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The Government Minute in response to the Twelfth Annual Report of the
Ombudsman issued in June 2000
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rEENEFHNMHAEEEBEBANER
Proposals to Relieve Congestion at Immigration Counters at Lo Wu Control
Point

14 MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, in order to relieve the heavy
congestion at immigration counters at Lo Wu Control Point, especially at
weekends and during holidays, will the Government inform this Council whether
it knows if the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation (KCRC) has conducted
feasibility studies respectively on:

(@) the provision of through train service between Hung Hom and
Shenzhen, with immigration clearance for the Hong Kong side
conducted at Hung Hom; and

(b) the addition of a stop in Shenzhen for the through train service
between Hung Hom and Guangzhou;

If so, of the results of the studies; if not, the reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT: Madam President, the KCRC operates a
non-stop through train service between Hung Hom and Lo Wu — the Lo Wu
Express, as a chartered service during long holidays and festive periods. At the
Hung Hom Station, passengers first complete their immigration clearance for
Hong Kong side before they get on the Lo Wu Express. Upon arrival at the Lo
Wu Station, passengers proceed directly to the Joint Inspection Building at
Shenzhen for immigration and customs clearance.

Five Lo Wu Express trains chartered by local travel agencies were
operated during the 2000 Chinese New Year Holidays and Ching Ming/Easter
Holidays. Each Lo Wu Express train carried 600 to 1 100 passengers.

The Lo Wu Express trains require prior booking and the service frequency
is limited. The service cannot be operated on a more regular basis due to
operational constraints and its effects on East Rail train schedules. The KCRC
can only allocate limited number of slots everyday for the Lo Wu Express to
depart from the Hung Hom Station. Other schedules are fully taken up by the
Hong Kong - Guangzhou and Hong Kong - Beijing through train services.
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Besides the limited number of departures, the Lo Wu Express is less popular
largely because passengers must make their way to the Hung Hom station and
that it is less frequent compared with the normal East Rail service which departs
on average every about five minutes for Lo Wu.

At present, the Joint Inspection Building at Shenzhen is not connected to
the train station at Shenzhen, the proposal of an additional stop in Shenzhen for
the Hong Kong - Guangzhou through trains is not practicable at this stage
because of the lack of customs and immigration facilities at the Shenzhen
Railway Station.

EBERRXEBLTEREBAF
Installation of Telecommunication Facilities on Rooftops of Schools
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Rtz FREMLESEIEZEE
Mainland Women Entering Hong Kong to Engage in Prostitution
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Safeguarding Privacy of Internet Surfers
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EE

BILLS

EEEE
First Reading of Bills

EHE ExEEHE -

2000 FEBEBERIEBRNEFAERE)
ADAPTATION OF LAWS BILL 2000

2000 AR &E (BFT) RHIESE)
DUTIABLE COMMODITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000

ME : (2000 F ik EE BRI EZ)
(2000 FpERRf L (BRT) BRBIEZR) -

IO KA B R IE (EFEHA) 8 53 18 (3) LI E » = ap L HF
ot 2

Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

EEE
Second Reading of Bills

Y A it

2000 FEREBERBIEBEFAER)
ADAPTATION OF LAWS BILL 2000

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, I move
that the Adaptation of Laws Bill 2000 be read the Second time.

The Bill seeks to bring terminological amendments to the Private Bills
Ordinance, the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance and the
Legislative Council Commission Ordinance.
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The Hong Kong Reunification Ordinance has provided, inter alia, for the
inclusion of Schedule 8 in the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance.
Schedule 8 sets out the principles for interpreting laws which continue to remain
as the laws of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) and brings
the laws of the SAR into conformity with the Basic Law and with Hong Kong's
status as a SAR of the People's Republic of China. Nevertheless, we consider it
unacceptable to retain terminologies which are inconsistent with the Basic Law in
our statute books after the reunification. We, therefore, need to enact the Bill
to bring about the necessary terminological amendments.

The Bill, when passed into law, shall take effect retrospectively, as from
the date of the establishment of the SAR. This does not contravene Article 12
of the Bill of Rights Ordinance.

Madam President, this Bill is necessary not only for bringing the above
three Ordinances into conformity with the Basic Law and with Hong Kong's
status as a SAR, but also obviating the need for making cross-references to the
Hong Kong Reunification Ordinance and the Interpretation and General Clauses
Ordinance. The Adaptation of Laws (No. 27) Bill 1999, with the proposed
amendments to the three Ordinances concerned, was introduced into the
Legislative Council in 1999. However, the Bill lapsed at the end of the last
Legislative Council Session as the Bills Committee did not have sufficient time to
scrutinize the Bill. As such, we need to reintroduce the Bill so as to bring about
the necessary amendments. I, therefore, commend it to this Council for early
passage into law.

ERE: RBEERSLREONFREES (2000 FEEEELCEURAIEZRE)
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2000 FRARMB&E (BFT) RHIEZE)
DUTIABLE COMMODITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000
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€2000 FEDTER (12FT) EABIERE)
STAMP DUTY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000

RERHEN 2000F 108 IS HEBENEMNEE _BEE
Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 18 October
2000
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€2000 FEDTER (12FT) EABIER)
STAMP DUTY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000
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Third Reading of Bill
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ENHANCING THE WELFARE FOR THE ELDERLY

BRBREEE  EELL REPEEEENEEANHEE -

R L WRAELS KEHE "AEFEZ AW NEERm G LR
% AR EDNBERESRIER - EHES KAl fe L& TR B R mAE - 5
HIFMIEE S UREHRWEREHBIERR - B 7 EIFIEIN > [FEIR
B SAUFEBRHEBILER - ERWREZEERERE - FEZABAL - IR
GRS EME > EREL A -

T2t ROl R A g A R o LR o SRR R B — R EIN AR
WFEEE > HAIRTEHBEELGRERZRD ( "#E ) EBOUESE K
AR EHEINERNRESEEN (B8 "EREe” ) &8 K8 > ERFHEAE
ARENRENAFEFRREE - B HEFRPAOFTBERGETiEE AL &
BUE ~ Efe AR P B2 B E A SR ZUAL RE o 32 MR R AR R 5 0y )
60 E 69 MR EAS EHMERE  BHWERESHR 6250 1 70 kLl
ERRBFAEBERGREE  FANERES®EE 705 T - HETHA 4 BF
ZANHEERES Hp 13582 65 £ 69 MW AL 31 B2 70 gkak L iy A
T R 4 ERENERSNZEAT > KHE 14 B EANBRE HMIRA
KPR - RN CEOET AV LHE-EZE2BE A MMNEEEEES
37,000 LWz fZ B E PR > SN BER VIS AT By "fEM A" > WA & HE
tr ik ARG - HEEFE AR eE - AL KT -

Hera HANEEHEERMEERSETEEZEZE ANRKE 3000 A -
HENHEE AR E 27 AREEAED Wit - BRE-EBERE
R EIEEREHEEBRENWEERERN - RERBREINEREEH > H
FOEFEER 70 BRECL By AN H E E o BI04 R e 1Y e B U2 ik F I e A
BERENNE  MHEANEAEHNESRAE - FH > #TEREERTR
BEEHEEEEE  BRENER  MFaHENZAGE-HRFE{LC > o0&
EEE RS RAEXREBHEHRE B2 E2REFEERBNER SN
S EREMEERZD > 2 200 TEE 300 THEME - RFA AT -
H AR5 BECRE B - (A BRp - B W R 2 SR iS5 3R R [ 4 5= 5 A~ RE Bk 7 5
180 REYA AIMEELEREHIRG > IFEREZZ AR ZE - ERBEHANLN
RUE > BAMERBUT AT 180 RAVEEBIR GBI E E 360 X - RiEimE - M
wo iy U e A& HUTH [ 90 = 38 SR AR R e O Bl v SOT PR ) > DL st i 3 2% = 34 5%
R E & -



TEg — 2000F 11 B 8 H
62 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 8 November 2000

REBRZZ2EBRNMZFBREG) - ELATFoHEREEREBTE R
BEANWELEW - A MRS EREE -HEERERINEZRZ A
TEHENEEEZHRNZEZANGRAERBEREE  WAEEERE EITE
B ARpHKEGESHREE MAEREZANHEN  FTERER K> W&
R~ B R A R RO RN o R T REAE SRR TR H K T B BE B %
EN REFEDEHNEAGREERSFOFEERE DM HREIIEHE > EE
N HEE DY 37,000 JC&E & RS > 7 M < 30 878 #2 <2 12 B 1938 &% & I
EANBLUZE -

e SR B HF 2N R A 9R B A A TR R R KB o (E ) B B R T B AR LB 2
e NWELEE  NMEFEREAGESHEEHE - ERER 37,000 JTH
HEMRBIMEE 4 HE S EX > RESNHEH > RMOUESRFEBEE > &E
B A 3 3 O RS AR I GE HHGE SRR e

EWLL RECEEREEER GG RERBETEE K 3 420K 0 5
g ANHAE - REBFVBREMEERSE 4 H 12 DGt B RERLEE
HERRER  ERNAVEREAHRT RGNV EEMNER KA R/AZ
o] 40 5 & A <H bR AT E 0 bR T BRI EIHE R E AN ME R G LIS
Sh 0 EBIEME AT EI 0 H G E R o A B RS AN L E EE A H R IR 3 K
DEMHERRE | FLILE  DEESREZE - BIELFE > BT EER
WM IS > G A ERE W EENES - 1A - EEHIRTT R B
BHEXN TS RREERETFEOME > IR ALENTEE  EHN
AR ERFHBE  EREEECNERT > IHEIEHEREREFEN
BRREGE -

ERE A BEE R R A R R S e RGN RN 9 R Y O AR
EH U HEEEN AR E ARG BE - 2 A nE iy 2% 8 B2 8 #0224 A i
G ZEMAE > BHedE o HRYEMBRHRBRENZ AME - R R AR
BEERGE RGHANE  IREECAFSEERE  EHREHE > RHE
BEME > WHEAHEEZ A NRGSHEROFTE - BRER  BUFELZEEE
REZFEMFE T OET —HBEMPT T  FEREBRAREHEN > DEAEK
ARGk EHREBEEREEAEGEENE GRS - REBEWEH
mal c HRMXZBRATVEHNERNIBEEEREGFSRET O REEH
Fol >~ HEGEE PO R EFEBERESOAIRE - (€M R 22 N M B - 0t
BN CRES TERE  RERBEGNVEEZHRELIREE RN
= MIEHNREBESZ - flan > I ZFERRE GG RS HOoMEE H HEHE L
gtk "REMESL” HEAREFREHEEOMER ZERE-E& -
REEHIR - AE - BREINEFORSENES -



TEg — 2000F 11 B 8 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 8 November 2000 63

FRzt FEHETIFNWAOBLELMEERERNHE R EHBRE  HEER
EZNERCTE A - BHEF 65 g% kLB A C(ERE AT 10% - FEAE T
2016 4F > SEHLE I EFFE 13% F] 2036 4 0 FH e S E 20% - A R BEE RN
B o HBEIKRAANLES > H60%EREE  HETABEE 120 1A% A D
Wi hEE HbHTEREE WTREZAFEREZE NRFAEERNEZMN -
HAS O “EHITERLT cFWEA O ERBLCEMNREA - TEHEERFEK
BHERKE—ECERENL Y  WNMER XSZBARMANERZEE S Z

==
JR% °

24 i A0 T 40 B 2 B O - 4 4 A VR T AR 478 8. SUMBR B
(B 7 17 AR 00 2 E A B AR T - T A K OB B O E
ﬁﬁk(ﬂﬁ@fﬂ&%ﬂ@ﬁ%ﬂ% ’ EEFEi@%@ﬁ , E&%%)\E/\jﬁgﬂ , %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ/\j%)\
WAL A R E R LRI RN Y R EE AR A
FiB - EE S B RNE  RAELEMARARLHEERE  —
P TEIN LT

RFAXLGEENBEEEME THETREZNAET > BEREETRAEIL
SrJiE > Wik o W2 AR -

REEHEEBLERT > RHUKRIZZEARTEH > REREIRFN W
H A AE B TR 7R AR RR - MR 12 B R IR S e AR A A R > RO
R 65 E 69 kR BFHNERSARREENWHE > HMERBE 2 LIEZ K
[EIF R -

HBREREROKEERELTW 60 MOTEHFER - K G B R E
HEFH RN TEER > E20E 60 BREKRE ANNTFE > RERRE ZFF
1y e

WREIL B g - PR LS £ -
BREEEHENEENT

TERABEAOZBEREANEGEHERAOBRE  AF 25 BUF KU
TH i = 2 N Al 0 8 2B 1 i E R AR

(—) BEAGEHEFRERED ( “F&" ) HXHE—-KFEEES
FEH  WHEZARBEGFEENEERS » EBHEHZEZE AT
H

P any



TEg — 2000F 11 B 8 H
64 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 8 November 2000

(Z) MFHEESEREENRFHE - SERNSREESE DKL
TR (8] 4 & = 98 R A TG 1 e TR

(=) B KA EEE RS E R A R E Py 5 A DL Ry
B HEHEFEFER - &

(M) mEkTEREFGRBSLO  REELEH SO - HHEEHE GO
RERERBETOIRE - (€15 28 AR B R - il & IH
KXRES G ERE -7

EFE - HRBEEASMCEINVAFEEERZ GREEREHRVERZ  NE W
W 2 FTEK > T LUGEE e

EHE - RBEEER RIEAXTHEERGREREG DI IEHEREHRE L
ZE - MMYUEERCEHBHENERAN  AFHRAERRE K _HE LEET SO

=g =A
Yot om ©

HEERBRTHS  AREKX

1 ERIX-EERERERE R
A A #y R (T B IR = -

il

(]
i
H
fﬁlf{I
e

RREBE IF THREEEFEMVEDEERETERED "2F
P~ 2B 2AME" WERMHE MHERERKIHINESNT
oA TR BE®ZE 3 FHMBURARAEE S Ll 3 THEHE > 4 AT - Ml
SREAFROEHFEERR HAGE #E3F THRECMNHREEER
RE WA > A — 2 — Do 2 ArynmgE A > 2 NFEREEBE | 8RR
ETHHIRER K > WRAERE  HaENE RERWEEZRERED
ZANEAMEZRERL S > AR THE - Kt WieHBERZ2EZRM A ER
AR -W4  RESEEIGEEZEERIIFROUBLESRE  EEIFHEITF
W xS REEMAIEERIICT T REE MEEENHEIHA -

EFE RS RUBEEREZES R 3o — FWEILEANETE =
WEEFZ NFEEZ AN BILHRE G EOEAN - k= EAR SRR (&
i "ERET ) HFBHE -



TEg — 2000F 11 B 8 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 8 November 2000 65

EFE > BFRAEHE (6 "BAE" ) B9 LHRBE-HLIUKFWN
HYR IR CR R - 7RG RS AT BUS REIR  BTBUSAE 1993 FRHZFR
Rgatdl > WARTTHE > XBERFNAFTRANREREILEROERE L
a0 PR AEE R EREGRREHE > HAGR/ARE S AR GH
WHRRRIE - Wk & A LR HEEENESTEL ST RZ & B A LK
f& > AUTE & B A RS [T 92 258 HRURYME — B 007 > 28 Z F R k&
AtdEl - AIERIBURR® "HEBE” > ZEeiUuadiEoEs ( mEs” )
MEREEANE  EHES NEIENR -

FHE RS RITIEEMER  MEEERAESIBET IR  EEAY
KR mEsHEEAERERALER SRR ERE - EREEE
Y 50 A8 < 1 — A e R Ry EKRRERGI KT o FRHmALTHE  —
BERXZ - =+ ETRAERKREEE —EWA - mH a7eyE R AL HS R
FEMRE = FEBAL > AR EXHEELRAHRE = EBAA
THRERD  ERABRRLERWY S RIEMEERT S KU AERS
1T B fom B e

EF o IEETEF RN 0 EER KRB AR T L EME - FE
bR EMEHOZFERRETE > BERMEHVEZRE 42
s ek AN R Bk N8 H #BCHFER TE P (L8 = ey &% > DU IR H AT
WAETER S - S HETIACEE - 101 & 60 5k N L &2 HE - HigfE a1~
FEEFERMR  MERZBHE > BHEEFERERE LW - RIEKEZ KE
BN LEREBEIAIM R HERRER AL o A BB IRE 8 F Ik
AN L2 O [F B B OR (= - (H5s B s Al A m] DL - 20 2R ¥ H Al A 58 88 < 51 # /Y
AENE mERkEEGREH-EAARTERMCH (A1 ET) WEE -
HERFEWRMERZ 35 F > BRRSH G 2,600 T - BEFEREFHHF
FRERH TEP MBI =R > BEAD 40070 MEMRHA ARE 6,000 TH 2
B EHRZBFEL FHAB 1,560 0 EE2RNELENSHE EIEHE -

T BEFg ALERH o ZFEREREEEHMAEAANLE —HH
C rEEEFE HEAMBTREFAE E20EFER? XBFlE AL
G TEERERANLEENNSEMEE - A& "252E7 EA - T o
T HERHE > BARREERZN -HEEN > WEHFHREN —HEEE
FACE - IEAHBTAAERE - RAE 70 KL ERFREES & NIZBETN
WA T 3% B[R] < B > 5B R IR Ron M B R Rk & A HHE R —
e WMAPTERNEFRRENSHRERSK  MEBHBENAE -
ERBIUE  mESNTHREEA IS TEEEZERERKREMER
b2 Bl 2 EBUF N BEER R BENER T - HMEO RS LR KRE TG
TOHGZEZE A - EEREREHE L REARBEHECE TEHNANE -



TEg — 2000F 11 B 8 H
66 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 8 November 2000

THE > BAARXBTERESIEE 12 A 1 HERENNRE > FiRHE
FRAKBFHCZEAHER  THEEL > HE2 RIABEFEASHBEE
stEIE A B AMPEFE R > ZER R E A e 75 2 2 H AN 2 AT
Foe AT R K ILE G B[R S A KR E R B S LY R &
R B2 ) ARk o IEANPRBEAN G B 1E 1995 FHY —IHR X R am P
fEH TEH *&ﬁﬁ&%?@ % 07 R PR s AT A 0 B T M EA R 6 2 3 AU
FESLEDHETT B AR IR B 5T & - 7 I ZBRGR B K H MR HeE B F5 IR AT - #E i
FNFMEFRKREE -

C IR R IHE R ERE S W R FmE R R E AT 0 K {E B
AHE%AT%4$E%%%ﬁE fERR R R ATtk o WEH K5 BE il 70 Bk
NHEEHEGEE  MUBZEATEEHFEFREENREN - F8 R %hﬁ%
WA DL B F N REZF A > B2 > W HERE WA 485X
ZHEANNALIEHRERE > BAEEM LT EWES > —1RiEE - |
REBGZNFEEmMERL “FEZN - BEES ATDIHEGE - EMENEL
NREMRBEZ N - MHIEHE - ATRE S BUF NS H - A - fH s fs -

%Wﬁ?%%

T RRBREFNAEEHNE  BNESEENOHEEHE - BRI
et AR HARS > WEAGREWEER T HERBERESERR
AR RN ER  BLOBFH SR EREMEES AREFEEME - w2 Dk
FRAAEHE  EERMEZMARSSTEGERMVHFHEAEFEEEERESSG
M2 IR —FEaEmE o BRI RIEE -EEN > EHEERENRE > 2
g > Wit MEEAREE  BNEELEEINGESE RN SE &
R EREEERGIAFE®S - LB AEESHEEBOSEEINE L 00071:
IR REFEMRIRZ AT R > Wt BEERLESIAZAENE > FESA
Al SR 17 101 & 60 & DL LSRR A LRym@nt > SRR EESR -

HoRE L PR &F -

REXZTFHRZAGRERERLEREE -
THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, MRS SELINA CHOW, took the Chair.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam Deputy, the number of people over 60 in
Hong Kong is expected to double in the next 20 years, from about 1 million to 2
million. Like many other developed economies, we are becoming an "ageing
society". It is an unprecedented change in the demographics of our city. And
it poses challenges for us. On the one hand, we want everyone to enjoy the
comfortable retirement that they deserve. On the other hand, we cannot fall
into the trap of having a "high tax, high spending" government. We must,
therefore, resist the temptation to provide larger and larger universal or
unconditional benefits to the elderly. Such an approach is not sustainable.

In Western Europe, the unfunded liability for universal public pensions is
already at a higher level than official public debt. And it is growing every year.
In around three decades' time, state benefits paid to the elderly in Germany and
France will consume at least 15% of Gross Domestic Product, unless there is
urgent reform. In Italy, the average worker will have to pay salaries tax at a
rate of 48 % in order to pay for other people's pensions.
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We cannot make that mistake. Instead, we must encourage fully funded
retirement savings schemes, such as the Mandatory Provident Fund Schemes.
That way, we can be confident that the majority of the elderly in the years ahead
will be perfectly capable of providing for themselves.

Then, we must target public assistance at those members of the elderly
population who most need it. That means we must find fair, efficient and
acceptable ways of ensuring that resources are targeted on those who are in
genuine need.

If we simply raise the existing old age allowance, we will encounter
trouble. At best, we will be benefiting the well-off at the expense of the needy.
At worst, we will create a major long-term fiscal problem, as in Europe.

Madam Deputy, I would urge the Administration to consider extending the
payment of benefits to senior citizens who wish to live in Guangdong and
elsewhere in the Mainland. Expansion of this principle cannot only give some
of our senior citizens a happier life, but can ease pressure on public spending.
Providing such movement is voluntary, and let us encourage it.

Where day centres are concerned, as a member of the Elderly Commission
and the Hong Kong Council of Social Service, I know that the Administration
and the private sector agencies are taking this issue very seriously. In particular,
I know that very valuable work is currently underway to review social services
for the elderly mentioned in this motion. Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, 11 were in favour of the amendment and 16
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were present, 19
were in favour of the amendment and five against it.  Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mrs Sophie LEUNG rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, 16 were in favour of the amendment, 10 against
it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were
present, four were in favour of the amendment, 19 against it and one abstained.
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.

ERE - BmERE  (RULEEFNELE -
BigERE IF  RIRELERERENEE  BEERNECHIINE
B -
BREBRSBAEMNEBERANT :
E IR HERER T Z&RMER TR RAE Cnh &I R OOE
FETHKRE” 2L s (IR REEESH DL RREG GRS S

LEEBEEHED S ROCHRBRERERF W 60 A EFEER - IR
BUS RIS TREOIRS K BELEHEFm0RNEREER" 7

IR ARBEEASURENGFRAES  ShEXREUNBGRERBENVEREY
mHIBIERE - TLUES -



TEg — 2000F 11 B 8 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 8 November 2000 105

EFE RBEERSAREN Ll fFREE - HAEMNERR  BROFLET -

(REHTF)

EE O KHEHWFEET -

(REHET)

AR AR T E R HBRE -
Mr Frederick FUNG rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment and 19
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were present, 18
were in favour of the amendment and six against it. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr YEUNG Yiu-chung rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, 14 were in favour of the motion, 11 against it
and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were
present and 24 were in favour of the motion. Since the question was agreed by
a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion was carried.
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TERMINATING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE SENIOR SPECIAL
ASSISTANT TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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"That the Chief Executive should terminate the appointment of Mr
Andrew LO as Senior Special Assistant to the Chief Executive having
regard to the fact that Mr LO has completely lost public credibility through
the evidence he gave to the Independent Investigation Panel appointed by
the University of Hong Kong and the manner in which he gave the
evidence. "
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MR MICHAEL MAK: Madam President, the motion today concerns how we
regard the credibility of the Independent Investigation Panel appointed by the
Council of the University of Hong Kong, the primary work of which was to
investigate and ascertain the facts surrounding the allegations of interference
with academic freedom and to give their expert opinions to satisfy the needs to
know of the public on the controversy.
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As we know, the Panel was headed by a former Vice-President of the High
Court, Sir Noel POWER, and the other two members were a former Chairman
of the Hong Kong Bar Association, Mr Ronny F. H. WONG, and the Chief
Executive of the Consumer Council, Mrs Pamela CHAN WONG. The
composition should have been decided after much meticulous and discreet
selection, with due considerations to the independence, respectfulness and
positive image of the Panel members. In order to enhance transparency of the
investigation, the Panel held public hearings, which were broadcast live and
reported widely by the press. The proceedings were similar to those of a court
hearing and the witnesses could, if they wished, be represented by lawyers. In
fact, Mr Andrew LO was represented by a lawyer and his testimony was sworn.
Considerable resources were spent trying to unveil the unspoken truth as far as
possible.

Unluckily, the Panel found that Mr LO was a poor and untruthful witness
because he failed to explain his contradictory statements in his evidence.
Besides, Mr LO was also unhelpful in giving accurate testimony in the hearings
as he did not attempt to recall and recount what had actually happened at his
meeting with the Vice-Chancellor of the University. Possibly, the public were
not on the side of Mr LO also and they, therefore, gave him the nickname of
"#& 7\ /4", the meaning of which possibly dated back to the Qing Dynasty when a
eunuch gave falsified instructions to the fellow ministers by himself, but in the
name of the emperor. I have consulted quite a lot of people, who have strongly
expressed their discredit and distrust on Mr LO, for his having fostered negative
impact to the reputation and international image of Hong Kong.

I do not think that the parties concerned and interested in the matter should
have doubts on the trustworthiness and neutrality of the findings of the
investigation. The findings should be honoured and regarded as valid unless
and until someone concerned can successfully challenge them through a process
of judicial review.

Before, I had little understanding on the existence of a Senior Special
Assistant, who is ranked to the Directorate 2 grade of the Civil Service, nor the
duties and responsibilities of such a post. Now, we come to know that the post
needs to perform distinct and politically sensitive duties, which certainly require
someone with a high level of integrity and credibility so that the officer can help
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promote the work and image of our Chief Executive through various contacts
with very important persons. Imagine how a minister from overseas perceives
Mr LO, who has been judged as untrustworthy!

In the latest policy address of the Chief Executive, it is suggested that the
top government officials should take political accountability with their work.
Maybe, for a start and as a pilot, our respectful Chief Executive should take the
case of Mr LO as a pioneer to uphold the spirit.

Madam President, to conclude, I do not believe that Mr LO is suitable to
continue to execute his duties as a Senior Special Assistant with the Chief
Executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

Thank you.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, I am a firm supporter of our
Government. I believe that it does a generally good job in the face of a wide
range of challenges. However, it is a young government. It has mishandled
some issues during the past three years. And the Robert CHUNG affair is a
case in point.

Personally, I do not believe for one minute that the Chief Executive ever
had any intention of indirectly (let alone directly) interfering in the work of Dr
Robert CHUNG at the University of Hong Kong.

However, some sections of the community believe otherwise. And, in
their eyes, the Government has lost some of its former integrity. At the same
time, there have been serious accusations along similar lines in the international
media. This issue has, therefore, also damaged Hong Kong's reputation
overseas.

Had the Administration handled this affair in a more sensitive way, this
would not have happened.

I do not think that it will make any difference whether or not this motion
passes this evening. The important thing is that the Administration learns from
this experience.

Let us hope that all officials learn the importance of making clear
statements at all times. And let us hope that if misunderstandings do arise, they
are handled directly and openly, not reluctantly and defensively. That way, we
can avoid similar mistakes in future, and the harm they could do to the reputation
of the Government and of Hong Kong as a whole.

Thank you.
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, it is not appropriate for this
Council to pass the motion concerning the termination of the appointment of the
Senior Special Assistant to the Chief Executive for the following reasons.

Firstly, let us look at the findings of the Independent Investigation Panel
(the Panel) appointed by the University of Hong Kong. The Panel appointed by
the University of Hong Kong has carried out a thorough investigation regarding
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Dr CHUNG's allegation and did not find any interference by the Government.
The Chief Executive might not have come here to talk in front of 60 Legislative
Members, but he has spoken on many occasions to the wider public, 6 million
people in Hong Kong, in front of cameras and in front of foreign press that he
did not ask, nor had he ever asked, any one to put any pressure on Dr CHUNG
to stop him from conducting his opinion polls. What more can we ask of our
Chief Executive? @ We should, therefore, leave this matter behind us.
Otherwise, this may give the impression that this Council does not trust the work
of the Panel. Furthermore, to respect the autonomy of the University, this
Council should leave this matter in the hands of its governing body, that is, the
University Council which, even at this stage, has not accepted the findings of the
Panel.

It is also important to note that the Panel did not make any findings of
wrongdoing by Mr LO. Neither his visit to the Vice-Chancellor nor the matters
discussed during that meeting was found to be improper.

The only relevant finding the Panel made regarding Mr LO was that he
voiced concerns about the polling work of Dr CHUNG. He also has his
freedom of speech. There was no finding that Mr LO had given any
instructions or put any political pressure on the Vice-Chancellor regarding Dr
CHUNG's work. There was no evidence whatsoever of such kind. But
expressing concern is perfectly legitimate, and should not be equated with
interference.

On the subject of academic freedom, in the past, the present and I am sure
that in the future, our universities are free to determine their own study
programmes and goals, as well as the means to fulfil them. They also have the
right to determine their own organization, including management and staff.
The University of Hong Kong has not complained that its academic freedom has
been interfered with by the Government.

Now let us take a look at the duties of Mr LO. Has he failed in his duties
or, contrarily, has he discharged his duties fully?

Mr LO, as the Senior Special Assistant to the Chief Executive, has a duty
to maintain a network with people from different sectors of the community. His
meeting with the ex-Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong was
perfectly proper. It was prompted by a desire to touch base with one of the
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leaders from the academic circle. The questions raised by Mr LO about the
polling work of Dr CHUNG were in no way an interference with academic
freedom.

The question whether there was any possibility of a conflict between the
roles of a pollster and a political commentator was a perfectly fair question for
anyone to ask.

The voicing of concerns by Mr LO without any instructions or request to
take any step to stop the polling work cannot amount to any interference, let
alone intervention in academic freedom.

Academic freedom has not been challenged or compromised, and we are
here to protect that. Mr TUNG has publicly informed that he has not advised
anybody of such interference. Mr TUNG has committed that he fully supports
academic freedom.

I think it is very important that we should take a positive view on the whole
Robert CHUNG case. This can prove to the world that we still have freedom of
speech, freedom to ask our officials to be terminated, freedom to criticize and
that Hong Kong has all kinds of freedom guaranteed under the Basic Law.

With these remarks, Madam President, I stand against the motion.
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Miss Margaret NG rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 28 were present, 5 were in favour of the motion, 22 against it and
one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 26 were
present, 13 were in favour of the motion and 12 against it. Since the question
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at nine minutes to Ten o"clock.
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Annex 111
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Education and Manpower to Mr Henry
WU's supplementary question to Question 5

As regards the salaries of local engineering graduates as compared with those of
other graduates, based on the response to the annual Graduate Employment
Surveys conducted by the University Grants Committee-funded institutions, I set
out below the relevant information in the past four years for Members'
reference:

Average annual starting salaries
(including commission and other cash allowance)
as at the end of the graduation year (HK$ 000)

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999
Full-time Engineering 160 165 155 142
Graduates

All Full-time Graduates 162 171 162 150



