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14 January 2011

The Hon Jasper Tsang Yok-sing, GBS, JP
President

Legislative Council

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

Dear President,

Chief Executive’s Question and Answer Session on 13 January 2011

At the Chief Executive’s Question and Answer Session yesterday,
the Hon. Leung Kwok Hung once again acted in complete disregard of the
Rules of Procedure by making unseemly interruptions while the Chief
Executive (CE) was answering a question posed by another Member.
Worse still, in front of your goodself and before the full Council and the
public through the live broadcast, the Hon. Leung announced he would
“throw” an object at the CE and immediately hurled it towards him. This
caused the CE to duck and the object narrowly missed him. The Hon.
Leung then rose, grabbed the mop he brought into the Legislative Council
(LegCo) Chamber, and tried to cross the floor to reach the CE afterwards.
His approach was only stopped by a number of security officers who had to
physically push him away. Your goodself also ordered him to be evicted

from the Chamber.



Such intimidating and disruptive acts are totally unacceptable in
any context and by any standard, not to mention the fact that such acts were
performed by a LegCo Member openly inside the LegCo Chamber. As you
know, this is not the first time the Hon. Leung has engaged in such unruly
conduct. When similar conduct took place back in February 2009
mvolving the Hon. Leung and two other Members, it drew cross-party and
public condemnation that such conduct tamished the dignity and the orderly
operation of the LegCo.

) We deeply regret that such an incident has occurred yet again.
Despite having written to you several times during the last two sessions to
register our concern on the unruly behaviour of some LegCo Members
towards public officers, there does not appear to be any end to such
behaviour. We understand that the Committee on Rules of Procedure
earlier considered but came to the conclusion that the current Rules of
Procedure need not be amended to cater for persistent grossly disorderly
conduct in the Council. '

The incident yesterday was plainly an escalation of the type of
grossly disorderly conduct we have sadly witnessed thus far. It has gone
beyond mere disruption of the LegCo proceedings. It was an act of
intimidation targeted at the CE. Its effect is much more far-reaching than to
simply undermine the dignity and orderly operation of the LegCo; it has also
jeopardized the core of the civil society and the democratic process. The
Hon. Leung showed utter contempt for the existing Rules of Procedure
which plainly had no effect on him in terms of deterrence or consequence.

Under the Rules of Procedure, public officers attending meetings
of the Council should enjoy the same protection and respect as any LegCo
Member. More importantly, the CE,-as head of the Special Administrative
Region, attended the LegCo yesterday to answer questions concerning the
administration and affecting the well being of this community. The CE and
the public officers should never be subjected to intimidating acts when
attending meetings of the LegCo or have any cause to fear for their personal
safety. It is incumbent upon the LegCo to do its utmost to ensure that they

are not.



Because of the gravity of the situation, we respectfully call upon
your goodself to advise urgently what you and the LegCo intend to do in
relation to the incident yesterday, and as to how you propose to avoid such
incidents and to protect public officers in the future.

Yours sincerely,

¢,

~

( Henry Tang )
Chief Secretary for Administration
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19 January 2011

The Hon Henry Tang Ying Yen, GBM, GBS, JP
Chief Secretary for Administration -

12/F, West Wing
Central Government Offices

Lower Albert Road
Central
Hong Kong

Dear Chief Secretary,

Chief Executive’s Question and Answer Session
on 13 January 2011

Thank you for your letter dated 14 January 2011. I note
your concern about the conduct of Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung at the
Chief Executive (“CE”)’s Question and Answer (“Q&A”) Session held
on 13 January 2011 and ways to avoid similar incidents in future.

Let me reiterate that as President of the Legislative Council,
it is my constitutional function to ensure the smooth conduct of
Council meetings. At the CE’s Q&A Session held on 13 January
2011, T considered the conduct of Mr LEUNG to be grossly disorderly
and, in accordance with Rule 45(2) of the Rules of Procedure, 1
ordered him to immediately withdraw from the Council for the

remainder of that meeting.

=#oEEDEAETEEKE LEGSLATIVE COUNCIL BUILDING, & JACKSON ROAD, CENTRAL, HONG KONG.



In view of the concerns raised about some Members’ repeated
or persistent disorderly conduct during Council meetings, I have in the
past referred the matter to the Committee on Rules of Procedure
(“CRoP”) which has conducted reviews on whether the Rules of
Procedure should be amended to address the problem. I understand
that while CRoP does not consider it necessary to introduce any new
arrangement to deal with Members’ disorderly conduct at Council
meetings, it has requested the Secretariat to collate more information
on the relevant rules and practices of other legislatures, and CRoP-will
further discuss the issue if necessary. -

Following the incident on 13 January 2011, 1 notice doubts
have been raised from various quarters that the current Rules of
Procedure may not be adequate to enable measures to be taken to
prevent or deter repeated or persistent disorderly conduct of Members
at Council meetings. Also, it may be appropriate to introduce
provisions in the Rules of Procedure to regulate the bringing of objects
into the Chamber which may obstruct Members and public officers
attending Council meetings or pose a threat to their personal safety. I
am going to refer the matter to the Chairman of CRoP, Hon TAM
Yiu-chung, and ask CRoP to consider it as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

Y Ty

(Jasper Tsang Yok Sing)
President

c.c. Members of the Legislative Council
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25 March 2009

The Hon Jasper Tsang Yok-sing, GBS, IP
President

The Hon Miriam Lau Kin-yee, GBS, JP :
Chairman, House Commitee

The Hon Emily Lau, JP
Chairman, Finance Committee

Legislative Council
Legislative Council Building
8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

Dear President, House Committee Chairman
and Finance Committee Chairman,

Special Finance Committee meeting on 24 March 2009

At the Special Finance Committee (FC) meeting yesterday when
Members examined the Estimates of the Constitutional and Mainland A ffairs
Bureau, two Legislative Council (LegCo) Members repeatedly used vulgar
and offensive language against the public officers attending the meeting,
departing once again from Rules 10(2) and 41(4) of the LegCo Rules of
Procedures which are applicable to FC meetings. We also note that FC
Chaimman had not reminded Members that they should not use such language

which breached Rule 41(4).

We note that some Members have repeatedly challenged the Rules
of Procedures by using grossly improper and offensive language and
behaviour despite the fact that we have written several times to LegCo
expressing our deep concem over such behaviour. Such acts seriously



departed from the spirit of mutual respect which underlies the Rules of
Procedures and for which we express our deep regret.

We look to LegCo to adopt effective means as soon as possible to
ensure public officers attending meetings of LegCo, including the remaining
Special FC meetings, would not be subject to offensive language or

behaviour.

Yours sincerely,
-~

( Henry Tang )
Chief Secretary for Administration
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25 February 2009

The Hon Jasper Tsang Yok-sing, GBS, JP

President

Legislative Council

Legislative Council Building
- 8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

Dear President,

LegCo Council meeting on 25 February 2009

At the Legislative Council (LegCo) meeting earlier today, a few
LegCo Members again disrupted the proceedings of LegCo by unseemly
interrupting the delivery of the Budget speech by the Financial Secretary.
The Members crossed the floor, pushed the lectern, attempted to grab the
speech and threw objects at the Financial Secretary. We deeply regret such
grossly disorderly behaviour in the Chamber.

-The Budget is an important annual policy proposal that concerns
our economy, society and people’s livelihood. When preparing the Budget,
we have fully consulted LegCo Members and heeded their views. Difficult
times like this call for concerted efforts of the community, including the
Administration and the legislature, to overcome the challenges. We hope to
engage LegCo on the basis of mutual respect and rational discussion. And
we believe the community would not condone any unruly behaviour inside
the Chamber that disrupts the proceedings of LegCo and violates our
commonly subscribed principle that protests in whatever form should be held

in a peaceful manner.



The repeated unruly behaviour, with some increasingly
intimidating acts, of these Members against public officers is worrying.
I feel obliged to register again, indeed for the third time within this session,
the Administration’s deep regret over such incidents. We are highly
concerned ‘about the severe negative impact of such behaviour on the

relationship between LegCo and the Administration.

Yours sincerely,

L W
s~

(Henry Tang )
Chief Secretary for Administration
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8 January 2009

The Hon Jasper Tsang Yok-sing, GBS, JP
President

Legislative Council

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

Dear dent, Yo\~ g: ,

Legislative Council meeting on 7 January 2009

At the Legislative Council (LegCo) meeting yesterday, a few
Members used exceedingly offensive and insulting language during the
motion debate on “Public Consultation on 2012 Constitutional
Development”. Besides, a Member crossing the floor to approach the
designated public officer geated at the Government Despatch Box was -
intimidating. Other than unnecessarily causing disruption to the LegCo
proceedings, the behaviour is grossly unfair to the designated public officer
attending the debate. ~ Nor is it conducive to rational debates which the
community would expect to see in the LegCo Chamber. '

Mutual respect is a core value which the Hong Kong
community treasures. Indeed, it is a core value of any civil society. Itis
also a protocol that has featured in the LegCo Rules of Procedures. Rulos
10(2), 41(4) and 41(5) are particularly relevant as they protect LegCo
Members and all participating public officials alike from exposure to
offensive and insulting language, etc. when participating in LegCo
proceedings.

p. 2. ...



Given the risk of Members rcpeatedly departing from the
principle of mutual respect during meetings of the Council. I do feel obliged
to underscore the Administration’s concern and to seek your able assistance
to ensure that the principle of mutual respect can be preserved and observed.

Yours sincerely,

p

4

M‘_(o.__k

~

( Henry Tang )
Chief Secretary for Administration
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15 October 2008

The Hon Jasper Tsang Yok-sing, GBS, JP
President :

Legislative Council

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

Deérw, \/o\c—-<:'~:~r\3 ,

Legislative Council meeting on 15 October 2008

I write to express our concern on,h the behaviour of certain
Members at the Legislative Council (LegCo) meeting today when the Chief-
Executive delivered his Policy Address.

To pay full respect to the constitutional status of the legislature
and to enable meetings to proceed smoothly, we believe that Members and
public officers attending LegCo meetings alike are expected to conduct
themselves in accordance with the principle of mutual respect. Indeed,
specific rules regarding content of speeches and behaviour during meetings
have been stated in the LegCo Rules of Procedure for this purpose. I
regret that some Members chose to disregard such a long-standing
convention today, not only by making unseemly interruptions, but also by
throwing objects inside the Chamber.



We remain committed to maintaining an open dialogue with the
‘legislature and we will continue our effort in this regard. However, this
cannot be achieved solely by the effort of the Administration. In the spirit
of cooperation, we hope that all parties will abide by the principle of mutual
respect in the conduct of business in the Council.

Yours sincerely,

~

( Henry Tang )
Chief Secretary for Administration



