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OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

20005 H 9 HEHI=
Wednesday, 9 May 2001

TF 285 30 > EEERELA
The Council met at half-past Two o'clock

HFZE -
MEMBERS PRESENT:
EREtRER#ER > G.B.S., J.P.

THE PRESIDENT
THE HONOURABLE MRS RITA FAN HSU LAI-TAI, G.B.S., J.P.

THHF#EE TP
THE HONOURABLE KENNETH TING WOO-SHOU, J.P.

Hib&k#EE > J.P.
THE HONOURABLE JAMES TIEN PEI-CHUN, J.P.

R )RR B
THE HONOURABLE DAVID CHU YU-LIN

{n] 75 Bl 5 B

THE HONOURABLE CYD HO SAU-LAN

R E

THE HONOURABLE ALBERT HO CHUN-YAN

(T zEEE - J.P.
IR DR THE HONOURABLE RAYMOND HO CHUNG-TALI J.P.
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FHEANEE
THE HONOURABLE LEE CHEUK-YAN

=REHEE - S.C., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE MARTIN LEE CHU-MING, S.C., J.P.

ZRiE#EE TP,
THE HONOURABLE ERIC LI KA-CHEUNG, J.P.

TEE#HE J.P.
DR THE HONOURABLE DAVID LI KWOK-PO, J.P.

FHRUHEE 0 J.P,
THE HONOURABLE FRED LI WAH-MING, J.P.

A EREE 0 TP,
DR THE HONOURABLE LUI MING-WAH, J.P.

REEEE

THE HONOURABLE NG LEUNG-SING

W5 M A
PROF THE HONOURABLE NG CHING-FAI

REEEAR

THE HONOURABLE MARGARET NG

FRBIE#EE TP,
THE HONOURABLE MRS SELINA CHOW LIANG SHUK-YEE, J.P.

R E A
THE HONOURABLE JAMES TO KUN-SUN

ROLH# B
THE HONOURABLE CHEUNG MAN-KWONG

AFRE®RE
THE HONOURABLE HUI CHEUNG-CHING
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THE HONOURABLE CHAN KWOK-KEUNG

bR 0 8 5% B
THE HONOURABLE CHAN YUEN-HAN

bR R B
THE HONOURABLE BERNARD CHAN

bR 8 M AR B
THE HONOURABLE CHAN KAM-LAM

PRIZ5#E - S.B.S., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE MRS SOPHIE LEUNG LAU YAU-FUN, S.B.S., J.P.

REEHEE

THE HONOURABLE LEUNG YIU-CHUNG

BifE#EA
THE HONOURABLE SIN CHUNG-KAI

mE#HEA  J.P.
THE HONOURABLE ANDREW WONG WANG-FAT, J.P.

HHL#EE
DR THE HONOURABLE PHILIP WONG YU-HONG

HARREE
THE HONOURABLE WONG YUNG-KAN

G E 0 J.P.
THE HONOURABLE JASPER TSANG YOK-SING, J.P.

LiF#EZA 0 J.P.
THE HONOURABLE HOWARD YOUNG, J.P.
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o e TR B
THE HONOURABLE YEUNG YIU-CHUNG

FTH#EE J.P.
THE HONOURABLE LAU CHIN-SHEK, J.P.

BITEHKE
THE HONOURABLE LAU KONG-WAH

REZHHE > G.B.S., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE LAU WONG-FAT, G.B.S., J.P.

FlEg#EE 1P,
THE HONOURABLE MRS MIRIAM LAU KIN-YEE, J.P.

ZlERFEA - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE AMBROSE LAU HON-CHUEN, J.P.

FIEWHEE TP,
THE HONOURABLE EMILY LAU WAI-HING, J.P.

EREHEAR
THE HONOURABLE CHOY SO-YUK

WHRE&EA

THE HONOURABLE ANDREW CHENG KAR-FOO

AIfEEE S
THE HONOURABLE SZETO WAH

mEOL#EA 0 1P,
THE HONOURABLE LAW CHI-KWONG, J.P.

EHE#Ee  G.B.S., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE TAM YIU-CHUNG, G.B.S., J.P.

gikH#EAa - J.P.
DR THE HONOURABLE TANG SIU-TONG, J.P.
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figat#Ea - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE ABRAHAM SHEK LAI-HIM, J.P.

ZHEEHEE - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE LI FUNG-YING, J.P.

fssE# & - B.B.S.
THE HONOURABLE HENRY WU KING-CHEONG, B.B.S.

kT AN#EA TP,
THE HONOURABLE TOMMY CHEUNG YU-YAN, J.P.

R E A
THE HONOURABLE MICHAEL MAK KWOK-FUNG

bR EE B
THE HONOURABLE ALBERT CHAN WAI-YIP

PE#EEE M.H., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE LEUNG FU-WAH, M.H., J.P.
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K B B

DR THE HONOURABLE LO WING-LOK
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THE HONOURABLE WONG SING-CHI

HmEEA
THE HONOURABLE FREDERICK FUNG KIN-KEE

EEHEA - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE IP KWOK-HIM, J.P.

BFHEFEE
THE HONOURABLE LAU PING-CHEUNG

swEm#Aa - S.C., J.P.
THE HONOURABLE AUDREY EU YUET-MEE, S.C., J.P.
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TRIE &S
MEMBER ABSENT:

EEEZ#wE  S.B.S., ].P.

THE HONOURABLE TIMOTHY FOK TSUN-TING, S.B.S., J.P.

HEHRRES :
PUBLIC OFFICERS ATTENDING:

Br B R L e 4 0 GBS, JLP.
THE HONOURABLE ANTONY LEUNG KAM-CHUNG, G.B.S., J.P.
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY

BEF A RREFLL > J.P.
THE HONOURABLE ELSIE LEUNG OI-SIE, J.P.
THE SECRETARY FOR JUSTICE

TR EEER g - TP,
MR CHAU TAK-HAY, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

AL B R R A A A B4R 0 TLP.
MR GORDON SIU KWING-CHUE, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS

FERRESEZ%SE4% > G.B.S., J.P.
MR DOMINIC WONG SHING-WAH, G.B.S., J.P.
SECRETARY FOR HOUSING

EERREmEEBLL TP
MISS DENISE YUE CHUNG-YEE, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY

wAmfm R RS KmELE - P,
DR YEOH ENG-KIONG, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE
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RL R R RESMELL - TP,
MRS REGINA IP LAU SUK-YEE, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY

THRREERZFALRE TP
MR LEE SHING-SEE, J.P.

SECRETARY FOR WORKS

A B RERERRELGZELL > TP,
MRS CARRIE YAU TSANG KA-LAI J.P.
SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND BROADCASTING

AEMERRRECH S 2L TP,
MRS FANNY LAW FAN CHIU-FUN, J.P.
SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER

FIFERLE
CLERKS IN ATTENDANCE:

E KRB E L - TP
MR RICKY FUNG CHOI-CHEUNG, J.P., SECRETARY GENERAL

A KA e R 4 0 TP,
MR LAW KAM-SANG, J.P., DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL

B B RS = BRER R e AR
MR RAY CHAN YUM-MOU, ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL
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R
TABLING OF PAPERS

THI SRR E (EBEAHA) B 21 B Q) RBHEERK :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

s & = B E i 2 i
(RBRFETE D) o 93/2001
(2001 FRERERDE (JLE) (EF]) 2) ... 94/2001
(2001 E=mEH T (DHER) BE (HFaE)

(BET ) ) i 95/2001
(2001 FERAPE (BE]) BA) 96/2001

Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.
Specification of Public Office ...................c.oooniil. 93/2001
Protection of Children and Juveniles (Places of Refuge)

(Amendment) Order 2001.................oooeene... 94/2001
Places of Detention (Juvenile Offenders) Appointment

(Consolidation) (Amendment) Order 2001 ........ 95/2001
Remand Home (Amendment) Rules 2001 .................. 96/2001

e S HAOBEE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

EHE-HEB B -HESH -
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ABRSEBBEBEFEMSE “BEAHEN”
Conditional Tenancy for PRH or Subsidized Housing Households

1. BRBWEE : £ HiF L HEEER ( "LNET ) KEYHEE
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WFETERK 4 28] - AR FEE A H B AL Bt & 5 T 2K g B A
MEGT®RE - i B2EEAAR 1 E2HAREHE -

EREHRE (O FEEEFIRESHEECHRERS TR
MR —J - MRS —FERER S BB /078 IS E D T 20
M T o B A 1R o A AR B JRCRE A P A e B MR R ) - B AR EE 5 5 A
TEABRKREEMRE Dk RBEAEEYE - EELZIESREE HE Ll H
RS NICIRENEN- 3 SN ol = e 21 | QNS TR E == S

MR EME K ARRMNEI AL MESUERFE - /JLLHFE A
E “hERER" - WIRMATE R EE AR E > rLLER FRE L
Hitd]” Tmiea TAREM - ERAPERAZVEEFTENES AL M
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AL TEES AN LwmEECMT HAELS R o A ] i e 0 o JROIE A SF
REFRFEMCEENEY > H&EZ 3 ER/IKR -

G T2 B B S T A OB R e 2 %F%}fﬁﬁ%ﬁ’]?&% Tt
e d A A R AT Lﬂmﬁﬂﬁlﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁiﬂ%ﬁifé’] © BT EOR A i E
HEME TENRESE L ARG Eﬂﬂfﬁﬁf’] &R - T o 2R
a1 A (=AY [ Ti%gfmﬁjjﬁ{ﬂfFﬁﬁfr(%Lﬁ@E’JF'cﬁ%ﬁ °

bFiZPirRRZES ( "F&XE” ) 1£ 2000 £ 1 AR ®REX
TR e

LRRES
FH 3 B o I (E =

) THEGREEKT

TE it E HE T 1 AR ] 5 FHEH
1998-99 220 190
1999-2000 139 129
2000-01 104 87

(Z) BT e Bl &~ B B A2 45 A 1 2 3 A B JRORE /9 9 43 e 2 A 9 T8 A] (&
iOFY N §E|

H s 8 H F B H
1998-99 209 190
1999-2000 198 174

2000-01 214 205
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G (A FEAFTE - ERHE HEREARHR - FRK 42 - EREEA
EREXTEEERLRRAMRMMNERNESE  WHEEES L RE ZEE
B > MR R A T LR F B S T80 OB e 2L i I AT
BHFE THERAEHENT WER > FTUHBEAGHBEMMEAE "HHREME
w7 e ANt o SR AL AR IR A BUR AP FT AT DR B A A (8 R o FRAE AR
EEOMY o ik E w5 I 0 E R A R R R RE o G40 L2 DR A (A B IR
FERETL o MR EGE g RERD > G THEELATSNE
{iz DL TR f RE -

BREGINEER - L% RRAMAEIEKINET - PIAUEH FEIAEFE - T
#h o RRELEEENE RIEECHRH T HFMFREF T 4 28 HEFLL
HEEH > —REKH AXBDEGERKAE  MERBFEE  BHR—LHAE
A B (7 2 7 B4 e 7 OE BOK o BT LUaR 18 19 8 L I [T B 5F & AL £= o ST
Jm A & fE R FEM 09 &R - B AT LIE T AT e ?

EHE - HMENZEE  TEERKRBRERZFEHEE BEHZRRANAEEDN
B R R A 2R (E T ?
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EE SUEE HMANESUEE L EREREN  HBRMMEEERNCH
THEE 18 oy 0 AL > GRS AL AR B G H At RoE A A R E -

BIHER -

BB EAERIIEEMNEEZEATESEEXZERREZEENE
Assisting Professionals who Set up Offices in Mainland to Obtain
Professional Accreditation and Business Licences
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, I would like to ask the Secretary
whether the $135 billion is also committed for the school improvement
programme; if it is, how many contracts have been awarded and what is the
amount?
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, the construction industry is
suffering from a lack of work at the moment and a lot of people are unemployed.
I wonder whether the Secretary may, with the excess amount of money available,
Jacilitate the number of infrastructural projects and the number of contracts that
are going to be offered in the coming 12 months?
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

& A0 E ) vh B R B E B R R

Overcrowding at Lo Wu Control Point
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Activities of Smuggling Mainlanders to Foreign Countries via Hong Kong
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Teaching Posts in Government and Aided Primary Schools

18, MISS EMILY LAU: Madam President, regarding teaching posts in
government and aided primary schools, will the Administration inform this

Council:

(@)

()

(c)

@)

of the total number of graduate teacher (GT) posts and its
percentage in the overall teaching staff establishment of all
government and aided primary schools in the school year 2000-01;

and the number and percentage of such posts now substantively
filled;

of the current number of schools with GT posts not filled or not
substantively filled; the reasons for these posts not being filled; as

well as the plans to fill all vacant GT posts expeditiously;

of the number of serving Certificated Masters/Mistresses (CM) who
possess a recognized first degree or equivalent qualifications, and

whether there are plans to convert all CM posts to GT posts?



g — 200058 9 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 9 May 2001 61

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President,

(a)

Since the 1994-95 school year, the Government has provided GT
posts in primary schools. The original target was to upgrade 35%
of all primary teacher posts from non-graduate to graduate posts by
the 2007-08 school year. In 1997, this target was advanced to the
2001-02 school year.

The distribution of GT posts, as agreed with teacher unions and
associations, school councils and sponsors, following extensive
consultations, is as follows:

- all headship and deputy headship posts would be regraded to
GT posts in the 1999-2000 school year;

- 35% of the senior teacher posts would be regraded to GT
posts by the 2001-02 school year; and

- the remaining GT posts would be allocated to the basic rank
teacher level.

The purpose is to first upgrade all headship and deputy headship
posts which carry instructional and managerial leadership
responsibilities, followed by a fair share of the graduate posts
between senior teachers and teachers at the basic rank. Aided
schools are allowed the flexibility to adjust the percentage of GT
posts to be upgraded in the senior teacher rank and the basic rank, as
long as the overall entitlement of GT posts is not exceeded, and the
distribution is agreed with the teaching staff following consultation.

Up to the 2000-01 school year, resources have been provided for
creating 5 675 GT posts, amounting to 26.7% of the total teaching
staff establishment in government and aided primary schools. The
Administration will provide another 1 640 primary GT posts in the
2001-02 school year, bringing the total number of such posts to
7 315, thus meeting the 35% target.
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(b)

(©)

As at February 2001, 3 947 GT posts were filled, amounting to
about 70% of the total GT posts available.

Altogether 1 728 GT posts in 671 government and aided primary
schools remained unfilled. The major reasons are:

- at the headship and deputy headship levels, not all incumbents
in government and aided schools presently have a degree to
fill the GT posts; and

- some aided schools have decided not to fill some of the GT
posts because some teachers with a degree are not considered
suitable for regrading due to other factors such as aptitude,
character, potentials and experience. In other -cases,
teachers identified as suitable for upgrading are presently
pursuing a degree course. The School Management
Committee has the discretion to decide, having regard to the
overall interests of the school, whether to withhold filling a
GT post pending the completion of a degree course by an
identified teacher, or to directly appoint degree holders with
teacher training in primary education to fill the post.

Starting from the 2000-01 school year, if aided schools directly
appoint school heads and deputy heads from new recruits, the
appointees are required to possess a recognized degree and relevant
teacher training qualifications. The Education Department
regularly encourages non-graduate heads, deputy heads, and
teachers to pursue degree courses. In addition, aided schools are
encouraged to fill their graduate posts as quickly as possible,
through regrading of suitable degree holders who are occupying
non-GT posts or through employing new teachers with a recognized
degree and teacher training in primary education.

According to the Teacher Survey 2000, as at October 2000, 5 356
teachers holding degrees were employed as non-GTs in government
and aided primary schools, of whom 4 593 were occupying CM
posts, and 763 were occupying Assistant Master/Mistress posts.
Since then, some of these teachers have moved on to fill GT posts.
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However, as the Teacher Survey is conducted annually, we do not
have the exact figures at this point in time.

(d) We shall evaluate the impact of the policy on the quality of primary
education and then decide whether to increase the proportion of GT
posts further.

REFAEAEBETE
Law Enforcement Officers of Mainland and Hong Kong Carrying out
Cross-border Duties
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First Reading of Bill

TR OEE AHE -
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BOILERS AND PRESSURE VESSELS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2001
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Bill read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

EEE
Second Reading of Bill
FEExE E -
(2001 FMBRBR B | UEFEHIEE)
BOILERS AND PRESSURE VESSELS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2001
SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President, |

move the Second Reading of the Boilers and Pressure Vessels (Amendment) Bill
2001.
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The Bill aims to remove the ambiguities under the Boilers and Pressure
Vessels Ordinance and the Boilers and Pressure Vessels Regulations and make
other technical amendments.

The Boilers and Pressure Vessels Ordinance controls the use and operation
of boilers and pressure vessels and provides for the holding of inquiries in case of
accidents. It requires boilers and steam receivers within its coverage to be
operated under the direct supervision of a "competent person" who should
possess a certificate of competency issued by the Boilers and Pressure Vessels
Authority (the Authority), who at present is the Commissioner for Labour. The
Authority is empowered to collect fees to cover the cost in respect of certificates
of competency.

In 1997, when proposals on review of fees and charges were examined by
the then Legislative Council, ambiguities were identified in the provisions
relating to the charging of fees under the Ordinance. The Administration
undertook to review and clarify the relevant provisions in the Ordinance and the
Regulations.

We now propose to introduce legislative amendments to clarify various fee
charging and refund arrangements. In particular, the Bill expressly provides
that the Authority may charge fees for conducting examinations, endorsement of
an existing certificate, and general recovery of expenditure without being limited
to the costs incurred in respect of each application. It also specifies the
circumstances under which a certificate may be issued, endorsed or revoked and
fees refunded. The issue or endorsement of a certificate will require the
production of evidence or the passing of an examination to satisfy the Authority
that the applicant is a fit and proper person with substantial experience, skill and
knowledge in the operation of the classes and types of boilers and pressure
vessels concerned. In line with other provisions of the Ordinance, the Bill also
provides access to the Administrative Appeals Board for persons who may be
aggrieved by administrative decisions in relation to the issue, endorsement or
revocation of certificates under the Ordinance.

The proposed amendments are largely technical in nature and will not
affect the existing control over the use and operation of boilers and pressure
vessels. I recommend the Bill to Honourable Members.

Thank you, Madam President.
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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, when a person's negligence has
caused loss and injury to another person, he is liable under the law to that person.
This applies equally to doctors and lawyers. If they were careless in treating
their patients or handling their clients' affairs, their patients and clients are
entitled to make them pay for it.

But disciplinary action is about something more than that. Society
expects members of a profession to meet a much higher standard, so that if they
fall below this high standard, they would be punished, even if no loss or injury is
thereby caused to another person. This is the fundamental consensus in the
community, and between the community and the professions.
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Madam President, this implicit understanding about maintaining a higher
standard of professional conduct is necessary. It is crucial for the trust between
a doctor and his patient, between a lawyer and his client. Members of the
public entrust their lives and property, their safety and welfare, to the
professionals that they engage. The consent of each member of the profession
to meet the high standards of conduct, and the duty of the profession as a whole
to maintain them at pains of punishment, up to the expulsion from the profession,
are also the basis of our privilege to practise in that profession.

Therefore, whatever other remedies may exist to protect the rights and
interests of the public, there has to be a strong and healthy system for
professional discipline, for internal regulation and, if necessary, internal policing
to achieve that purpose. Where the maintenance of high, professional conduct
is concerned, the principle of self-regulation has always applied. This is the
most appropriate and most effective way.

Madam President, the motion of the Honourable Andrew CHENG calls
this principle into question. It suggests that complaints about professional
misconduct of doctors could no longer be a matter to be scrutinized and dealt
with by the Medical Council of Hong Kong (Medical Council), but by some
other body or some other as yet unspecified "mechanism".

Although the original motion does not say so explicitly, the amendment
proposed by the Honourable Howard YOUNG has specified that the call for
change arose from the recent scandal of the so-called "mobile phone doctor".

One has to face the facts. The fact is that public confidence in the
Medical Council has been deeply affected. The fact is that members of the
Medical Council have defended the indefensible conduct of a doctor taking his
mobile phone with him into the operating theatre, who appeared to be prepared
to answer, and did answer an outside call in the course of an operation on a
patient. Whatever the disciplinary charge, and whether or not that charge was
proved against the doctor, this conduct must fall short of the standard which the
patient has the right to expect of his doctor. Since the incident, doctors of my
personal acquaintance have strongly voiced their dismay to me that such conduct
should have been seen to be endorsed.



g — 200058 9 H
74 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 9 May 2001

It is time the Medical Council did some soul-searching, listening to the
views of their own members.

However, Madam President, does the solution lie in taking away the
medical profession's power of self-regulation, and imposing in its place an
external regulator? Or, is the external regulator an additional complaints
channel and tribunal? If it is additional, is it supposed to work in parallel with
the Medical Council, and which of them is supposed to have the superior
authority? Where is the justification for this radical change which is bound to
create great uncertainty?

If self-regulation is taken away from the medical profession, the
presumption must be that other professions will be treated equally. Madam
President, its application to the legal profession will be disastrous to the rule of
law, because it will fundamentally destroy the existence of an independent legal
profession.

It is the day-to-day job of legal practitioners to defend clients against
criminal charges, to represent members of the public to sue the Government in
civil suits and in judicial review, challenging the lawfulness of the action of
executive authorities in court, advising clients what action that they can take to
protect their rights against maladministration. Would the public have any faith
in their lawyers to represent them fearlessly and without regard to consequence
to themselves, if ultimately the power to discipline and regular lawyers lies in the
hands of the Government and the Secretary for Justice or his/her appointees?

Apart from representing clients, the legal profession has spoken out
strongly in the past against the Government, out of its duty to defend the rule of
law. We have not hesitated just because Beijing may be displeased. Whatever
the reality, what will the public perception be in the future? In the Mainland's
efforts to move towards the rule of law, one of the most important goals that they
try to achieve is to make the legal profession independent from the Ministry of
Justice. Is Hong Kong to go in the opposite direction?
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Madam President, a threat to its independence will also be most unfair to
the legal profession. Barristers and solicitors are subject to the most vigorous
discipline by the Hong Kong Bar Association and the Law Society of Hong Kong
respectively.

Under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance, any member of the public can
complain to the appropriate professional body for the misconduct of a lawyer.
Every complaint will be studied by a committee for the profession.

The "track record" proves that the professional bodies mean business. In
the three years from 1998 to 2000, for the Bar, eight Disciplinary Tribunals have
been set up. Six barristers had been suspended and five of them ordered to pay
all or part of the cost, while seven were admonished or advised.

On the part of solicitors, 64 Disciplinary Tribunals have been set up. Six
solicitors were struck off, another six were suspended from practice, two were
prohibited from practising as a partner or sole proprietor, 53 were censured and
54 were fined. The highest amount fined was $310,000.

Madam President, our disciplinary procedure is not perfect. But we can
search towards perfection.

It will not only be unwarranted to undermine the professions' self-
regulation, Madam President. It will be tragic.
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Dr YEUNG Sum rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 24 were present, 15 were in favour of the amendment, seven
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were
present, six were in favour of the amendment and 20 against it. Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr Andrew CHENG rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, seven were in favour of the motion, nine against
it and nine abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 28 were
present, 22 were in favour of the motion and five against it .  Since the question
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, MRS SELINA CHOW, took the Chair.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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TXER
NEXT MEETING

THE: RBIAEEMKRG - AEE 2000 £ 5 H 16 HEH =T 2 I 30 &

o

g ER L 8 34 SRk E -
Adjourned accordingly at twenty-six minutes to Nine o'clock.



