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Oth March, 1938.

PRESENT.—
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR (SR G. A. S NORTHCOTE, K.CM.G).

HiS EXCELLENCY THE GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS (MAJOR
GENERAL A. W. BARTHOLOMEW, CB.,CM.G,, CB.E,D.SO.).

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR N. L. SMITH, CM.G).
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (HON. MR. J. A. FRASER, M.C,, Adting).
THE SECRETARY FOR CHINESE AFFAIRS (HON. MR. R. A. C. NORTH).
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR S. CAINE).
HON. COMMANDER G. F HOLE, RN. (Retired), (Harbour Madter).
HON. MR R. M. HENDERSON (Director of Public Works).
HON. MR. T. H. KING (Commissoner of Police).
HON. DR P. S. SELWYN-CLARKE, M.C,, (Director of Medica Services).
HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK, KT, K.C, LLD.
HON. MR. J. J. PATERSON.
HON. MR. CHAU TSUN-NIN, CBE
HON. MR LO MAN-KAM.
HON. MR S.H. DODWELL.
HON. DR LI SHU-FAN.
HON. MR M. T. JOHNSON.
MR . B. C. K. HAWKINS (Deputy Clerk of Coundils).
ABSENT.—

HON. MR. LEO DALMADA E CASTRO, NR.



6 HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

MINUTES.
TheMinutes of the previous meeting of the Council were confirmed.
NEW MEMBERS.

The Hon. Mr. J. A. Frasar, M.C. (Attorney Generd, Acting) and the Hon. Dr. P S
Sdwyn-Clarke, M.C. (Director of Medicd Services) took the Oath of Allegiance and assumed
their sestsasmembersof the Counail.

RENTSCOMMISS ON.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—Honourable Members—As you ae aware, there has
recently been condderable public discusson in loca newspgpers and dsewhere of charges for
rent which are sad to be generdly risng, with inequitable results in cartain cases. Moreover,
individud representations have been made to me and, as | am cognisant, to certain members
of this and the Executive Coundil, bearing upon the same points. During this week | have
conferred upon this subject with persons interested therein and, this morning, with my
Executive Counail.

Severd suggestions have been recaived from various quarters that legidation should be
passad a once which would give gregter protection to the holders of exiging tenancies than
that which common law and locd gatutes now provide and, conversdly, would redtrict the
exiging rights and powers of landlords. On the other hand, recognition is generdly given to
the fact that any such legidaion would be unusud and dradtic in its effect and might easly
have repercuss onswhich would inflict more harm than benefit in the end.

Theseissues have been carefully consdered by Government, thet isto say, the Governor
in Executive Council, and the condusion reached unanimoudy there is tha while there is
evidence that rents have risen and are risng and tha tenants in certain cases are put into
difficulty, not to say hardship, on thet account, doser and more systematic investigation of the
factsin rdation to dl rdevant drcumdancesis necessary before such a far-reaching messure
can properly be presented to this Coundl. | have, therefore, decided to gppoint at once asmall
Commisson empowered to recaive and to andyse complants by ether of the patiesto a
tenancy agreement who consders himsdf aggrieved or injured by seps taken by the other
party.

Should the report of that Commisson—and | hope that it will be adle to reach its
condusions rgpidly—convince Government that action is necessary dong the lines which |
have mentioned, abill will be put before you with dl possible expedition.

STANDING LAW COMMITTEE.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.—BY Your Excdlency's direction | rise to announce
the gppointment of the Standing Law Committeefor 1938.
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The following Members have been gopointed and have agreed to serve The
Honourable the Attorney Generd (Charman), The Honourable the Secretary for Chinese
Affars, The Honourable Sr Henry Edward Pollock, KT, K.C,, LL.D., The Honourable Mr. T.
N. Chau, CB.E,, The HonourableMr. M. K. LO.

PAPERS

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of H.E. the Governor, lad upon the
table the following papers, saying; | wish to say tha Item No. 18 on the lig, the lig of
gatements and abdracts of reports, istoo bulky to print but these are available for Honourable
Membersto scrutinizeif they so desre—

Order made by the Governor in Council under section 2 of the Emergency Regulations
Ordinance, 1922, Ordinance No. 5 of 1922, rescinding certain regulaions for the
prevention and mitigation of cholera, dated 18th December, 1937.

Amendment made by the Governor in Council under paragraph (f) of sub-section (1) of
section 32 of the Telecommunication Ordinance, 1936, Ordinance No. 18 of 1936,
to the Radiocommuni cation Regul ations, dated 22nd December, 1937.

Rescisson of the Order meade by the Governor in Coundil on the 21 September, 1937,
under section 18 of the Quarantine and Prevention of Disease Ordinance, 1936,
OrdinanceNo. 7 of 1936, dated 28th December, 1937.

Licence granted by the Governor in Coundl under section 3 subsection (2) of the
Telecommunication Ordinance, 1936, Ordinance No. 18 of 1936, and pursuant to
agreements made between the Government of the Colony of Hong Kong and
Cable and Wirdess Limited, to the said Company to establish, maintain and work
atdegraph within the Colony of Hong Kong and an exdusive licence to supply
and operate the externd fixed gaion commerdd radio communications of the
sad Colony, dated 29th December, 1937.

Restisson of the Order made by the Governor in Council on the 23rd October, 1937,
under section 18 of the Quarantine and Prevention of Disease Ordinance, 1936,
OrdinanceNo. 7 of 1936, dated 31 December, 1937.

Stanley Market declared a market by the Urban Coundl under by-law 1 of the by-laws
under the heading 'Markets contained in the Schedule to the Public Hedlth (Food)
Ordinance, 1935, Ordinance No. 13 of 1935, dated 18th January, 1938.

Amendment made by the Governor in Coundl under section 3 of the Pogt Office
Ordinance, 1926, Ordinance No. 7 of 1926, to the Pogt Office Regulaions relaing
tothe U.SA. Air Mal Savices, dated 21 January, 1938.
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Order made by the Governor in Councl on the 21 day of January, 1938, under
regulaion 16 of the Emergency regulations published by Natification No. 621 in
the Hong Kong Government Gazette of the 2nd October, 1931

Amendment made by the Governor in Coundl under section 3 of the Pharmacy and
Poisons Ordinance, 1937, Ordinance No. 8 of 1937, to the Third Lig to the
Regulations, dated 14th February, 1938.

Amendments made by the Governor in Council under section 18 of the Pharmacy and
Poisons Ordinance, 1937, Ordinance No. 8 of 1937, to the Poisons Lig, dated 14th
February, 1938.

Notice given under section 5 of the Public Redlamations Vdidaion and Clauses
Ordinance, 1936, Ordinance No. 40 of 1936, re the definitive approva of the
erection of aPPier a& North Point by the Governor in Council, dated 17th February,
1938.

Temporary Regulaions made by the Governor in Counal under section 2 of the
Lighting Control Ordinance, 1936, Ordinance No. 55 of 1936, dated 17th February,
1938.

Dedaration under section 18 of the Quarantine and Prevention of Disease Ordinance,
1936, Ordinance No. 7 of 1936, dated 19th February, 1938.

Prodamation No. 13 of 1937.—Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance, 1937, to come into
operation on the 11 January, 1938.

Prodamation No. 1 of 1938—Crown Rents (Apportionment) Ordinance, 1936, to
comeinto operation asregards cartain lots on 7th January, 1938.

Adminidration Reports, 1937.—
Part | —Generd Adminidration:—
Financid Returns.
Sessiond Papers, 1938—
No. 1—Report on aNew Museum in Hong Kong.

No. 2—Report on the Third Congress of Prehigtorians of the Far Eagt, hdd a
Singapore, 1938.

Lig of gatements and abgtracts of reports of the following Companies, which have been
depogted with the Registrar of Companies under the Life Insurance Companies
Ordinance, 1907, during the year 1937 —

Satementsunder Section 12.
The ChinaHong Nin Life Insurance Company, Limited.
The Sincere Life Assurance Company, Limited.
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TheWing On Life Assurance Company, Limited.

Wes Coadt Life Assurance Company.

TheLuk Hoi Tong Life Assurance Company, Limited.

TheOi Kwan Life Assurance Company, Limited.
Satementsunder Section 13.

TheTa Shan Insurance Company, Limited.

QUESTIONS,
HON. DR LI SHU-FAN asked—

1—Will Government state what is the number of liquid fud orage tanksin the
immediate vidnity of resdentid didricts, both Hong Kong and Kowloon, giving the
numbers separately and their respectivelocdities?

2—Does Government agree that these tanks are potentiad sources of danger to the
locdities, @ther from accidentd fire or from destructive misslesin time of war?

3—If the answer to question 2 isin the afirmative, will Government congder the
degrability of removing the tanks as gpeedily as possibleto outlying districts, wherethey
will not condtitute asource of danger to the public?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied—
1—Thereare 15 ail goragetanksin Hong Kong didtributed asfollows—
North Point Ingtallation.

5largetanks } Benzineand
1amdl tank Keosene

4lagetanks } liguid fuel
3gmdl tanks oil.

W&t Point Petroleum Depat.
DavisSredt.

29mdl tanks Benzine,

Kowioon.
None of the tanks in Kowloon are in the immediate vicinity of
resdentid digricts

2—Therequirements of the Fre Brigadein the matter of surrounding the tanks by
retaining wals and of connexion with the chemica foam fire extinguishing sysem have
been complied
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with and there is no reason to think that the precautions taken are not adequate for the
protection of property in ordinary circumstances.

Therisk to neighbouring property would of course beincreased by war conditions.

3—The suggestion will have Government's consderation.

HON. MR M. K. LO asked:—

With reference to the Commisson gppointed by His Excdlency the Officer
Adminigering the Government on the 7th day of October, 1937, for the purpose of
inquiring into and egtablishing "the facts in relaion to the dleged snking of cartan
fishing junks the survivors of which were brought into Hong Kong on board the ss
Scharnhorgt and ss Kaying'™:

1—Wha isthe date of the Commissoners Report?

2—Ilsit the intention of Government to publish the Report for the informetion of
the public, and if so, when?

3—If itisnot theintention of Government to publish the Report, will Government
daethereasonsfor not publishing the same?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:—

1—25th October, 1937.

2 & 3—The report was referred to the Secretary of State for the Colonies for
condderation by the Imperid Government. It is a present dill under condderation and
no indructions have yet been recaived asto its publication.

FINANCE COMMITTEE'SREPORTS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of H.E. The Governor, laid upon the
table the Reports of the Finance Committee (Nos. 10 and 1), dated the 22nd December, 1937,
and the 2nd February, 1938, respectivey, and moved thet they be adopted.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY seconded, and thiswas agreed to.

MOTIONS,
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORK S—Sir—At your indruction | riseto movethe

resolution sanding in my name. The resolution is made necessary because of a proposd by
the Hong Kong Tramways, Ltd., to condruct asmall extensonto their existing track.
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Under section 7 of the Tramway Ordinance, No. 10 of 1902, the goprovd of this
Coundil isrequired for such an extenson, and previous natification is aso required to be given
in the public press by the Company gaing thet itistheir intention to goply for such gpprovd.

This public advertisement hasbeen duly given.

The extenson in question covers the condruction of a length of angle tramway track
goproximately 170 ft. in length leading from the double tramway track in King's Road, over a
portion of a public dreet of secondary importance, to the Tramway Company's new tramcar
shed which will be erected on portions of Inland Lots Nos. 3546 and 4955.

There is no objection from the traffic point of view nor from the Public Works
Depatment, and | therefore move—

Resolved that the gpprova of the Governor in Coundl of permisson to the Hong
Kong Tramways, Limited, to congruct a new single tramway track leading from the
double tramway track in King's Road to Inland Lots Nos. 4955 and 3546 as shown in
Endosure (94)2 in C.SO. 9365/04, and to maintain a tramcar shed on the said Inland
L otsin connexion therewith be confirmed.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and thiswas agreed to.
GASHOLDERSEXAMINATION ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved thefird reading of aBill intituled " An Ordinance
to make provison for the periodica examination of gasholders” He sad: The Objects and
Reasonsfor thisBill are set out in the Memorandum attached to the Bill.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and the Bill wasread afirg time,
Objectsand Reasons.
The"Objectsand Reasons' for the Bill were dated asfollows—

1. TheObject of thisBill isto enablethe Governor in Council to make regulaionsfor
the ingpection of gasholders

2. It results from a petition and other representations which have been made to the
Government after a gasholder exploson which occurred a West Point, Hong Kong, on the
14th May, 1934.

3. The regulaions in the Schedule place the obligation of carrying out periodicd
ingpections on the proprietors of the gasholder; but provide that in the case of the annud
examinations, to ascertain the externd condition of dl gasholders and of the septennid
examination, to ascertain the interna condition of gasholders more than fifteen years old, the
proprietor's examiner shal be accompanied by a Government obsarver.
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4.  Theregulaionsdso providefor the making, kegping and furnishing of recordsand
reports of the examinationsand of al work donein consequence thereof.

ASATIC EMIGRATION AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved thefird reading of aBill intituled "An Ordinance
to amend the Agaic Emigration Ordinance, 1915." He said: The Objectsand Reasonsfor this
Bill aredso st out in the Memorandum attached to the Bill.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill wasread afirg time.
Objectsand Reasons
The"Objectsand Reasons' for the Bill were sated asfollows—

1. Theobjett of thisamending Bill isto exdude the Sck bay or hospitd of emigrant
ships licensed under the provisons of the Asatic Emigration Ordinance, 1915, from the
passenger deck gpace required to be measured for the purpose of determining the number of
emigrantsto be carried in such ships.

2. The amendment is necessary in order to dlow for the proper segregation of Sck
emigrants, particularly those suffering from infectious or contagious disease, and to prevent
the overcrowding which necessarily results under the existing law from such segregetion.

3. Clause2 of the Bill effects the amendment by subdtituting the words "shdl not be
induded” for the words "shdl be induded” in the third line of regulaion 4 (7) in the Fourth
Schedule and the corresponding regulaion in the Sixth Scheduleto the principd Ordinance.

4. Clause 3 of the Bill isthe suspending dause necesstated by the proviso to section
2 of the Chinese Passengars Adt, 1855, (18 & 19 Vict,, ¢. 104).

EMPIRE PREFERENCE AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved thefirg reading of aBill intituled " An Ordinance
to amend the Empire Preference Ordinance, 1932." He said: The Objects and Reasonsfor this
Bill are st out in the Memorandum atached to the Bill which Honourable Memberswill see
ismerdly to correct the position arising from the sparation of Burmafrom India

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill wasread afird time
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Objectsand Reasons
The"Objectsand Reasons' for the Bill were sated asfollows—

As Burma has now been separatied from Indiag, the former country is no longer covered
by the definition of "The British Empire" contained in section 2 of the principa Ordinance, as
amended by the Empire Preference Amendment Ordinance, 1934.

Clause 2 of this Bill inserts the word "Burma,” immediatdy after the word "India" in
that definition, in pursuance of ingructions given by the Secretary of State for the Coloniesin
hiscdrcular depatch of 23rd December, 1937.

CORONATION HOSPITALITY.

HON. MR S. H. DODWELL.—Your Excdlency—Asthisisthe firs Council Medting
which has been hdd snce my return to the Colony in December, | would very much like, with
your Excdlency's permisson, to take the opportunity publidy to thank the Hong Kong
Government and the Home Government for the wonderful hospitdity shown to Dr. Tso and
mysdf asthe representatives of the Colony a the Coronation of Ther Mgesties. Had we been
permitted to sdect our own seets in the Abbey, we could not have chosen better ones than
those dlotted to us Besdesthe ceremony in the Abbey, we were honoured with invitationsto
many other brilliant functions, induding the Stete Bdl a Buckingham Pdace, the Navd
Review a Spitheed, and the Receptions given by the Spegker in the House of Commons and
the Lord Chancdlor in the House of Lords, while quite gpart from Government entertainment,
the invitations from various sections of the community to dinners, luncheons and garden
partieswere 0 numerousthat it was aphysica impaossibility for usto acoept them dl.

May | request Your Excdlency to be good enough to have conveyed to the Secretary of
Sate on behdf of Dr. TSo, my wife and mysdf, amessage expressng our degp gopreciation
of the excdlence of the arrangements made for our reception, our comfort and our enjoyment
during amost memorablevisgt. (Applause).

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—I shdl be very pleased to comply with the Hon. Member's
request.

ADJOURNMENT.
H.E. THE GOVERNOR —Council gands adjourned anedie.
FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Following the Coundil, a meeting of the Finance Committee was hdd, the Colonid
Secretary presding.

Votes totdling $391,999, being $101,589 under Esimates, 1937, and $290,410 under
Edtimates, 1938, were conddered.



14 HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Item 190.—28, Miscdllaneous Services Expensesof Mui Tsa Commission, $7,266.
HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK .—lIsit known how much of thissumisdueto printing?

THE CHAIRMAN.—I have not got paticulas | am drad. | can eadly provide
Honourable Memberswith them.

HoN. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—I would like to make a generd remark here with
regard to printing. We get o many of these pgpersin the Legidative Coundl thet it ssems an
extravagance to send copies to members beforenand and when we come to the Coundil
Chamber to give usfurther copies. In Item 193 the condderable increasein the cogt of paper is
mentioned. A little more economy might be exercised, | think by not giving Members two
copies.

HON. MR PATERSON.—When a paper is of any importance there are not enough
copiesto go round.

THE CHAIRMAN.—What papers?
HON. MR. PATERSON.—I redlly forget now.

HON. MR. LO—I have dways undergood that printing was the main cost and paper
was not much more,

THE CHAIRMAN.—! will go into the whole quegtion. In asmdl Coundil like this it
would not be asubgtantia saving to provide Memberswith only one copy. Besides, we would
haveto rdly on Members nat forgetting to bring their copiesto the Coundil.

HON. MR. LO—ls the $15,000 the totd cogt of the Commisson or the part the Hong
Kong Government hasto pay? | undersand Sngaporeisto pay haf.

THE CHAIRMAN.—Thisis the totd expense for Hong Kong, surdy. It should have
sad thetotd proportion for Hong Kong. | do not think it could mean anything ese, but 1 will
veify that aso.

Item 198—26, Kowloon-Canton Rallway: Specid Expenditure—Repairs to damaged
Locomoative and Wagons, $97.

HoN. MR. DODWELL.—Do we haveto pay for damage caused by bombing?

THE CHAIRMAN.—Thisorigindly came up a the end of last year. We sentinadam
to the Secretary of State and dso to Tokyo, and we have heard nothing about it. The firg
despatch was sat to the Secrelary of State and to Tokyo on November Sth, 1937, and
according to adviceswe had here we were advised thet theworking
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agreament between the two sections of the Kowloon-Canton Railway was such that no dam
for damages could be susained againg the Chinese section. We suggested that the daim
might be made againg the Jgpanese Government and a copy was st to Tokyo. That dlam
wasfor $18,000. There was afurther dam on January 7th for $7,000 which indudesthisitem.
Thisisarevote of part of theseconddam.

Item 199—29, Chaiteble Savices 4, Alice Memorid and Affiliated Hospitds,
$33,000.

HON. DR. LI—I underdand this is a desarving cause. Is there any time limit on the
obligation?

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—I do not think there was any time limit origindly.
We pay up to $50,000. The matter has been under discussion with the Hospitds.

THE CHAIRMAN.—I think it says dearly that we agreed to pay up to $50,000 three
years ago. This year we repested the vote and they stisfied Government that $33,000 would
be raised up to December, 1937, and thet we pay dollar for dallar.

HON. DR. LI.—Then Government is il prepared to pay another $17,000if that amount
israised by the Hospitds?

THE CHAIRMAN.—Yes

Item 12—32, Public Works Department—Other Charges 16, Upkeep and Running
Expensesof Motor Lorriesand Cars, $16,500.

HoN. SRHENRY POLLOCK .—I noticethat this system has proved unsatisfactory.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—It is an accounting change. Ingteed of being pad
from persond emolumentsit is paid through ancther vote.

HON. MR. PATERSON.—I supposeif you run over peoplethen you are not liable?

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—We had not congdered that. | don't think we should
repudiaethat. The new system gives us better control over thedrivers.

Item 14—34, Public Works Extreordinary.—Kowloon. Buildings. New Wirdess
Tdegraph Station a Hung Hom, $50,000.

HoN. SR HENRY POLLOCK.— would like some information on this It was
origindly made aloan matter.
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THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—This has been explained in the Councll under the
Revised Loan Schedule, 1937-38. It is only an accounting trander. It was decided that this
particular building, as it was not being actudly used for the aerodrome wirdess gation, could
not be gppropriady charged to loan, dthough it was origindly charged to loan.

Item 15—10, A—Harbour Depatment—Specid Expenditure Sdvaging and
reconditioning of Kau Sng, $100,000.

THE CHAIRMAN.—I am authorized to Sate thet the fate of the Kau Singis il under
discusson. As Members know, this was debated by the Harbour Advisory Board amonth or
two ago and it was decided thet the most profitable thing to do wasto get her off the rocksand
into dock a Government's expense. What should be done theresfter has il to be discussd. |
am authorized to say that the matter is ganding il & the moment and is under condderation.
It is dmog cartan | think, as far as the harbour Advisory Board recommendations are
concerned, that shewill not be used in her old capacity as arescuetug.

Item 26.—20, Police Force—Specid Expenditure. Police Tdephone Rillar, $2,010.
HoN. SRHENRY POLLOCK —What isaPdlice Tdephone Rillar?
THE CHAIRMAN.—Itisasort of amdl edition of atdephone box made of concrete.

All the voteswere gpproved.




