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OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
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Wednesday, 10 January 2001
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The Council met at half-past Two o'clock
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THE HONOURABLE DONALD TSANG YAM-KUEN, J.P.
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
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THE SECRETARY FOR JUSTICE
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B2 XM
TABLING OF PAPERS

NI IRE CRREBAAN) 2B 21 28 (2 FEyHUE f2 2 ¢

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

i &g = P SCE ey NSy oE

(2000 F &9 i i (RS AR SE W) B9 = AT )

(FB258) NE) oo 36872000
(2001 ot (BRI HOID) ...l 1/2001

(2001 FEEY (G & H 5 &2 F 46D

(BER) (BT BEI) ..., 2/2001
(2001 FEVMERERTEN (B3T) HE1) ......... 3/2001
(2001 FEBRBEAEM (&) (EBFT) HE) ..., 4/2001
(2001 Tk ERE (EETHER3) &) ... .. 5/2001
(2001 FAERBAG (BETHFER 1) &) ... .. 6/2001

(2001 st e (R (BEEE K EFF) (BET)
FLBL) 7/2001

(2000 Emdb 5 (R GRELFFERE)
(BET) HAL) oo 8/2001

(2000 37 (REM—EHEKREHHE)
(BET) (28 MAT) ... 9/2001

(2001 FREMEZ: (FIR) &) .o i 10/2001
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Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

Antiquities and Monuments (Declaration of Historical

Buildings) (No. 2) Notice 2000..................... 368/2000
Dairies (Amendment) Regulation 2001 ..................... 1/2001
Plant (Importation and Pest Control) (Fees) (Amendment)

Regulation 2001 ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiien.. 2/2001
Pounds Fees (Amendment) Regulation 2001 .............. 3/2001

Veterinary Surgeons Registration (Fees) (Amendment)
Regulation 2001 ..........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiene, 4/2001

Dangerous Dogs Regulation (Amendment of Schedule 3)
Notice 2001 ...ooviiriiiii e 5/2001

Rabies Regulation (Amendment of Schedule 1)
Notice 2001 ... 6/2001

Estate Agents (Registration of Determination and Appeal)

(Amendment) Regulation 2001...................... 7/2001
Commodities Trading (Trading Limits and Position Limits)

(Amendment) Rules 2000 ...............cceeeeennn... 8/2001
Securities (Exchange—Traded Stock Options) (Amendment)

(No. 2) Rules 2000........ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiieinenns 9/2001
Tax Reserve Certificates (Rate of Interest)

Notice 2001 ... 10/2001

HAth S
Fo565% — ZO0O0EO—HEFE_-=F
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#HoTHE — BEEAEE
1999 & 2000 & & 4F &

F 85 — HEBEEHELZEGTFW
1999-2000
Other Papers
No.56 — Report of changes to the approved Estimates of

Expenditure approved during the second quarter of 2000-
01 (Public Finance Ordinance : Section 8)

No. 57 — Police Welfare Fund
Annual Report 1999/2000

No. 58 — Consumer Council
Annual Report 1999-2000

e S HAOBEE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

ERSURE > SREBELEFN S+ —MHAABRTHE -—REHE - HAHEAE
REFEFF T - b‘fif‘%ﬂémﬁﬁ’]%@uﬁz‘d’ﬁﬁﬂéﬁ’]@ﬁ [F] o HAE
EETMMBEARZAERNR BEMTEN—F -

fﬁE%EEEEIE CE TTE’JH%:FE?I~H§ET%§@*{¥/J\H%% SIS
BEHIME 15 o - A B EREM A EAREENG A AEERE#HT
E R Y 5 R AR

APEBNRMBASIKE
Level of Rents of PRH Units

1, RERBRE  IF HRFELAG ( "BFZE™ )BETLHBEEEL
( "B ) WHEZAKF B EEMAT -
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b £ B
EHFRELZAY
HEAREFHEN -BR (BEERE D KECHEE)
B2 20004 9 H 30 H
185 H 2 % B 17 = A H R
(FH R
R iR & mA 7 /)
1. W~ 7~ A8 1965 1971 39. 39 7.85
2. 1970 1984 42. 80 32.67
3. KA 1957 1991 78. 87 7.85
4. T=F8 1979 1986 67.91 28.06
5. T Al 1979 1988 68. 38 20.90
6. Y & 1984 1992 54. 38 9.41
7. TEE = 1992 2000 52.66 10.53
8. R0 AR AL 1993 2000 52.63 16.98
9. ¥4l 1977 1983 51.44 22.02
10. AHE & AU 1960 2000 50. 20 11.28
11. T4 1981 1983 39.58 32.24
12. H AR 1957 2000 60.12 7.95
G
EEFEWE
B A — B Fe (&5 % Bl 48 0 R B8 AL 1 )
B2 20004 9 H 30 H
B 55 1 % KA (7 = A H R
(FGF R
R iR & mA % /)
1. BH#ERE 1962 1978 53.5 16.5
2. fERREN 1965 1993 39.5 16.5
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B 55 % KA (7 = A H R
(FHFRD)
R iR & mA % /)
3. [B)TEAR 1975 1976 56 25
4. BEEHE 1967 1968 51.5 23
5. MWOLH 1962 1965 51 15
6. BE#ItE 1991 1991 46. 5 16
7. FKMEAS 1984 1993 58.5 17
8. ZEERHN 1970 1974 56.5 18.5
9. HEZEZEN 1965 1966 43.5 26
10. BEEIEE KR E 1965 1990 54 19
11. WRTEE 1996 1996 38.5 15.5
12. W% R [E 1964 1965 49 20.5
13. 7T 178 B8 1989 1989 44.5 19.5
14. BHKRE 1996 1996 50 16.5
15. 7iH & 1 1977 1981 71 16
16. FE=IEE 1991 1991 47 27
17. Z B 1981 1982 44.5 18.5
18. ¥ [ ¥ 1 1984 1986 42.5 17
19. 2 E L= 1997 1997 43 20.5
20. YO UE AR 1988 1991 54 21
P £ P
EHFRELZAE
MEAHEARE-BER (BEAKGBEY - #FERELEE)
B2 20004 9 H 30 H
B 5% B Ak H 127 B2 B8 H
(#F"H)
1. FHE A 1995/08 2 1 351
2. REW 1994/05 2 1 511
3. BAZ 1996/09 2 1 567
4. =g 2000/07 1 731
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B 5% 1 B Atk H 2 T8 5 5 # B8 H
(FH)

5. & H 1997/09 3 1 664
6. &M 2000/02 2 1 254
(AR 1999/09 1 493
8. Al 3 HH 1999/02 7 4 367
9. {8 1993/05 6 4 271
10. 8 5 1996/05 4 2 151
11. 8% — 1999/12 2 1 518
12. 3% i S 1995/03 3 2 045
13. B S 1997/05 3 2 355
14. ZE 1998/03 3 2 279
15. ZE 55 1993/03 4 2 850
16. < B S 1996/09 1 253
17. 2 3% B 48 1993/03 7 4 786
18. & S 1993/02 4 2 453
19. 151 1994/12 2 914
20. L AL 1993/03 5 1 438
21. |2 1993/11 5 3 632
22. & & W 1994/12 4 1 640
23. BL R fef — S 1999/10 3 2 317
24. BLA M A 1999/01 1 485
25. B HLp 1994/01 5 916
26. HY fE= ] 1996/05 2 1 561
27. ZE R 1994/06 8 5 492
28. H H 2000/06 7 2 769
29. ¥ H 1996/12 7 5 521
30. 7 & — D 1994/11 2 1 515
31. 13 B — W 1994/12 2 1 321
32. 75 1% B — S 1993/12 2 823
33. FH R = 1996/03 2 1 582
34. /N7 8 S 1993/05 3 2 008
35. A AR 1998/06 7 5 153
36. 7 & B A 1996/03 3 2 490
37. #IEW] 1993/07 7 5 259
38. & LEf 1995/10 9 5 951
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5% B Ak H 127 B2 B8 H
(#F"H)

39. FEE 1994/10 3 2 043
40. K — 1B 1993/01 1 633
41, K 1993/03 6 3 823
42. Z2 [t R 1S 1995/08 4 3 158
43. K ¥ — S 1992/12 T 4 615
44. K B 1993/11 5 3 170
45. R EL 1997/05 4 3 392
46. FH & 1997/12 4 3 036
47, REEA] 2000/01 4 3 207
48. K& [ 1993/05 3 2 156
49. JC N R 1999/10 3 2 397
50. .0 A 1995/09 2 1 481
51. f& U ffy B 1994/12 4 1 768
52. B AT 1994/12 7 3 158
53. R 30 2000705 2 1 591
4. WAL 1994/03 11 5 305

i 2 213 135 619

RS HEH =
Development of New Landfills
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Medical Blunders in Public Hospitals
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A B 7K Rl X 4 09 8% 5t R
Faulty Design of Watercloset System in PRH Estates
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Control of Advertisement Signboards
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Landscaping of Government Slopes
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M EEICRAE AL - il Bt PCEAEER > RMLESEEREENR -
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SR TN FERER
Utilization of Government House

15, MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, will the Government inform
this Council:

(@) of the total number of events held at Government House in the past
two years, with a breakdown by the type of events and by whether
they were held during daytime or in the evening; and

(b)  whether it has recently reviewed if Government House could be open
more frequently to tourists?

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President,

(@) A total of 162 and 194 events were held in Government House in
1999 and 2000 respectively. The following is a breakdown by the
types of events and by whether they were held during daytime or in
the evening:
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(b)

1999 2000
Daytime Evening Daytime Evening

Breakfast/luncheon events 60 81
Dinners 52 53

Ceremonial functions/ 50 60
receptions/meetings/
community activities

Sub total 110 52 141 53
Total 162 194

Government House is an official venue used by the Chief Executive
and by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (SAR) to receive visiting dignitaries and to hold important
official and ceremonial functions. Organizations that meet certain
criteria may also apply to use Government House to hold events that
are of benefit to the community. In addition, Government House is
open four times a year to public visits. In the past two years, over
95 000 members of the public visited Government House during
these open days.

In view of the operational requirement and the need to maintain the
status and security of Government House for holding important
official and ceremonial functions by the SAR Government, we
currently have no plans to open it more frequently to tourists.
However, we will keep it under review and will consider
arrangements that will facilitate tourist visits to Government House
while addressing the operational and security needs of the building.

HEEiRE B A
Effectiveness of Education Television Programmes

16, BIBEBME : T/ WREEER BT & EMET :

(—) BESFE HEBEBWAHEFNRFEN
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Regulation of Advertisements and Signboards Relating to Chinese Medicine
Practice
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(2000 =8 E (f257) EHAEE)
EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000
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Bill read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

EEE
Second Reading of Bill

EREExE -

(2000 =8 E (f257) EHAEE)
EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President, I
move that the Education (Amendment) Bill 2000 be read the Second time.

The Education Ordinance and the Education Regulations regulate the
operation of schools and their teaching activities. The Bill updates the
Ordinance and the Regulations which were last reviewed and amended in 1993.
It consists of a miscellany of amendments which aim to delete archaic provisions,
remove unnecessary restrictions on schools, and streamline administrative
procedures. For example:

- Clause 5 removes the statutory requirement to issue each school
manager with a certificate, which will help to reduce non-essential
administrative work.

- Clauses 17 and 18 reduce the frequency of fire drills and the
maintenance of fire equipment in schools to a more practical, yet
safe, level.
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Clause 23 removes the requirement to register students' associations
with the Director of Education.

The Bill also includes a number of amendments to safeguard the rights of
parents and students, and to facilitate more effective enforcement of the

Ordinance.

For example:

Clause 14 prohibits the publication of any advertisement containing
false or misleading information including course contents and
teachers' qualifications. At present, the Ordinance only proscribes
false advertisements in relation to a school's premises and
registration status. We further propose to increase the penalty
from a fine of $25,000 to $100,000.

Clause 10 empowers school inspectors to demand proof of identity
and personal particulars of any person found in school premises
where illegal activities are suspected. This will facilitate further
investigation or prosecution work.

Clause 15(e) relaxes the time limit for taking out prosecution. At
present, prosecution must take place within six months from the date
an offence is committed. Some offences may not be brought to the
attention of the authority immediately. We, therefore, propose to
start the countdown of six months from the date the offence comes
to the notice of the Education Department instead.

Madam President, I commend the Bill to Honourable Members.
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Mr LAU Chin-shek rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, 13 were in favour of the motion and 12 against it;
while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, four were in
favour of the motion and 24 against it.  Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion was negatived.
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Rig (BERERMGEG) BBAREE
PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE INTERPRETATION AND
GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, 17 were in favour of the motion and eight
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 11
were in favour of the motion and 17 against it. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
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Mr LAU Chin-shek rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, 18 were in favour of the motion and seven
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 16
were in favour of the motion and 12 against it. Since the question was agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore
declared that the motion was carried.
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Mr LAU Chin-shek rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, 21 were in favour of the motion and four against
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 23 were in
favour of the motion and five against it. Since the question was agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion was carried.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, 13 were in favour of the motion and 12 against it;
while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 28 were present, Six were in
favour of the motion and 21 against it.  Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion was negatived.
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MR TIMOTHY FOK: Madam Deputy, my constituency stands for healthy
living. I, therefore, fully endorse the motion today seeking a total ban on
smoking in public places. I will not expound on the positive effects of such a
ban, which has already been adopted in Hong Kong in government buildings,
theatres, concert halls and passenger airlines. I shall leave the explaining to
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my Legislative Council colleagues. What we are trying to accomplish is to
catch up with other communities, such as some American states and Canadian
provinces, which have such a ban. They have seen a dramatic decline in
smoking and cost saving in health care related to the treatment of illnesses caused
by the habit. We can expect the same.

My constituents have also made the biggest sacrifice for the campaign
against smoking. We pay the price in having lost $25 million per year worth of
tobacco sponsorship when this Council elected to outlaw such funding. Four
years on, we still have not recouped the loss or found an alternative source of
income.

Our financial situation is dire as a result. Once, we in sport and art could
count on three steady sources of revenue. We had government funding which
came through for sports through the Sports Development Board and for the arts
through the Arts Development Council. We had the patronage of the Urban
Council. We also had the tobacco industry, the product of which we did not
approve but the funding of which we had relied on.

Now, the Urban Council is history and its resources, including the income
from rates, have gone into the general treasury. Now we must compete against
other groups for a share of that money, and we are disadvantaged in lobbying
because we are not perceived to be as important or worthy as the other policy
priorities, such as education and health care. This is despite sport and art being
integral to education and beneficial to health. Now we are deprived of tobacco
sponsorship and without the means to market and brand ourselves so that we may
tap other corporate sources of income. We have become in a way a ward of the
Government and the role of a supplicant is not one that anybody should envy.

We support the ban on smoking in public places. We encourage smokers
to wean themselves from the addiction. We will carry this message with us
everywhere we go. But we also appeal to the Financial Secretary not to
overlook our needs in his next Budget due in March. May we, with diffidence,
ask that he would consider setting aside a percentage of the government levy on
cigarettes for the funding of sport and art. This way, our various sports and arts
can develop and attract more participants, who can in turn lead healthy and
creative lives.

Madam Deputy, with those remarks, I support the motion.
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DR DAVID LI: Madam Deputy, I would like to thank the Honourable Bernard
CHAN for putting this matter before the Legislative Council. I believe that it is
important to send a clear message that this Council supports effective measures
to extend the ban on smoking in public areas. Our long-term goal must be to
extend the freedom to breathe smoke-free air to all who want it.

Over the past 20 years, the Government has moved carefully and
deliberately to expand the smoke-free environment. It first banned smoking on
buses and in cinemas. Most recently, this Council passed the Smoking (Public
Health) Ordinance, the first comprehensive attempt to limit smoking. It is now
time to pick up the momentum.

The motion before us calls for the Government to conduct studies on the
necessity for, and the feasibility of, designating more public places as no-
smoking areas. This is a very broad, and very apt, statement. If the
Government takes up this proposal, we will have a comprehensive list of public
areas that may be designated as no-smoking areas. We will have an
understanding of the problems involved in implementing a no-smoking policy in
these areas. And we will also have a good sense of public views on this issue.

However, we must not sit idly while the Government studies the issue.
There is a clear case for speedy action to extend the ban on smoking in public
areas right now. The ill effects of smoking and passive smoking are well
known. Smoking is no longer just a nuisance. It is a serious public health
issue.

To date, the most strenuous objections to a widening of the ban have come
from the restaurant trade. The common argument is that extending the ban to
restaurants will harm their business.

That may be a reason to continue the slow and steady approach adopted by
our Government. However, I believe that the current rules on no-smoking
areas in restaurants are not effective at all. While they may be a useful step on
the road to a complete ban, the measures satisfy no one. Enforcement is
difficult, and Hong Kong's efficient air-conditioning systems ensure that all
smoke is evenly distributed to all diners in short order.

A complete ban on smoking in restaurants would be easier to administer
than the current system, and would be welcomed by millions of non-smokers in



g — 2000F 1R 10H
126 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 10 January 2001

Hong Kong. It would also be welcomed by our tourists, many of whom come
from countries which already restrict smoking in restaurants. The impact on
the restaurant trade could very well be positive.

Even more urgently needed, however, is the action on smoking in the
workplace. An individual can choose whether or not to patronize a certain
restaurant. At work, there is little or no choice. Day in and day out, many are
forced to breathe the second-hand smoke of their colleagues. Now that the ill
effects of passive smoking are well-known, how can we, in all conscience,
ignore their plight? The time has come to extend the ban on smoking in public
areas to the workplace.

The debate is no longer over whether smoking is a public health hazard.
It is over how to limit the ill effects of smoking. The matter deserves urgent
attention.

Madam Deputy, I am pleased to support Mr Bernard CHAN's motion.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 23 were present, 18 were in favour of the amendment, two
against it and three abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections and by the FElection
Committee, 24 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment, five against
it and 10 abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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Prof NG Ching-fai rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment, 11
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 22 were
present, seven were in favour of the amendment, 12 against it and two abstained.
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr Andrew CHENG rose to claim a division.

ERE WERERBERLTARR - RREBGE 1 9#F -



g — 2000F 1R 10H
192 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 10 January 2001

R RAEMBRR -

TR ESAUEZHEMEROERR - MR EHE > REEERR > ILERAG

T fe E 42 ¢

Functional Constituencies:

THHHEA  HILRES  AERRKE
%E%f% PR E - WA EEE - &

CBlIEEEE > BEOLEE - RFA
I%%‘%A,\&

At E BN -

Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, 17 were in favour of the amendment, one
against it and three abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections and by the FElection
Committee, 22 were present, 18 were in favour of the amendment and three
against it. Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the two
groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was
carried.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-six minutes past Eleven o"clock.



