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Important Notes

Time limits for registration of interests 


Every Member is required to not later than the first meeting of each term  furnish to the Clerk to the Legislative Council ("LegCo") in the Registration Form on Members' Interests ("the Registration Form") particulars of his registrable interests (Rule 83(1) of the Rules of Procedure ("RoP")).

2.
Every Member is required to furnish to the Clerk to LegCo within 14 days of any change to his registrable interests (Rule 83(3) of RoP). 

Register of Members' interests

3.
Particulars of registrable interests are entered in a Register of Members' Interests ("the Register") for public inspection (Rule 83(4) of RoP). 

4.
The main purpose of the Register is to provide information of any pecuniary interest or other material benefit which a Member receives which might reasonably be thought by others to influence his actions, speeches or votes in the Council, or actions taken in his capacity as a Member of the Council.  Members are required to have this general purpose in mind when determining what interests should properly be disclosed.

5.
It is for individual Members to provide the required information and be responsible for what is recorded about himself in the Register, as each is answerable to his fellow Members and the public.

6.
The registration of interests is additional to, and in no way a replacement of, the requirement on Members to disclose pecuniary interests under Rule 83A of RoP which is reproduced hereunder: 

"In the Council or in any committee or subcommittee, a Member shall not move any motion or amendment relating to a matter in which he has a pecuniary interest, whether direct or indirect, or speak on any such matter, except where he discloses the nature of that interest."

7.
As far as the RoP are concerned, it is not a breach to receive material benefits, provided that the material benefits are registered in accordance with Rule 83 of the RoP.  Whether or not the acceptance of a particular material benefit is in contravention of the provisions of the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance (Cap. 201) or other Ordinances is a matter for the Member to decide for himself having regard to his own knowledge of the circumstances.

8.
For details of the registrable interests which are required to be registered under Rule 83 of the RoP, please refer to the explanatory notes in each  category of registrable interests in the Registration Form.  Further guidance can be found in the Guidelines on Registration of Interests which is available from the LegCo Secretariat and the LegCo website.

9.
If there is not enough space for completing any section of the Registration Form, additional sheets may be attached to it.  Each sheet should carry the Member's signature.
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