulject and | think it isreasonableinthe
interegts of traffic control and the management of the
city generdly thet these licenses should be kept within
a ressonable figure. The honourable member dso
mentioned that there might be abuse in connection
with theissue of alimited number of licences | do nat
think so. All presant holders will be entitled to a
renewd of thdr licences and new applications are
carefully inquiredinto.

With regard to the proposed charge for excesswater,
the rider mains were given at the request of the
Chinese but it must be bornein mind that they were
given dso to endble the Government to check theuse
of water and their primary object was that when the
shortage of water came in the winter to cut off the
weter from Chinese tenement houses It wasfound thet,
in order to consarvethe supply, it was necessary to cut
it down to something under two hoursaday. During a
period of restricted supply the Chinese turned on the
tap and wasted the water. Now we have a supply
lasting throughout the year and the wasteage is very
great indeed. | think the hon. member would prefer
some tax upon the amount used rather than that the
supply should be limited to an hour a day,
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with dreet fountains only available during the rest of
the time There are catainly various difficulties as
regards the impogtion of the tax but its incidence
would be on a wide bass Thee is no definite
datement asto increasad fees; it is Smply proposad to
add to therevenue from thissource.

Asregards the question of the buoysin the harbour,
raised by the Hon. Mr. Par, the suggestion to increese
the fees has not been goneinto & any length. The cost
of everything—even the cogst of passages on the ships
of the hon. member's own company—have gone up
very much indesd and there is no reason why the
Government should remain in the postion it wasin Sx
years ago. With regard to emigration fees our feesare. |
think, below those of other ports and the figures show
that we can put on these extra charges. The Coundil
may ret assured that the Government will do nathing
to prgudice the important interests of the Colony in
thismetter.

I may, in condusion, express my degp gopredation
of the complimentary words expressed by the two hon.
members with regard to mysdf, which, | think, are
rather deserved by the sarvice as a whole to whose
dficdent co-operdion the smooth running of the
Government mechineisentirdy due—(Applause).

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—One paint to which the
Hon. Colonid Secretary did not refer wes to the
quegtion of private pradtitioners being dlowed to
atend their own patientsin the Kowloon hospitd.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY —That is the
intertion of the Government.

Hon. MRr. POLLOCK— am not convinced thet the
unoffidid members refusad the Wancha Gap
tramway.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY—It was discussed

in Committee and it was agreed that the scheme should
be omitted.

THe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—Before
replying to pointsraised by hon. members with regard
to public works which have nat been dedlt with by the
Hon. Colonid Secretary | would ask permissonfirg to
express my deep gpprecidion of the remarks rdaing
to mysdf which have fdlen from the hon. member
oppaodite (Hon. Mr. Holyoak), and from my hon. friend
on my left (Hon. Mr. Par). It has dways been my
endeavour to maintain the high gandard of excdlence
of the public works generdly which had been

edablished by some at leadt of my predecessorsin this
Colony.

The hon. sanior unoffidd member referred to the
necessty for the prompt deding with plans for
dteraionsto buildings and new buildings. Providonis
mede in the ordinance for avery limited period within
which plans must be dedlt with and if he could bring to
my natice any case in which tha period has been
exceded | will be glad to investigate it. According to
the ordinance the parties who deposit such plans may
procead with the buildings if no intimation of
disgpprovd is recaived within the period sated. With
regard to the Praya East Redamation scheme | can
only say that some ddlay will necessaxily result from
the vigt of Sr Maurice Fitzmaurice to investigate the
question of harbour improvements generdly and the
establishment of wharfage and railway communication
on the other Sde of the water. It is necessary to have a
greet ded of information prepared for his benefit and
the & that would be otherwise engaged on the Praya
East Redamation work has had to be taken off for thet

purpose.

The hon. sanior unoffidd member referred to the
motor road from Chamberlain Road to Magazine Gap.
In that cese the quegtion was refared to the Public
Works Committes, congging of dl the unofficid
members and they were unanimous in recommending
the congruction of thet road. | am aware of course, thet
my hon. friend Mr. Pdlock was absent from the
Colony when that occurred, but | think he should have
it out with hislocum tenensin the firg indtance before
complaning of theinsartion of thisitem.

Hon. MR. POLLOCK— entirdly disagree with the
hon. member. Why should not | have my own views
ontheaubjet, and why should | not expressthem?

THE DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— merdy
wished to merttion that it was not a matter which hed
been inserted by the Government without reference to
the unoffidd members and that the work hed recaived
their unanimous support.

| think the Colonid Secretary dedlt very fully with the
question of the rider main system. The reason for
introducing this sysemwasthat a Bill had been passed by
this Coundil providing for thewithdrawa of the services
to the houses generdly unless meters were introduced,
and for giving a supply to the people from public
fountains only. That was the reason why the rider
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man sydem was gplied for and ultimady
introduced.

The main object of the meters, of coursg, is to
economise the water supply and prevent the necessity
for further grest extendons of the wateworks to
maintain the supply. Such extensons, if necessary in
thefuture, must be atended by far greater expense than
hitherto. Mr. hon. friend on my left (Mr. Parr) referred
to the degrahility of encouraging the introduction of
new contractors. If any contractor can show methat he
has some experience of work and hes caried out
successtully works dsawhere, | am aways resdy to
indude his name in the lig of contractors digible for
tendering for Government works. The hon. member
aso mentioned in a casud way the desrability of
utilisng leve gpaces to the south of the Kowloon hills
for recredtion purposes. | would be gad if he would
show me where these levd spaces are unless he refers
to the swampy places lying to the right and Ieft of the
Tapo Road near Taikoktsui. There are practicaly no
level gpacesthet | am aware of & Kowloon thet can be
rendered available for recregtion purposss without the
expenditure of acongderable sum of money.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—Honourable gentlemen—
Before proceading to refer to one or two points which
have not been referred to dther by the Director of
Public Works or the Colonid Secretary, | should liketo
sy how much |, as Head of the Governmer,
gopreciate the remarks of the member for the Chamber
of Commerce with regard to our three colleagues here;
but | would aso like to say that we shal get much
more work from Mr. Chetham in this Coundil before
he retires othewise | mysdf would have refarred to
hisretirement.

With regard to the Cadet Service, the senior
unofficid member asked for information on the subject
of the efficiency barsand generdly on the question of
the genera scheme of payment by seniority instead of
by pods. The postionisthet insuch asmal serviceas
thisitisextremdy difficult tofit theright man into the
right post because the man who is an expert police
magistrate may be the senior man in his class and
under the old system when a post such as that of
Postmedter-Genera or Tressurer fell vacant you had to
promote the senior man to the post whether he were
the best adapted to the work or not, while there might
be ajunior officer who would prove an extremely
good man for the post. That isnot avery sstisfactory
position. Another objection to the late system of
dassfication wasthat promotioninasmdl savicelike
thiswas very uneven. A man might be kept back from

promotion for quite along time because his seniors
remained in office and it was extremdy hard for aman
to be kept in one dassfor ten to twd ve yearsbefore he
could get promoation. | cameto the concluson, and the
Secretary of State agreed, that the fairer and better
course would beto pay aman on the plan now adopted
S0 asto be certain you can employ aman to the best
advantage and put him into the post for which heis
most fit. Thet involvesthe abandoning of the sysem of
classfication. Thereisadanger under this system, of
course, that you must dways be prepared to get aman
who is content to do the minimum amount of work
which will enale himto draw hisincrements Thereis
no reason why you should allow aman to proceed
from bottom to top of the scdle doing only aminimum
amount of work, enough to make sure of his
increments. For this reason two hating places have
been made—one at £600 and one a £900 and only
men who are conddered redlly worth higher pay will
draw increments beyond those figures. | think that is
the only satisfactory solution, and under this scheme
really good men will get promotion. In connection
with thet subject the hon. member drew atention to the
fect that in the Estimates certain departments showed
blanks, eg., on page 17. Thereason for that is partly
dueto thischangein classification but in any caseit
was thought desrableto placethe Cadet Service under
aseparate head for convenience of accounting. This
systemisfollowed by the Federated Mday States and
Ceylon after co Sderable experiencein trying to make
things clear. It has the disadvantage of not enabling
anybody to see at a glance the total cost of a
department, but | guarantee nobody has been ableto
ascertain what the total cost of a department wasin
Hongkong under the other syssem. An officer put into
adepatment asasubgtitutewould draw part of hispay
from one department for his previous podtion and part
from the department in which he was temporarily
placed, and this gave avery consderable amount of
annoyance to the accounting officers, as the hon.
Colonid Treasurer will tell you. | can seethat at firgt
sight it looks rather curious to find all
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departments given in the Esimates without any heads,
but | am surewhen you get used to the system you will
agreewith methat. itismore satisfectory.

With regard to what the hon. member has said with
regard to Magazine Gap Road, | confess to a catain
amount of sympathy with the hon. member, and | may
say this is one of the points on which | differ from
someof my officid colleagues | think, however, some
of the fears expressad by the hon. member are rather
unnecessary. | do think the road is dedrade. It will
open up new dtes and will rdieve the intoleradle
congestion on the Pegk Tramway, & leas we hope 0.
The Pegk Tramway will, we hope, be improved, and
thet is one reason that the Colonid Secretary has given
why the Wancha Tramway has been dropped for the
moment, but it certainly will take some time beforethe
improvement of the tramway is possble and
meanwhile | think it is highly desrable that the road
should be provided to rdieve the congegtion. | think
the danger to children is dightly exaggerated. The
roads have many uses but playgrounds for children is
not one of them. Thereis no serious danger to children
if they are properly looked after. The road will be 20ft.
wide, and we are not depriving the children of any
roads they have habitudly used because the road is
precticaly onanew line.

Hon. MR POLLOCK—There are very important
partsof theroad, r, whichwill digurb the present road
that the children now use in going to the playgrounds
and for walks Thisroad will not, asfar as| am aware,

openup any new gtes

THe DIRECTOR orF PUBLIC WORKS— do not
think it will open up many.

H.E tHE GOVERNOR—If the new road had
opened up any big number of stes | would have had
no hesitation whatever in recommending it, but the fact
that it will open up any dtes a dl is auffident
judtification for the opening of the road. The provison
of an dtendive route to the Pek is dso one of
importance. With regard to the digurbance of the
peece and quiet of the Pegk, | do not think there is
serious danger of night being made hideous by a
continua stream of carsracing over the Pesk dll night.
Is there not atime limit, after which hired motor cars
areprohibited?

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—They arevery laehours.

Hon. MR. HOLY OAK—Oneodock, | believe

His EXCELLENCY — If necessary, that can be
dtered. The hon. member's views on this subject are
not supported by his colleagues When the proposd
was made to omit the Wancha Gap tramway the
members on the Public Works Committee made no
obsarvaionsin oppadtiontoit.

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—When was this megting
hdd?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY—Thereweretwo
mestings. One was an informa mesting because Mr.
Holyoak and Mr. Johngone were going away. At the
second mesting | was not present, but the Director of
Public Works reported that no change was medein the

draft proposds

His EXCELLENCY—The probeble cogt of the
tramway would be somewhat heavy and for many
reasons it would be advantageous for it to sand over.
Wemay possbly condder it next year and tekeit upin
1922.

There remainsthe question of public worksfrom
loans. | agree very largely with what was said by the
hon. member representing the Chamber of Commerce
but | am not surethet | have any definiteinformation to
support his contention that progress has been retarded
by the practice of paying for worksout of revenue. As
hon. members will have seen, the Public Works
programme contains a very large amount of work
which cannot be paid for out of therevenue of thisyesr,
but we arein possession for the moment of certain
baances, and | think it isawise palicy to reduce these
ba ances before having recourse to loans, which must
necessarily be very expensive. | was surprised at the
figures given by the hon. member (Mr. Parr) with
regard to a Shanghai loan. If you have aloan for a
short term of years you have to provide very heavily
for asinking fund. Presuming it isnot floated & par we
should haveto congder that aswell, and it ssamslikdy
that we should haveto dlow for an annud payment of
9 per cent. It israther more than we can aford. If this
wereacase of aheavily taxed community which could
not afford to pay for large works from itsincome. |
would certainly support such aproposd but | think thet
thisis probably the lightest taxed community in the
world & the present moment and | think it can afford to
go on paying out of its income.
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This padlicy, however, is likdy to come to an end
shortly. Whatever Sir Maurice Fitzmaurices proposds
may be, it will doubtless be desire of the Coundil to
cary them out, cartainly to a large extent, and | fed
quite confident from what | know of engineersthet the
proposds will involve a condderable expenditure.
When tha time comes | am quite with the hon.
member that we should resort to a loan rather then
retard deve opment.

TheBill wasread asecond and third time.
Armigice Day Holiday

H.E. THE GOVERNOR— take this opportunity of
adding a few remarks to those | have dready made
Hon. members are aware that shortly before the 11th
November | issued aprodlameation declaring the day of
the Armigtice anniversary a haliday. | think it was in
accordance with the public wish and with the practice
dsawvhere. The Colony was in rather a peculiar
postion because it dready had a public holiday on
Monday, being the Monday neerest to November Sth.
Thisyear | did not wish to take any decigonin ahurry
90 | dlowed the holiday to stand in addition to the one
on November 11th. | do not think it advissble in the
future to have two holidaysfollowing so dose on each
other, and my view is that we should adhere to the
holiday on Novermber 11th and drop out the holiday on
the Monday nearest to November Sth. | degre to
mention to this Counail thet thisis my intention in the
future, and if any hon. member has any objection on
his own behdf, or on behdf of his condtituents, | will
begadif hewill et me know in due course, as1 do not
intend thisto beameatter of discusson a thismedting.

ThePlantsOrdinance, 1920

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second
reading of aBill intituled, An Ordinance to provide for
the protection of trees, shrubsand other plants. He said:
The object of the hill is to protect, where desrable,
trees, dhrubs and other plants growing on the hillddes
and in other places of the Odony. The paticular
occason of the hill is the protection of one shrub, the
azdea That shrub used to be much more common in
years padt then it is now and in the flowering season
was a driking, feaiure of the landscgpe. It is desrable
that we should preserve ashrub of that kind. | think the
destruction and gradud disgppearance of the shrub is
due to ignorance and thoughtlessness. It is nat known
thet the plant is not one that lends itsdf to table
decoration, because if the flowering branches are cut
the plant is unable to produce a further full supply of
flowersfor five years. A draft of the regulationswhich

itisproposed to meke hasbeen arculated with the Bill.
It is proposed to meke provison that no person shdl
without lawful excuse sl or offer for sde or have in
his possesson any portion of an azaea except whole
plants grown outside the Colony and brought into the
Colony as whale plants, and portions taken from
private gardens with the consent of the owner. The
onus will be on the adleged offender to prove that he
comes within one of the exemptions named. The
regulaionswill belad on thetable of the Counail, and
if any member of the Coundl wishes to move an
amendment he will have an opportunity of discussing
the proposed regulations when they have been laid on
thetable

THeE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Hon. MR POLLOCK —What geps have been
teken to inform the Chinee of this proposad
legidation?

THE Hon. SECRETARY For CHINESE AFFAIRS
—Itwill betrandated in the Chinese press

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—Is it hecessary to inform
the public by beet of tomtom?

Hon. MR LAU CHU PAK —Advetisements

should beinserted in Al vernacular papers That will be
aufficient.

HE tE GOVERNOR — You ocondder that
stidactory?
Hon. MRr. LAU CHU PAK—Yes

The Bill was reed asecond time. Coundll then went
into committeeto condder the Bill dauseby dause

Thee weae no amendments and on Coundll
resuming the ATTorRNEY-GeENERAL moved that the Bill
beread athirdtime

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the
third reeding was passed.
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Protection of Women and Girls
Ordinance, 1920

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second
reading of aBill intituled, An Ordinance to amend the
Protection of Women and Girls Ordinance, 1897. He
sad: The object of thisBill isto increase the powers of
the autharities in dediing with the traffic in girls The
objection to the present saction which the Bill proposes
to amend is that it is necessary to prove that the girl
who is found here in the possession of a man Ieft or
wastaken out of the possesson of her father or mothe,
or some other definite person having lawful charge of
her, such as a guardian. In many cases it has been
found difficult to trace the girl's rdatives and very
frequently it isdmogt impossible to get them down in
time to gopear & the prosecution. In other cases
convictions are thronmn away by the dupidity or
connivance of the girls themsdves and it seems nat
unreasonable that when a man is found in the Colony
with agirl in his possesson, he should be called upon
to say how he came into possession of her, and to
prove his title to be in possession of her with the
const of the people entitled to give consant. The
onus of proof is thrown on the man. The Bill dso
provides thet if the girl gppearsto the magidrate to be
under twenty-one years of age she shdl be presumed
to be under thet age and unmarried, unless the defence
proves tha she is maried or is of that age It is
extremdy difficult to prove the ages of thegirlsand in
some casss they do not know themsdves or ae
unwilling to hdp the prosecution. It was fdt that
throwing the onus of proving the consent of parentson
the defence might seem rather too dradtic because it
might lead to prosecutions out of soite. It is therefore
provided by Clause 3 that no prosecution shdl be
commenced without the consent of the Secretary for
Chinee Affars

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.
TheBill wasread asecond time.

Coundil then went into Committee to condder the
Bill dause by dause There bang no amendment, on
Coundil resuming, the Bill was read a third time and

pasd.
Criminal Intimidation Ordinance, 1920

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second
reading of a Bill intituled, An Ordinance to regtrain
catan acts of intimidation. He said: This is ancther
atempt, aswasthe lad Bill, tofill upagap inthefence

erected agang crime, Cases have frequently occurred
in which intimidation was used by individuds and
didies for the purpose of forcing a person to do
something unlawful or restraining him from doing a
lanvful act. Sometimes a man is forced to join an
unlanvful sodety and sometimes a man is prevented
from carrying on hislawful occupaionin alavful way.
The law, a presant, is not srong enough to ded with
these acts The Bill has been drafted on the lines of a
sectionin the Indian Pend Code. The Bill providesfor
caxssin which thregts are made indirectly. It will be no
defence to prove that the thregt was not addressed
directly to a person. Every person who commits an
offence againg the Ordinance will beliableto afine of
$500 and to imprisonment for any term up to six
months, and, on indicment, to five yeas
imprisonment.

THeE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—Iant there a part refarring
toinjury to reputation, aswel?

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL—Yes

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—Are Chinesein the hebit of
atacking one another's reputations?

Hon. MR. LAU CHU PAK — Yes.
TheBill wasread asecond time,

Coundl then went into Committee to condder the
Bill dauseby dause.

No amendment was made and on Coundl
resuming the Bill was reed athird time and passed.

TheAdjournment

The Coundl adjourned for afortnight.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE.

TheSupplementary Egimate

At the condudon of the Councl Medting, a
medting of the Finance Committee was hdd, the
COLONIAL SECRETARY pregding.

The Committee conddered the supplementary
edimatefor thefollowing sums—

Harbour Magter's Department............. $34,606.10
Miscdlaneous SAVICES......eeecenneee 3,821,703.60
Pdliceand Prison Departments........... 23941A
Public Works, Recurrent.................. 120,509.87
Charitale SEVICES......vvvereeesererirennns 25574.60

o 7= PR $4,026,336.11

THe CHAIRMAN—Thereis asum of $34,000 for
the Harbour Mager's Department. It will be seen that
the whole of this expenditure is in respect of the
acquistion and rearrangement of moorings in the
harbour. We had to put down a number of additiond
moorings and buoys owing to incressed tonnage. This
answvers in pat the quedions of the Hon. Mr. Par in
regad to additiond fees Under Misodlaneous
Sarvices thereisavote of $3,821,703. Paticulars will
be s8en on page 13. Fgures have been given regarding
the loss on rice. The loss on exchange is due to the
rising dollar which lowers our Serling rate. When the
dollear fdls there is a surplus. It is purdy a book
transaction.

Hon. MR. POLLOCK—When the find report of
thericetransaction islaid on the table, will we have an
opportunity of spesking onthe matter? Thisisnot find,
isit?

THe CHAIRMAN—NoO: members will have full
opportunity to discussthereport.

THe CHAIRMAN—Miscdlaneous Sarvices dso
include $68,000 in connection with prisoners of war
and $98,000 specid dlowances medeto officers a the
front. With regard to Public Works Recurrent, there
aganitisfor additiond work we have been adeto put
in after the war. While the war was gill on we did not
fed judified in launching out into expenditure on it.
The Charitadble Sarvices grant is practicdly covered by
the grant on page 60—$25000 for locd Chinese
Chaities This was voted by the Coundl. It

represanted a sum which formerly was derived from
theferry sarvices a Yaumati which weretaken over by
the Government.

Hon. MRr. LAU CHU PAK—It waspromised to the
Tung Wah Hospitdl.

THe CHAIRMAN—Yes, it was promised and the
Coundl votedit.

TheBill wasgpproved.
Capitation Grants

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sumof $7,640in ad of the vote Education Department,
Other Charges, Capitaion Grants.

THe CHAIRMAN— referred to this subject just
NOW.

Approved.
Typhoon and Raingorm Damage

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote a
aum of $35,000 in ad of the vote Public Works,
Recurrent, Hongkong, Miscdlaneous (17) Typhoon
and Raingorm Dameages

THE CHAIRMAN—This covers heavy items such
as repars of land dides on the Shaukiwan—Taitam
road, and a number of other landdides throughout the
Colony.

Approved.
Road Widening Beyond North Point

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote a
aum of $20,000 in ad of the vote Public Works,
Extreordinary, Hongkong, Communications, (16)
Roads, (k) Shaukiwan, —Widening exiding road
between North Point and Quarry Point.

THE CHAIRMAN—The vote was for $60,000 ad
the tender was 23 per cent. above the edimae This
aum has been dlowed for in the edimates of the
second hdf of the year.

Approved.
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Dredging Foreshores

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote a
am of $1,500 in ad of the vote Public Works,
Recurrent, Hongkong, Miscdlaneous, (16) Dredging
Foreshores

The CHAIRMAN—The vote was for $9,000 and
the increase is due to the increased cogt of moving a
pier.

Approved.

Lugard Road Extensons

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote a
aum of $5,000 in ad of the vote Public Works,
Extreordinary, Hongkong, Communications (16)
Roads, (¢) Lugard Road Extensions.

THe CHAIRMAN —The vote this year was
$45,000 and they pressed on with the work quicker
then was anticipeted.

Approved.




