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3ro NOVEMBER, 1924.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLENCY THE GOvERNOR, SR REGINALD
EDWARD STUBBS, KCMG.

His Exceltency THE  GeneraL  OFFICER
CoMMANDING THE TrooPs (MAXOR-GENERAL SR
JOHN FOWLER, KCcMG, CB,, DSO).

THe CoLoniAL Secretary (Hon. SR CLAUD
SEVERN, KBE,CMG).

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (HoN. MR J. H. KEMPB,
K.C,CBE).

THe CoLoniaL TREAsURER (Hon. MR C. Mcl.
MESSER, oBE).

Hon. MR H. T. CREASY (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. MR A. E WOOD (Secretary for Chinese
Affars).

Hon. MR E D. C. WOLFE (Captan
Superintendent of Police).

Hon. SRHENRY POLLOCK, k..

Hon. MR P H. HOLY OAK.

Hon. MR CHOW SOU-SON.

Hon. MR H. W. BIRD.

Hon. MR R H. KOTEWALL.

Hon. MR C. MONTAGUE EDE.

MR S. B. B. McELDERRY (Clerk of Coundils).

Wedcometo Sir Henry Pallock, K.C.

H.E. THe GOVERNOR, on taking his seat, said—
Before we proceed to busness | wish to take the
opportunity of welcoming Sir Henry Pollock back to
the fold and of presenting to him the indgnia of the
rank of Knight Bachd or which have been received by
mein his absence. It has been a gredt plessureto me
to obtain for Sr Henry Pollock this honour, which
was awdl merited recognition of his public services
| am afrad it would be idle to pretend that Sr Henry
Pollock and | arein agreement upon dl questions, and
it is not beyond the bounds of posshility thet there
may be further dissgreement this afternoon —
(laughter); but | yield to nobody in my admiration of

the sdf sacrificing public spirit shown by Sr Henry
Pollock during the time | have known him and long
before, and | have grest pleasure on behaf of mysdf
and the Coundil in congratulating him on the honour
thet hascometo him.

Hon. MR HOLYOAK—SIr, on behdf of the
Unofficda Members of the Coundll, may | say how
much we gppreciate the honour bestowed upon our
colleague by the King for the long and excdlent
sarvices he hasrendered to this Colony.

SR HENRY POLLOCK recaved from His
ExceLLENCY a case containing the indgnia of the
Order, and briefly thanked His ExceLLENCY.

Minutes

The minutes of the lagt meeting were gpproved and
sgned.

Finance

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. The Governor, lad on the table Financd
Minutes Nos 94 to 98, and moved tha they be
referred to the Finance Committee.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. The Governor, laid upon the table the Report of
the Finance Committee (No. 10) and moved that it be

adopted.

THe COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Papers

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. The Governor, land upon the table the fallowing

papers—

(1)— Regulation under sections 25(4), 33(2) and 42
of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance, 1899,
mede on 16th October, 1924.
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(2— Regulation under the Public Places Regulation
Ordinance, 1870 and 1923, mede on 23rd
October, 1924.

(3y— Regulation under section 6 of the Dogs
Ordinance, 1893, made on 23rd October, 1924.

(4)— Exemptions from the provisons of the Rents
Ordinance

(5— Order under s=ction 9 of the Pogt Office
Ordinance, 1900, made on 30th October, 1924.

(6)— Report of the Head of Sanitary Department for
the year 1923.

(7y— FHre Sedion Building (Quarterly Report,
Sessond Paper No. 11 of 1924).

(8y— Queen's Fer (Quarterly Report Sessond Peper
No. 12 of 1924).

(9— The FErection on Exiding Foundaions of
Bonham Road School (Quarterly Report,
Sessond Paper No. 13 of 1924).

THeE COLONIAL SECRETARY— regret thet the
report of the Head of the Sanitary Department has
been 0 long ddayed. The report itsdf was ready
severd months ago, but the Medicd Report and the
Report of the Medicd Officer of Hedth have been
ddayed for various reasons, and this prevented the
whole Report being lad before you. Three quarterly
reports asked for by hon. members on the Fire Station
building, Queen's Pier and the erection of a new
schoal in Bonham Road arelaid onthetable

Crown SdlicitorsBill

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL —Sir, | beg to
move the fird reading of a Bill intituled, An
Ordinance to amend the Crown Salicitors Ordinance,
1912. This Bill will make it clear that there may be
more Assgant Crown Solicitors than one, and it will
endble any Assgant Crown Soliditor to prosecute &
the Sessons provided that heisabarrigter or salicitor.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the Bill wasread afirg time.

Summary OffencesBill

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL —Sir, | beg to
move the fird reading of a Bill intituled, An
Ordinance to amend the Summary Offences
Ordinance, 1845. Section 9 of Ordinance No. 1 of
1845 makes it an offence to occupy Crown land
without a permit, but it provides no procedure for the
remova of the offender or hisgoods or buildings, and
it is not dear thet a continued occupation after the

expiration of a licence is an offence if the firg
occupdation was lawful. Clause 2 of this Bill deds
with thesetwo defects.

| must point out thet a dight dteration has been
meade in the Bill anceit was circulated to honourable
members. The dteration is in sub-section (1) of the
proposad new section 9 of the principa Ordinance,
whichisto be enacted by dause 2 of the Bill. Thefirgt
few lines of this sub-section now read asfollows—

"No peson dhdl, except under and in
accordance with a licence or permit from the
Director of Public Works, occupy, ec.”

The temptations of the illicit trade in dangerous
drugs, opium and ams are 0 great that secret and
sometimes daborate  hiding places ae often
condructed in ships for the express purpose of
smuggling such aticles. The sanctions againg this
practiceareinsufficient at present. Clause 4 of the Bill
proposes to provide what it is hoped will be an
adequiete pendty.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY saconded and the
Bill wasread afirst time.

Forgery Bill

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL—Sir, | beg to
move the first reading of a Bill intituled, An
Ordinance to amend the Forgery Ordinance, 1920.
The Forgery Ordinance, 1922, containsa number of
provisions deding with the forgery of bank notesand
the uttering and possession of forged bank notes. It
contains no provisions dealing specifically with
currency notes, whether issued by the governments of
the various British Dominions or by foreign
governments. Currency notesdo not come within the
definition of theterm bank note. Forgery and uttering
of currency notes can be dedt with under the present
Forgery Ordinance, but the maximum penalty is
small compared with that for forgery and uttering of
bank notes, and it is arguabl e that possession of
currency notesis no offence under the Ordinance.
This Bill will fill up this lacuna
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in the prindipd Ordinance. The principa Ordinance
mekes possesson of catan ecified forged
documents an offence but it contains no generd
cdause making posesson of any other forged
document dso an offence. The Bill will cure this
defect dso.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
theBill wasread afird time.

Tedegraphic M essages Bill

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL —Sir, | beg to
move the fird reading of a Bill intituled, An
Ordinance to amend the Tdegrgphic Messages
Ordinance, 18%4. The Teegraphic Messages
Ordinance, 1894, Ordinance No. 3 of 1894, provides
that when atelegraphic message has been recaived by
any person, associaion or company in the Colony for
publication in a newspaper or for drculaion to
subscribers no other person shdl publish in a
newspaper, or in any printed or written
communication, the subgtance thereof or an extract
therefrom, until after thirty-Sx hours from the time of
the fird publication of the message by the person
recaiving the same. This provison is defective in
three points. In the fird place, it does not prohibit the
retransmisson of such messages by tdegrgph. In the
second place, it is not dear whether the section
goplies to messages recaived or sent by wirdess
tlegraphy. In the third place, it does not apply to
messages recaived or sert by telephone or by wirdess
telephony. This Bill proposes to cure these three
defects.

THeE COLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded and the
Bill wasread afirst time.

TheBudget

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the
second reading of the Bill intituled, An Ordinance to
apply a sum nat exceeding Twenty-five million two
hundred and saventy-€ight thousand one hundred and
thirty-three Ddllars to the Public Service of the year
1925,

THe COLONIAL TREASURER seconded.

SR HENRY POLLOCK, kc—Sir, | would ask
your Excdlency's permisson, as | have so recently
returned to the Colony, to ask my hon. friend the
Member for the Chamber of Commerce to make the
speech on generd subjects on behdf of the Unofficid
members, and, if you will dlow me, | will afterwards

make afew remarks of my own.

Hon. MR P H. HOLYOAK —Sir,— Before
proceeding to the discusson of points aidng in
connection with the second reading of the Finance
Bill now before us | dedre to convey our
congratuldions on the very able satement presented
by your Excdlency a its introduction and the highly
satifactory gate of the Colony's finances which it
records, more epecidly so in these troubled times in
evary pat of China, contreging vividly with the
peaceful conditions which this Colony has enjoyed
under your adminidration during the past tweve
months.

We wdcome the daement that our
recommendations of many years danding and
emphadzed again on this occasion lag year in
connection with the Shing Mun Water Scheme thet
Public Works Extraordinary such asthis, and the Port
Devdopment Proposas shdl be financed by short
and long tem loans when the Colony's credit
baances have been reduced to somewhere in the
region of five million dollars and with this in view,
paradoxical though it sounds, we are sure the Colony
gpplauds your courage in budgeting for a deficit of
"something over 8% million dllars”

We shdl be glad to hear precisdy what stege hes
been reached in connection with the surrender of the
Military lands and whilst on the subject, recommend
that the increase in our Military contribution, due to
our increesing revenue, ingead of being paid over to
the War Office, should be credited here to the
reconditioning of the Military forces on the Kowloon
sSde seaing that, under the Washington Convention,
our fortifications and generd defence cannot, we
undergand, be increasad here, though we dedre to
draw dtertion to the fact that we are dill entirdy
without ar-defence though others in these lditudes
are seadily developing the use of aeroplanes.

It isour conviction that considering the condition
of Chinaat present, Hongkong is seriously under-
garrisoned and that afar larger force should be kept
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here for emergency purposes here and dsewhere;
suitably and tactfully approached, weimaginethat the
British sactions of Municipal Coundilsin Concessions
throughout Chinawould be willing to condder arate
levy, in contribution to this Government for the right
to cdl for protection in emergency.

Turning now to the Draft Edimates —there are
severd points upon which we desire to touch or seek
further information and | proposeto ded withthem as
they ariseinthe headingstherein arrayed.

We condder thet @l European licences should
expire & the end of the year and become renewable
on the 1 of January and thet dl licences should be
payable to the Treasury Office and not through the
Police Depatment.

In our opinion the minimum scde of fares for
Rickshas and Chairsistoo low and should beraised.

Harbour Department—We are glad to know that
the Rescue Tug isin course of congruction and trust
the remainder of the Typhoon buoys for large vessds
will be completed in ample time for their possble
need next yesr.

Miscdlaneous Sarvices (P 30).—In connection
with the rent of Public telephones, we shdll be glad to
know whét is the present pogition with regard to this
esatid  Public Savicee and when some
improvement in present condiitions can belooked for.

We recommend a condderable increased vote in
ad of the Alice Memorid and Affiliated Hospitals—
whose fine work on behdf of the Colony we fed
judtifiesincreased support.

Magidracies (P33).—The growth of the work on
both Sdes of the harbour seems to cdl for a second
permanent dipendiary and we shdl be glad to know if
the Government are consdering this, or if not will do
0.

Police Force (P39).—The condderdble increase in
the Police, referred to in your Excdlency's speech, is
both wdcome and necessty and we dedre to
congraulae the Governmett on the marked
improvement in the control and prevention of crime,
under admittedly very difficult conditions during the
pagt year, traffic control, and especidly in the Fre
Brigade, which dafords remarkable evidence of
gregtly improved equipment, generd efficency and
adminigraion in this most important department. |

amthe more glad to be able to say thisbecause | have
mysdf critidsed it adversdy on severd occasions
before.

Medicd Depatment (P48)—The new Principd
Civil Medicd Officer has so recently arrived and had
comparatively so short a time to sudy the problem
that we prefer to avaid criticism at this Sage, of the
Hospitd Service and Adminidretion in the Colony a
the gate of which, & thistime last year and for long
before, we were serioudy concerned. The evidence
thet he hes redlised dl was not asit should be, ether
in equipment, personnd, stores or buildings gives us
auffident confidence, for the moment, to await
deveopments, but meanwhile we shdl carefully
watch this department and he may count on our full
support for any needed funds to improve conditions

generdly.

The time is not far digant when the Government
will have to condder dodng the mgor pat of
Kennedy Town Hospitd and moving the whole, or
gregter part of it, to amorefavourable Ste— possbly
in the neighbourhood of Happy Veley extensons
when Morrison Hill has been findly cagt into the sea,
Under no drcumdances can the conditions
surrounding the present "G.CH." be conddered
favourableto recovery from seriousillness, and inthis
connection we would pay awell desarved tribute to
the Maron and Nurdng gaff there, whose labours
under mogt trying conditions— especidly during the
heat of summer— cannot be too highly commended,
and we condder the scale of pengons upon which
they retire needs subdantid increese, and trugt the
Government will assure usthet this shdll be goneinto
and revised favourably & once.

Weleamt with some concern thet the stefor thenew
Lunétic Asylum on the other Sde of thewater had been
abandoned and afurther Steisbeing looked for. We
cannot too strongly ingst that this should be settled
without further delay. The condition of the present
Lunatic Asylum has been adisgraceto the Colony for
yearspast and we desre thet the new Asylum should be
pressed forward with all possible speed and that
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if the Public Works Department is too busy to handle
it—when the ste is sattled—the work shall be given
to outdde Architects, as has been done on many
occasonsduring the pagt year.

Botanicd and Foresry Department— We would
liketo see more doneintheway of planting flowering
shrubs and plants on reserved open gpaces in the
Colony, and certainly more might be done in this
respect on the tram line to the Peek where plating
seams to have been dmogt entirdy confined to the
scarlet Hibiscus. We dso advocate much more liberd
planting of Frsin the New Territory with a view to
protecting and increasing firewood supplies.

Public Works Department (P69)—We are glad to
see the increese in the Architecturd Department of 5
additiond Enginears and 4 in the Buildings
Ordinance Office and hope this will lead to the
speading up of the completion of many essentid
Public Works in hand, such as Sai Ying Pun Schodl,
the Kowloon Hospitd, Queen's Satue Whaf, the
Infectious Diseases Hospitd, the New Gadl, the new
Lunatic Asylum and other badly nesded public
works.

To this end we welcome Sgns of decentralisation
in the control of this great depatment, but
decentrdistion  without co-ordination must  be
productive of chaos, and we agan urge that greater
authority should be given to departmenta heads, and
that the department respongble for issuing Building
permitsand passing plans, should have aconsiderably
augmented gaff so that the present lengthy ddaysin
issuing permits may be avoided.

We are glad to hear that the mechanicd filtration of
water isto be tried a Bowen Road, and urge that as
soon as the tenders invited have been conddered,
telegraphic acceptance be sent with a request for
prompt shipment —that valuable time may be saved
in the initid Government experiment and the
principle adopted universdly if proved satisfactory.
The process of mechanicd filtration has been in work
inthe Colony —in privae enterprise, for over ayear
now—and has not only long passed the experimenta
dage, but has proved its complete efficency for
providing absolutdy pure water, in large quartities, in
a few hours. The process was recently ingpected by
the entire body of Unofficd members of this Council
and we grongly recommend the adoption of ather
this or a amilar sygem immediatdly, for one s& of
filter beds The date of the water, egpecidly as
supplied to the Western parts of the City and some

parts of the Pegk, continues to be most unsatisfactory,
and this point will be enlarged upon by our Chinese
colleagues, who aso fed strongly on the subject.

Once again, we would draw the attention of the
Government to the urgent need for increesing rgpid
trandt communication with the Pesk—the present
tram accommodation is quite inadequate and we
should like to see the proposal for an additiond tram-
line revived and again very carefully consdered.

We are in agreement with the vote for the Canton-
Kowloon Railway. It may ssem to be snking more
money in a bottomless pit, but taking the long view
the day must eventudly come when this Railway will
form the Southern link of the Trans-Siberian Railway
and much cargo be st down by train for ocean-
loading here which to-day is shipped from Yangtsze
Ports, and mean while the wisdom of protecting
through, traffic between here and Canton when this
becomes possble again by replacing damaged, and
gsocking a wise amount of new rolling gock, is
goparent to usdl.

In condusion, we trug that when your Excdlency
introduces the Budget twelve months hence—easit is
our gncere hope you will do,—in accordance with the
unanimoudy expressed  represatation  of  the
Unofficdd members of both Coundils to the Colonid
Office—that not only will you be able to record as
sdtisfactory adate of thingsin the Colony'sfinance as
that exigting to-day, but that thefratriciddl and suicidal
Struggle now being waged throughout China will be
over, and peace, unity and concord once morereignin
that greast Country with whose destinies —for wed
and woe—this smdl Idand is so insgparabdly bound
up and to which very many of usare degply atached.

Hon SR HENRY POLLOCK, k.c—1 have had
the privilege of reading adraft of the speech which
my hon. friend oppodite hasjust given to the Coundil,
and | may say | agree entirely with what hasfallen
fromhim. | shdl, accordingly, intheremarks| haveto
make, break into new meatter which he has not dealt
with. Oneturnsin thefirst instance to Public Works
Extraordinary the account of
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which begins on page 81 of the ESimates. The firg
itern on that page to which | wish to refer isunder the
heading of "Fire Brigade Sation,” (No. 5). | see that
the origind estimate was $1,110,000; the revised
esimate $1,450,000. The gpproved expenditure for
1924 was $300,000 and the revised esimate of
expenditure  $100,000; while the edimaed
expenditure for 1925 is $500,000. There hasbeen lad
on thetable of this Coundl just now a paper (No. 11,
1924) with reference to this Fre Station building, but
| mugt confess, Sir, that this paper does not seem to
me suffidently explanatory of the position. That paper
refers to a contract that has recently been made for
this work, as latdy as 11th July this year. It does not
explan what was done last year. It does not explain
who put in the origind edimae of $1,110,000 or
under what contract the sum of $100,000 was
expended this year. It leaves a great ded to the
imegination of this Coundil. | should like Sr, to know
what happened in regard to the previous contract and
why it was that nothing was done as regards inviting
tendersfor thiswork until July of thisyesr.

| assume from there being an origind esimate and
arevised esimate thet the original contract was given
up and a revised edimae put in. But what hes
heppened is nat sufficiently explained in theteble laid
to-day.

H.E. THe GOVERNOR—May | suggest that it

would be more convenient to discuss individud votes
by rasing themin Committeg?

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK accepted the
suggestion saying that there were severd  spedific
items he desired to discuss, and procesded:

THE PREVALENCE OF TYPHOID

With reference to the quegtion of typhoid
prevertion, | have gpoken a greet ded with my hon.
friend the member for the Chamber of Commerce on
the subject of mechanicd filtration, and | would
srongly urgethat it should be put into operation at the
ealiet possble moment. In connection with the
possible pallution of the water supply | would draw
atention to the fact that there are a grest number of
building operations going on in different parts of this
Colony and it cartainly seems to me—and the point
has been raised by others—that not nearly sufficient
atention is pad to latrine accommodation for coolies
employed on these different works. With regard to the
Pokfulam reservair, it is not unressonable to suppose
that some of the contamination which | undersand
has been ascartained to exig in thisreservoir has been

due to the fact that coolies have been a work on the
new motor road between the old "Homesteed" and
the Peek Hotd. | should dso like, Sir, while | am
mentioning this point, to sugges that in regard to the
numerous catchweters that are now being condructed
in this Colony thet it is essentid to see that matsheds,
and especidly latrine accommodation, should be
below the catchwaters on which they are working and
not above them. | do not know whether that has
recaived attention in the padt, but | trugt it will receive
atentionin thefuture.

THE PREVENTION OF MALARIA

Ancther point of generd interest that | should like
to dedl with isthe question of maaria The number of
casesin 1923 very much exceeded thosein the year
1922 and dthough it hasbeen suggested that it wasto
acertain extent dueto theimportation of the Chinese
policefromWeihawei, | do not think that explanation
coversthefacts of the case. | think those of uswho
live on the Pesk are well awarethat the prevd ence of
mosquitoes around Mount Kdllet, especidly onthe
South and West Sdes, isvery greet, and | suggest that
the Government should take more dragtic messuresto
exterminate mosguitoesin that digtrict. On the North
side of the hill there are various nullahs under the
Peek tramway that requireto be drained in theinterest
of the public hedlth. Crossng the harbour therearethe
Kowloon foothillswhere there is another very great
risk of fever. | have no hesitation in mentioning this
digtrict because of the enormous devel opments that
are going on there. For instance, we have the
Kowloon Hospitd not far off from the old road which,
in the old days, divided our territorities from the
territories belonging to China, and we have dso the
Kowloon Tong Scheme for housing a number of
people of all races. We
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have big building deve opmentsin the neighbourhood
of Shamshuipo and we dso have big developmentsin
the neighbourhood of Kowloon City. Therecanbeno
doubt thet in theintere of dl these dasses and races
it is imperaive that the Government should teke
dradic deps to exterminate the anopheles mosquito
which | have been asured, by Dr. Woodman and
others, abound in poalsin the neighbourhood of these
foothills. 1 lay spedd emphasis on this point, Sir,
because it does not seem to me that we have any
paticular Department in the Colony thet takes upon
itsdlf the question of dedling with mdaria and with
mosguitoes, and | think, Sir, the Government should
recognisethat it isther regpongbility and take epsto
see that poals or running water where the anophdes
are likely to breed or are to be found should be dedlt
with ether by putting oil over the podls or in such
other ways as the Medical Officer of Hedth advises
the Government to be necessry for effectivdy
deding with the evil.

| notice, Sir, inthe Principa Civil Medicd Officer's
report for last year that a number of young children
were admitted to the Victoria Hospita suffering from
aform of mdarid fever and | think, S, thet generdly
there is great rik, unless the Government takes
prompt mesesures to check maaria, thet we shdl find
itincreesingin thisColony.

THE STAFF OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

| was very glad indeed to see, Sir, if | may say o,
that the Government has been very courageousin this
Budget in regard to increesing the Staff of the Public
Works Department. In this Council for more years
than | careto remember | have been condantly urging
on the Government that public works cannot be
caried out expeditioudy without an increese in the
seff of the Department, but urtil the presentation of
this Budget | have dways been informed that the
Government was making quite sufficient increase in
the gaff, and thet | wasredly asking for abigger Saff
than was warranted by the facts. | am glad to see. Sir,
that you have come to take the view, in this Budgdt,
that thisincrease is necessary. | referred to this metter
last year (reported on pages 128 and 129 of Hansard
under the heading of "Need for Speeding up Public
Works'). That is only one ingance. Congantly, for
years pad, the Unoffidds have been trying to
persuade the Government that the Public Works
Depatment must have an increased geff to grapple
with the public works of this Colony.

| think, Sir, thet is dl | have to say on generd
subjects, gpart fromthecriticiams | shdl haveto make

upon various items in Public Works Extraordinary
when the Bill goesinto Committee.

Hon. MR BIRD—SI, | wish to endorse fully the
remarks which have fdlen from the Hon. Member
representing the Chamber of Commerce, and to join
in congratulating the Government on the Budget
which is now beforethe Coundil.

| have afew further comments to make on various
matters about which | fed very keenly, and my views
thereon may or may not have the gpprovd of my
colleagues.

THEPUBLICRICKSHAS

Under the heading of Licences | should like to see
more care taken in the granting of licences to public
rickshas. The protection againgt rain in these vehidles
is utterly inadeguate—the covers and gorons are
smply made of painted canvas which dter a few
days of heavy ran become absolutdy sodden. It
should not be avery difficult problem to solve, and it
is for the Pdice Department to refuse to license
vehiclesthat are not properly equipped.

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS PENIONS

Under Widows and Orphans Pendons
Contributions |1 should like to hear from the
Government that the contributions mede by the
various members of the Government service ae
being invested to the bet possble advantage. It
would seem that the Contributors have a very red
grievanceif the money deducted from their dariesis
not accumulating in as beneficid a manner as
posible The pendons tha have been granted to
widows gppear to meto beinaufficient.
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MEDICAL DEFARTMENT

| see provison is made for anew motor launch for
the Hedlth Officers of the Port. | do not know whether
thisisin the neture of an ambulance launch— hopeit
is, assuchisurgently required for thetrangt of serious
cases of scknessfrom the shipsto the shore.

LIGHTING

Under the heading of "extensons of lighting” |
wish to draw dtertion to the very unsatisfactory way
in which the City is lighted genedly. By
unstisfactory | mean without any red scheme having
been thought out—take the show spat in the City—
Saue Square—and examine the lighting system
there. Some of it is gas in wretched little gandards
and some of it is hephazard dectririty. Thereis, | can
See, a.good reason for having some gasin case of the
failure of the Electric supply, but why should not the
standards be symmetricd, and dignified?

STREET NAMES

| suggest further that when laying out a lighting
schemefor the City the question of the naming of the
dreets be conddered in conjunction with the
extensions of lighting mentioned in the esimates. As
far back as 1918 | drew aitention in this Coundil to the
lack of sygemin the naming of the Sreets particularly
out of the beeten track, and little or nothing has been
doneto improve matters. You would be surprised, Sir,
how hard it is even to one who knowsthe City well to
locate some of the dreets | am aware one of the
difficultiesliesin the fact that as o many of the older
buildings are being pulled down it is impossble to
maintain the names, therefore | suggest that if the
lighting is systemeticaly carried out the names of the
Sredts be sugpended from the lamp posts and in this
way they would be more eesly seen—as names
affixed to thewalls of buildings are gpt to be obscured

by pogters, Signs etc.

NEW ROADS

Under Communications, is the Government sure
that it is wise to congruct so narrow a road to Cape
D'Aguilar? From my own observation it seems that
the Government is indined to er on the dde of
meaking new roadstoo narrow in thefirgt ingtance. For
exampleit isonly afew years ago that the new road
beyond Aberdeen was made, and now it has to be
widened. It must be remembered thet it cogtsfar more
to widen aroad than to make it the full width to sart
with.

QUEENSPER

| should like to know what has happened to cause
the work on the shore end of Queen's Fier to ceese
etirdy. The time taken over this druciure is
agounding.

PORT DEVELOPMENT

Under Port Works BExtreordinary | notice
$1,412,000is dlocated for worksin this connection. |
had hoped to see the plans for this dl-important work
lad on the table before this debate so that we should
have an idea of the Government's proposds. | gather
that the report made by the experts from home has
been scrgpped and it would seem a large sum of
money has been wasted—before any find schemeis
decided upon | would ask thet the same be submitted
to a committee S0 thet it may be consdered in dl its
agpects. | agreewith you, Sir, that the community isto
be congratulated on having so aleaman as Mr. John
Duncan to concentrate on thiswork. | hopethet asthis
scheme progresses, the Government will be careful
not to dienate too much of its rights in connection
with the Whaf and Reclamation schemes involved.
Public enterprise must naturdly figure largdly in the
scheme, but where individud activity is carried on to
the obvious detriment of the public the Government
representing the interests of the community & largeis
judtified in exerddng redraints. The exerdise of
Government interference can, however, be jus as
excessve as busness enterprise. It is, as it were, a
corrective medicing, and it should be more clearly
redized that the true function of Government is rather
to regulate than to congrudt, rather to contrd than to
operate, rather to protect the community from abuse
by individudsor groups.
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COMPENSATIONSAND RESUMPTIONS

Under the heading of Compensgions and
Resumptions, | should like to see a lager sum
dlocaied for this purpose, and my reason for s
saying is that | am afrad the Government hes, in
catan cases for some years past evaded what |
condder to be its duty as regards compensation by
setting modifications of the Building Ordinance
againg dams for compensation. | can only think of
two questions to congder when limiting an owner in
the devel opment of his property according to his own
fancy, and they are public nedth and public safety and
presumably the Ordinance is drawn up to safeguard
the community on these points. But when you modify
the providons vidons of the Ordinance you
practically admit that those provisons are too dragic
—in other words a modified Ordinance would meet
the case. | know it is impossble, paticulaly in a
place like Hongkong, where there are s0 many
different types of houses to ded with, to draft an
Ordinancethat will cover dl casesand that iswhy the
modification dause is necessary. But | contend thet
the Government has no right to st a modification
againg adam for compensation any morethanit has
to st a permit to erect a verandah over Crown Land
againg asmilar daim—it strikes me as utterly wrong
and savours of duress, moreover | fed sure that when
the Ordinance was drafted such action was never
contemplated. | know that the Government says "we
are giving you something in exchange." Yes, 0 you
are, but you are giving what is not yours by right to
give, for by granting amodification you are admitting
that the provisons ae hasher than necessary,
therefore there is no reason why the property owner
should not have his modification for nothing.

| cannot understand why the Government should
recaive ground for nothing in order to widen the
dredts just because it has modified the provisons of
an Ordinance whichisadmitedly too dradtic.

To draw a Smile, the Government might as well
pass as Ordinance indging on every motor car
carying adozen lights and then say "We will let you
run your car with only threeif you pay usancther $20
onyour licence”

In meking these remarks | wish to meke it quite
dea, S, tha | have no authority from the other
members of my professon to raise this point. They
may Or may not SUpport my views.

MUNICIPAL COUNCILS

| am glad to note from your speech, Sir, that
important changes have taken place in the Public
Works Department in order to relieve the Director of
some of hisheavy work. | would liketo go very much
further in this direction and | make the suggestion in
dl seriousess that the greater part of the Public
Works on the Idand and Kowloon (not the New
Territory) be handed over to a Municipd Council, as
isthe case in the Straits Sattlements. | know thisis a
big departure to propose, but | honedtly bdieve it
would be a benfit to the Colony. You, S, doubtless
know how the Municpd Coundl in the Strats
Satlements in condituted. It is practicaly a
community representation headed by a President,
who is dways a Civil Servant, seconded by the
Government. There ae a number of so-cdled
Commissoners nominated by various sections of the
community and gpproved of by the Governor.

Asregardsthe exigting control of Public Works
matters | wish to make it quite clear that | am not
finding fault with any individua or individuas but
simply with the system, which with dl due respect,
Sir, | submit istoo ponderous and movestoo dowly.
Under the present sysem there are too many different
departmentsto consult and | believe that members of
the Public Works gtaff will be ready to admit thet this
is where the delay occurs. When speaking on a
resolution in 1921 to facilitate the passing of plans|
suggested a committee to relieve you, Sir, and the
Executive Council of alot of tiresome work, and |
think that aMunicipa Council such asnow suggested
would afford the desired relief and greater speed
would result —for it cannot be held reasonable for
two monthsto € gpse between the time an appedl is
meade and the notification of theresult. The sysem of
Municipa and County Councils apparently works
very well at Home, where al matters dealing with
public works are settled by such bodies. | hope, Sir,
that you wil!/ n ot
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dismiss this suggestion without giving it a thought,
and dso that you will give me credit for knowing
something about the subject, for | have worked in
close contact with the Public Works Department for
nearly thirty-three years.

Hon. MR CHOW SOU-SON—Sir,—At the outset
| desreto say that dl my remarks represent not only
my persond viewsbut aso thase of my colleague, the
Hon. Mr. Kotewdl.

The honourable member representing  the
Hongkong Generd Chamber of Commerce has
touched upon the question of the officid tariff of fares
for public chairs and rickshas, and we would like to
add afew words to his goped on behdf of the poor
ricksha cooliesand chair cooliesfor anincresseinthe
fares. The high cogt of living affects this hard-worked
dass of people just as much as others, and it would
redly be an act of justiceto do something towardsthe
betterment of ther lot. We sncerdly hope tha the
Government will give this proposd its sympathetic
and early attention.

HAWKERS LICENCES

We see tha the item "Hawkers Licences’ under
Revenue on page 6 of the Draft Edimates, shows
$5,000 |ess than the gpproved Edimate for the current
year, from which it may farly be inferred thet the
Police intend to cortinue the palicy of restricting and
reducing the number of such licences This maiter
cdls for the dose atention of the Government. The
urban area has recently been greatly extended, and it
seams that the present number of licences may safdy
be somewhat increased. Naturdly there mugt be some
limit to everything, but we submit that in this
particular case a certain amount of |atitude should be
alowed. One effect of too dredtic regtriction isto lead
boys to breek the law by hawking without a licence,
sance they must support themsdves or assig ther
parents, and another effect, a much worse one, is to
drive such boys into the dregts to get into mischief
soon or late. If the Captain Superintendent of Police
has dready st a limit, we hope that he will dlow
himsdf a certain amourt of dadicity in deding with
deserving cases after thet limit has been reached.

CHINESE CULTURE

It is gratifying to seethe grant of $1,500 to the Hok
Hoi Library under Miscdlaneous Services on page 30.
Until thisLibrary was esablished sometimeladt yesr,
there was not a sngle public Chinese library in this
prosperous and important Colony. It is undoubtedly

mesting a long-felt want, for not only does it aford
the poor an opportunity of referring to booksto which
they would otherwise have no access, but it has dso
organised lectures, given on the premises periodically
on Chinese dassics and higory by didinguished
netive scholars. Though the Library is il in its
infancy, it isbecoming acentre of Chinese culture.

RENT ALLOWANCES

On the same page gopeas the item "Rent
Allowances to Agdic Sub-ordinate Officars,” which
is gpplicable to men of over ten years sarvice. When
the Supplementary Appropriation Bill for 1923 was
before this Council the Hon Mr. Kotewd | expressed
disgppointment that his eerlier and fuller proposd had
not been adopted, and asked that the privilege might
be extended to men of less seniority. The Honourable
Colonid Secretary, in his reply, sad thet dthough in
this maiter the Government had shut the door it was
not bolted and barred, and he suggested that the
Chinese members might find aformula. After careful
examination of the facts by Mr. Kotewdl, firgt with
Mr. Chau Shiurki, and afterwards with mysdf on my
return to the Colony, we three have arived a a
formula which | now submit for your Excdlency's
condderation. We recommend that the privilege be
extended to men with more then five but lessthan ten
years savice, &, however, only 75 per cant. of the
rate granted to their senior brother officers. In making
this recommendation it is not that we do not redise
the need of those with less than 5 years sarvice, but
smply because we fed that if there is to be any
preferentid trestment for financid reasons, those with
longer service should have thefirst congderetion.

POLICE, HEALTH, ETC.

The various increases in the Police Force, both
under Personal Emoluments
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and Other Charges, amount to a large sum, but the
Chinese community congider them to be absolutely
necessary. It is inevitable that, with the enormous
increese in our population and the disurbed
conditions in the neighbouring provinces, our Police
expenditure should increase largdly, but we congder it
in the naure of an inaurance The feding of the
Chinese in the matter is such that even if the incresse
had to entall increased taxation, they would willingly
and readily submit toit.

In your Budget speech your Excdlency sad that
oneof theadditiona Medica Officers provided for on

page 48 is for supervisng Chinee hospitds and
dispensaries. We dedre to know whether it is to
replace the English medical officers now supervisng
the Tung Wah and the Kwong Wah Hospitds, or if he
isto bein addition to them. If the later, the Hospitals
should be gven an opportunity to congder the
functions and powers of this officer before he enters
upon hisduties

A mater of paticular interes to the Chinese
community is the vote for Specid Exhumation in
vaious cemderies, under Specid Expenditure,
Sanitary Depatment, on page 60. We dedre to
express gppreciaion of the sympathy shown by the
Heed of the Sanitary Depatment in having reedily
consented to the work of exhumation being done in
co-operation with the Tung Wah Hospital, o thet
Chinese susceptibilities might be respected.

NASTY WATER

In connection with the item "Maintenance of City
and Hill Digrict Waterworks' under Public Works
Recurrent, on page 79, we would draw attention to
the condition of the water in the Pokfulum Reservoir.
Its odour and tagte are nauseous, and they perss
whether the reservair is overflowing or low, though
they vary inintensty. Sometimesthe water comes out
of the top in whitish sourts and a few hours
ditewards it is quite different in colour and tegte
though from the same source. One is driven to the
condusion that the process of chloringtion must be
caried out haphazardly. This doctoring of the water is
an emergency mesaure, tregting the symptom rather
than the cause, and it is hoped that the Water
Authority will soon be able to restore the old gate of
affars under which pure and palatable water could be
drunk graight from the tap. In the meantime we urge
that more careful and scientific mixing and more
effident supervison should be provided for, and thet
seps may be taken to reduce to a minimum the
discomfort which has given rise to loud and generd

complarnt.

The honourdble member representing  the
Hongkong Generd Chamber of Commerce has
dreaedy dwdt upon the subject of financing certain
types of expenditure by loan. Such a policy has been
advocaed by the unoffidd members on severd
occasions, and it fel to my lat to repeat the suggestion
when dedling with the Edimates in this Council last
year. It is grifying to find your Excdlency
presenting an unanswerable case for us this year in
your speech introducing these ESimates

NOTE OF WARNING

Findly, Mr. Kotewdl and | should liketojoinin
sincere congratul ations on the excellent financia
position of the Colony, and particularly on the very
ablemanner inwhich Your Excdlency has presented
the Edtimates now before us. But wewish to souud a
note of warning, as we did last year, against
embarking upon expenditure which is not absolutdy
necessary. | think | cannot do better than quote my
own words. "At the present moment we happen to
have alarge surplus, but we should not forget that it
has been largdly built up by the revenue derived from
two items—Opium and Land Sales—which cannot
for ever continue to yield their present quota of
income. Far be it from us to suggest postponing
public works which are essentid to the devel opment
of the Colony, or withholding ameliorative measures
from public servantsto make them contented; but we
advise close scrutiny of every fresh demand for
expenditure so that, whentherainy day comes, asitis
bound to come soon or late, we may be ableto faceit
with equanimity.” To these remarks | would add, on
behdf of my colleague Mr Kotewdl and mysdif, that
whilewe do not grudge the necessary expenditurefor
the devel opment of the Colony and the protection of
life and praoperty, gtrict economy should be exercised
by the Government in all directions, be the
expenditure large or small. When the revenue
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is expanding rapidly, as has been the case during the
last saverd years, when a great programme of public
work is beng pushed on as fagt as the technicd
resources of the Colony will dlow, and dill
gopropriations  remain  unspent, when daffs in
practicdly dl departments have to be increased, there
is dways the danger that laxity of supervison may
cregpin. The price of economy in public asin private
afarsisceasdessvigilance

THe CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT  oF
POLICE—Sir, the quedtion was raised by the hon.
member representing the Chamber of Commerce of
having al European licences issued on the 1«
January ingtead of on other detes. | may say, Sir, thet
the Police Department is a present respongble for 30
different kinds of licences some of which, such as
ricksha drivers licences, represent tweve to fifteen
thousand, or even more, and that is but one item. |
undergood the hon. member refered only to
European licences. | would liketo point out thet at the
present time dog and arms licences are issued on the
14 of January, and dso licences for private rickshas
and chairs. Asregards motors, which isthe only other
seriousitem to be congidered under this heading, there
areroughly 1,500 cars or lorries, and 500 cycdles, with
more than 2,000 drivers, of whom not more then ten
per cent. are European, and it will be extremdy
difficult to dter the present arangement of licencing,
in away which would endblethe the licenang st&ff in
the Police Office to ded with the various kinds of
licences. If it were possible to issue European motor
vehicle licences separatdly, that could be quite esslly
done, but to issue al motor licenceson the 1 January
is very much more difficult. On the whole | would
suggest thet the present system be dllowed to remain,
paticularly in view of the fact that not only do the
Police advertise the dates in the Press, but in the case
of motors, individud notices are sent to the owners
Surdly that ought to be aufficient. Taking of vehides
the quedtion of the scde of fares has been raised by
the Senior Chinese Member of Coundil. Fares were
congdered by the Committee which undertook the
revidon of the Traffic Regulaions, in 1921. Fares
were then increased. A amilar Committee met again
this year to revise the Traffic Regulations once more.
After caeful conddeaion, they came to the
condusion that no useful purpose would be served by
increasing fares again. | admit that, at the time, there
was no Chinese Member to asig them with his
information on the subject. | should be glad if any
information could be given with a view to showing
whether it is redly necessary to increase the fares. At
the present time the coolies themsdves have made no
representations; they are not dow in doing so through

their No. 1 men, if they have any sarious ground for
complaint. The Chinese usudly bargain before they
takearicksha

As regards the protection of rickshas during bad
weether | must sy it cameasasurpriseto meto lean
that the gprons were so bad. They are examined not
less than once a quarter @ the Centrd Police Sation.
The vehides are brought up fully equipped with two
codlies in proper uniforms, and inspected by the
Treffic Ingpector. All goronsaswdl asthetops, inthe
ca of chars have to bear the number of the
particular vehide to which they belong, and it should
be difficult to subdtitute old ones &fter they have eft
the Station. With regard to the hon. member's remarks
| propaseto look into the matter forthwith.

The question of the restricting of the number of
hawkers licences came up for discussion some four
years ago. At that time the number of hawkers'
licenses had been reduced to somewhere in the
neighbourhood of 6,000. At the request of thethen
Senior Chinese Member, Mr. Lau Chu Pak, | went
into the meatter very carefully, and it was decided to do
two things—(1) to divide hawkersinto two classes,
the stall-holder hawker, who is more or less a
Sedentary hawker; and (2) itinerent hawkers, and dso
to increase the number asfar as possible, and further
to reserve certain hawkers gdlsfor desarving cases |
think the Secretary for Chinese Affarrswill agreethat
| have carried this out as far as possible when
deserving cases come before me. In these cases |
always endeavour to provide the necessary stall-
holder's licence. It is quite aremunerative business.
They pay $2 addl each month and the sdlspay very
well. With regard to the total number of hawkers, |
think anyone going round the Chinese portions of the
City will find that we do not err in having too few in
the streets. In the central, eastern
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and wegtern digricts of Hongkong and a Yaumti the
dregts ae as full as they can be We cannot
accommodate any more there. We never refuse a
licence to a hawker in an outlying didrict, but in the
centrd didricts we mugt redrict the number. Every
hawker who wants alicencewants onefor the esstern,
wegern or centrd didrict because busness is better
there

Thefull figuresmay be of interest. They are:

1919 ... 207,297 licences;
1920 ... 217,361 licences;
1921 ... 227,865 licences,
1922 ... 238,497 licences;

and this year 8/489. We are isaling a little over a
thousand more than in 1919-1920. A large number of
the persons who gpply for hawkers licences are
personswho have fled from theinterior of Ching, and
not knowing whet to do herefor aliving, goply to the
Police for a hawkers licence. We cannat possibly
accommodate them all. No fixed number islaid down
for the outlying didricts, but we mugt redrict the
number of licenses granted in populous didricts.

THE DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— Sir, the
hon. member represating the Chamber  of
Commerce refared to the need of speeding up dl
work. As regards the pasing of plans in the Public
Works Depatment, we have experienced grest
difficulty in obtaining architects but the Buildings
Ordinance gaff is now up to drength. We have now
180 plans being dedt with and 100 of thexe are
awaiting amendments by architects.

Asto mechanicd filtration, that, as you know, Sit,
is being introduced and every effort will be mede to
gpeed up the order for thesefilters. Tenders have been
recaeived and some are how on their way to the
Colony from England. It is hoped that when these
mechanicd filters are introduced the rdief thus given
to the ordinary sand filters will overcome the present
difficulties.

The hon. member who represents the Judtices of
the Peace refared to the dday in regard to the
Queen's Fer. Thisdday is very much regretted, but it
isunavoidabdle. An explanation has been submitted up
to the end of September, and the last report | have
here says the progress during October is lill very
poor. There has been some improvement during the
lag few days There are dill "financid troubles’
which means that the contractor will not pay his
workmen. If progress does nat improve in the next

week or two it will be necessary to take the work out
of his hands. We have to wak warily so that we will
not bring the work entirdly to astanddtill. The masons

areamodt independent bodly.

The Senior Chinee member refared to
mechanical filters It is to be regretted that the
Pokfulam Resarvoir has become so dited up, but
evary efort is now beng made to intercept the
drainege. The eagern filter beds will come to the
assigance of the water position a that end of the town.
Thesefilter beds are to be brought into operation next
month.

As regards Mdaria on the south and west Sde of
the Pesk and a@ Kowloon, the metter has had our
atention. Our difficulties are thet the contractors will
not work on such minor work. | have been asssted by
amember of the Councl and a contract is being let
for the training of nullahs. Dr. Woodman's report has
been dudied by the Depatment and the aress
reported on as being mog afected by the anophdes
mosuito are recaving atention from the various
depatments —Drainage and Generd Works

Regarding the remarks of the Senior Chinese
member on the colour of the water, chlorination does
not dter it. It must be laid to the charge of rgpid
filtration, which we hopeisto beimproved.

Hon. MR HOLY OAK— should cdl it want of
filtration.

THe DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— With
regard to ascheme of lighting, the schemeitsdf exigts
The number of dedtric lightsis 423 and the number
of gas lights 1,567. The inddlation of high power
lights is being procesded with in Hongkong and
Kowloon every year. The Hongkong Gas Company
has certain lights on order and it is hoped they will be
introduced before long. The orders for lighting of
various roads and dredts are usudly given to the
company having exiging mainsin the roadsin which
thelightsare placed; but not indl cases
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The Hon. Mr. Bird meade some remarks on
compensations for modifications, and refared to
section 180 of the Public Hedth and Buildings
Ordinance. The modification mogt frequently granted
rates to section 180 of the Public Hedth and
Buildings Ordinance, by which scavenging lanes are
dlowed to count as open space on condition that no
compensation is pad therefor. If these modifications
were not granted, the amount of compensation
payable by Government would bevery large. It seems
abaurd to congider any suggegtion that modifications
should be granted and compensation paid in addition.
Severd modifications of section 188 of the Public
Hedth and Buildings Ordinance have recently been
granted alowing the erection of buildings more than
76 fest in heght and containing more then four
soreys The usud conditions upon which such
modificationsareissued indudethefollowing—

1— Frontage line to be sat back if necessary to
widenadredt.

2— Frontage line to be s back to widen a
footpath if verandahs over Crown land are
permitted.

3— Scavenging lanes a the rear to be provided.
4— A smdl open space to be provided a the
ground leve for purposes of drainege, ec.
5— All goreysintended to be used for domedtic
habitation to be provided with open spacein
accordance with section 179 of the PH. and

B. Ordinance.

6.— Buildings to be of reinforced concrete
condruction throughout.

7— Fire escapesto be provided to the stifaction
of the Building Authority and the Captain
Superintendent of Police,

8— Hrefighting appliances to be provided to the
sdigfaction of the Captain Superintendent of
Police

These conditions gppear to me to be reasonddle,
and it would be a retrograde gep to modify them in

anyway.

THe COLONIAL TREASURER—With reference
to the subject of pendons to widows and orphans of
officers in the Civil Sarvice | think the hon. member
who raisad this question is under a misgpprehension.
Many years ago there was a separate invesment fund
kept for contributionsto thisfund. For various reasons
the sysem was dtered and now the contributions
from members of the savice ae kept in the
Government account and the Government takes over
dl ligbilities. The amount of compensation depends

on the amount of contribution and | have not yet
heard that members wish to pay contributions on a
higher scale The tables on which these pensons are
taken were laid out by eminent actuaries a home on
the very bedt figures then available. Only in the lagt
two or three years about 25 per cent. has been added
tothepensons

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY —  Your
Excdlency, | would like to refer to various points
raised by honourable membersin connection with the
Edimates, that have not dready been dedlt with. In
the speech of the hon. member representing the
Chamber of Commerce, he expressed the hope that
the remainder of the typhoon buoys for large vessds
should be completed in ampletimefor use next year. |
think the answer was given quite recently when
reference was made in connection with a vote for a
catan number of buoys. It was hoped to complete
them not later than July of next year.

THE TELEPHONE SERVICE

The position with regard to the public tdephones
was d0 referred to not very long ago and reference
was made to the fact thet there are proposds localy
for the forming of a Company to take over the
property of the exiging Company and to make the
necessary improvements, and the whole question was
being held over until the return of certain gentlemen
to the Calony. | think it should be possible to proceed
very shortly now with the consderation of whether it
is possible to take over the existing Company, and on
what terms.

RICKSHA AND CHAIRFARES

With regard to fares of rickshas and other vehides,
| must say | amin agreement with the Senior Chinese
member and | should like to see the minimum fare
increased to ten cents. The subject has been
considered and although the
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minimum fare of five centsisdlowed, it ispracticaly
the universa cusom for persons going short journeys
to pay 10 cents, and for this reason it was not thought
necessary to ded with the maiter. Persondly | have
gret hegitation in thinking thet a great number of
people dill pay thefive cents It wasadso dated thet it
was the cugom of Chinese to make bargains which
would probably alow them to pay less than the legd
fare. At any rate | catainly agree with the Senior
Chinese member that Some increase should be made,
and thet the minimum fare should be ten cents.

NEED OF AN ADDITIONAL MAGISTRATE

With regard to the number of Magidrates, the
quedtion of gopointing a Second Magidrate for
Victoria will be congdered. It was thought when the
Kowloon Magidracy was darted that the work in
Hongkong would be so much reduced tha one
Magidrate would be able to ded withit. So far it hes
not proved to be the case and congtant hdp hashad to
be given, and | see no reason why it should not
continue necessary to give help, so that the question
of gopainting a second Magidrate in Victoria will be
congdered.

GOVERNMENT CIVIL HOSPITAL AND LUNATICASYLUM

In the remarks made by the hon. member
representing the Chamber of Commerce he
mentioned that the time was not far digant when the
Government would have to condder the dosing
down of the mgor portion of the Government Civil
Hospitd and the moving of thewhole or agrester part
to a more favourable Ste. WAl, | am &raid | cannot
agree with himthere. | think one result of the opening
of the Kowloon Hospitd, which we hope will take
place next Augugt, and the subsequent opening of the
War Memorid Nurdng Home and opening of the
Maemnity wards in connection with the Victoria
Hospitd, will result in the number of patients a the
Government Civil Hospitd being reduced. | fully
recognise thet for patients who are unaccustomed to
noise, the position of the Government Civil Hospitd
is not a sLitable one, but the grounds and quarters for
the nurang sger's are excdlent. The grounds of the
Government Civil Hospitd are one of the beautiful
oasssin the whole of Victoriawhile the hospitd itsdlf
Is conveniently placed for the mass of the people on
this sde of the harbour, and dthough if we hed to
begin again we might nat put it in the same place, |
think it sarves its purpose as a generd hogpital
extremdy wdl.

The question of pensons which the nurang Sgters

become entitled to is under condderation. We have
recaived information from various places and the
metter will be goneinto very shortly.

It is not right to say that the Site proposed for the
lunatic asylum near Lachikok has been findly
abandoned. It is quite true that the tender received for
preparing the site is very high. Whether it is possble
to adopt a different scheme | do not know. We
catainly cannot embark on an expenditure of over
two lakhs for preparing the Ste, but | hope it will be
possble to find a more satisfactory Ste alittle further
off, and in that casg, | think thereis no doubt we shdl
have to abandon the suggested site.

FORESTRY

With regad to the Botanicd and Foredry
Depatment planting shrubs and plants | quite agree
with the hon. member that a good ded more can be
done, dthough a great ded has been done in various
partsof theidand, chiefly a the indtigetion of the late
Sr Henry May. The only trouble might be the
remova of plants by thoughtless or cardess people
who do not redlise the trouble that hed been taken to
plant them; but | think a great ded more should be
dore.

As your Excdlency remarked the other day the
planting of fir trees near Tapo was to provide for
firewood in an emergency and no doubt other aress
will be found where it will be possible to extend the
plantationsfor that purpose.

PEAK TRAMWAY SCHEMES

Asregardsrapid trandt to the Pesk, various schemes
have been put forward, including an dternativellineto
Victoria Pesk, and aline straight up from Wanchai to
Wancha Gap, and atramline from the neighbourhood
of Garden Road to Wanchai Gap. Survey has been
going on for some time for aline from
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Garden Road to Wancha Gap. The engineers and
surveyors find the route is quite practicable, and a
fairly essy gradient— think 1 in 11. We hope to get
that report very soon. | had hoped to haveit for to-day.
| am not convinced that the present tram
accommodation is inadequate. People sometimes
have to wait for ancther tram when one is fully
occupied; 0 they have everywhere. Except on quite
rare occasons the trams are adequate, but thet is not
in accordance with the opinion of others. | travd by
them agreat ded and | think | have aright to express
anopinion.

MILITARY LANDS

Ancther point raised by the hon. member who
represents the Chamber of Commerce was as to the
present podtion of the military lands and the
reprovisoning. The Gun Club hill plans, | believe, are
complete, but the find plans have not been received.
It isthe desire of the War Officeto have aspecid staff
to carry out the whole reprovisoning and to have one
man at the head of that gtaff who, ingtead of going
away in the middle of the work, will be here for the
whaletime. Probably the whole st&ff will remain here
during thewholetime.

Hon. MR HOLY OAK—s there anything further
in regard to the reference to the Arbitraior on the
question of compensations?

HE. THe GOVERNOR—I may say | have
received a digoatch, but thet point has been ignored.
Sofar asmy memory sarves me, the gigt of it wasthat
the War Office were not prepared to acogpt my views
as to the excessve amount of the vauation, but
otherwise the stuation was regarded in a reasonadle
soirit. 1 am drad thet this paticular point was
ignored.

Hon. MR HOLYOAK—I think, Sir, the point
should be pressed.

H.E. THe GOVERNOR—The pairt can be raised
agan.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY (continuing) —
As regards the remark made by the hon. member in
connection with the military contribution the Ste a
Laichikok is now being examined and cuts are being
driven throughit to find out the amount of rock. If the
amount of rock is such as to make the Ste unsuitable
for military building, the Lachikok dte will be
reconsgdered. The work has not progressed far

enough to cometo any decison.

RENT ALLOWANCESFOR JUNIOR OFFICERS

Coming now to the point in the Senior Chinese
member's speech on the subject of rent dlowancesto
subordinate officers he tdls us thet aformulahas been
arived a which will reach usin due course | have
been waiting along time for it; in fact, | had given up
dl hope of it coming. Now thet it is coming the
Government will certanly consder the modified
scale suggested for officers of under ten years service.

The view the Government is indined to take with
regard to junior officers in the sarvice is that they
know perfectly well the terms of their employment
when they join the sarvice, and it is certainly up to
them to mode their expenditure on economica lines
during their firg years of service | know it is a habit
among Chineseto marry early, but in doing so | think
they should be able to meke some arrangement to live
with ther parents during a certain peiod of their
svice

MOTOR LAUNCH FOR AMBULANCE PURPOSES

With regard to the remarks meade by the Hon. Mr.
Bird concerning the motor launch for the Medicd
Department, the question whether it can beusad asan
ambulance launch will be considered by the Principd
Civil Medicd Officer. It is recognised that it is very
necessary to have some means of conveying a case
from a ship rapidly and | hope it will be possble to
build a launch, posshly a litfle lager than was
intended, so asto be abletofit it asrequired.

NAMING OF STREETS

As to the naming of dreets the hon. member's
suggedtion is certainly happy. | have often naticed the
need mysdf. Thereisavery good practice in Canada
of having the name of the Sreet on the pavement. | do
not know whether thet would do here. The Director of
Public Works may be adle to devise some other
means of mesting the need.
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THEROAD TOCAPEDAGUILAR

With referenceto theroad to Cape D'Aguilar, itisa
very difficult one to make and very expensve. It is
only to be usad for offidd purposes and it is not
thought dedrable to widen it. Generdly the main
roads are now being made 25 feet which makesthem
much sfer.

PORT DEVELOPMENT.

The scheme for Port Devdopment, | bdieve, is
practicdly ready now, and | did hope that we might
have had it here to-day. It will be referred to the
Chamber of Commerce and other bodies for
condderaion when it is reedy. The hon. member
gppeared to think thet alarge sum of money has been
wagted in the prepardion of the former scheme. The
work done by the Conaulting Engineers is nat log.
The work they asked for was necessary for any
scheme. The pricking of the harbour and the other
work done will dways be vauable for other schemes
adopted; and the only money not expended for a
useful purpose is what we pay for plans that will not
be adopted. The Government isfully diveto the other
condderations referred to by the hon. member. It is
hoped that whatever decisons may be arrived &, they
will befor the best interests of the Colony.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—Let me in the firg
indance thank you for the very kind way in which
you have received the Budget, which | confess | put
forward with some misgivings as to your views. Let
me thank you for your very kind referencesto mysdf,
and the very hdpful remarks you have made this
afternoon, which, | need not say, will receive my very
careful congdertion. | think most of the points raised
have been dedt with. Thereare one or two onwhich |
find it necessary to mke a few remarks The hon.
member represanting the Chamber of Commerce
recommended that the military contribution instead of
being paid over to the War Office should be pad here
for the reprovisoning of the military forces on the
Kowloon sde. | am afrad that suggestion betrays
rather a misgpprehendon of the postion, and, may |
say—of the character of the War Office. The military
contribution is supposed to be provided for the
upkesp of the garrison. The War Office contend, and
when pressed, produces figures to show, thet it does
not cover the cogt of the garrison. | suggest, therefore,
if we ask the War Office to devote to reprovisoning
them on the Kowloon side, with land and buildings,
the contribution which a present provides for the
upkeep of the troops, the War Office reply may be
foreseen & once—that we are asking them to abandon

the contribution and merdy to pay them the money
which they would, in any case, receiveto endblethem
to re-establish themsdves dsawhere—a position they
never would accept. | am afraid | do not fed thet there
would be any use in putting before His Mgegty's
Government aproposal that would be regected.

| think it would be undesirableto discuss, in public,
the question of whether or not Hongkong is serioudy
under-garrisoned. Perhgps the less said about these
mdters, a the present time, the better. 1 would
obsarvethat if the statement is correct and is accepted,
it would gppesar to involve an addition to the garrison
which again would, | fear, involve additions to the
military  contribution. Whether the Muniapd
Coundils of the Treaty ports would be likey to
contribute, as the hon. member suggests, is a metter
on which | confess | have some doubt. The red
quedtion is Are we paying for the Garrison because
we wat it, or are we paying for it, or mog of it,
because it is wanted for imperia purposes? Thet isa
subject which hasformed a subject of controversy for
a leadt thirty years and | do not think thet the parties
in the discusson have ever come to an agreement. |
confess, that taking the view of aman of peace, it has
sometimes occurred to me that our very good friends
the Militay of this Colony have a somewhet
imposing number of officers of high rank, and | think
it might be possible to induce the War Office to date
whether thisdesire, which has been gpparent Sncethe
War, to make two colonds grow where one grew
before, is entirdy in the interests of this Colony, or in
the interests of the forces in this commeand, which, |
would observe, indude gpart from the garrison here, a
batdion in Tientsin, and thet very much ingpected
body, the Peking Legaion Guard. That is a point
which deserves congderation by the War Office,

Thenext point, which | think has not been touched
onisthe grant to the Alice Memorial Hospital. |
should like to make
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clear to the Council my own pogtion in such maiters.
| have dways fdt it is undedrable that the
Government should propose a grant or increese a
grant to an inditution with any religious apect, unless
it is vary dear tha dl the representatives of the
Unofficda Community are unanimoudy in favour of
it. I know something—not as much as | should wish
—of the working of this inditution and if it is the
unanimous wish of the Unofficid members that the
grant should be increased | am perfectly willing to
agree to any ressonable sum they decide among
themsdves

With reference to the Botanicd and Forestry
Depatment the hon. member raised the question of
planting more shrubs and tress. | suppose | raise this
question about once every six mornths mysdf. | have
awayswished not only to plant some spaces gpeciadly
with azdeas and other plants but dso to plant firsin a
number of the outlying idands a present put to no
useful purpose. But | have invarigbly found that dl
such proposas are met with the argument that it is
quite easy to grow fir trees, but nothing would prevent
the Chinese from cutting them down, unless we are
going to increase very largdy the force of Forestry
Ingpectors and keep them condantly a work. |
confess | look with some doubt on the establishment
of large firewood reservations in the territory until in
process of time the Chinese abandon what gppearsto
be an ancedrd idea of tredting al vegetation as the
raw materid for theft.

The hon. member representing the Jugtices of the
Peece dedt largdy with quegtions of hedth. The
typhoid question has caused a cond derable amount of
controversy which to some extent | think has
followed wrong lines. | have not been dble to obtain
figures for this year, but | am under the impression
that though there has been a consderable number of
cases they have not been much more numerous than
in previous years. They have been more concentrated
and have drawn more public attention in consequence.
In any tropicd country, and in every other country,
you get a catain amount of enteric and | am afraid
that whatever seps are taken we cannot hope to rid
the Colony of it any more than any other country hes
dore.

The Sanitary Board has recently devised a new
type of larine with which to tempt coolies so that one
source of contamination may possbly be removed.
We are doing as much as we can to train nullahs and
dedl with pools to prevent the spread of maaria, but
during large building operations it is very difficult to
keep mosguitos under contral. It isimpossble to fill

up dl holes as you go dong and the reult is thet in
the rainy season you must have a condderable
number of poals, which can only be dedt with by
ailing. Thisisbeing donewhenever possble.

The hon. member referred to the number of
children in, | think, he sad, the Victoria Hospital.
Mdaria in an adult is a migortune, in a child it is
generdly due to a blunder on the part of its parents
We do not perhgps know so much about maaria
mosguitos as we used to think but onething is certain,
and that is that the anophdesis nocturnd in its habits
It does not wander abroad in the hours of the day
when children should be out, and if mothers would
take care that children came in a reasonable hours
and the mosguito net is looked dfter, | think the
number of cases in the Victoria Hospitd would be
vey much smdle. People mus redise that the
malarid mosquito will breed when it gets a chance
and if people who complain of of the inactivity of the
Government would take the trouble to see that there
are no breeding places on their own premises there
would belessmdaria

| am glad of the words of approval which have
fdlen from the Senior Chinese member in reference
to the grant to the Hok Hoi Library. | should be very
gad to see this Calony become a centre of Chinese
culture, in addition to European culture, and it is my
gret hope that | shdl, in the near future, see the
Chinese dde of the University adequatdy deveoped
withthisabject.

The hon. member dso referred to the provison for
an additiond Medicd Officer for the supervison of
Chinese inditutions. My explanation was not cear
enough. It is not proposed to meke any change. The
point is tha the time of the Medicd Officer who
devotes his atention to Chinese inditutionsis so fully
taken up that he has no time for other things. It is
necessary to meke an addition to the medicd
department in order that the full time services of an
officer may beavaldble.
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The hon. member continued with remarks that |
am entirdy in agresment with in regard to economy. |
can assure the Honourable member that sofar as| am
concarned his warnings will not be required. In the
course of a quarter of a century | have been accused
of many things but never of baing a spendthrift of
officid money, and | am &rad | have been rather a
trid to Departments of the Colony by inquiry why
quite smdl sums should be expended. | have been
very carefully through these Estimates and | do not
think there is anything that can be left out with
advantage. | find the task of anybody studying and
practisng economy is not rendered more easy by
such remarks as have been mede this afternoon.
There arethree mattersin the Budget which | thought
might possibly be open to reasonable atack. One is
the great increese in the gaff of the Public Works
Depatment. We have had two hon. members
congratulaing themsdlves and the Government upon
this The next point is the large increase of palice,
which the hon. member assured us is recognised as
essentid by the Chinese community. The last was the
provision of large sums of expenditure on the railway
which at present runs asfar as our boundary. | confess
if there was one item on which | had some doubt it
wasthismoney for therailway but | thought it wiseto
provide now for what will be necessary when through
treffic is resumed. | am glad to know that the hon.
member represanting the Chamber of Commerce
supports my view entirdy. In addition to these
endorsements hon. members urge us to make a
condderable addition to our expenditure by
incressng the grant of housing a owances, o thet it
will be seen thet the task of the habitual economist
becomes somewhat difficult.

With regard to the Hon. Mr. Bird's remarks, |
should like to say thet | entirdly agree with him thet
the best method of indicating the name of a dreet in
which one happensto beisto put the name on alamp.
| confess thet the Colonid Secretary's dternative of
marking it on the floor has never gppeded to measa
suitable method for bipeds whose eyesare not usualy
gluedto the ground.

The hon. member mentioned the Port
Devdopment Department and suggested that the
money spent on the conaulting engineers report was
wagted, asthe report had been scrgpped. Thisisnot 0
and in any case wha we have pad for is, not the
actud plans drawn up by Sr Maurice Fitzmeurice,
but his advice generdly, and whether his plans are or
are not adopted we have very vauable information
and advice, for which | may say we are paying whet
gopearsto mequite an adequate fee.

SPENDING TOOMUCH

| am afrad | cannot agree with the hon. member's
views about compensation for resumptions. It gopears
to me to be unreasonable that when a man wishes to
obtain something a the expense of the community he
should dso endeavour to obtain from the community
the expense of wha gengdly amounts to
improvement to his own property. | confess that my
opinion isthat we spend far too much on resumptions.
We ae condatly beng charged sums which
catanly never gopear to be bdow the highest market
price, and not infrequently above it when we teke a
grip of somebody's premises to widen the road. The
widening of the road addsto the vaue of the property,
and even if it did not they should be prepared to
sacrifice something for the benefit of the community.
As for getting anything out of the community for
nothing, | certainly think they should not be dlowed
todoso.

The hon. member's view that permisson to erect
verandahs over Crown land is athing to which every
British subject has an indienable right, | am afraid |
cannot agree with. | have no objection to people
erecting verandahs over Crown land, but if they do so
the Crown certainly has aclam to receive something
inreturn.

Thelagt point in the hon. member's speech | am
afrad | cannot agreewith. The position of this Colony
and the Straits Settlements with regard to aMunicipa
Council isentirely different. Singaporeisaportion
only of the Straits Settlements. It appearsto me quite
reasonable that municipa work of part of a Colony
should be done by amunicipa body created for that
purpose. Here, Hongkong and Kowloon form the
Calony, and if we had municipaity we should either
have no further use for the Public Works Department,
in which case we are smply substituting one and
probably aworse form of control for another, or dse
we should retain it and duplicate much work, and
inevitably there would be a great amount
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of overlapping and a grest amount of additiond
expenditure. No time would be saved and agreat dedl
of money would be wagted. These are my sentiments
inthat matter.

H.E'STERM OF OFHCE

| should like if 1 may, to end with a short persond
datement with regard to a remark | made in my
speech when introducing the Budget, which, |
obsarved, might very probably be the last Budget |
should perhaps put before the Counal. As the hon.
member representing the Chamber of Commerce has
dated to-day, the Unofficid members of the Coundll
paid me the compliment, which | vaue very highly,
of suggesting to the Secretary of State that my term of
office should be extended. As you are avare, cartain
changes have taken place in the Government of Grest
Britain in the lagt few weeks and the Secretary of
Sate very naturaly and rightly said he was unable to
bind his successor in any way. | can only say thet if
His Mgegy intimated his wish thet | should remain
here, it would give me great plessure, and nothing
would give me greater pleasure than to continue to
work with this Council, as | have worked,
harmonioudy, for thelagt five years. (Applause)

Hon. MR HOLYOAK— ask your Excdlency's
permisson to reply to one or two points raised in your
reply. | think the Director of Public Works, when he
referred to the rapid filtration of water, redly meant
the rapid passing of water without filtration, which
has resulted in the complaints made. Wha we are
urging is the adoption of amechanica process which
will filter water very rapidly and which experience
has proved for over a year in this Colony can be
sucessfully done. Theladt report given to mewasthat,
from January to June, 1924, there had been filtered
anaverage of 930,000 gdlons per day, induding
Sundays, and every filtered sample had been
absolutely free Thissmdl plant was desgned for one
million gallons per day but on one or two occasions, it
has touched two millions in 24 hours. What we are
urging is that the metter should not be l&ft for long
condderation. When tenders are in, a tdegraphic
acceptance should be made and prompt shipment
asked for, o thet you may havethefirg plant ingalled
quickly, and have in three or four months time an
expeimentd plant. If this is successful, then further
plant could beingtdled a the other filter beds.

THEWIDOWS AND ORPHANS PENSIONS

My impresson of the Widows and Orphans Fund,
Sr, asfar as my recollection goes back, is that these

funds were to a very large extent commandeered by
the Government. | can use no other expression. It is
pefectly true tha Government savants were
circularised, and thet they agreed to the money being
used by the Government in the way that was
afterwards adopted, but | think it is quite clear, S,
from dl thet | have heerd Since, thet they did not fully
undersand

H.E. THE GOVERNOR— am &fraid they do not
undergand it now.

Hon. MR HOLY OAK— think their complaint is
that if the funds had remained in ther own
adminidration they would be receiving a higher rate
of interest than that credited them to-day. That would
have made a great difference to the pensons of
widows and orphans. | suggest that the Government
should congder whether the time has not now come
for afresh vaugtion of the whole fund to be mede in
the interests of Civil Servants. It is nothing to do with
me. | am amply asking for jugtice on behdf of the
Civil Servants.

THETYPHOON BUOYS

| Sncerdy hopethat the Colonid Secretary was not
serious when he said the completion of the typhoon
buoyswould not be absolutdly finished until July next
year. It should not be ddlayed aslong asthat. | submit
that the work should be carried out as ealy as
possble

THE GOVERNMENT CIVIL HOSPITAL

My suggedtion for the removd of the Government
Civil Hospitd is not only in the interests of the
paients themsdves— it would be an economic
saving, because the price recaived for sdling the
present quarters will amply compensate you for
indituting the hospita further out, where conditions
can easly be bettered. | admit the nurses quarters are
quite good, but the hospitd itsalf should be scrapped
assoon asit possibly can be.
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TREEPLANTINGS

With regard to tree planting the Colonid Secretary
admitted, and you, Sir, sympatheticdly agreed with
him, that much more could be done in the way of
planting. We hope thet will be the case. Certainly, the
planting of flowering plants and shrubs will benfit
the Colony very much from the ornamentation point
done

THEMILITARY CONTRIBUTION

| differ, Sr, entirdy from you on the subject of the
Military Contribution. | know this is an extremdy
thorny subject. | gpeek for mysdf.—1 do not pretend it
to be the Unofficd view though | have good reason
to bdieve it is—This smdl idand, Sir, is pat of the
British Empire. We do not pretend to pay for
protection. We have a right to ask for it. The Colony
contributes in no smdl part, in different ways to the
Home Government; its cortribution is a greet ded
larger than its area indicates, and its vaue to the
British Empire is infinitely greater than it is often
given credit for. We have aright, not only to ask, but
to demand protection. We are pefectly willing to
contribute our quota for upkeep, but to ask us to
support the whole defence, nat only of this Colony,
but of the greater areawhich liesbeyond usin Ching,
is a burden which the British Government has no
right to force upon us, and whichwe are not willing to
acogpt. For thet resson | have again raised the
question. | do fed that if the question was put, as |
have suggested, to the British communities and their
Municipal Coundils throughout China, they would
fed that it wasreasonable that they should be asked to
contribute to their protection by the forces on whom
they would have the right to call. This is the natura
garrison point from which forces are drawn to Peking
and Tientsn, and | do fed, gr, thet the whole burden
of protection of the idand and whet lies beyond it,
invalving the whole of British interests in China,
should not lie entirely upon Hongkong.

THEALICEMEMORIAL HOSPITAL

| am glad, Sir, to hear tha you will view with
favour, if we support it, the vote for the Alice
Memorid and Affiliated Hospitds, which has been
suggested. | do nat think it could be quite farly said
that it isentirdy ardigious hospitd. | know the work
of the hospitd intimatey, and while it is basad
generdly on the broad principle of rdigion because of
its name and of the manner in which it came into
being, thereis no hospitd in this Colony administered
on broader lines, and no hospitd thet admits Chinese

more fredy or perhgps obtains better resuits It is not
that | advocate it in preference to any other hospitd,
but it is doing a great work on behdf of the Colony
which is worthy of dl the support the Government
can give it. For that reason | have advocaed with
greet plessure an increased vote.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—I should like to deal
with the point of Widows and Orphans Pensions
which the hon. member hasraised. Itisamigakein
thefirstinganceto reter to the Fund. Thereisno fund.
Thereisasysemwhichisembodied in an Ordinance,
which saysthat in return for a certain payment, four
per cent. of an officer'ssdary, apension of acertain
amount, varying according to age, will be available.
Theorigina fund waswound up many years ago and
handed over to the Government; in return, the
Government assumed liability for pensions specified
in the new tables. The tables were drawn up by the
leading actuary in England and represented what was
a thet time the best available information with regard
to mortality, and | do not think anybody would
question the accuracy of the cd culations as showing
an adequate pengon for the contributions received. |
am unfortunately excluded from membership of the
Hongkong system, but | am very gladto say | am
entitled to the benefits of asmilar system based on
the same tablesin Celyon. You will excuse me
quoting my own case, but it isthe one | know begt. |
joined the system at the age of thirty-six, my wife
being about twenty-three. | pay atrifle over £5a
month, and in return for that my wifeisentittedto a
pension of £200 ayear for dl her life or until her
remarriage, and in the event of death or remarriage
the pengion passesto my children up tothe age of 21
in the case of the daughter, and 18 in the case of the
boys. If any insurance company isinclined to offer
mesmilar terms, | hopeit will communicate with me
without further delay. The confusion of thought,
which | know exists among members of the Civil
Searvice, isthat they condder, because they subscribe,
that the pension
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should be sufficient to maintain the widow. Thet is
possibly a reasonable attitude if the contribution is
aufficient to provide for the pengon. Of course, what
these people who criticise do nat take the trouble to
condder is that the amount of the contribution is the
minimum the Government condders it necessay a
man should provide. It does not prevent him insuring
himsdf dsawherefor areasonable sum. It is perfectly
ludicrous to regard 4 per cant. of a man's income as
enough to put asde for the purpose of providing for
his family in al cases. The whole object of the fund
was to provide for numerous sad cases which came
before us in the Colonid Office of people who hed
not taken the dightest trouble to provide insurance for
their widows. It is a syslem introduced in order thet
the widows and families of officers in His Mgegy's
savice should not be reduced to the workhouse
owing to the cardesess of the husband. It wes
understood thet the average husband would prefer to
ded with the metter on the insurance bass This
scheme was Smply to make sure that an officer
should provide asmdl amount and so make sure thet
the widow at leest received something, and was not
left entirdly penniless, as had been the case in some
ingancesinthe pad.

This quedtion of the return on the contribution is
onewhich only an actuary can sdatle and | confessis
entirdy beyond me. The tables were worked out &
therate of 9x per cent. compound interest. A question
now beng discussed is whether because of the
decrease in the vadue of money and higher market
rates of interegt, the tables might bere-cdculated on a
somewhat higher rate. On this matter the Secretary of
Sateisin communication with us

The Council went into Committee to condder the
Bill, item by item.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK, on the vote for
Public Works Extraordinary, sad—In regard to
VictoriaHospitd (page 81, item 6) | should liketo ask
how it is thet this year $70,000 is being expended
indead of $130,000, and secondly, whether the
$1:30,000 to be expended next year will bedl thet will
be required? My reason, Sir, for putting the second
quedion is thet it is obvioudy undesirable in
connection with a hospitd, that the work should be
ddayed morethanis absolutdy necessary.

THe DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— The
$130,000 to be expended next year will complete the
work.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK-—Thet does not

seemto agreewith therevised esimate.

HE. THe GOVERNOR— Condderable sums
were oent in 1923. This does not appear on the
Edtimates. We ought to have another column in these
Egtimates showing the expenditure in previous years.
| did not discover the omisson until too late.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK then referred to
item 8 on page 81, New Queen's College, and asked
how it was that only $30,000 was being soent this
year and only $30,000 isto be spent in 1925.

THe DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— The
expenditure has been on dte preparaion. The plans
for the College have not been completed; it will be
some time before they will be completed for a
contract to beld.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK—Redly the work
issuffering from lack of q&ff?

THe DIRECTOR orF PUBLIC WORKS— Inthe
Architectural Department.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK—My next item is
No 17 in connection with Quarry Bay Schoal. Will
that $99,500 next year complete thiswork?

THe DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— That is
90, Sr. It is in the hands of outsde architects—the
firm of Litle, Adams and Wood—and that is the
amount they reguireto completethe work.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK —The next is
Queen's Fe. | mug confess tha | was dmply
gppdled when | came back to the Colony and saw the
backward date of this work, and | am Hill extremdy
agonished, not with standing the explanation given in
the paper laid on the table to-day. | see the estimated
expenditure for 1925 is $15,000. Does thet complete
it?

THe DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— Yes
that isto completeit.

H.E. THe GOVERNOR-—The explandtion, |

undergood, is that the sone masons have been on
drikealongtime. Isthat s0?
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THeE DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— On
that particular work, Sir, due to the contractor not
paying his workmen. It is very difficult to get other
contractors to take up the work. | have gone into the
mater very caefully. They have had previous
experience of thisin the Departments

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—Is there any prospect of
it being completed?

The DIRECTOR or PUBLIC WORKS— | hope,
Sir, itwill be completed by theend of the yesr.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK—With regard to
the Kowloon Hospitd, | understand the work will be
completedin July or August?

THe DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— Yes
thet isso.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK—Item 86, King's
Pak, "Laying out the ground for Redamdtion
purposss” | presume this is a migprint for
"recregtion.” | should like to ask whether it isintended
to lay out King's Park entirdly for recrestion purposes.
At one time that was the interttion, but goparently,
from something sad by your Excdlency in
introducing the Budget, part of the hilly surroundings
of Kings Pak will be used for quaters for
Government servants.

H.E. THe GOVERNOR—The quarters will be on

the high ground. They will not redly obtrude on
recreation.

Hon. SR HENRY POLLOCK— am glad to hear

the Government is nat going to utilise the high ground
for recregtion purposes. | suppose this sum ($70,000)
will complete the laying-out work.

THE DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS— Yes
that will completethework

The Bill having passed through Committee, the
Coundl resumed and on the motion of the
COLONIAL SECRETARY, seconded by the
COLONIAL TREASURER , the Bill wasread athird

timeand passed.
The Adjournment

HE. THe GOVERNOR—The Coundl will
adjourn until Thursday, November 13th.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

A meding of the Fnance Committee was
afterwards held, the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY presding.

Harbour OfficeVote

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
sum of $1,560 in aid of the vote Harbour Master's
Department, Other Charges, Repairs to Boats and
Buoys.

THe CHAIRMAN—This vote of $1,560 is mede
up asfallows The sum of $1,056 for placing cement
concrete buoysin the channd in Deep Bay leading to
Shum Chun river. The old marks were continudly
desroyed and the iron work did not lagt. These are
new buoys desgned in the Public Works Departmert,
and we hope they will last. The sum of $500 is
required for the remainder of theyear. These are extra
charges The esimate was found insufficient.

New Architectura Office

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
sum of $20,000 in ad of the vote Public Works,
Extraordinary, Hongkong, Buildings, 27, New
Architecturd Office.

THE CHAIRMAN — The Committee voted
$60,000 for thiswork, but it is estimated afurther sum
of $20,000 is required, asit is hoped to complete the
building by the end of December.

Valuntear Defence Corps

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
sumof $1,500in ad of thefallowing votes—

Military Expenditure, B. — Volunteer
Defence Corps, Other Charges.
Camp EXPENSES ....vevveeeereerrseesessseeessssens $500
Equipment and Upkeegp of Arms............. 1,000
10> [N $1,500

THe CHAIRMAN—These sums ae required
because the number attending camp was grester than
expected, and owing to the generd increese in the
personnd.
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A Beacon Light

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
aum of $500 in ad of the vote Public Works,
Extreordinary, New Territories Miscdlaneous
Beacon Light, Cheung Chau Channd.

THE CHAIRMAN—A vote of $10,000 for this
work was taken on the 16th May, but it has been
found necessary to do

ome extra work to the foundations to secure the
beacons morefirmly to theresf.

Inadental Expenses

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
aum of $500 in ad of the vote Governor, Other
Charges, Incidentd Expenses.

Tve CHAIRMAN—This amount is required for
incidentd expenses not estimated for.




