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20th October, 1938.

A medting of the Finance Committee was held in the Council Chamber, the Colonid
Secretary (Hon. Mr. N. L. Smith, CM.G)), presiding.

ALSO PRESENT:.—
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR. S. CAINE).
HON. MR. R. M. HENDERSON (Director of Public Works).
HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK, KT, K.C, LLD.
HON. MR. J. J. PATERSON.
HON. MR. CHAU TSUN-NIN, CBE
HON. MR LO MAN-KAM.
HON. MR S.H. DODWELL.
HON. MR LEO D'ALMADA E CASTRO, NR.
HON. DR LI SHU-FAN.
HON.MR A. L. SHIELDS.
MR. B. C. K. HAWKINS (Deputy Clerk of Coundils).

Votes totaling $799,098, contained in Message No. 9 from H.E. The Governor, were
conddered.

Item 183—22, Medica Department:—28, Washing, $4,500.
HON. DR. LI.—Isthisvotefor thewashing of patients or laundry? (Laughter).
THE CHAIRMAN.—For laundry.

Item 188—27, Defence, A—Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps—10, Equipment,
Air Arm, $55.

HON. MR PATERSON.—What has happened to the Bren Light Machine Guns, on
which asaving isto be made so that we can buy 10 buzzers?

THE CHAIRMAN.—I presumethey have not been ddivered.
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HON. MR PATERSON.—The way the world isto-day, | think | would rather have two
Bren Light Machine Gunsthan ten buzzers.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY .—We have not decided to do without them.

Item 189—27, Defence, A—Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps—20, Uniform,
including Boots, $6,406.

HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK —Whet isthe Lyon Light Section?

THE CHAIRMAN.—It is new a section, a sort of minor searchlight unit. Lyon Light
Sactionismerdy itsname. | will furnish the Counail |ater with adescription of the Lyon Light.
| will dso enquirewhy thereisasaving on Bren Light Machine Gunsand let you know.

Item 192—27, Defence, D.—Air Rad Precautions, $69,750.

HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK .—I suppose this has been recommended by the A. R. P
Officer?

THE CHAIRMAN.—Yes. Wewill nead alot morethan this. Thisisamodified vote

Item 199.—33, Public Works Recurrent—Hong Kong. 6, Water Works. Item 1,
Maintenance of City and Hill Digtrict, $85,000.

HON. MR. PATERSON.—Is Government sdtisfied that the pumping is being done
economicaly?

THE CHAIRMAN.— think it isor it would not be passed. In what way do you mean?

HON. MR. PATERSON.—I wasthinking of fud.

THE CHAIRMAN.—Whether it could be done chegper?

HON. MR PATERSON.—Whether it is being burned in the chegpest way.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—There has been no change in the nature of
the fud. Pumping has been done with cod for thelagt 20 years. Three years ago, thelagt time
wewent into the question of using ail fud, it was il found chegper to use cod.

HON. MR. PATERSON.—Is the cod burned the chegpest possble way? Is it the best
kind of cod?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—The cod isto specification and is pad for
on resultsof andyss
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HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—I think what Mr. Paterson meansiis, isthe cod good
for the purposeit isused?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—It is chosen by our experts Thereis much
difficulty in getting cod.

HoN. MR DODWEL L —lIsit Taiping cod?
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—I cannat tell you.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY .—lt is Borneo cod they are usng now. Different
cods are usad for different purposes. We do not provide the same cod for dl Government
work.

Item 201—34, Public Works Extreordinary.—Hong Kong. Buildings—Refugee
Camp, North Point, $163,000.

Item 202—34, Public Works Extraordinary.—Kowloon. Buildings—Refugee Camp
in Kowloon, $253,400.

Item 203: 34, Public Works Extraordinary:—Kowloon. Buildings—Refugee Camp a
King's Park, $128,500.

HoN. SIR HENRY POLLOCK.—I undergand the contracts have dready been made
for these camps?

THE CHAIRMAN.—Thét isso.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—Condderable progress has dreedy been
made, on the camps a North Point and King's Park.

HON. MR. LO—The Colonid Secretary made a atement in full Council while you
wereaway, Sir Henry.

THE CHAIRMAN.—Yes agaement was made and figureswere given in full Council.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY .— think it will be found that these figures are very
coseto the goproximate estimetes.

HON. MR. LO—Coundil has gpproved this and | do not think we are in a pogtion to
query it now.

THE CHAIRMAN.—I seethat Item 201 hed atotd of thirteen different tenders.

HoN. SR HENRY POLLOCK .—I do not think the lowest tender is necessarily the best
one. | supposed| quantities have been worked out?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—AII the tenders were conadered by the
Tender Board when dl particularswere before them.

All the voteswere gpproved.



