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TABLING OF PAPERS

AN TR (FEEFRAN) 5 21 BRE (D MBIHE R :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:
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AN = R 38/2001

Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

Specification of Arrangements (Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh Concerning Air
Services) (Double Taxation) Order................. 32/2001
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Commodities Trading (Trading Limits and Position
Limits) (Amendment) Rules 2001 ..................

Tax Reserve Certificates (Rate of Interest) (No. 2)
Notice 2001 ...,

Entertainment Special Effects Ordinance (Cap. 560)
(Commencement) Notice 2001 ......................

Entertainment Special Effects (General) Regulation
(L.N. 354 of 2000) (Commencement)
Notice 2001 ...,

Entertainment Special Effects (Fees) Regulation
(L.N. 355 of 2000) (Commencement)
Notice 2001 ...,

Entertainment Special Effects Materials List Regulation
(L.N. 356 of 2000) (Commencement)
Notice 2001 ....oiviiiiii i,
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Other Papers

No. 59

No. 60

BT 5T R A ¥ 1999-2000

BHE_ZEZZFE /\H=T—HRINFEE
HH S H R B EZIRE K TE KM

Hong Kong Council for Academic Accreditation
Annual Report 1999-2000

Audited Financial Statements and Programme of Activities
of the Hong Kong Examinations Authority for the year
ending 31 August 2000
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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MAAMBERSERMNIRIESE
Environmental Pollution Caused by West New Territories Landfill
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FREEEES
International Events Fund

5. DR DAVID LI: Madam President, regarding the International Events
Fund (IEF), which was established in 1998 to support the staging of international
events in Hong Kong as a means to promote tourism, will the Government inform
this Council of:

(@)

(b)

(©)

the assessment criteria adopted by the authorities for deciding
whether to support an event through the IEF;

the events the IEF has supported to date, the main terms and
conditions of support in respect of each event, and the amount still
available now; and

the number of visitors and amount of tourism receipts which have
been brought to Hong Kong by such funded events?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President,

(@)

The IEF was established in the form of a five-year revolving
government loan facility of $100 million for the Hong Kong Tourist
Association (HKTA) to promote international events in Hong Kong.
A Steering Committee was set up to oversee the management of the
IEF.

The primary objectives of the IEF are to assist in the promotion of
events in Hong Kong which have international appeal and which
help attract visitor arrivals and enhance the image of Hong Kong as
the Events Capital of Asia. It may provide three different types of
financial support to organizers of international events, including
upfront equity injection, grants and loans, which may charge
interest at a commercial rate, a concessionary rate or be interest-free.
In addition, the IEF can provide assistance in kinds, such as
publicity and marketing programmes overseas and in Hong Kong to
help enhance the events' publicity and ticket sales.
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(b)

Having regard to the primary objectives of the IEF, the IEF Steering
Committee and the HKTA have drawn up a set of assessment
criteria for providing support to individual events. While each
application is considered on its own merits, events which meet one
or more of the following guidelines would be considered to have
merits in meeting the IEF objectives if they:

(1)  are exclusive to Hong Kong or, in the case of a regional tour,
starting the tour in Hong Kong, (or in certain cases ending in
Hong Kong);

(i)  will attract international television coverage;

(iii) are regular events or events which have the potential to
develop into annual events;

(iv) bear the words "Hong Kong" in the event title in the case of
regular events;

(v) take place over a period of certain days or months; or if they
are one or two-day events, have the potential to attract
audience in excess of 10 000;

(vi) take place at a time of the year which compliment the Hong
Kong tourism business cycle; and

(vil) contain other attractions which meet the IEF funding
objectives.

In addition, funding support will only be awarded if the IEF
Steering Committee and the HKTA are satisfied with the viability of
the event proposal, the budget submitted and the ability of the event
organizer to deliver the event as outlined in the application.

To date, the IEF has extended support to 12 events of a wide variety
covering sports, entertainment and exhibitions. A cumulative total
of HK$24.7 million interest-bearing loans has been granted. The
IEF support in respect of these events are briefly summarized in the
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(©)

Annex tabled to Members. Around HK$93 million is still available
to support future events.

The HKTA has not conducted individual assessment on each of the
events which received IEF support, since separate assessments were
made in respect of the effectiveness of the Spotlight Hong Kong
programme, under which all IEF supported events are also
promoted. (I should mention that Spotlight Hong Kong is an
umbrella programme for promoting events in overseas markets.)
In respect of the first four events listed in the Annex and the Hong
Kong's EuroChristmas, about 41 000 overseas visitors were
attracted to visit Hong Kong. Based on the average per capita
spending of tourists in the year when the event was held, the HKTA
estimated that some HK$190 million tourism receipt had been
generated.

Apart from quantifying benefits from individual events, the presence
of events of international standing in general also brings intangible
benefits to Hong Kong. These events help maintain Hong Kong's
overall attractiveness as a tourist destination. They also increase
international publicity on Hong Kong.

Annex
Support Granted by IEF

Proposals Type of Support Amount
(Granting Date)

Samsung Action Asia Challenge Interest-bearing loan HK$175,000
(Adventure Sports) (28 August 1998)

Celine DION in Hong Kong Concert Interest-bearing loan HK$4,000,000

(23 October 1998)

A Sentimental Journey Interest-bearing loan HK$4,000,000
(Drama) (28 August 1998)
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10.

11.

12.

Proposals

The Manulife Cup South China
(HK) vs Manchester United (UK)
(Soccer)

Spirit of Flight Exhibition

The Power Slam
(Basketball Competition)

Hong Kong F1 Powerboat
Grand Prix

HK Action EXPO - Asia '99
(Sports Exhibition, Competitions

and Workshops)

Cable & Wireless HKT: Air
Supply Valentine Concert 2000

Hong Kong's EuroChristmas

Interactive Digital and

Electronic Entertainment Expo 2001

The Legendary Peter, Paul and
Mary Live in Hong Kong 2001
(Concert)

Type of Support
(Granting Date)

Interest-bearing loan

(31 March 1999)

Interest-bearing loan
(6 March 1999)

Interest-bearing loan

(14 April 1999)

Interest-bearing loan
(29 September 1998)

Interest-bearing loan
(13 January 1999)
Interest-bearing loan

(21 September 1999)

A grant
(21 October 1999)

Interest-bearing loan
(8 September 2000)

Interest-bearing loan
(25 July 2000)

Amount

HK$4,000,000

HK$7,800,000

HK$2,000,000

HK$1,000,000

HK$500,000

HK$500,000

HK$68,982.4

HK$200,000

HK$500,000
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, would the Secretary for Economic Services
inform this Council of the reasons for the bad debt provision of HK$13.92 million
on the operation of the IEF in the HKTA account for the year 1999-2000, and
whether the HKTA expects to repay to the Government the outstanding loan in
full by November 2003?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President, the amount
of bad debts as mentioned by Dr the Honourable David LI arose in the event of
organizers' inability to actually stage the events in Hong Kong, either because
their certain partnership with other organizers fell through or that they have not
been able to take the business proposal or business plan forward. These are the
main reasons for the bad debts mentioned by the Honourable Member.

As regards the payment of the loan, if we go back to the Finance
Committee's approval of the loan itself, in five year's time, the HKTA will be
required to repay the entire capital to the Government. For each year, a simple
interest rate of 5% is also payable.

BRBR L RRERBELEEEFEIEGFE LTEHEEFZELEF
FEF R 5| B FXF R0 iE - B FH R > HEHERIE SR EER
B ETH B AT RET LI EYIE - WHFFEERRER 5 — L& IHE
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RERRE: XF BHEEHRMENREYEEEEEE B EEE
MEENEEENRE  EREGN - HEE BERETY  BEEINE
R EEBHOEGE (IR D HE o M 7E S e T 5 B A (F
MR ERE B R e S E o R R
K -

WBRBR - £ RAGHTEHE - B I 7 58 A A 19 1 9 7 A
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MR MARTIN LEE: Madam President, would the Secretary please enlighten
this Council how it is possible to assess how many tourists have been attracted to
come to Hong Kong by specific events, because they might have come to Hong
Kong not because of these events, but in spite of them. One of the examples
given was the wonderful match between South China and Manchester United.
Now | would certainly doubt whether any people would have come to Hong Kong
just for that match.

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES:Madam President, I would not
venture into estimating who is a footballer and who would support which football
team, and to what extent would a football team attract so many visitors for a
particular match when there could be a host of other reasons. I agree with the
Honourable Member that there is not a precise science that we can pinpoint a
particular visitor's sole purpose or objective of visiting Hong Kong. But we do
conduct surveys and we do ask visitors for their broad reasons in visiting Hong
Kong.

As a matter of interest, the Honourable Member may wish to note that on a
separate survey on the visitors in 2000, actually 40% of our visitors indicated
that they are interested in performing arts. Another 16% specifically mentioned
that they are interested in cultural and exhibition activities. And another 13%
mentioned that they are quite interested in sporting activities in Hong Kong.
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I am no statistician, but there are ways of collecting information which
may not be a precise science, but it does give us a little benchmark and a rough
estimate as to how many of our visitors actually came at that time solely or partly
for a particular reason or a particular event.
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MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, when the IEF was established two
and a half years ago, it was hailed as a mechanism to pull Hong Kong out of
tourism doldrums. But in the Annex that the Secretary has supplied to us, there
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IS no application for interest-free loan which, | believe, does come under the
criteria, and there is only one grant which meets the eligibility criteria mentioned
by the Secretary, but granting only a pitiful amount of $68,000.

Thus, | would like to ask the Government, in view of the only two and a
half years left to fully utilize the IEF to achieve the original purpose, whether the
criteria need to be reviewed so that support in the form of interest-free loans or
grants perhaps could be materialized?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President, the Steering
Committee determines whether a loan should be interest-free or, if interest is to
be charged, the rate of interest and at what level. From what I understand, the
Steering Committee evaluates the risk of the event itself as a business concern,
applies its criteria and determines whether interest ought to be charged.

At the same time, bearing in mind that the loan itself is a revolving
government loan, the HKTA has to pay to the Government a simple interest of
5%. It will be for the Steering Committee to determine how it is going to
reconcile interest-free loans with its obligations to the Government. I will
reflect this view to the HKTA and the Steering Committee.

/

I
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EE  BANEE

BRBFAERASEBRARRBHE TR
Use of Staffing Service of Employment Agencies by Government
Departments
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REBELFLENMBES N
Financial Analysis of Proposed Public Works

15. MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, regarding the financial
analysis of proposed public works, will the Government inform this Council of:

()

(b)

the respective discount rates used for cashflow analysis of large
projects such as the Hong Kong Disneyland, Cyberport and railway
projects; and

the reasons for any discrepancies, if any, in the discount rates used
among the above projects?

SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY: Madam President,

(@)

(b)

Before the Government decides whether to invest in a large project,
we will assess its financial viability. We will work out the
proposed project's internal rate of return (IRR) by comparing the
revenue stream over the period of the project's operational life with
the initial investment to be made. We will determine whether the
derived IRR for the proposed project is acceptable. Apart from the
financial viability of a project, we will also consider other factors,
such as the project's economic costs and benefits. Each project has
to be evaluated on a case by case basis after taking into account its
financial viability and economic benefits. As a general rule, the
Government tends to consider a financial IRR in the region of 8% to
10% as an acceptable minimum for investment. However, the
private sector or statutory public corporations participating in a
public works project will need to ensure that the IRR is
commercially acceptable to them.

The IRR of a project is determined by its own operating cashflow
projection as determined by its estimated project cost, ongoing
capital expenditure, operating cost and other revenues. Therefore,
the IRR can vary from project to project. The Government will
decide whether the IRR is acceptable or not based on the merits of
individual projects after considering other factors, such as the
economic costs and benefits.
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Provision of Further Education Opportunities for People with Disabilities
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Licensing Work of Travel Agents Registry

18. MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, regarding the licensing
work of the Travel Agents Registry, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of a breakdown of the annual costs incurred in the last three years
by the Registry in respect of its licensing work, and the percentage
of costs recovered from the relevant levies and fees; and
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(b)

whether it has conducted any management audit on the correct staff
establishment for discharging its licensing function?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President,

(@)

The annual cost, revenue and cost recovery ratio of the Travel
Agents Registry in respect of licensing work for financial years
1999-2000 and 2000-01, are as follows:

($m) ($m)
1999-2000 2000-01
(estimated)

Cost

Staff Costs 5.1 5.2

Departmental Expenses 0.2 0.2

Accommodation Costs 1.3 1.1

Administrative Overhead 0.2 0.2
Total 6.8 6.7

Revenue

Licensing and related services 7.2 7.3

Cost Recovery Ratio 106 % 109%

The Registry only started to conduct a comprehensive costing
exercise in 1999-2000. We do not have detailed costing figures for
1998-99.

Under the Travel Agents Ordinance, travel agents are required to
contribute 0.3% of the outbound tour fee as a levy to finance the
Travel Industry Compensation Fund and the self-regulatory
functions of the Travel Industry Council of Hong Kong. The
Government does not recover cost for the above-mentioned
licensing work from this levy.
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(b)

The Travel Agents Registry regularly reviews its internal
procedures and staffing requirement to achieve higher efficiency.
The last review was carried out in 1999-2000 resulting in the
down-grading of one post in 1999-2000 and the deletion of one post
in 2001-02.

RERNEH
Incidents of Family Violence
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Arrangement on Repatriation of Prisoners between Hong Kong and

Mainland

200 RBEREBE : TF  FHREBXEEERKA A 18 6l H & 3 # 8 R
HIFE B & EMAE -

(—)

(=)

OB FEANMREEERYE P 5% BHEARBMA &H
a3, =

gL HEREWEA -

T 5 £ KRB R A9 A o A -8 H B (] & i 2 20 At FE R R A
R (ABEA) (5 115 %) m# A K



12

g — 2000 2R T7TH
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 February 2001

(=)

FFEBNFE GG I X NI & A B R & Tatam &
B ERRBN D EL  RARZMA?

REBRBE : £F >

(—)

(=)

(=)

EE

BILLS

AEEE

PR > TE /6 P9 HPR TR B 9 A 407 500 % > B 300 44 7E B
AR > E A B B A E R A AR - KR EE R
P S B TR S R > B VS A TE PR P 1 o L B
K-

BEAFE I AR > EFBRMAMALES 2681 % Wiz
BN A 22% > HodtHF 1413 B IEM MR E ML ( ABERK
By (2 115 %) ifi gk A -

FE AT 5% [ 5L ot Al A Bl R > R RZ S N b R M #RGR RiR
AE B DR IR ST o A A] B CE IR E MM - A MM IGE B
e

R 513 B (B AW AM A L GOl ) HRE & R H g
[ DA S il st W S 77 RS 8 A ) - B P9 HEE 1T AH AL RS R WA
I Bz (EARE) Bh+AtEANMEHE DR HEE
ZHE > WERFEAMEMINEE - REFREFHENAEF
BTG A R A AR A N L SRR R AT R AT R R
AR R WMWY HRFEFRENGHELHE  LBERZ%Z
HREE > B N AT 2 R BR - H AR AR (] R JE A A R AT -

First Reading of Bill

TR E=E

EE -



g — 2000 2B TH
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 February 2001 73

(FH OKZFT IR HIEZE)
KARAOKE ESTABLISHMENTS BILL
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Bill read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.
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REEE_BRES
Resumption of Second Reading Debate on Bill

R AGHAEWRE (2000 FHFHERE CEEER) (% 250) BRAERE)

El/j — n%' yat uFFFJ °

2000 FAIHER (HMIFEEET) (F238,) HHERER)
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
(NO. 2) BILL 2000

RERREN 2000F 128 20 HB BRI ERZFHRE

Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 20 December
2000
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Council went into Committee.
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Committee Stage
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2000 FAIHER (HMIFEEET) (F238,) HHERER)

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
(NO. 2) BILL 2000
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Rig (BEREMGEG) BBIREER
PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE INTERPRETATION AND
GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE
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Mr LAU Chin-shek rose to claim a division.

ERE B TOMBEREHERR RREBTE 3 D#E -

ITE BIMNEENELREE LGRS FRE - RS P 0T ™M
o HERRREEZTE K -

IR RAEMBERR -

SR R R - AR IR - BRI R Y O BT
% °

Thee Hl g -

Functional Constituencies:

THEHEE  HIERRE WERER - FRHEE - ARBGEERE - R
XomB  BFEERE  FEHLE  FREEERE - OEMEKE - ZRER

B~ RFAKE RKEEZEE K -

HEFEE  REREE  ROHEE FFREFHE  HMPEFKRE - mH
B E=HAREE BEEERE HRIOLEE  HKERE REEHEE
KB B R ERBFRE BN -

MG EBRLEEE
Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
MFHEEHEE - TEAFKE - R ER T HME  BIZEWEE - Bk E

B B B KRS T é%%é’f&



g — 200028 T7TH

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 February 2001 91
MERCHEE  FTHHKE  FEVEE  REHRKE  REREE - BEMK
WE EHEREE UYRHKMEE  BHREEAE  FIEFEE  WHRERE A
EERE  REXFEE =REERE KRB FHE  RREEE  REHER
BRBEEHRENY

FREEMGHIEEEEREELNEE > F 26 NHE - 13 ABR > 13 AKX
HomEHr B EERERLZEGERELNEE R 27T AHFE -8 NEH
18 ARC¥ - HRNEEREBSHA 2 AEFEEE DA LUEFEE R - MRE2E

A AR

THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, 13 were in favour of the motion and 13 against it;
while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were present, eight were in
favour of the motion and 18 against it. Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion was negatived.
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Mr SIN Chung-kai rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, 19 were in favour of the motion and seven
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were present, 20
were in favour of the motion and six against it.  Since the question was agreed
by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore
declared that the motion was carried.
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P RALTHBEN
TWO-MODE TEACHING

MR TOMMY CHEUNG: Madam President, I move that the motion, as printed
on the Agenda, be passed.

With almost four years since the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, I have frequently heard grievances from all aspects
complaining about the declining English standards of our students and citizens as
a whole. As all of you may have noticed, a few business sectors and institutions
have recently carried out different surveys on our English proficiency. They all
come up with a unanimous result: We are losing our proficiency in the English
language.

Yet, this is not a trade off for better Chinese proficiency. So, what are
the issues behind this phenomenon?

Our teaching language policy has long been under fire. Recent focus falls
on the two-mode teaching pilot scheme announced by the Education Department
last year. Some criticize the Government as having a hidden agenda in revising
the current mother tongue teaching policy. More people are worried that the
pilot scheme is just a red herring to distract public's attention. They question
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whether the Government's aim is to turn the remaining 114 English secondary
schools into schools using Chinese or partly Chinese as the medium of
instruction.

The objective of this motion is to provide an opportunity for the Education
and Manpower Bureau and the Education Department to explain in detail about
the pilot scheme; to clarify our policy on the medium of instruction so as to ease
public anxiety; and above all, to take appropriate measures to uphold the existing
language policy, that is, to enable students to become biliterate in English and
Chinese and trilingual in English, Cantonese and Putonghua.

We have adopted compulsory mother tongue teaching as the medium of
instruction in our secondary schools since 1998. It is just three years' time and
government officials keep reiterating their commitments and the advantages in
implementing mother tongue teaching. But to everyone's surprise, the
Education Department suddenly launched a pilot scheme on two-mode teaching
in some 10 selected secondary schools in November last year. This has
immediately raised public concern.

Madam President, it is not difficult to understand the community's anxiety.
The public got confused and worried because they know nothing about the two-
mode teaching pilot scheme. In fact, they are being completely ignored during
the formulating process. In designing such an important scheme, neither the
Legislative Council nor the community has been consulted or informed.

It was not until the Honourable YEUNG Yiu-chung raised an oral question
on two-mode teaching in this Council on 13 December last year that the
Secretary for Education and Manpower, Mrs Fanny LAW, informed the Council
about the two-mode teaching pilot scheme. She explained that under the
proposed Secondary School Places Allocation (SSPA) System, the number of
banding will be reduced from five to three starting from the coming academic
year. This means that the diversity in students' ability in a secondary school
may widen, and it would be difficult to ensure that each and every student
allocated to an English secondary school is suitable to learn through English as
the medium of instruction. The two-mode teaching can, therefore, allow
greater flexibility for secondary schools in deciding on the medium of instruction
so that they can properly take care of the diverse student abilities or, in fact, the
diverse student inabilities.
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The reason given by Mrs LAW can hardly be accepted. First of all, if the
purpose of the pilot scheme is to ensure that students with inadequate English
proficiency can learn better by using mother tongue teaching in an English
secondary school, it would be far better for the Government to consider
measures ensuring that only students with English proficiency will be allocated to
English secondary schools. To force English secondary schools to teach certain
subjects in Chinese for the sake of ensuring better learning for some students
with inadequate English proficiency, it may finally end up with declining English
standards among the majority students and the whole school. In this aspect,
how could the pilot scheme tie in with our language policy to ensure the
effectiveness of learning both English and Chinese?

Secondly, if the Government is worried that the proposed SSPA System
will widen the diversity of students' ability, why then does it not simply revamp
the proposal before it is being implemented? If the Government aims to revise
the language policy in order to tie in with the SSPA System, it would be just like
cutting off the legs of a table to suit the table cloth.

Mrs LAW also reaffirmed that in designing the study, the Government will
remain committed to achieving the objective of mother tongue teaching and to
enable students to become biliterate and trilingual.  However, if the
Government stands firm on the mother tongue teaching policy, why would the
Education Department consider allowing Chinese secondary schools to teach
certain subjects in English?  Critics therefore interpret the two-mode teaching as
a compromise, as the Education Department tries to tone down its stringent
mother tongue teaching policy amidst complaints of falling English standards.
They question whether the Government has identified certain defects of the
mother tongue teaching policy and thus tried to revise the policy, and that the
pilot scheme is actually a regression in the existing language policy.

On the other hand, we query that if the English secondary schools are
forced to teach certain subjects in Chinese under the two-mode teaching pilot
scheme, the whole English learning climate and environment within the English
secondary schools will inevitably be seriously ruined. Thus, the English
secondary schools will gradually be transformed into Chinese secondary schools.
The pilot scheme is, in fact, putting an end to the existence of the remaining 114
English secondary schools.
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Besides, the two-mode teaching pilot scheme would only create chaos with
some classes conducted in Chinese and some classes conducted in English.
Students would get confused. Teachers would also find it difficult in adopting
the scheme. Let us imagine if a teacher is assigned to use Chinese to teach a
specific subject last year and to use English this year and then switch back to use
Chinese the year after only for the sake of accommodating different students'
abilities, how chaotic would the situation be? Practice makes perfect, teachers
also need a healthy and stable environment to maintain and improve their
language standards. Switching back and forth the medium of instruction will
only do harm to students and teachers.

Despite all these confusions and hesitations, the Education Department did
not disclose full details about the pilot scheme. Mrs LAW only stressed that the
pilot scheme was still at an early conceptual stage. The Education Department
only announced that a certain number of secondary schools would be chosen to
join the pilot scheme.

But exactly how many schools will be selected? What kind of schools
will be chosen and under what criteria? When will the pilot scheme be
implemented? What is the methodology of the study? How would the pilot
scheme be assessed? How much extra resources will be needed?

With all these doubts and queries, how can we be confident that the
Government is determined to maintain biliteracy and trilingualism in schools? 1
believe that every Member of the Council and the community at large expect the
Secretary to give us a resounding answer on what actually the pilot scheme is all
about and explain how it will tie in with the existing language policy.

Madam President, the Liberal Party supports the adoption of mother
tongue teaching policy. We also emphasized the importance to train our
students to be biliterate and trilingual. Our stand is firm and in accordance with
the existing language policy.

We noticed that the Government has invested heavily in our schools to
promote the learning of both English and Chinese. However, the outcome is far
from desirable. Our language policy has been adopted for only more than three
years, yet it is still too early to tell the result. Is it the appropriate time to
introduce other reforms to our language policy?
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We believe that the immediate task for the Government is to carry out the
current language policy thoroughly. The Government should also pay extra
attention on how schools could help students to uplift their language proficiency
both in Chinese and in English. Any distractions will only create ambiguities
and raise public anxieties.

To promote language biliteracy is a very difficult task in all parts of the
world. Even in Canada, for instance, the Government had put in so much
efforts trying to promote proficiency in English and French, but the result is still
not satisfactory.

Hong Kong is a well-known cosmopolitan and an international city. We
must not undermine the importance of maintaining and improving our English
proficiency.

I would like to share my own experience with you all. I grew up and
attended schools in the '50s and the '60s in Hong Kong, and none of my parents
spoke English. I do not have parents who read me English bedside stories.
My mother only taught me the "300 Poems of the Tang Dynasty" (&5 = H ).
I also do not have foreign domestic helper to speak English with me.

I shall compare the situation with my children growing up in the '80s and
'90s in Hong Kong (in fact, my son went to the same secondary school as I did).
With parents who can speak fluent English, their mother who constantly reads
English bedside stories and other English books to them, and with domestic
helpers speaking English with them, their English is, however, no more superior
than mine.

At times I wonder why. 1 do not want to point fingers at the education
system that it was far inferior in the '80s and '90s than that in the '50s and '60s.
In my observation, part of the reason is the difference in culture and environment.
Firstly, as a matter of fact, in the '50s and '60s, I had a much better climate to
learn English as a student in both primary and secondary schools. Other than
Chinese subject, we were using English to communicate at all times, especially
in front of teachers. Speaking in Cantonese was highly forbidden.

Secondly, we had foreign students. We could only use English to
communicate. Though they all learnt Cantonese at the end, favourable
environment had already been created for us to practise English.
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In addition, all the popular songs that we learnt to sing in the '50s and '60s
were in English.  We listened to pop singers like Tom JONES, Peter, Paul and
Mary, and the Beatles. They all sing English songs. Movies and cartoons
from Walt Disney were also in English with no Chinese subtitles and no Nicam
in Cantonese.  All these elements created a much better climate and
environment for us to use and practise the English skills which were being taught
in schools.

What I want to emphasize is that the learning of English depends largely
on the environment and its culture. We must build and keep a favourable
climate for our students and our citizens to learn and to practise English, not just
inside classrooms and schools, but also in daily life. Building and maintaining a
stable English learning environment inside schools is only the first step. If this
step is to be forfeited for the sake of helping students to learn a little bit better,
how can we claim that we are committed to uplifting our English standard as a
whole and maintaining biliteracy?

With these words, Madam President, I move the motion in my name.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, MR FRED LI, took the Chair.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Mr Deputy, many of us still remember the front-page
stories on newspapers and television footage of students and their parents
bursting into tears when they were told that their schools failed to obtain the right
to teach in English.

When the Education Department announced the policy requiring all public
sector secondary schools, except with prior approval, to teach their students in
Chinese, starting from their Secondary One classes from 1998-99, there was an
outcry from our community.

There were protests by students and their parents who insisted on using
English as the medium of instruction. Some students placed advertisements on
newspapers, while others put up banners on their campuses, vowing to fight
against learning in Chinese.

Two years have passed and the outcry seems to have been dying down.
But recently, the media reported that a pilot scheme on two-mode teaching was
being tried out in some schools.



kg — 200028 TH
138 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 7 February 2001

According to the press, such a scheme has raised the hope of parents who
wish the schools that their children are attending would eventually switch back to
using English as the teaching medium.

[ am a firm supporter of mother tongue teaching. I am certainly reluctant
to see such a switch.

Most of our children are not capable of learning in English. But one
should not be surprised or upset, as many surveys have found that children will
be more efficient in learning if they are taught in their mother tongue. In fact,
as many as 98% of the Hong Kong population conduct in Chinese language,
learning in mother tongue should be natural and acceptable.

One may be surprised that I am a firm supporter of mother tongue teaching
as I myself do not write good Chinese. And one may think that my business
background would turn me into a supporter of English language.

It is true that many of my colleagues in the insurance industry would like
to send their children to English schools. They believe that doing so can pave
the way for their children for better career. From parents' point of view, it is
understandable.

As a businessman, I certainly know how important a good command of
English is. Like many other businessmen, I believe that Hong Kong's
population should have a good master of English if we want to keep our status as
an international cosmopolitan city. English is an international language. 1
certainly hope that our students can speak fluent English and every teacher can
conduct lessons in English. But the problem is that this is too ideal for Hong
Kong.

We have to admit that most of our students who are born to Cantonese-
speaking families and grow up in a Cantonese-speaking environment will learn
more efficiently in Chinese. Without a good grasp of English, many of the
students do not understand what the teachers say, let alone having interaction
with their teachers. To me, communication and interaction are of utmost
importance.
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A steering committee is studying the two-mode teaching and a pilot
scheme will be launched to study the effectiveness of two-mode teaching in
junior classes of public sector secondary schools.

The Education Department has stressed that the objective of the study is to
address the greater diversity of student ability in secondary schools that would
likely result from changes to the Secondary School Places Allocation System.

But there are fears that it will create confusion to the public in the medium
of instruction policy. The Government should be careful in running the pilot
scheme because it may exert pressure on schools teaching in Chinese. What
should they do? Shall they continue to use Chinese as the teaching medium, or
shall they prepare to switch back to English?

As a newly appointed member of the Standing Committee on Language
Education and Research, I feel the importance to enhance the language
proficiency of Hong Kong people as a whole.

The Standing Committee is discussing proposals to increase opportunities
for language learning, such as organizing immersion camps for students.

In Australia, students of foreign languages are given opportunities to spend
a term of about three months for language courses or home-stay in a country
where the language is spoken.

In Hong Kong, more than 150 places had been allocated last summer to
four providers to organize Putonghua Summer Immersion Courses in
collaboration with their mainland counterparts. We would like to see more of
such courses for our students.

Mr Deputy, it is our wish to see a language policy that can enable our
students to learn efficiently and effectively, to be biliterate and trilingual. I
support the motion, urging the Government to make sure that the two-mode
teaching pilot scheme will not depart from the existing policy on the medium of
instruction. Thank you.

EEWEEFFE® -
THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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NEXT MEETING
ERERBEEEMKRE AFEHRTIF INEST -
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-seven minutes to Eleven o*clock.
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Annex |1

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
(NO. 2) BILL 2000

COMMITTEE STAGE

Amendments to be moved by the Secretary for Commerce and Industry

Clause Amendment Proposed
New By adding -
"BA. Publication of request to record

Section 20(1)(c) is amended by adding "and" at
the end.".

New By adding -

"8A. Costs and expenses in proceedings
before court

Section 136(1) is amended by repealing
everything between "reasonable" and the full stop.".
New By adding -

"19A. Costs and expenses in proceedings
before court

Section 62(1) is amended by repealing
everything between "reasonable" and the full stop.".



