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Wednesday, 20 December 2000
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The Council met at half-past Two o'clock
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ZRiE#EE TP,
THE HONOURABLE ERIC LI KA-CHEUNG, J.P.
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THE HONOURABLE LAU WONG-FAT, G.B.S., J.P.
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ERFEZEE
MEMBERS ABSENT:

T H#%E TP
THE HONOURABLE LAU CHIN-SHEK, J.P.

xR EHEA

THE HONOURABLE ANDREW CHENG KAR-FOO

HEHRRES :
PUBLIC OFFICERS ATTENDING:

BB R ERRGZEL L REAMHE - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE MRS ANSON CHAN, G.B.M., J.P.
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SECRETARY FOR HOUSING

EBERREmEEBLLE TP
MISS DENISE YUE CHUNG-YEE, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY
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2321
TABLING OF PAPERS

NAI SRR (EEBAA) 2B 21 5 (MBI E R :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

o & & B SE NSy A
(2000 F kwsae e (EET) BB ..o 358/2000
(2000 Erehm gy R BT (BRTIFER 2) 2) .ot 359/2000

(2000 4 25 517 2 R 77 B B (23 530 58 85 )
(BETHE 4 2) oo, 360/2000

(2000 4 23 T4 4 R i BUB B (A R vkt
(EEFERETNR 14 2) ... 36172000

((EEEE (RE) HB) (F 406 2 > HEEH)

2000 4 (AW (FE2k) AE) ... 36272000
Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.
Waterworks (Amendment) Regulation 2000............... 358/2000

Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Amendment of Second
Schedule) Order 2000 ..........c.oovviiiiiiiiiiinnnn. 359/2000

Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Public
Pleasure Grounds) (Amendment of Fourth Schedule)
Order 2000 ......ooiniiiii i 360/2000

Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance (Public
Swimming Pools) (Designation and Amendment of
Fourteenth Schedule) Order 2000 .................. 361/2000
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Electricity Supply Lines (Protection) Regulation

HoAth S

542 57

5 43 57

544 57

B 45 BE

& 46 57

AT BE

&5 48 5f

5549 57

5 50 %

5 51 %

5 52 %

(Cap. 406 Sub. Leg.) (Commencement) (No. 2)
Notice 2000 ......ooiniiiiiii e 362/2000

—NMAAEZOOOFEEH#IFE EIRH

W ST RE - AN FENA —-HREEFZA
ft—HIERFEZNREGEERRFATERRS

B RE - AN ENA —-HEBE+ A
ft—HIERFEZNREGEERRFATTERRS

EHFELZEY

—NMNANEZOOOF EFE &

EHFELZEY

BHE_OOOF=ZH=+—HILEFEOMHHRE

EAFTFLZREEARTESEHARS
—HAANFEUNA-HEZFEFEFEFE =A==+ —HIEFR

EANHTRZEGEANLSESEHERS
—HAANFEUA-HEZFEFEFFE=H=+—HIEF&

HEBRESEAECZTEgEHAE

—NMANEEA-HEZEZEZFAH=THFER

RS E S

—NMANENA-HEZEZZE/\H =+ —HEH

REBEERELEARESZEARESSH
— AN ENA—-HEZEEZEFE=H=+—H

LR IR =
1999-2000 4 %
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5 53 9% ERTZHABEAES  EEAFT WEAGILES
1999/2000 4 & J& 4 % 2
% 54 5k BE_ZEEEZF-_H="T—HRIL—F1
HRmAEeEHE S EFRFTBEEREAEENR
T AT IR H
2 55 5f B TRAT B 5 B A8 BE b B TR AT AR 55 B i Al B & 1E
ELEBEEZE=H=T—-HEERNNEHE R
FY e 2
Other Papers
No. 42 The Accounts of the Lotteries Fund 1999-2000
No. 43 The audited Statements of Accounts of the Provisional
Regional Council for the period 1 April 1999 to 31
December 1999 and the Director of Audit's Report
No. 44 The audited Statements of Accounts of the Provisional
Urban Council for the period 1 April 1999 to
31 December 1999 and the Director of Audit's Report
No. 45 Hong Kong Housing Authority
Annual Report 1999/2000
No. 46 Hong Kong Housing Authority Financial Statements for
the year ended 31 March 2000
No. 47 Report of the Chinese Temples Committee on the
Administration of the Chinese Temples Fund for the year
ended 31 March 2000
No. 48 Report of the Chinese Temples Committee on the

Administration of the General Chinese Charities Fund for
the year ended 31 March 2000
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No.49 — Report of the Brewin Trust Fund Committee on the
Administration of the Fund for the year ended 30 June
2000
No. 50 — Grantham Scholarships Fund Annual Report

for the year 1 September 1999 to 31 August 2000

No. 51 — The Sir Murray MacLehose Trust Fund Trustee's Report
for the period 1 April 1999 to 31 March 2000

No. 52 — Legal Aid Services Council
Annual Report 1999-2000

No. 53 — The Police Children's Education Trust, The Police
Education and Welfare Trust
Annual Report 1999/2000

No. 54 — Report on the Administration of the Fire Services Welfare
Fund together with the Director of Audit's Report and
Audited Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31
March 2000

No. 55 — Report by the Controller, Government Flying Service on

the Administration of the Government Flying Service
Welfare Fund for the year ended 31 March 2000

Reports
Report of the Bills Committee on Adaptation of Laws Bill 2000

Report of the Bills Committee on Dutiable Commodities (Amendment)
Bill 2000
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B EHMNOREE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

EE:E#H - BREME—-RAEEE—EF /N MBEEHRKOWG 15 7
# o FEm BER M T EARNEESE  PEERE N T E RS RER
PR AN 2 5 — JH - -

Rt FRELSEEZED
Mainland Women Entering Hong Kong to Engage in Prostitution

1. BWERE  TF FRAM L TSR KB HEELE 0 8
BF A& & AR E -

(—) HAFEIHES ELEANEAHLSHREENZTEHEBMA
At Je A H A 09 20 15 7% BCH B9 B3 L7 B R AT K

BTG JE A 22 7 EERETA E & FEE R
R B o] ?

=4
/2 ~
pain

REBRE  EFE > ERENEN > KOEEWNT ¢

(—) HAFE 1 HE 12 B 570U E 5 00 R
BT 3236 % HRMFMT :

A # F 7t
AHEJE R 465 14.4
W 20 5 2470 76. 3
H A 301 9.3
e 8 3236 100

(=) EHHRBAMZFrRERFHZNIEERED > BRI T
B o AR T E DO R H R o F A AR A A8 I B IR Y H A —
HIET R (HEBFRTEGRE) TR KA E 18 H AT R B M A7
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IR T R &M ST R S5k 1| Bov R B2t 6 8 A o wd 3 8 Bl 2 4 1Y
ZBRILSEE B AR BCE L > R0 B SRy A & A ET 5K B
BEDRIMA -

NA RERPGEEECEA R (WFHBIRE) - NBIEREH
A BHEAESREER ( "ASER" ) AR AlslH CASE KK
By TEy ERGEE AT R CIEREEAET RHEIETHHE
ANPEH P - "ENCEFEGRA" Wik SMETRIR L Bt kER
M - "IEEREEAET W& S RKETE 25,000 TR EEEE 3
o TEHE FREROZ B B AF A9 N AR 25 o KD 49 9 41 B A5 4
(75%) ~ BCBNHFEE 258/ 7 R E 9 i A A5 (24%) - H gk 1%2 # A i
K BT K0 R A

e AFRE B b3t vk B b gk A BR TR 1T A AT BH B A = R 2T o S A R
HENZTEREHNEMBEF RMERRETHEIAEHRE
IR AT Y B = AT

BWERE - L Hr g BRI N LD g R % EE RS/ RIS T8
PRI BEBIL & 70+ 0 T HEHETE#WIERE G - BIERE B E&E
11 IR RPGELTTE > #t 3 LT KB FEEGE - 5 HEFRFKE S E
H P Ml 23 22 J7 5 (F > 5 2 7T B Al e 22 B P At 2 5 2K B A I B 7

REBRER : EF  BEXE2HEW - &85 5 HE A GRS & 05w 1N %
ERBE > ITREE LA Z 7TREHENEE - & B EEE R
MG w - RBER > WMAIFEE LT RZHKE AL 5 - DUk S
HESZEFEGEEE  RAMINEHEE I ERLE - A% EEE
HHREEEERNTR > HAZ RS > DR TS A it 9 JF 2 fa I 2k - B
makeds “RIRT A BIEH EE  REGELEwmgl 0 LIk AKRE &R
EEBREMCEEGHRERNEYHEGHMEESNNZLTHNER TR
ER > UEXRICGEETE > LREFHERLTIOEES FHEE > INENLE
H oo

SREREE o KT E AR KL R U FR A B E R e A
F(Z) S WEH > g G EER - J1E N2 7 K EENSTA - 4
S WL EGEHER  BRERFNKRZER 5767 ZNEN
2 AR 20 7B T EIERIETA > LIR ML B E A Al (T 7
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REBRER  EF > BEXE2HRMAGHH A 70 T Bt ¥ T/ i 1&
KRB > WA R Bl et S N E R ZT - N e EEaT > AANFFE A
AT E I sa H L 2T > N H— R R - R 1997 4 BE A B Y B
FRET R ET E R E A R 00 & B nas - JMEER Hank fET RS EF 2
i 1 BEL Wk UF P - B & 0 4 P A P 2 HE O B 7 AT R R R R AE WM IB R B LT
R A g A S ET > BT DLH BTEY ST E A 2 H rg I 1E A - i M
BARITREIEEEET -

BRERE : T FHER 2470 FEREEENLZ T H2LH
EHEI?

REBRE : £
1y ] R

T

CHKTFEREFESTENEL > HEERERZERZ D HEL

BUOTERE : £F WS AREFRENEEH LI LT HKEFENLE - 75
[ G & &R & i (T 85 Lo L F 091§ ) - LUK 35 1912 B 50 51T 2 27
A2 H 0 H B E 7

REBBRE: EF > HESUEEHNE HEALASAE -HEHIET  HEHE
EAROEE PSSR E R ERATREEZE  KEHEZESR - KEM
ANEENBRARE - HHEER LA AEE E SR~ 80 & HEFF g BT 5l & (F
HEMZSE  EH4EFET WMARR/EHEOCE 9GRS ETE £ %5
LT RRFHEEHOIA -

RBRMOUBERET AT REHE Ko 2EBEN ROES
FHERBE - NE EREAFANETREMIRS O P9 H A (8 55651
PR E LB R M 2R BZ PR ECE M M A AR -

HM—BHEEER  HOEEHEE I EWLEME R BB - L AEY
PR PRiE TR RY THETE”T o M E G E A S E o R E A R
HUAH e 1T B RFE 28 Nl Rk -
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RUNBE L T HEXREHEMATHEAG SEREREHEE. .. ...

EFE - RWEFEEE FMHE-ZEE  MOMITEAWL > REEE 2

BTERE - £/ WA RRRABEGEZETEMN  PIAE#RT W85 E
Je i 1 85 24 T FT B8 i L E 1Y 15 B -

REBRER  EF WTFERFEHEASITREEEZEHNKRS > BRI &E
FHEUR B RATEIEY BB B - IR A 42 K > WM E SRS HRZ A
LT MAML T REFBEFEEH AL BEEN  WwMRZEEEN - F%MH
AN 22y AR AN EEmENIGERS - HE > FELTENERE
HESTHEHNTES REEHFERE > BERKERECHE - NIk - &G
AERUEEYVHEES A REZ2HEAGRED > HE RTFERFEEREME
BEOESRUCEAR - SEWSRCIRGE URONE SN ¥ Sk

BBNEBE - £/F - KHF TR HE 09 70 E 54 & & & 8T fE E 7 0 #
c R R ARG ERKE A FHEE S GhFEE LR JIE NS
TKEEIERIETA ?

REBRER ' EF  WERMEFTEV AR EL - @ WAHE H Bk
{38tz 3F R S A 2 o T2 WA T B HE A Y -

BR¥EMER - L REFRIVEE KK EEFENIANBBOIEEZ - B
R £= 1A S B I B DUST BRI I 28 A EE (T IE ARG B AR A
11 75 i B AL fff] [ 5 B BT (F Hi A 19 22 BF - DUFT BE SN M 20 7 2 e F B 25
T/

REBRE  EF MEEAWEHZERSEEDN > AL T > e &
fEHhEl > BTN R FEM AR EN X TRFHEEES - B —HEEIE
R RE A B B S BT g > WM 2 g A A B Y BUF SR R G E
THEEMEE - HE  WMASATUMEEETE R K -BHEOZTIK
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7 5 ¥ 1 M ) B O ) B TN T 160 B B
R T - bk B B 4 R TR S — B R IR - R o R P A
ApEE  DREREETEEAFNGE - RIE—E g @ a R
fy -

BRBEEE - L/F ﬁfﬁﬁ% T H L T A F S A R E
KA FE LB - a7 2470 S22 70 - HZ D ANEEBE LR
BEBLEKE WHZDNEIEEALE ? # 58  KEEFHEES
BL T ERed A AE  LIRAETEAT LA FIEHELLE ?

REBBER W LE > BRKEIA 2 EE 2470 AL R8T > 0% F M
73 Vb 25 2 5 RR 0 RE A R 0 AR F S B IR R AR Y - Nl T e A T
ERMARERZENwEFEREEZT BRI TWET - BHHEA
SEE R el TEMGEE RS K IRERERE AR MIEIETHIEEAME
i Er - MEAMZ T HERREFEEZEHMAERE  NEBYESE
EHE o B M - £ 1998 £ PEEHERENAL T Z 122 A
£ 1999 F - SPHFHEZ 19 A SFETHELI A > FHYFHE 218 A - ¥
FRrEA IS - Hop B ARG 8> GO0 2R ERBEEYN > IR
A—dl ol BOtERE B ERERAREN - ABENEHE TR ERE
L THAELTAM ERAMERERZERZTHRFRET NG NG -
MAMBELEEHERLER > LT HZRKEL G ERENR - AE
REF MR B R REE R - G NS E o AR A A RE S IR AR -

IR RB-EMILES -

HHIRERE © £ WA ARG #E R C& e ] — H B [ 09 [ & - B 7E
09 7 B 742 - ar [ = A& & H TS 2 470 5 4 #1287 1 2 7 G A 2
L=

REBRER  EF WFERAFEHFEHNER  HREEZHEERR - FLL
SHEEEHERENHAEER - (I D
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ER R HESR -

EACERBRAFENEEHES
Change of Tariff Structure by Hongkong Electric Company Limited

2, BRBE W LFIH - %%%Iﬂﬁ/ﬁ A (R ) EE R
EERABEMG  NEFEENELRE & /Eﬁﬁffﬁﬁ“ﬁfmfﬁﬂfa
Al > #F R 1 5 7 B A T A T °5’Jﬁffﬁ E/U“T PR

(—) 25 e e O T B A A B PR ]

(=) 8K 3F - B AR B FHE [ 1] 5 1 &8 & 2 K ERBE A
i J T B9 X R LT (E Fs B » 57 RIS K

() SR EEA A I BRI 0T B T
TR - LUR A (o 986 5 U 5 0 A 20 AT 7

REBERBER  £W

(—) #WENEEHS EEEAESE  BEGIITINC "BEa” )

ROgcE T - ARIRE I ET E R 0 BENEAEER 2000 £5
g MR ETIRE 1999 FEERE S mAEFIK

WHEEBRCNEEGRS BEREBEEDNDRZEEE B2
EBEEBINHF&E BEERESBHITN  DUREEHE -
FE AR L B R BE ) P AE 2000 4 FE ST Ry E & EE G N o M v
JiE R AN AL I B N A s AR B A T 8 B SR Y HE R A - AT DAEK
ISESRCFEAINE & RS

(Z) @E3F BENRHERAE NEES - @& RE T F A
e AN FIEBERE TN I E R EANE > R T
JA (B A% B TEOEDRD AR E AR S B R FUIR (TR EAA R EIRT )
iR NGB MR EEBENTE - Wik OB IT IS g -
HEFNHENREERANESIEERANE{NEZR B8 H
AHY > TR E RS P BRI ER > FHRENEH - HE K&
mE > M ERREREZZFEHN  MATEEERNERER
PRIARHER O ER > GEE R EARBEMB EEE LB -
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(=) BHAFANBREEMRBERT 2FSRUSEEAEENIEE
TR B RS AT AR (B A 1 T T A 22 B~ RO (B A B IR RO AS R AN R
EBENFEE - mal E MBI IngE > IR & EEE
R —HFRRBUF I - R E R E > N0 EE ST ER -
BEIRE AR - AR ER RS ITINNEE AR - R g
B ERF B ER AT gET -

BAREBE - L IREEUFRIE R % 57098 H &1 ) 17 e~ AR K& - F B
AR - A A BEE 7 AIRILA AN R GE 7% % 2 2 3
o DIGHAT 2 A & Fl - (28 > i KBAF - RIEE AL > 2T 1999
FERF T 8, 900 FIT » < A K HE LUGE JH 78 Jrg 2 5 K 2 P HEFF A - IE - B
JfA] & ST o B R THEN T AN BEE F EFF I o Pt AR 8 ok FE B
YT A B o LIRS EFFAR?

REBRBR = K WMEBEGGEGE > BETLEESEHIRILA - L
T & E L RGERI R A - Witk EXFETHFEERTKE > E@E
# RS F N EE MO T RE FE (& 38 A B B e FF AT > 2 AT DLESRINE
o @ HRERTENEEEENMREEEE > Tl BEERESR
BHT 0 > B8 2000 FROEEREMFEE 1998 FHIKE - HREIAHSNEE -
A e EREEERE - BUSRESEEEZE -

BfhE@E: LF LIERFEERERy ZBEEIIHIER T RREERK -
BRI EERERBS ()il XIEH 75 —H "BEPHEE" KHE H
LUBRFHIT 11 2K 18 E (B 15 - (£ B 5] E 09 E #IFF & & T 0 B E 8
B 77 A2 75 B R e R R (E 75 1Y - B IF BT A8 & BB IS BT 1 e 18 IR R (E 1K 5
FERRF L Ty o5 — (i FE E (EF5 e 7 S fE & et &l age o > LR H 8B

REBRBR W > EEBHCHFLETZE - FEWHIHEGEFENRR S
BEgBE kR EBENTEELR WML ES KA R AL H R B EER
HlZ A e
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MEWBE - £ HEFREEAIESHIEABANLE - #0 HBF
ANEFRETEZ LT - EAXAHE—LERZEEE > Z82... ...

LN B HFHE T o IEF L F E A S 09 L5 E £ H R
£ o

i E

Quy

TR MEE  WELEAMEEREMN -

FEREE T REELIEEZEF (S EE  RENS @ MHER
IR IER B FH R - (B2 » IEXRBEIAREEZFTERY - BEIT1E
HUREEBE - STEFERK  H > BIEEEE 7B E  REZAZE  H
TR G T RE IR DT A AR - GG JIE - 38 < HATE F o BT 12 L
REBEZRERKBENERSEE - BF X ERLIGREEBNS @ HERS
) B IR & T e 7

REBERERER K MHEMRFARBIKRELRELZNRRHEER2EE > HET
NFEREA AP EIEEREE - B 2Rk  ERERBESEH R
BEggHEL BEAEREZERETT TDLELEREBHEOIEN -FE L
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Use of Private Donations Received by Universities of Hong Kong
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Applications for Assessment of Regrant Premium
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Survey on Ethical Standards in Public and Business Sectors
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BILLS

EEEE
First Reading of Bills

EHE ExEEHE -

(EERREARMEMNER)
HONG KONG SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARKS CORPORATION
BILL

2000 FHNGHEHE (BHIRBET) (E 23) BEHERE)
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
(NO. 2) BILL 2000

E: (FEMEELFAGRIEZ)
(2000 Fanak e tE (HEIEMEET ) (58 290) HROIEZ) -

IO KA B - KR (EFEHA) 8 63 1858 Q) AHIME » = L HF
-

Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

EE_E
Second Reading of Bills

(BEERBREARKEMNERE)
HONG KONG SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARKS CORPORATION
BILL

ITameRi: £F REHER_GE (FEMSELARINER) -
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2000 FHNGHEEHE (BHIRBET) (E 238 ) BEHERE)
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
(NO. 2) BILL 2000
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REEE_BES
Resumption of Second Reading Debate on Bill

EFEAGHAEWRE (2000 E i EELE IR ESR) 8 _HEEw -

(2000 FERERBILENEHESE)
ADAPTATION OF LAWS BILL 2000

RERHEN 2000 N B B HBENEFER_BEE
Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 8 November
2000
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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, in my capacity as Chairman of the
Bills Committee on the Adaptation of Laws Bill 2000, I would like to report on
the deliberations of the Bills Committee.

The Bill seeks to adapt the Private Bills Ordinance, the Legislative Council
(Powers and Privileges) Ordinance and its subsidiary legislation, and the
Legislative Council Commission Ordinance to bring them into conformity with
the Basic Law and with the status of Hong Kong as a Special Administrative
Region (SAR) of the People's Republic of China.

Members have no objection to the amendments proposed in the Bill which
are terminological changes. These include the adaptation of the terms
"Governor" to "Chief Executive", "Standing Orders" to "Rules of Procedure",
"Her Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom" to "the Central People's
Government", and "Letters Patent or Royal Instructions” to "the Basic Law".

Apart from the amendments that I have just mentioned, the Bills
Committee has also considered whether amendments should be made to sections
12 and 14 of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance.
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On section 12, it is the view of the Bills Committee that the warrant
prescribed by order in the Gazette for the purpose of apprehending a person who
has failed to attend before the Council or its committees should be treated as
subsidiary legislation. The Administration agrees to take necessary follow-up
action outside the context of the current adaptation of laws exercise.

I shall now turn to section 14. Under the existing section 14(2), it is for
the Governor to decide whether a public officer shall appear before the Council
or its committees to give evidence relating to correspondence concerning security
matters of Hong Kong. However, Article 48(11) of the Basic Law empowers
the Chief Executive to determine such matters in the light of security and vital
public interests.

Members have discussed whether section 14(2) is inconsistent with Article
48(11), and are of the view that the Basic Law provision is broader in scope
because of the reference to the condition of "vital public interests".

According to the Administration, the following principles have been
adopted for the adaptation of laws exercise:

(a) the provisions of laws currently in force should be preserved as far
as possible; and

(b) the Basic Law is part and parcel of the laws in force in the SAR and,
therefore, could be relied on for the purpose of providing protection
to Legislative Council Members. At the same time, safeguards
provided in existing laws but not in the Basic Law should be
retained, provided that they do not contravene the Basic Law.

In the light of these principles, the Administration has advised that the difference
in scope between section 14(2) and Article 48(11) does not render the former
inconsistent with the latter.

Members accept that the Basic Law is a part of the laws in force in Hong
Kong. Therefore, rights and powers provided in the Basic Law are not lost or
diminished merely because they are not fully implemented in a Hong Kong
enactment. However, some members consider that, when it comes to the
exercise of authority of the Chief Executive to exempt people from testifying
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before the Council or its committees, the better course is to make clear
provisions for it in the Ordinance. This would avoid the perception that such
executive power is arbitrarily exercised. Further, the Rules of Procedure of the
Legislative Council have already made reference to "vital public interests". It
is only logical that corresponding amendment should be made to section 14(2).
The Administration has subsequently agreed to consider the suggestion as
appropriate.

Madam President, with these remarks, the Bills Committee supports the
resumption of the Second Reading debate on the Bill.
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CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, the
Adaptation of Laws Bill 2000 seeks to bring terminological amendments to the
Private Bills Ordinance, the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges)
Ordinance and the Legislative Council Commission Ordinance, so as to bring
them into conformity with the Basic Law and with Hong Kong's status as a
Special Administrative Region (SAR) of the People's Republic of China.

At the Bills Committee, members discussed whether certain provisions in
the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance were consistent with
the Basic Law. The Administration has explained that, as in the adaptation of
other legislation, two important principles were adopted in the current exercise.
First, provisions of laws currently in force should be retained as far as possible.
Hence, safeguards provided in existing local laws but not in the Basic Law
should be retained, provided that they do not contravene the Basic Law.
Secondly, the Basic Law is part and parcel of the laws in force in the SAR. As
such, the relevant provisions in the Basic Law could be relied on to complement
the statutory protections under the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges)
Ordinance, where the protection to Legislative Council Members is less than that
provided for in the Basic Law.
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In the light of these two principles, we are of the view that the difference
in scope does not render section 14(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers and
Privileges) Ordinance inconsistent with Article 48(11) of the Basic Law.
Moreover, Article 48(11) of the Basic Law has already been reflected in Rule 80
of the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council and, pursuant to section 15
of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance, matters relating to
evidence and production of documents before the Legislative Council or its
committees should be determined in accordance with the usage and practice of
the Council. We do not, therefore, consider it necessary to amend section 14(2)
of the Ordinance.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Bills Committee for its
efforts, without which the scrutiny of the Bill would not have been completed so
expeditiously.

Madam President, I urge Members to support the Adaptation of Laws Bill
2000. Thank you.
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Council went into Committee.
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Committee Stage
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Council then resumed.
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Third Reading of Bill
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ADAPTATION OF LAWS BILL 2000
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Resumption of Second Reading Debate on Bill
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DUTIABLE COMMODITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000
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Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 8 November
2000
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE BASIC LAW OF THE HONG
KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION OF THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, I move
the resolution standing in my name on the Agenda. The resolution seeks this
Council's endorsement of the appointment of Mr Justice Arthur LEONG Shiu-
chung as the Chief Judge of the High Court.

The Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services of the
Legislative Council discussed the appointment at its meeting held on 28
November. Representatives from the Administration and the Secretary to the
Judicial Officers Recommendation Commission (JORC) attended the meeting
and provided further information on the appointment exercise subsequently.

As the Administration has explained to the Panel on Administration of
Justice and Legal Services and in the Legislative Council Brief, in accordance
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with Article 88 of the Basic Law, the Chief Judge of the High Court shall be
appointed by the Chief Executive on the recommendation of the JORC. Under
the Judicial Officers Recommendation Commission Ordinance, the JORC is
entrusted with the function to advise or make recommendations to the Chief
Executive on the filling of vacancies of judicial offices. In the case of the
appointment of the Chief Judge of the High Court, Article 90 of the Basic Law
provides that the Chief Executive shall, in addition to following the procedures
prescribed in Article 88, obtain the endorsement of the Legislative Council.
Article 73(7) correspondingly confers on the Legislative Council the power and
function to endorse the appointment.

The system of appointments by the Chief Executive acting in accordance
with the recommendation of the JORC, together with the provision for
endorsement by the Legislative Council for appointment of the Chief Judge of the
High Court, reinforces the constitutional guarantee of the independence of the
Judiciary stipulated in Article 85 of the Basic Law.

After all the above steps have been taken, in accordance with Article 90 of
the Basic Law, the Chief Executive shall also report the judicial appointments to
the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress for the record.

I now turn to the current appointment exercise.

The Chief Judge of the High Court is the court leader of the High Court.
He is also the President of the Court of Appeal. Mr Justice Patrick CHAN
filled the post of Chief Judge of the High Court from 1 July 1997 until 30 August
2000. Since 1 September 2000, following the appointment of Mr Justice
CHAN as a permanent judge of the Court of the Final Appeal (CFA), the post
has been filled on an acting basis under section 8(1) of the High Court
Ordinance.

The legal qualifications required of the Chief Judge of the High Court are
set out in the Basic Law and the High Court Ordinance.

Article 92 of the Basic Law stipulates that judges of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region shall be chosen on the basis of their judicial and
professional qualities. Specifically, Article 90 of the Basic Law provides that
the Chief Judge of the High Court shall be a Chinese citizen with no right of
abode in any foreign country.
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The professional qualifications for the Chief Judge of the High Court are
the same as those for a Judge of the High Court, which are stipulated in section 9
of the High Court Ordinance.

In accordance with the Basic Law, the JORC has recommended the
appointment of Mr Justice LEONG as the Chief Judge of the High Court. This
recommendation has been communicated to the Chief Executive.

Mr Justice Arthur LEONG, currently a Justice of Appeal of the Court of
Appeal, has served in the Judiciary since 1973. He is highly respected by
members of the Judiciary and by the profession for his integrity, professional
competence and judicial temperament. He will reach the retirement age of 65
on 14 July 2001. The JORC is of the view that in order for Mr Justice LEONG
to function effectively as the Chief Judge of the High Court, he should be asked
to hold the post for about two and a half years. Accordingly, the JORC has
recommended that Mr Justice LEONG's term of office, under section 11A of the
High Court Ordinance, be extended to 13 July 2003 so that he can serve as the
Chief Judge of the High Court for about two and a half years until he reaches 67.
Mr Justice LEONG has confirmed to the Chief Justice that he is able and willing
to serve until then, and to comply with the eligibility requirements including the
Chinese nationality requirement.

In the current appointment exercise, the Chief Executive was informed of
the considerations leading to the recommendation of the JORC on the
appointment of the Justice LEONG as the Chief Judge of the High Court. He
was satisfied that the recommendation on the appointment was effective and the
procedure was proper and in order. The Chief Executive, therefore, accepted
the recommendation of the JORC, and subject to the endorsement of the
Legislative Council, will make the recommended appointment, and will also
extend the term of office of Mr Justice LEONG until 13 July 2003.

With Members' endorsement, it is intended that the appointment of Mr
Justice LEONG would take effect on 1 January 2001. Accordingly, the
Administration seeks Members' support for this resolution today so that the
constitutional process for appointments may be completed by the end of this
year.

Madam President, I invite Members to endorse the appointment.
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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, I rise to support the resolution
proposed by the Chief Secretary for Administration.

The recommendation of Mr Justice LEONG as Chief Judge of the High
Court has been discussed in the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal
Services. Members noted with appreciation the improvement in the form and
content of the Legislative Council Brief on the recommendation. It is a proper
recommendation generally accepted by the legal profession. At the same time,
there is clearly further room for fuller information to make the endorsement
process more meaningful. I look forward to future efforts to achieve that.

I have voiced on an early occasion the view that the present process of
appointment of senior judges lacks transparency. Greater transparency will
more effectively protect judicial independence and enhance proper confidence in
the Courts.

Members will be interested to know that the Panel has embarked on a
course of studying the process of appointment of senior judges in other
jurisdictions. Research reports have already been prepared for the United
Kingdom and the United States systems respectively, and views are being invited
from academics and the legal profession in Hong Kong and abroad. It is
envisaged that further reports will be prepared on the Canadian system and the
historical development of Hong Kong's own system.

At the end of the day, Hong Kong's situation is unique, and must have a
system best suited to its legal framework and special needs, but comparison will
give us a useful perspective.
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A response from the Judiciary will be invited in due course, to see if
proposals to increase the transparency of the appointment of Hong Kong's senior
judges are viable.

Madam President, it is early days to tell what will come out of the Panel's
study. But any proposal to be made must be sensitive to the perception of the
community on the independence of the Judiciary. It must also be such as to
make it more, and not less attractive for well qualified persons to come forward
and serve on the Judiciary.

With these words, Madam President, I support the resolution.

ER EAA A H MR ?

il

T

Sk
(]

BBWEE - £ BB FAARPREHRER > BERILEGRE (X
%) BET=R(EHE AEREBTEEEESFEREREENED -

EFE > RBREREEREEN AR > SRAWER T ER EXIFES > &
DITERHEER R M - ZHAKRFE ST EEEED - £F > (REFEEZS -
HMELEIEEERT 22 el NEERAZHENE —DFHER > 5
ErAHFRMIER - 5 > SARENENERS > BEILZGERSE
Al WL EgRAEGUTEBEDDREEH TS | > £F > RKAEEE
e TERET - Wit RBERESRELUXFARMEBENEHEHRER

FE > RMEREEHRAE? BE > LEILEGRE FYN —(HimE - #

EERTERANEL SR BILEGEHEN — HRE (ERE) B
tH=REHENED — B2BKEE—&K RETCHEREE  KME

SR o ER AR EE —mEmR  SREE T HEELIFNL > KE - 52
—HEBWED  WMEATUAEZEE > KMELGRERY - £F
HMEEHITEEMOE  RHEMEaHENACTRE S ZEEEERE
WEERF > THRRERHETEEEAREGHANRE - BHHR K HEKE
A ESEGH (KX - WA HEEFFAARAKMER THFZLE
ko Mk T AR > HEEREILRAE SN REAA R ZATH
A ANETTHEE  RRFVERLTTFREABHEZEY — & MM
HEHREPEFZDAEEANGCAESNEM  MMAAEEFE®R 50 % -5
> P E R EE 50 HEIZ2Z D AR ? 253 64 %2 FHHEEYEENR



g — 2000 128 20 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 20 December 2000 97

e 81 % 0 iz 0 REZEE S0 T A riREEEny - ik &
B A MM EEEERM > BERMAMEELERERA T 54 2%
HEA O REERF T 6L REART1IEL HEREE - T# > WRERE
BT AR e o A0l 54 N#Epk 6 AN ARk 1 AW ? EM KGN T - £
o HERMESHHEBEZIZ —RE ?

HEGRFREUREGY  BERMEBEAZEAEJREERFIENE
B WMAEAEREGEIINERF S ANBEAMME > R THILEREY X
%o HHHEEEALNEEERE - B2 WMAUEFLEVFE > REENEEE
BEZEZWE RV ERBIEFGHEABEZE G ERNK 54 HfEE NP EHEL 6
AN RBEE-AN - KEBRNEEAEHNER A AJLTESROET - Fr
DloEFE - -#afEms  RAEREAFER > REEEIXFARNERE -

ERF o BTSN E R A0 ? R > Wik BB Ll N R B R B AL
mEHG > EEHIEES > RERALHGE A& MM e EEE A SR
EEH  FEREREEIRAIERETREARHEELZEGENTH
B BN ORE R o A > Ryl & Sk b DL B SO A LUER 5 R OE
e ? AIEMEBEEREGHREM EE2RBAFEMEFZTNEER A LA AL
BieER MEEANL-RELFAEERE ZEANEEZEGHNE  Fr
DAHAEEREST KB REEE ToxE®R HEMMAESHNEHNE > H
2R B2 it — ([ IR 5E - 3 — LEOR 0 RN A& I A mE A0 A8 HE A BZ M 7 B9 A £ 2 H AR
i BRI BRI > EHRFERREREEEFZRELRELDENFAEANEH
BEZEGER HIABRAERBEBRBROVEZEGWEREERE — M EEANL
B AREXTZEGETEE - KEREMIEXBGENE - HAHE RIS
FROARAMBHEFEGERE > il £F > AR EMEEFEBEANLE -

WA REEERREY  RETCEHBEBEIXERNER - HE > k2
AN RSB c TR AR > REETAMABEE > BERAZEBHELY
WA EEEA N EEREZBR ERERVER IRESHKMZ2S -
ERE o B A B B R BB 2 o i SS B Y A T A OR A E T E S M
RH > NHEEETHE > NiMEFE5RBUE (LAY AIEE » S E IRV E | K
A 2 ik A BORER B ED A DUHETE E - MR ACH BUF Y R AR T AV BOR 3#
FRE M o B - WK RE LR > BEILEE W EEE BT R E E A RS
MATHENER KT oHESURESZHE B2 DREFNEHEE - B
REREA LR EBEETEEREENHEERE  EEANFAEAEEFEIR - £
G 7 E L N E B R R AL A2 o RIUZE 8 M A Fr &R AY T 44 08 R 5% HH Y
Ao AP WL R E N R R B S E s AR FEE o B RINEE
WMEE - BEEM DIk HMEMERH ASEMN - ELEKE NG RLMA

W
M O

=



g — 2000 128 20 H
98 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 20 December 2000

FH {62 5% %%9‘E%M&fiw}ﬁﬁiaw;k%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁfwﬂk%ﬁﬁFfﬁ@
WOH ~ SCE NG o 2 G R R IR Dl By i R B AR L R AR
LRI RE A - @ﬁi‘ﬁﬁ“k?ﬁﬁ% W SR At B9 | N &R > T E R R Y
i A A KAl o 2 A B A A R E BB 0 bR T /NGS5 B EE AR AR AR e AL A A
AP ERATRESIN > HMt—U&EHEZEAANGATLIEREL -

0RO 5 R pE B R SR A NI A) D R B R o (R LAY R T A
BARER HEZREHRAE  BAHEZRITFET —EHE  EEERRE%L
HHEHE  HKHEEHRAFAERFEEN > EHUEEBUFOSEHEN T
B R FEUHE > MR REEREIUEEFEHTHET  WRARERS
AR R ENAE 18 IR E R Fat R AT EEROER
WA E N BIRG & A - INEE R HEMETE & - LU A ~ 757 it
GEM R REEM  AERELESE - MG ERE NS Y R
MEEFRE S REEEP ARFHRD > DUKMHESLHMNRBEC#HE > KK
L & (F B — (834G - Toh > RBIRYRERAT A &R G (EH —EFF > A1RE
3%@%?@%@&%%%@m£@% AR - RARERELXBENE
ﬁ%%%hﬁﬁ L AER T N R 2 NRERE TS| &R BUat

cHIRHGESE > ERBRBEERES EEWNE > HRMEAEZLHR
ﬁmﬁﬁ LB Ry ECE G EE A BN ILE - Al R E 2] - FRE
E%% SR-EGEGEE  HROAZBEHEHARBKAENEHAE
EgEMNAHEEZENER  Z2REESVRN -

54%\ f i Qi

EREMHREE > WA A RBER > MAETH 14 HESEE 65 5% » #
EEEEART > it EREROREERZMESHMEITHEE  MEZZ(E
WEM% Fit DUy R H2 o 5F Al 22 300 R 2 AR 0Kk o BRI A A H ER B+ A

BTN > DL AN R ERE R (TE S A& ANE A& — %
TE&@E%EMWAWQTE EBE H B > HAME R Y 7 —
FEOANEBECRFERNEE Rz BERFREE HEKRFLREA
By &R > HE—1FHAY - B2EA NLHRGEA > HE2MA SR GEAE -
MMt NEkMEEZEGEZEN -

geoh > WAEARA 13 HEATHRER —HE > HEW A 25 & &7 & ME
W - HRETHRERAGRMEENBFERNE  HEBERE (BAE) Bt
ok > A BR YR E T AR S B T R RE B v R T B Ok AT R R R A
AREE - REHREZERZCCRERLIIRBIFER ? LA EOHEREZ e
SRR ELINEEFEN TE > TR E R EYN - EERZRIERERSE
{Eﬁfﬂxﬁfﬂ4ﬁjﬁ%ﬁk_A&%Flmkiwm&Wﬁhiﬂi*ﬁk INCEE]
&R R M R RE R 2 e S Y -



g — 2000 128 20 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 20 December 2000 99

HE > EF > ZUERSAH (EAE) B+ - 5FEbkE LFESD
BIREE HER (EAXZEK) FhAt6 HNG 6 HeEERHE > K
PIpEM M EREE CABRBBEIE - MR~ 2L R - AR (EAE)
EYHAE KPR EFERREEFEBERS > SFEEGANL &
i > WEAERN  HAEBEEEEFE T 2EGEECEENALERLRD
EEE P HRUBEZEESHE  HERFHEED - #E - mg > M EEM
W R 2 L B -

EFE o REFLERE X ALK RE —#F B EP A REH
ETN—X (KAHAE) > BRBFAFARE-ERERERILEY  ERAF
FIEBRFEER RHESUEEENTURMME = EBIAE XA
MHABREEES EPFEEHE - RBAALEREGH - BHRAGS
ATLLE A S -

T EELLEREE I REME -

ERE 26 A HMER ?

il
&
i

i

TEH

(]

fAECEE Wt EWMERERGTHEENREREF LR EER &
BEHERTIAGHENE-BEEMET - BAEHR > AFE2ALTHERE
fE > SIERETTBE R (L > BERMBERR R > ERMTEESHENR > HEZ
TEES o R REEEAREASMNAZEGHRE > DIRE—KIENR
TOHBHETHEEEMFEHOEE -

AT HEAGREL S —FAEANEMALZEY  HABFNRILS %A
g B -WMREBMLUEE  F#HEEG (s - WEERIEENHE (E4R%)
I E A > R B E AN G BRI M BT HEERE D2 — R (5 A6 2R R (E
WREARITHEE —EEST ) - A > WATHE (R A 17 e 2 62 & M
AFRAHEERELRFAZABRAZEGEENERE S TREAZ T > K
MEREMEMERAORZEZNFEILBEEREG  AEHILE > RAEEE
EER T WMAETHEEES - AE2#R > KM —cEZAEGREHVHEL -
GHIEEEEETER > TE—ALIREFESH - B E— KB T #EM
MHZEgRHWER  THRREUGE-EEZEMMANEE A LMERE
5 MR HEE -

‘I

AR E—ERE EBAEESZMESRH - WARARER (EAREK)
BT FEEEEEHETERE B2 ZEREFEMNE - HMHUER



g — 2000 128 20 H
100 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 20 December 2000

0 o

EER - At WMLAMEREAENHAZEG THRREBERILETE 3
FEAEETEE EMAES -  REBREERERREY RS ER _EILEER
BEER > FEEDEMEFEREANIE  EHEE > bl WMEREET—
LA T - AR WM E &E G -

il

/

i o SR R E IR E R T 5 A B AR I A A Rk R 2 ' R E TSR
FIZWHEEMELENES » EFRFLES DL - DL EE P AR 28
1 W B E MR A A - 2R £ A R RE £ H — 20 22 A B U Y A S
H A IH BF 2 45 R L3R A P 48 HH RO RE R ¢ BRI BR JE A A R AF BB | SCHS
GHl > FHEZEZMNAZBEGEZE  WR MR R A E R H— E & AF 6
HEHEBFE  NZEREFAEAENAEZETEERIERZ 2O
515 J AT ST A B A B R 1T B R MR RE T o 0 E BE R () 21T 22 0 RY [E
e Rk MESEERNVEBRENE T -

SROEERRT > HARMERAKFNERFDARARESZ - T LRZM
AR - HIESGFE SR > 5 RITBE AT XFER ERK
=T RZ > e &M EXRIFEFEEL 7@ & aEE - R T A AEREER
MRS > HMBEAHEEEREERBRETEENE S HEZR 1M
H &P ERKRMEEEL  BUFEH rE#E - WAREILIEZRT AREAAN
P iE > AAEICRELy - SNEEB A =R - WM AR EWIRE LFE > TR E
AR IEE TIE - (HA — B AT LIERAYE » HATIRE O A & 8 i 58 2
TEERANGEANE - Wit EREER > RABBGER > B EMERE
— R KRB ILGEFEENERHEZEGNHE AR ERM - k5 KHE
5 RAEMRAIKERE AREZEGRHEEAN FREZEHAEH
BEEMEMMER  BAOMEEHE - S -~ HAHENER > HEFRREHE
HEENEE N#E SR REGAGHARAEEERHEZEFNWHBILRE -
SRR RESE - A HRKFEETHROVER > IEO0RI > BB
{A] 5 ) B oL 2= -

WREIL gt - BT -

ERE 2GR HME

iyl
&
i

i

TEH

Tl
~

(REZHEEREE)



g — 2000 128 20 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 20 December 2000 101

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, I have
noted the comments made by the Honourable Miss Margaret NG, the
Honourable Miss Emily LAU and the Honourable Albert HO. 1 shall, of
course, discuss their comments with the Chief Justice and the Judiciary. I am
very sorry that Miss Emily LAU is unable to support the resolution, although I
understand her underlying concern. Her concern is that there should be a
higher standard of transparency. But at the same time, I am sure that none of us
would wish to see the judicial officer's appointment being politicized. I shall be
very happy to discuss Members' comments with the Chief Justice. I am sure
that the information gathering exercise in which the Panel is now engaged will
also provide additional information. I promise to consider this very carefully.
Thank you.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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PHANBERITERGLEHERR -
Mr LEE Cheuk-yan rose to claim a division.
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Functional Constituencies:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, 21
against it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were
present, 14 were in favour of the amendment and 10 against it. Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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" Amongst our fundamental human rights there are without doubt, the rights of peaceful
assembly and public protest and the right to public order and tranquility. Civilised
living collapses — it is obvious — if public protest becomes violent protest or
public order degenerates into the quietism imposed by successful oppression. But
the problem is more complex than a choice between two extremes — one, a right to
protest whenever and wherever you will and the other, a right to continuous calm
upon our streets unruffled by the noise and obstructive pressure of the protesting
procession.

A balance has to be struck, a compromise found that will accommodate the exercise
of the right to protest within a framework of public order which enables ordinary
citizens who are not protesting to go about their business and pleasure without
obstruction or inconvenience."
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, Mr Fred LI, took the Chair.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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1. "I am definitely for this motion, which has served Hong Kong very well with only three
queries and one objection in over 6 000 demonstrations in the past three years. I have
discussed this with more than 10 of my colleagues and they are for the motion."
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2. "I am in favour of passing the motion of the Secretary for Security on retaining the
present Public Order Ordinance. I think that these days, a vocal minority of society has
used the individual's right/freedom of expression to excess, so much so that the interest
of the silent majority is ignored."

3. "I agree with the Government's motion. I believe that freedom is not without limit."

FH] IR 3 2 Y B RAR B

1. "I personally believe that as society is getting more open, we should have less restriction
is voicing out our values. Public protesting is one of the ways to express our views to
the public."

2. "Whether a public meeting is legal or not should not be dependent on the number of

participants or notification beforehand. A public meeting is legal if the activities of the
participants do not break the law. However, if the participants destroy properties of the
Government or other people, they should be charged. The number of participants or
notification beforehand does not count."
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, scenes of protesters waving banners
and chanting slogans have become part of the daily life of Hong Kong. Indeed,
we should be glad that there is still freedom of protests in Hong Kong. And
since the handover, there have been 6 900 protests.

No one will disagree that the right to peaceful demonstration should be
respected. It is a fundamental right guaranteed by the Basic Law. Article 27
of the Basic Law reads: "Hong Kong residents shall have freedom of speech, of
the press and of publication; freedom of association, of assembly, of procession
and of demonstration; and the right and freedom to form and join trade unions,
and to strike."

But when we exercise our right, should we not follow some regulations so
that no district will be paralyzed because of too many protests taking place at the
same time? Should we not follow some rules so that no inconveniences will be
put to others?

To enable the insurance sector to have a better understanding of the Public
Order Ordinance, I have arranged five luncheons inviting different guests to
speak to insurance practitioners. The speakers included officials from the
Security Bureau, who are also here this evening, and my colleagues from the
Democratic Party. Most participants of the luncheons share the view that a
balance should be maintained between public order and freedom of protests.
Everyone has a right to protest, but a mechanism is also needed to ensure public
order.

The notification system is not to scare away demonstrators but to ensure
that the police will have a better assessment of traffic and security control in
advance. This is to make sure that the assembly or procession will take place
smoothly and peacefully.
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We cannot tolerate a society without any law and order. A mechanism is
required to maintain the balance between the right of an individual and the
society as a whole. Although there is not much argument that a balance should
be maintained, there are queries on whether the current system is being
implemented smoothly.

More than 300 demonstrations since the handover did not have notices of
no objection. Only five cases were singled out. And the police did not arrest
anyone until recently. We could not help asking why these cases were singled
out. Are there any criteria in arresting the protesters? What is the standard?
Is the standard made known to the public?

The police on the one hand warn that a demonstration without notification
is illegal, but they on the other hand tolerate most of those illegal demonstrators.
The police are being challenged by the so-called illegal protesters. What
message is being sent to our community? How are the police going to carry out
their job in future?

Other questions such as whether the penalty is too harsh, whether the
seven days' notice is too long, whether the system is transparent enough and
whether the appeal system is operating fairly are also subject to debate. The
debate, however, should be rational. But it seems that the debate in the
community nowadays is far from constructive.

The issue has become a war of words, just like this evening. One will be
called pro-democracy if he supports amending the Ordinance. And those who
want to preserve the Ordinance will be called royalists. That is not fair.
Many of us in the insurance sector care about as much the freedom of speech and
the freedom of demonstration. But a balance should be maintained.

The society is polarized and the atmosphere is filled with hostility. Is this
the society that the people of Hong Kong desire? This is rather sad.

I believe most people think that the current arrangement is acceptable.
And saying so does not mean that we give up our right of demonstration, neither
does it mean that we do not care about our freedom of speech. There is always
room for improvement.
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Madam President, demonstrations in Hong Kong have been peaceful. No
one would like to see riots like the one that happened early this month in France,
when protesters rallied outside a conference centre where European leaders met
for a unity summit. No one would like to see the anti-globalization riot which
broke out during a World Trade Organization meeting in Seattle last year.

Like other businessmen, I treasure the stability of Hong Kong. Only a
stable environment can promote business and bring Hong Kong to prosperity.
Thank you.
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Suspended accordingly at seventeen minutes to Midnight.
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Annex IV
DUTIABLE COMMODITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for the Treasury

Clause Amendment Proposed
1 (@) In the heading, by adding "and commencement" after
"title".

(b) By renumbering the clause as clause 1(1).
(c) By adding -

"(2) This Ordinance shall come into
operation on 1 February 2001.".



