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2000 & 10 B 26 H £ H#30Y
Thursday, 26 October 2000

TH 28530 D EERA
The Council met at half-past Two o'clock
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MEMBERS" MOTION

S EIE
MOTION OF THANKS

WERMN 2000 F 108 25 HEIZEHNEBEEXHR
Continuation of debate on motion which was moved on 25 October 2000
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, Hong Kong is still suffering from
the aftermath of the last Asian financial turmoil. Yes, the economy is slowly
recovering, but many of us are still facing economic difficulties. Hong Kong is
labouring under high unemployment rate, growing level of poverty, and many of
our people are affected by reduction in salaries and job insecurity. These are
without doubt difficult times, but also opportune and challenging for us to
rekindle our Hong Kong spirit of survival, to search for excellence so as to turn
Hong Kong into a top-flight world class city.

To meet this challenge, we must first have a stable political environment.
For this, we are now having and, as guaranteed by the Basic Law, we have an
efficient Civil Service under good leadership. Second, we must prepare to
undergo a series of innovative reforms so as to reinvent Hong Kong into a "new
economy" of high technology by:

— enhancing our education system,;

— upgrading our labour force through education, training ad retraining
to meet the needs of the new economy;

— Improving our business culture and environment for market
excellence and competitiveness; and

— implementing benevolent social policies to foster a harmonious and
caring society.
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Mr TUNG's policy speech has addressed the above issues with courage,
sincerity and a clear sense of direction. The measures offered clearly reflect a
more open and pragmatic approach by the Administration in problem solving.
This, I congratulate him.

I would like to share with you some of my observations on Mr TUNG's
proposed reforms.

In education, the policy address proposes reform packages for all grades,
from kindergarten right up to university. Since our reunification, spending on
education has increased by 43 %, amounting to 4.25% of our Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). The targets for the proposed reforms in our education system
are indeed commendable.

But I must point out that it is the general concern of our community that
the quality of our students has been falling. Their language proficiency, critical
and analytical skills, ability to work independently and their responsiveness to
changes leave much to be desired.

The policy address also lays down the blueprint for our tertiary education
for the next 10 years. The target is to double the places for higher education in
that period, placing us on a par with the proportion of secondary school
graduates pursuing tertiary education in developed countries. The question that
I would like to ask is: In the years to come, out of every 100 secondary students,
approximately 60 would eventually be tertiary educated, are we simply inflating
their academic title rather than giving them quality education? I am sure that
this must not be the intention. However, the policy address has not said much
regarding the quality aspect of the new education, instead great emphasis has
been placed on the education reform in nurturing talents and workers to serve in
the new economy.

The aim of education, I must say, is to produce educated men and women
and not just technocrats and workers for the business and industrial sectors.
Our graduates should be the custodians of our society's values and traditions,
protectors of our rights and freedom, and champions of our industries and
leaders of our tomorrow. A good education is a liberal education with technical
knowledge — this had been true in ancient China as an educated man must be
able to master the six arts (S & : & -~ % - & -~ f# - & - #). That concept was
true then and is still true today, but in a different context.
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Teachers also play an essential role in any successful education policy.
We should be extremely careful in maintaining an appropriate environment for
teachers to excel themselves in the art of teaching through their commitment,
dedication and pride in their job rather than subjecting them to unnecessary
assessments and tests. This is very important.

The Administration should take heed. Education reforms are unlike other
socio-economic reforms. There is no room for mistakes. No trial and error,
and when the button of reform is pushed, there is no turning back. The effects
will be far-reaching. Quality in education is a must and must not be sacrificed
for the sake of quantity. If we can have both, that is the best. I have great
confidence in our Secretary for Education and Manpower in bringing about an
enhanced education system which will be the driving force for our continuous
and future success.

In regard to social reform in eradicating poverty, 1 support the
Government's short and long-term initiatives. The best medicine for poverty is
education and the generation of wealth and the sharing of it through employment.
The best assets of Hong Kong are its people. The Government should,
therefore, strive to nurture an environment where the opportunity to work should
be made available for people who want to work. The creation of 15 000 jobs by
the Administration is a step in the right direction and I do hope that the private
sector would follow suit — the jobs must be created today and not six months or
a year later. The present reform package would have been better had it been
added with a heavier dosage of compassion. There is a large number of men
and women who could not benefit from Mr TUNG's kind gesture of 15 000 job
offers and other offers. These are men and women of yester-years who have, in
their prime, contributed to the present prosperity of Hong Kong. Now they are
aged and many do not have the ability to work, spending their remaining years in
the slums of Hong Kong. In fact, they were left by the roadside along the
highway of prosperity and progress. However, they do not need our sympathy,
nor do they need our charity. What they need is our respect and we should give
them the pride that they deserve. They need decent housing and proper medical
care. Mr TUNG in his policy address has promised to reach out to them and to
restore them in their rightful place in society. Benevolent welfare policy is the
fundamental policy of any responsible government which essentially entails the
caring for those who need help among the aged, young, disadvantaged and
handicapped.
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In regards to our economy, the policy address was optimistic about Hong
Kong's economic development. The proposed reforms for the industries and
the small and medium enterprises (SMEs) are greatly welcomed to spearhead
major breakthrough in business and continuous economic growth.

As an economy, we have benefited enormously from the last two decades
of economic growth in the Mainland. Our future growth is even more
dependent and tied to China's trade and industrial development, especially after
its accession to the World Trade Organization. There will be new opportunities
for Hong Kong, but at the same time, there will be challenges. We must be
ever vigilant in the face of global competition. Whilst emphasizing on the
bright prospects ahead, a responsible government should formulate practical
strategies to face such challenges.

Recently, there have been concerns over Hong Kong's business
competitiveness. I personally believe that such concerns are unfounded, for as
long as we can preserve the rule of law, the fabric of our free market economy
with minimum government intervention in business, and maintaining a level-
playing field, complemented by a flexible labour force and an efficient
Government as we now have, our edge in competitiveness is assured.

Mr TUNG has reiterated the importance of stable property prices to the
economic well-being of Hong Kong. The renouncement of the annual
production target of 85 000 units had brought back the much needed stability in
the property market. In this regard, the property development industry and the
tens of thousands of home owners who have been suffering from negative asset
value have much to thank for. I can assure the Chamber that all property
developers as well as the general public do not like to see substantial fluctuation
of price movements in the market. We prefer a stable and healthy market.

The present property market is stabilizing but is still highly sensitive. I
am pleased to note the timely clarification by the Secretary for Housing in this
Chamber that the 730 000 housing units from 2000 to 2008 was not a target
formula of production of housing units over the next eight years, but rather an
assurance by the Administration to supply adequate land to cater for the
estimated need for public and private housing. He also confirmed that such
supply would be subjected to market forces and requirements. To further
ensure the stabilization of the property market, it is the industry's wish that the
anti-speculative measures introduced in 1996 and 1997 should be withdrawn.
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Madam President, I would like to say something about the construction
industry which has made significant contributions to the prosperity of Hong
Kong and currently employs more than 300 000 people. This is one of the
major industries in Hong Kong and contributes approximately 5% to 6% of our
GDP. The overall quality standard of the industry is ranked among the best in
the region. The recent few cases of piling scandal were exceptions rather than
the rule. The causes of these problems are many, and the industry has
proactively instituted reform measures to monitor and improve the quality and
standard in our construction works, such as the introduction of green card
scheme and the registration of construction workers. The recent signing of the
commitment paper to industry reform led by the Hong Kong Construction
Association clearly demonstrates its determination to better itself. The industry
also wishes the Government to assist in creating a better and more equitable
environment in the award of tenders for public works. The practice of
awarding contracts to the lowest bidders in all cases should be abandoned.
Tender prices should be reasonable to guarantee quality of works. With these
reform measures firmly in place, the industry is confident that it could continue
to serve Hong Kong in the years to come.

Madam President, with these remarks, I support the original motion.
Thank you.
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NEXT MEETING

FHECKRHEEEMNKRE - AFE2000F 11 A 1HEH=TF 2 309

g

LR E THE S IKE -
Adjourned accordingly at nine minutes past Seven o*clock.



