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PURPOSE OF THE CHAIRMAN HANDBOOK

This Handbook provides quick reference to the relevant rules and
practices as well as general guidelines to assist Chairmen of subcommittees
on subsidiary legislation/other instruments in understanding their
responsibilities, powers and authority; and making preparations for a
meeting, chairing a meeting and undertaking the follow-up work of a
meeting. The practices set out in this Handbook are for reference only.

For the purpose of this Handbook, a subcommittee on subsidiary
legislation/other instruments refers to a subcommittee appointed by the
House Committee to scrutinize —

a. any subsidiary legislation, whether or not such subsidiary
legislation is subject to the provisions of sections 34 and 35 of
the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1);

b. any other instrument made under any Ordinance; or

c. any draft of subsidiary legislation or instrument referred to in
(@) or (b) above.

For easy reference, the relevant rules in the Rules of Procedure
(“RoP”) and House Rules (“HR”) are cited where appropriate.
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Key rules/guidelines for voting at committee meetings

(including meetings of the House Committee, Panels,
Bills Committees and their subcommittees)
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Expressions which have been ruled at meetings of the CounC|I,
House Committee and Finance Committee to be offensive
and insulting language about Members or public officers

attending the relevant meeting or unparliamentary in the context in
which the expressions were used
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