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A PROCLAMATION,
(rs.] G. WiLtian Des Vaeux ‘

By His Excellency Sir G. Wirtiam Dus Vasux, Knight Coinmander of the Most Distingnished
Order of St. Michael and St. George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Hongkong

and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same.

Whereas by Avticle XX of the Letters Patent heretnafter following entitled * Letters Patent passed
under the Creat Soal of the Unithd Kingdom, constituting the Office of Governor and Connnander-in- *
Chief of the Colony of ITongkong nnid its Dependencies,” it is directed and enjoined that the said Letters
l;uteint shall be read and published at such place or pluces within the Colony as the Governor shall |
think fit: ' “

Now, therefore, I, Sir G. Wirniax Dss Vaux, Governor of the Colony of Hongkong and its
Dependencies, and Viee-Admiral of the same, in pursuance of the said article, and by virtue of the
authority in me vested. do heveby under my hond proclaim that the said Letters Patent be published
in the Honghony Government (Fusette, and the same ave hereby proclaimed and published for general
information. :

By Commund,

Freneriox Srewant,
Colonial Secretary. Coe

[

Gop Save Tre Queew.
Given ut Governient House, Hongkong, this 5th day of May, 1888.

HONGKONG.

LETTERS PATENYT passed under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, constituting .
the Office of Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of ?{ongkong and its
Dependencies ' '

Duted Vg Juwvary Vietoriu, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
1988 Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India: To all to whom these Presents -
shall come, Greeting. :

Breamble. WHEREAS, by Our Charter under the Grent Seal of OQur United Kingdem of

Reeites Charter of  Grreat Britain and Ireland, bearving date at Westminster the Fifth day of April 1843,

Bt apal 1848, Yo did ercer Our Tsland of Hongkong and its Dependencices into a separate Colony, to
be known and desiynated as the Colony of Hongkong, and-did make provision for the
Government of Our suid Colony: o

Recites Order in And whereas by Our Order in Our Privy Council, bearing date the Fourth day of

Gounell o dth © February 1841, in the Twenty-fourth year of Our reign, it was ordered that the Kow-
) loon Distriet thercin described should be part and parcel of Our said Colony :

Recites Totiors And whaoreas We did, by certain Letters Patent under Our said Great Seal, bearing

Pateut of ath Avil o)y pe ug -Westminster the Ninth day of April 1877, constitute, order, and declare that
' there should be a Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Colony of Hong-
Kong and it Dependencies: . . ’
And whereas We are minded to make further provision for the government of Qur
said Colony :

Revokes Gharter and Now Ve do by these presents vevoke Our said Charter and Our said Letters
Lutters Iient Patent, but without prejudice to anything lawfully done thereunder.

recited. T , . t=d - ~ . e

Office of Goverior 11, We do deelave that there shall be a Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and
constitnted. over Qur Colony of Hongkong and its Dependencies (herein-after called the Colony),

and that appointinents to the said Office shall be made by Commission under Our Sign
Manual and Signet.
Gusernur's puwers ITL- We do liereby anthorize, cmpower, and command Our said Governor and
and audoritics, Connnandor-dn-Clidel (herein-after caliedl the Governor) to do and exccute all things
that belong o his said Office, according to the tenor of these Our. Letters Patent and of .
such Commission as mnay be issued to him pnder Our Sign Manual and Signet, and
according to such Instructions as may from time to time be given to him under Our
Sizn Manual and Signet, or by Our Order in Our Privy Council, orby Us through one
of Our Priueipal Sceretaries of State, and to such laws as are now or shall hereafter be
+in foree in the Colony. :

Insiructici,
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1V, And We do by these Our Letters Patens declare Our will and pleasure as
follows :—

V. Lvery person appointed to fill the oftice of .Grovernor of the Colony shall with
ull due solemnity, before entering upon any of the duties of his office, cause the Com-
mission appointing him to be Governor to be read and published in the presence of the
Chief Justice or other Judge of the Supreme Court, and of such Members of the
Executive Council of the Colony as can conveniently attend ; which being done he
shall then and there take before them the Oath of Allegiance an the form provided by
an-Act pussed in the Session holden in the thirty-fivst and thirty-second years of Our
reign, intituled * An Aect to amend the Law relating to DPromissory QOaths;” and

likewise the usnal Oath for the due execution of the office of Governor, and for the
" due and impartial administration of justice; which Oaths the said Chief Justice or
Judge, or if they be unavoidably absent, the Senior Member of the Executive Council
then present, is hereby required to administer,

VI. The Governor shall keep and use the Public Seal of the Colony for sealing all
things whatsoever that shall passthe suid Public Seal.

V1L The Executive Council of the Colony shall consist of such persons as We
shall*direct by any Instructions under Our Sign Manual and Signet, and all such
persons shall hold their places in the said Council during Qur pleasure.

VIII. The Legislative Conncil of the Colony shall consist of such persons as We
shall direet by any Instructions under Our Sign Manual and Signet, and all such
persons shall hold their places in the said Council during Our pleasure.

IX. The Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council,
muy moke Laws for the peace, order, and good government of the Colony.

X."We do heveby reserve to Ourselves, Qur heirs and successors, full power and
authority to disallow, through One of Our Principal Secretaries of State, any such Law
as aforesnid. Every such disallowance shall take effect from the time when the same
shall be promulgated by the Governor in the Colony.

XI. We do also reserve to Qurselves, Our heirs and successors, Our and their
undoubted right, with the advice of Our or their Privy Conneil, to make oll such Laws
as may appear necessary for the peace, order, and good government of the Colony.

XIL. The Governor, in Qur name and on Qur bebalf, may make and execute,
under the Public Seal of the Colony, grants and dispositions of any lands which may
be lawfully granted or disposed of by Us,  Provided that every such grant or disposi-
tion be made in conformity either” wirh some law in force in the Colony or with some
Instructions addvessed to the Governor under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or through
.one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, or with some regulations m force in the
Colony.

XITL The Governor may constitute and appoing all such Judges, Commissioners,
Justices of the Peuce, and other necessury Officers and Ministers in the Colony, as may
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lawfully be constituted or appointed by Us, ull of whom, unless otherwise provided by-

law, shall hold ibeir offices during Our pleasurc.

XIV. When any cvime has been committed within the Colony, or for which the
offender may be tried therein, the Governor may, as he shall sec oceasion, in Qur name
and on Qur behalf, arant & pardon to any accomplice in such crime who shall give such
information as shall lead to the conviction of the principal offender, or of any one of
such offenders, if inore than ome; and further, may grant to any offender convicted
in any Court, ov before any Judge, or other Magistrate within the Colony, o Pardon
either free or subject to lawful conditions, or any remission of the sentence passed on
any such offender, or any respite of the exccution of such sentence for such period as
the Governor thinks fit, aud may remit the payment of any fines, penalties, or forfeitures
due or acerned to Us.  Provided always that the Governor shall in no case, except
when the offeuce has been of a political nature unaccompanied by any other grave crime,
make it a condition of any pardon or remission of sentence that the offender shall be
banished from or shall absent.himself or be removed from the Colony.

XY¥. The Governor may, upon sufficient cause to him appearing, suspend from the
exercise of his Office any person holding any Office within the Colony, whether
appointed by any Commission or W:;rmnt' from Us or in Our name, or by any other
mode of appointment. Lvery such suspension shall continue and have effect only until
Our plessure therein shall be signified to the Governor. 1n proceeding to any such
suspension the Governor is strictly to ohserve the directions in that behalf given to him
by any Instructions as afovesaid.
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X VL. Whenever the Office, of Governor is vacant, or if the Governor become

incapable, or be absent from the Colony, Our Liéutenant Governor of the Golony, or if

there shall be no such Officer therein, then such person or persons ax We have appointed
or may hereafter appoint under Our Sign Manual and Signet, and in defuult of any
sueh appointment; the person Inwfully discharging the functions of Colonial Secretary,
shall, during Qur pleasure, administer the government of the Colony, first taking the
Qaths herein-before directed to be taken by the Governor and in the manner hevein
prescribed ; which being done, We do hereby anthorize, empovwer, and command Qur
Lieutenant Governor, or any other such Administrator as aforesaid, to do and excettte,

during Onr pleasure, all things that belong to the office of Governor and Commander -

in-Chief, according to the tenor of these Our Lettors Patent, and according to Our

Instructions as aforesaid, and the Laws of the Colony. ‘ C
XVII. And We do hereby require and command all Our Officers and Ministers,

Civil and Military, and all other the inhabitants of the Colony, to be obedient, aiding

and assisting unto the Governor and to any person for the time being administering -

the gnvernment of the Colony,

XVIHI. In these Our Letters Patent the term * the Governor” shall inelude every
person for the time being administering the government of the Colony. .

XIX. And We do hereby reserve to Qurselves, Our beirs and successors, full
power and authority, from time to time, to revoke, alter, or amend these Uur Letters
Putent as to Us or them shall scem mcet,

XX. And We do further direct and enjoin that these Our Letters Patent shall be
read and proclaimed at such place or places within the Colony as the Governor shall
think fit, a

In witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters to be mude Patent. Witness

Ourself at Westminster, the nineteenth day of January, in the I ifty-first year of Qur
Reign.
By Warrant under the Queen's Sign Manual,

MUIR, MACKENZIE,

Liveses Parsst constituting the Office of

Governor and Convnander-in-Chiel 6f thi {olouy of

flis Excellency the Governor has given his assent, in the name and on behalf of the Queen, to 4

Hoxarova.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATLION.—XNo. 181

the following Ordinances passed by the Legislative Council :—

Ordinunce No. 13 of 1888.—.ln Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Hongkougy, with the

advice and consent of the Legistative Council thereof, entitled
The Rating Ordinance, 1888,

Ordinanee No. 16 of L888.—~An Ordinunce enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the

Coloniul

aclvice and consent of the Legislutive Council z/zc;'eqf, Jor the
. s ‘ S . e FIR 7
resereation of a. Furopean. District in the City of Vicloru.

By Gummand,

FREDERICK STEWART,
Colonial Secretary.

Seeretary’s Office, Honghkong, dth Muy, 1888,

»




