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13th April, 1938.

PRESENT.—
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR (SR G. A. S NORTHCOTE, K.CM.G).

HiS EXCELLENCY THE GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS (MAJOR
GENERAL A. W. BARTHOLOMEW, CB.,CM.G,, CBE, D.SO).

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR N. L. SMITH, CM.G).
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (HON. MR. J. A. FRASER, M.C,, Adting).
THE SECRETARY FOR CHINESE AFFAIRS (HON. MR. R. A. C. NORTH).
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR S. CAINE).
HON. MR R. M. HENDERSON (Director of Public Works).
HON. MR. T. H. KING (Commissioner of Police).
HON. DR P. S. SELWYN-CLARKE, M.C,, (Director of Medica Services).
HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK, KT.,K.C,, LL.D.
HON. MR. J. J. PATERSON.
HON. MR. CHAU TSUN-NIN, CBE
HON. MR LO MAN-KAM.
HON.MR S.H. DODWELL.
HON. MR LEO D'ALMADA E CASTRO, NR.
MR . B. C. K. HAWKINS (Deputy Clerk of Coundils).
ABSENT.—
HON. COMMANDER G. F HOLE, RN. (Retired), (Harbour Madter).
HON. DR LI SHU-FAN.

HON. MR. M. T. JOHNSON.
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MINUTES.
TheMinutes of the previous meeting of the Council were confirmed.
PAPERS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of H.E. the Governor, lad upon the
tablethefollowing pgpers

Resolution adopted by the Legidative Coundil on 9th March, 1938, for the Hong Kong
Tramways, Limited, to congtruct anew sngletramway track in King's Road.

Amendments made by the Midwives Board under Section 4 of the Midwives Ordinance,
1910, Ordinance No. 22 of 1910, to the Regulations, dated 3rd March, 1938.

Alteration made by the Governor in Council under sections 33 (5) and 88 of the Liquors
Ordinance, 1931, Ordinance No. 36 of 1931, to Form 9, Chinee Resaurant
Licence, inthe Frst Scheduleto that Ordinance, dated 14th March, 1938.

Amendments made by the Governor in Coundl under section 3 of the Pogt Office
Ordinance, 1926, Ordinance No. 7 of 1926, to the Pogt Office Regulations, dated
16th March, 1938.

Order made by the Governor in Coundil under section 8 (1) of the Jury Ordinance, 1887,
Ordinance No. 6 of 1887, rdaing to the Jury Lids for 1938, dated 16th March,
1938.

New Stanley Cemetery authorized by the Governor in Coundil under section 73 of the
Public Hedlth (Sanitation) Ordinance, 1935, Ordinance No. 15 of 1935, asaplace
to be used asacaemetery, dated 2nd April, 1938.

Prodamation No. 2—Appointing Commissoners to inquire into the prevaent charges
for rent in Victoriaand Kowloon.

Sessond Pgpers, 1938:
No. 3—JurorsLig for 1938.
No. 4—Waer Finances Memorandum by Finencid Secretary.

No. 5—Report of the Commisson gppointed by His Excdlency the Governor of
Hong Kong

A toinquireinto and report upon

() the prevdent charges for rent in the towns of Victoria and
Kowloon, having regard to their riseand fal during thelast ten
years,
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and

(2 the extent to which and the manners in which tenants and
landlords have been and are affected by the sudden growth of
the populaion of Hong Kong snce the beginning of Sno-
Jgpanee hodtilities|adt year:

B. torecaveord and written evidence upon theforegoing issues:

C. to make such rdevant recommenddions as may commend
themsdvesto members

No. 6—Report of Committee on Rentdsfor Government Quarters.
FINANCE COMMITTEE'SREPORT.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of H.E. The Governor, laid upon the
table the Report of the Finance Committee (No. 2), dated the 9th March, 1938, and moved
that it be adopted.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and thiswas agreed to.
URBAN COUNCIL BY-LAWS.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.— rise to move that the by-lavs under the heading
"Recondtituted Milk and Recondtituted Cream’ made by the Urban Coundil under sections 5
and 6 of the Public Hedth (Food) Ordinance, 1935, on the 29th day of March, 1938, be

goproved.

These by-laws prohibit the manufacture of recondituted milk or recondtituted cream for
sdeor for usein the preparation of food for sde exoept in premises licensed as afood factory
for that purpose, and dso prohibit thair sde except in properly licensad or registered premises.
They require the gpprovd of the Urban Coundil for the gpparatus and condtitutents used in the
manufacture of recondituted milk or recongtituted cream and for the containers usad in their
sde They forbid the addition of preservatives or colouring matter and ingst on pasteurization,
and in order that the public may know what it is getting they d o prescribe that on containers
in which recondituted milk and cream are sold and in advertisements rdaing to their sdethe
word "recondituted” shall be given equa prominence with thewords"milk" or "cream.”

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and thiswas agreed to.
PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND GIRLSORDINANCE, 1938.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved thefird reeding aBill intituled "An Ordinance to

amend thelaw rdaing to the protection of Women and Girls™ He sad: The object of thisBill,
asdaedinthe
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memorandum of Objects and Reasons is to reped the Protection of Women and Girls
Ordinance, 1897, with its amending Ordinances and Regulaions, and to re-enact them, &fter a
dose scrutiny and revison of every dausein the light of the recommendations of the Report
of the Mui Tsai Commission and inthelight of experience of the working of these Ordinances.
It amsat suppressing abuses without too great incurson into Chinesefamily life

It will be noticed that, by Section 32, "every person who a the date of the passng of this
Ordinance hasin his custody or control any girl the legd guardianship of whom is vested in
the Secreary for Chinese Affarrs pursuant to section 32 (1) shdl regiger in the manner
prescribed by regulations within three months from a dete to be gppointed by His Excdlency
the Governor by natification in the Gazette. It is, of course, impassble to goply any system
involving extensve regisration immediately on the passing of the measure which authorizes
or requires such regigration. The machinery for regigration, for example, could nat be ready,
and great hardship might be imposed on those members of the public who were not
immediatdy aware of the duty to regigter if they were rictly limited to thetimelaid down in
the section. The intention of Section 32, therefore, isto delay regidration only for such short
period as may be necessary to givethe Secretary for Chinese Affairstimeto preparethe forms
required—it isimpossible, of course, to anticipate the find form in which these may be lad
down—and by propaganda to do whatever is necessary to bring the new law before the
Chinese who are mogt afected by it. Honourable members may be assured that, should this
provison be findly gpproved, there will be no dday whatever in making the necessary order
and bringing regigraioninto force.

Honourable members will remember that this Bill is the fruit of the labours of a
Committee and of a Commisson, both gppointed to condder the Mui-tsai quedtion. |
undergtand from severd sourcesthat this Bill isbeing scrutinized, not only by members of the
Committee | have referred to, but aso by certain members of the legd professon and others
who are interested in this quegtion, and | have dreedy recaved certan suggesions for
amendment, the merits or demeritsof which | have not yet had timeto consider.

Thisdraft representsthe generd policy of the Government, but it ishardly to be expected
that a measure dedling with a matter which has been under discusson for 60 years will pass
findly in the form in which it is fird drafted, and the Government is congdering, and is
prepared ill to congder proposds for further amendment, if these proposds are put forward
without dday, asit isanxiousto have this matter, which has been solong ddayed, brought to a
sdtisfactory condusion as soon aspossble | shdl therefore, a any time, but more particularly
before the second reeding, we come any suggestions which may asss mein sdttling the find
form and details of thisBill.

| movethat the Bill beread afirg time.
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill wasread afirg time.
Objectsand Reasons
The"Objectsand Reasons' for the Bill were sated asfollows—

1. Theobject of thisBill isto reped the Protection of Women and Girls Ordinance,
1897, with its amending Ordinances and Reguldions and to re-enect them dfter a dose
scrutiny and revison of every dausein thelight of the recommendations of the Report of the
Mui Tsal Commission andinthelight of experience of theworking of these Ordinances.

2. A Téble of Correspondence is atached which explains the variations between the
dausesof the Bill and the provisonsthey replace in grester detall.

VACCINATION AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL risgng to moved the fird reading of a Bill intituled "An
Ordinance to amend the Vaccination Ordinance, 1923 sad: Your Excedlency—In rdaion to
"An Ordinance to amend the Vaccingion Ordinance, 1923, | should like to mention thet
notice of the introduction of this Bill was drculated immediately prior to this medting and is
now in the hands of Hon. members and | request Your Excdlency’s permisson under Order
13 (2) of the Standing Orders for that notice to be vdid for this meeting, in order that the Bill
may beintroduced at thismeeting.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR.—The maiter is one of grave sodd importance and | have
ingructed the Hon. and leerned member, the Attorney Generd to bring it forward to-day, but |
am prepared to ligen if any member wishes to oppose my giving pamisson for the
introduction to this Bill.

Therebeing no commert,

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—You have my permisson to proceed.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The ressons for this Bill are s&t out in the
memorandum attached to the Bill, but as Hon. members have only now got the Bill in their
hands, | should liketo read them.

The"Objectsand Reasons' for the Bill werethen reed.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill wasread afird time
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Objectsand Reasons
The"Objectsand Reasons' for the Bill were sated asfollows—

1 Avirulent type of smdlpox isendemic in Hong Kong and South Chinaand results
in many deaths each year.

2. Evey dfort has been made by means of pogters, pamphlets, propaganda in the
press and the locd broadcagting service to induce persons exposed to therisk of infection to
protect themsdlves by vacdnation, which is carried out free of charge by public vaccinators,
but many have faled to avail themsdves of this protection and the number of desths from
amallpox thisyear dreaedy exceeds 1,400.

3. Section 16 (1) of the principa Ordinance empowersthe Medicd Officer of Hedth
to require the vaccination of any person "who in his opinion has been subjected to the risk of
infection from smdlpox”, but this measure is impracticable in many indances where the
bodies of those who have died of smdlpox have been dumped in the sregts or the harbour,
and in many otherswhere smallpox cases are concedled in houses.

4. Section 2 of this Ordinance, by repeding the redrictive words quoted above in
section 16 (1) of the principa Ordinance, empowers the Medicd Officer of Hedth or any
public vaccinator deputed for the purposes of section 16 to require the vaccination or re-
vacanation, free of charge, of any person who in his opinion should be vaccinated or re-
vaca nated.

5. Thisamendment isdesigned to endblethe hedth authorities effectively to carry out
vacanaion campaigns, paticulaly in thickly-populated aress inhabited by the working
dasses whereinfection iswidespread but whereit is often quite impossible to prove exposure
totherisk of infection from any particular case

GASHOLDERSEXAMINATION ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the sscond reeding of a Bill intituled "An
Ordinanceto make provison for the periodica examination of gasholders.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill was read asecond time.
Coundl then went into Committeeto consder the Bill dauseby dause
Upon Coundil resuming,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that the Bill had passed through Committee
without amendment and moved thet it beread athird time.
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

ASATIC EMIGRATION AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the second reeding of a Bill intituled "An
Ordinanceto amend the Agatic Emigration Ordinance, 1915."

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and the Bill wasread asecond time.
Coundil then went into Committee to consider the Bill dauseby dause
Upon Coundil resuming,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that the Bill had passed through Committee
without amendment and moved thet it beread athird time.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

EMPIRE PREFERENCE AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the sscond reading of a Bill intituled "An
Ordinanceto amend the Empire Preference Ordinance, 1932."

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill wasread asecond time,
Coundil then went into Committee to consder the Bill dause by dause
Upon Coundil resuming,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported that the Bill had passed through Committee
without amendment and moved thet it beread athird time.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill was read a third time and
passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR —Council stands adjourned until Wednesday, 20th April.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Following the Coundil, a meeting of the Finance Committee was held, the Colonid
Secretary presding.

Votestotdling $450,689 under Estimates, 1938, were considered.

Item 36.—33, Public Works Recurrent—New Kowloon. 19, Typhoon and Rainsorm
Damages. Item 1, Typhoon and Rainstorm Damages $57,000.

THE CHAIRMAN.—Arethese not thefind typhoon hills?
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—Yes

All thevoteswere approved.




