HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 25

20th April, 1938.

PRESENT:—

HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR (SR G. A. S NORTHCOTE, KCM.G)).

HiS EXCELLENCY THE GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING THE TROOPS (MAJOR
GENERAL A. W. BARTHOLOMEW, CB.,CM.G,, CBE, D.SO).

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR N. L. SMITH, CM.G).
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (HON. MR. J. A. FRASER, M.C,, Adting).
THE SECRETARY FOR CHINESE AFFAIRS (HON. MR R. A. C. NORTH).
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR. S. CAINE).
HON. COMMANDER G. F HOLE, RN. (Retired), (Harbour Madter).
HON. MR R. M. HENDERSON (Director of Public Works).
HON. MR. T. H. KING (Commissoner of Police).
HON. DR P. S. SELWYN-CLARKE, M.C,, (Director of Medicd Services).
HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK, KT, K.C, LLD.
HON. MR. J. J. PATERSON.
HON. MR CHAU TSUN-NIN, CBE
HON. MR LO MAN-KAM.
HON.MR. S.H. DODWELL.
HON. MR LEO D'ALMADA E CASTRO, NR.
MR . B. C. K. HAWKINS (Deputy Clerk of Coundils).
ABSENT.—
HON. DR. LI SHU-FAN.

HON. MR M. T. JOHNSON.
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MINUTES

H.E. THE GOVERNOR—Oneitem in the Minutes has been dtered from the draft sent
to Honourable Membersfor their gpproval. It refersto the Vaccination Amendment Ordinance,
and | will ask the Clerk of Councilsto reed that particular minute.

After the minute had been read the Minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed.
PAPERS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of H.E. the Governor, lad upon the
tablethefollowing paper:

By-laws under the heading "'Recondituted Milk and Recondituted Cream’" made by the
Urban Council under sections 5 and 6 of the Public Hedth (Food) Ordinance,
1935, Ordinance No. 13 of 1935, on the 29th day of March, 1938.

QUESTIONS
HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK asked:—

By pamisson of Your Excdlency, | beg leave to put the falowing question, of
which | have given too short noticefor it to beincluded in the Orders of the Day—

With reference to the Report of the Commission on Rents which was published as
aSessond Paper No. 5/1938, will the Government state what steps has the Government
taken, or does it propose to take, for the purpose of deding with the present rent
gtuaion?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY replied—

At the meeting of this Council held on 9th March, 1938, when the gppointment of
the Commission in question was announced, Your Excdlency sad—

"Should the report of that Commisson—and | hope that it will be ableto reach its
conclusons rgpidly—convince Government that action is necessary dong the lines
which | have mentioned, abill will be put before you with dl possible expedition.”

The recommendations of the Commission have been accepted by the Government
induding the generd postion thet no case has been made for immediate legidaive
actionin the matter of rent regtriction.
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At the sametimethe possbility of such action becoming necessary inthefuture, as
is suggested in the fina paragraph of Part VI of the Report, will be borne in mind. In
paticular the Government is kegping a dose watch on the gdidtics of arivas ad
departures asthe present abnormal increase in the population of the Colony isdearly the
chief factor in the Stuation which cdled for the gppointment of the Commission.

FINANCE COMMITTEE'SREPORT.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of H.E. the Governor, lad upon the
table the Report of the Finance Committee (No. 3), dated the 13th April, 1938, and moved that

it be adopted.
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY seconded, and thiswas agreed to.
VACCINATION AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1938.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the second reeding of a Bill intituled "An
Ordinanceto amend the Vaccnation Ordinance, 1923."

HoN. MR. T. N. CHAU.—Sir—The Hon. Director of Medicd Services was good
enough to consult the Chinese members of the two Coundils about this Bill before its
introduction in this Council, and in view of the serious epidemic of small-pox this year, with
the attendant heavy loss of life, which we dl greetly deplore, we agreed to give the Bill our
support.

Past experience has proved that with the gpproach of warmer wegther, this disease will
gradudly die out, but if and when it should become necessary for Government to take any
action under the new law, we request thet there should be aslittle interference as possble with
the Chinese home life, in order that not only would no resentment of any kind be creeted, but
thefull co-operation of the people might be enlisted. Knowing thetact of theHon. D. M. S as
wedo, wefed confident thet thelaw, if and when it comesinto operation, will be administered
with every regard to the convenience of the public.

THE DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL SERVICES—Your Excdlency—I shdl be very
happy to give the assurance the Hon. Member requires.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill wasread asecond time,
Coundil then went into Committee to consider the Bill dause by dause

Upon Coundil resuming,
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL reported tha the Bill had passed through Committee
without amendment and moved the third reading.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the Bill was read a third time and
passd.

ADJOURNMENT.

H.E. THE GOVERNOR —Council gands adjourned Snedie.




