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Request for special leave of the Council 
to give evidence of Council proceedings 

 
 The Acting Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions of the 
Department of Justice (“DoJ”) has submitted a request vide his letters of 
20 August 2015 and 6 July 2015 (Appendices I and II) for special leave of 
the Council under section 7 of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) 
Ordinance (Cap. 382) (Appendix III) and Rule 90 of the Rules of Procedure  
(“RoP”) for a Member and 11 officers of the Council (“witnesses”) to give 
evidence in a court case.   
 
2. The request was first made on 6 July 2015 before a decision is 
made by DoJ on whether to prosecute.  This is different from all previous 
cases dealt with by the Council where the requests for special leave were 
made only after criminal proceedings had been instituted.  The Clerk has 
therefore sought further information from DoJ pursuant to the direction of the 
President under Rule 90(1) of RoP.    
 
3. Given that DoJ has advised in its letter of 20 August 2015 that 
criminal proceedings have now been instituted and that the evidence of the 
witnesses may involve events which happened during the proceedings of the 
Council, the special leave of the Council is required under section 7 of 
Cap. 382 and Rule 90 of RoP before such evidence can be given in court.  
As the Council is in recess, the President has given the special leave under 
section 7(2) of Cap. 382 and Rule 90(4) of RoP. 
 
 
 

(Ms Dora WAI) 
for Clerk to the Legislative Council 
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