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TABLING OF PAPERS
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The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:
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(2001 D (CEM) (EBFT) A1) ... .. 128/2001
(MBRE kxR &a (& N FHEl) ..., .. 129/2001
(2001 FRITHMGRD (BRI R T &&F) ... ... 130/2001

(2001 EhEL (GEMAREESER) (BF)
BT D) 13172001

(2001 D (B H) RET (BRI R 1 & 2)
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Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

Import and Export (Fees) (Amendment)
Regulation 2001 ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiene., 128/2001
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Municipal Services Appeals Board (Witnesses' Allowances)
Regulation .............ooooviiiiiiiiiii 129/2001

Banking Ordinance (Amendment of Seventh Schedule)
Notice 2001 ...o.oniiniiiiii e 130/2001

Midwives (Registration and Disciplinary Procedure)
(Amendment) Regulation 2001...................... 131/2001

Import and Export (Strategic Commodities) Regulations
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Order 2001 ...oviniiiii e 132/2001
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Chiropractors (Registration and Disciplinary Procedure)
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Fugitive Offenders (Malaysia) Order (Cap. 503 sub. leg.)
(Commencement) Notice 2001 ...................... 136/2001

Banking Ordinance (Amendment of Eleventh Schedule)
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B3 N FEHEAE
Establishment of Human Rights Institution
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"The purpose of considering a report in a public discussion is to establish a
constructive dialogue between the reporting State and the supervisory Committee,
in order to make the Committee's experience available to the State and to enable
it to take advantage of this experience in carrying out the implementation of its
international obligation. At this point, one must stress that the Committees are
neither courts nor quasi-judicial bodies. The nature of the activity may be of a
different quality with regard to the competence of some treaty bodies to receive
and to examine individual complaints or communications. However, it has
never been claimed that the treaty bodies may perform judicial or quasi-judicial
functions. In the consideration of the State Party's reports, the Committees, as
a result of the dialogue, do not issue a judgment regarding the degree of the
implementation of the provisions contained in the relevant instrument in the
reporting State.

The purpose of the dialogue is rather to assist the reporting State in the
implementation of its treaty obligations. The dialogue should clarify the scope
and the meaning of the treaty obligations and should highlight those aspects that
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may have been neglected by the authorities of the reporting State. It is in this
spirit that the members of the Committees raise issues of concern to them, ask
the questions and formulate their comments accordingly at the end of the
consideration of a report. And it is in the same spirit that the written comments
of the Committee as a whole are formulated at the conclusion of the
consideration of a report."
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ER(CEHRMGR) AR B S BEEESE 16 58 A& k207 - "While the
Committee's concluding observations, in particular suggestions and
recommendations, may not carry legally binding status, they are indicative of the
opinion of the only expert body entrusted with and capable of making such
pronouncements. Consequently, the State Parties to ignore or not act on such
views would be to show bad faith in implementing the Covenant-based
obligations." -
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Implementation of Recommendations Concerning Employee Benefits
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Level of Foreign Reserves Required to Maintain Currency Stability

14, MISS EMILY LAU: Madam President, regarding the amount of foreign

reserves that is required to maintain currency stability, will the executive
authorities inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

whether they have analysed the attacks on Hong Kong dollar during
the Asian financial turmoil in 1997 and 1998, and drawn any
conclusions in relation to the level of foreign reserves;

whether they have reviewed if the current level of foreign reserves is
too high; if they have, of the results of the review; and



g — 2000 6 B 13 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 13 June 2001 55

(c)

if such review has not been conducted, whether they plan to do so in
the near future; if they do not have such a plan, of the reasons for
that?

SECRETARY FOR FINANCIAL SERVICES: Madam President,

(a)

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) has reviewed the
attacks on the Hong Kong dollar during the Asian financial turmoil
in 1997 and 1998. The review resulted, among other things, in the
implementation in September 1998 of the seven technical measures
to refine the Currency Board system. The HKMA's view is that
Hong Kong's high level of foreign reserves was crucial in enabling
Hong Kong to ward off the speculative attacks of 1997 and 1998 and
that a strong reserve position remains crucial to the stability and
credibility of the Hong Kong dollar in an increasingly globalized
and uncertain financial environment.

(b) and (¢)

The Sub-committee on Currency Board Operations of the Exchange
Fund Advisory Committee has recently considered the desirability
and feasibility of determining the optimal level of foreign exchange
reserves for Hong Kong. It has recommended that further research
and deliberation on the subject should be carried out.
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Services for Young Night Drifters
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(2001 FEHDO (EFXH) BRHAEE)
IMPORT AND EXPORT (ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS) BILL 2001

(2001 FERKREREE (HIFEET) KAER)
MEDICAL AND HEALTH CARE (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTYS)
BILL 2001
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Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

EEE
Second Reading of Bills
FEExE E -

(2001 FEBRBIER (B5T) HAER)
HONG KONG COURT OF FINAL APPEAL (AMENDMENT) BILL 2001

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, I move
that the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal (Amendment) Bill 2001 be read the
Second time.

The Bill seeks to enable certain civil appeals to go direct from the Court of
First Instance to the Court of Final Appeal, leapfrogging the Court of Appeal.

The leapfrog arrangement would speed up the litigation process and save
costs. Under our proposal, an appeal may be brought direct to the Court of
Final Appeal if two conditions are satisfied: First, the trial judge of the Court
of First Instance making the decision against which an appeal is to be made has
issued a leapfrog certificate; and second, the Court of Final Appeal has granted
leave to appeal.
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The trial judge of the Court of First Instance may issue a leapfrog
certificate if he considers that a sufficient case for appeal to the Court of Final
Appeal has been made out and all parties to the proceedings consent to the grant
of a certificate. The trial judge should also be satisfied that the point of law in
the case is of great general and public importance.

Once a trial judge has issued a leapfrog certificate, any party to the
proceedings may apply to the Appeal Committee of the Court of Final Appeal for
leave. Once the Appeal Committee has granted leave, the relevant appeal will
rest with the Court of Final Appeal.

Details of the leapfrog mechanism are set out in the Bill. 1 commend the
Bill to Honourable Members.
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Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.
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(FEIRTT (FH) BRATE (a6) FHEE)
BANK OF CHINA (HONG KONG) LIMITED (MERGER) BILL

DR DAVID LI: Madam President, I move the Second Reading of the Bank of
China (Hong Kong) Limited (Merger) Bill.

Madam President, the Bill which I introduce today will facilitate the
restructuring of the Bank of China Group in Hong Kong.

It provides for the transfer of the undertakings of Bank of China Hong
Kong Branch, the Hong Kong Branches of seven banks incorporated in the
Mainland of China (referred to as the "Mainland incorporated banks" in the Bill),
the Shenzhen Branches of The Kwangtung Provincial Bank and Sin Hua Bank
Limited and Hua Chiao Commercial Bank Limited to Po Sang Bank Limited (Po
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Sang), a Hong Kong incorporated bank. All the entities I have just referred to
are licensed banks authorized by the Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA).

The Bill provides that the name of Po Sang will be changed to "Bank of
China (Hong Kong) Limited" (BOCHK) at the appointed time for the merger.

The Bill also provides for the transfer to BOCHK of shares held by Bank
of China in two further Hong Kong incorporated banks, Nanyang Commercial
Bank Limited and Chiyu Banking Corporation Limited. The Bill also transfers
to BOCHK the shares which Bank of China holds in the Bank of China Group's
credit card company, BOC Credit Card (International) Limited.

The Bill will therefore create a merged bank, BOCHK, the business of
which will comprise the businesses of Po Sang, Bank of China Hong Kong
Branch, the Hong Kong branches of the seven Mainland incorporated banks, the
Shenzhen branches of The Kwangtung Provincial Bank and Sin Hua Bank
Limited and Hua Chiao Commercial Bank Limited. BOCHK will also own the
interests in Nanyang Commercial Bank Limited, Chiyu Banking Corporation
Limited and BOC Credit Card (International) Limited currently held by Bank of
China.

The Bill was circulated to the Department of Justice, the Financial
Services Bureau, the Inland Revenue Department, the Land Registry, the
Companies Registry and the Privacy Commissioner of Personal Data for
comments prior to its gazetting. The Bill has been approved by the HKMA. It
has been advertised for the requisite number of times in both the Chinese and
English press and in the Government Gazette.

Madam President, you have ruled that this Bill relates to government
policy within the meaning of Rule 51(4) of the Rules of Procedure of this Council
and, therefore, it requires the written consent of the Chief Executive before its
introduction. I am pleased to report that the Chief Executive has given such
consent. I, therefore, move that the Bill be read a Second time.

A private bill is necessary to assist with the implementation of this
restructuring in order to avoid having to get all agreements and other documents
assigned or novated to BOCHK. As there are more than 8 million agreements
and other documents between the merging banks and their customers, it is not
practicable to transfer such agreements and other documents by such a method.
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As well as making the merger practicable for the merging banks, the Bill
also has advantages for customers. First, because the Bill will transfer all the
property and liabilities which are governed by Hong Kong law, customers will
have the reassurance that all such property and liabilities have been properly
transferred. Secondly, the basis on which all such property and liabilities are to
be transferred will be publicly known and uniform. Thirdly, customers will not
be inconvenienced by having to sign new documentation.

Since the early 1980s, 11 ordinances merging banks and other authorized
institutions have been passed by this Legislative Council. This Bill is based
upon the form of these previous ordinances, although a number of changes have
been necessary to reflect the fact that this restructuring involves the merger of 10,
rather than two, banks, that in a number of cases, only a branch of the relevant
bank is being transferred rather than the entire entity and the legal tender note
issuing status of Bank of China.

As Bank of China is a note-issuing bank, clause 6 of the Bill includes
provisions to deal with legal tender note issuing matters. Separate from the
passage of this Bill, Bank of China and Po Sang intend to seek the Financial
Secretary's approval for BOCHK to replace Bank of China as a note-issuing bank
with effect from the appointed time for the merger. The Bill itself does not
replace Bank of China as a note-issuing bank. This is a matter for the Financial
Secretary and the Chief Executive in Council, pursuant to the powers conferred
on them under the Legal Tender Notes Issue Ordinance.

On the basis that BOCHK is approved as a note-issuing bank by the
Financial Secretary and the Chief Executive in Council, clause 6(2) of the Bill
provides that all bank notes issued by Bank of China before the merger will
remain legal tender after the merger. They will become obligations of BOCHK.
The certificates of indebtedness issued by the Exchange Fund to back these legal
tender notes will also transfer to BOCHK, so these legal tender notes will remain
fully backed by the Exchange Fund, just as they are at the moment. Further,
BOCHK will be able to issue legal tender notes using either the current designs
used by Bank of China or using new designs approved by the Financial Secretary.
All such notes will be legal tender and fully backed by the Exchange Fund.

Madam President, I believe that this Bill represents an important step in
the consolidation of the banking sector in Hong Kong, a consolidation which
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should further improve the competitiveness and stability of the banking sector
and assist in maintaining Hong Kong's position as a world-class financial centre.

Madam President, I, therefore, move that the debate of this Bill be
adjourned.
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, I would like to declare interest, as I work for
the Bank of East Asia.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, I am introducing some amendments
to this motion.

On the whole, I do not disagree with the original version of the
Honourable CHAN Kwok-keung's motion. However, he is looking at this issue
purely from the point of view of the employees who contribute to the Mandatory
Provident Fund (MPF).

I believe we should recognize that employees are not alone in experiencing
difficulties with the MPF system. Employers and service providers are also
experiencing administrative burdens and other problems. My amendments are
intended to ensure that this motion reflects the concerns of all the parties
involved in the MPF system.

My first amendment affects the paragraph concerning the level of income
at which workers become liable to make MPF contributions.

Mr CHAN is concerned about the interests of low-income earners, and I
agree with him that their interests must be protected. But I would like to urge
the Government to consider establishing a mechanism for reviewing not only the
minimum level, but also the maximum level, of relevant income for mandatory
contributions.
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The aim of MPF is to make sure that members of the workforce save
money towards their retirement in the years ahead. This is obviously important.
But we must also make sure that it does not impose excessive burdens on the
employees, or on the employers. A minimum level is, therefore, needed to
avoid placing a burden on people on low incomes. Some say this should be
$6,000, and maybe this would be an appropriate level. At the same time, a
maximum level is needed to avoid placing too great a burden on companies with
employees on high salaries.

It is clear to me that we need a mechanism to decide on the ideal levels,
and then to adjust them over time as circumstances change. Perhaps a panel of
people should meet at regular intervals to review these levels. Perhaps there
should be a formula to link the levels to salary trends, to inflation, or maybe to
other economic indicators.

My second amendment is the introduction of a new paragraph. This is
intended to urge the Government to consider ways to reduce the burden of
administering the MPF system on employers, and on service providers.

The system is so complicated, it is enough to drive personnel managers
crazy. In theory, it should be simple enough to calculate and check the amount
and the timing of people's payments. In practice, it is a nightmare.

If everyone was paid monthly, it would be fine. But they are not. Some
people are paid daily. Some are paid weekly. Some people are paid every 10
days. Some are paid every fortnight. Some are paid semi-monthly, on fixed
dates. Some are paid semi-monthly, on variable dates. Are you all still with
me? Some people are paid four-weekly. Some are paid every 30 days.
Some are paid bi-monthly. Some are paid quarterly. And then some are paid
half yearly, or even yearly.

Some employers use more than one of these payroll cycles. All their
calculations have to be checked by the MPF service providers. Different
maximum and minimum relevant income calculations have to be pro-rated across
this range of cycles.

For members who are still able to follow me, let me point out that on top
of all that, we have the 30/60 day rule. What does that mean? It means that
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for the first 60 days of employment, no contributions need to be paid by either an
employee or the employer. From that point on, the employer must pay
contributions for the employee, backdated to include all the previous 60 days.
The employee must also start to pay contributions, but these are backdated to the
previous 30 days — missing out the first 30 days of employment.

The complication is that most employers do not use a 30-day pay cycle, so
the 30/60 rule usually cuts across payroll cycles. For example, a new employee
starting on 1 January will complete his first 30 days before the end of January
(because January has 31 days). Yet he will not complete his first 60 days until
March (because February has only 28 days), unless it is a leap year! If he is on
a monthly pay cycle, his first contribution will fall in the March pay period.
The actual contributions will be due in early April. If it sounds crazy —
because it is.

Even with low staff turnover, this calculation and checking is a significant
burden. When the economy picks up and staff turnover rises, it will get even
worse. Already, service providers are finding error rates in the range of 40%
to 80%, depending on the type of employers. Errors mean phone calls,
correspondence, follow-ups and rectification. Even a small miscalculation —
an underpayment of just one cent — can trigger an avalanche of bureaucracy.

All these increase business costs, and therefore damage Hong Kong's
attraction as a business location. They also delay the process of investing the
retirement savings of the people of Hong Kong. There are almost certainly
ways around these problems. For example, industry groups have suggested the
introduction of a generic, monthly reporting and remittance cycle.

My point is that the current system is damaging business efficiency, and
the interests of the working people of Hong Kong.

I have not amended any other points in the motion. The motion mentions
the industry schemes, which cover the construction and catering industries.
Maybe we should look at the design of these schemes. However, I believe that
the problem of low compliance lies in the structure of the two industries,
especially the construction industry. This concerns issues such as wage
payment practices and methods of sub-contracting. I would urge the
Government to look at this.
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The motion also raises the possibility of a universal retirement scheme to
include people who are not covered by the MPF. In some ways, this is a
separate issue, but I do not see any harm in the Government discussing such an
idea.

To summarize, therefore, I have no real dispute with the motion put
forward by Mr CHAN Kwok-keung. He is absolutely correct in wanting to
ensure that the interests of employees are protected. My amendments are
simply intended to stress that the MPF system can be improved in ways that help
employers and service providers as well.

I must make it clear that I am not seeking to blame anyone for the
shortcomings of the MPF system. It was always going to be a complex system.
It is a credit to everyone concerned that it has been implemented so successfully
and is running so smoothly.

However, over time, I believe that the Government will be able to identify
ways to make the system simpler and easier for all parties. That would benefit
everyone — the workforce and the business community. And for that reason, I
urge all Members to support the motion as amended.
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DR DAYVID LI: Madam Deputy, I would like first to declare an interest. The
bank that I work for is a Mandatory Provident Fund (MPF) trustee that provides
master trust and industry scheme products. 1 also sit on the Management Board
of the Mandatory Provident Fund Schemes Authority (MPFA) as a Non-
Executive Director.

This background has given me first-hand experience and an in-depth
understanding of the MPF system.
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As the MPF system is brand new, comprehensive and relatively complex,
we have experienced some initial teething problems. Some legal and
procedural requirements are cumbersome. Some problems can be traced to our
lack of experience, and the heavy volume of applications created by the last-
minute rush to enrol employers and employees. As we gain more experience,
we are making appropriate improvements.

The motion as amended by the Honourable Bernard CHAN has much to
commend it.

The Honourable Member calls for a mechanism to review the maximum
and minimum levels of income for mandatory contributions. Certainly, an open
and transparent mechanism would be welcomed by many.

I also agree that compliance procedures should be reviewed on a regular
basis, with a view to simplifying them. In this regard, may I point out that
many service providers can be of assistance. They offer comprehensive payroll
programmes that automate all record keeping and fund transfers, including those
for MPF contributions. All employers should discuss their requirements with
their service providers. All employers, large and small, can be benefitted.

The motion calls for improvements to the industry schemes. The
industry schemes are tailor-made for the catering and construction industries.
Admittedly, because of the high labour mobility, the large number of part-time
employees, and the remuneration practices of the two industries, there has been a
heavy workload in enrolling scheme members, handling contributions, and
answering queries and complaints. However, the difficult start-up phase is now
behind us, and we can look forward to smoother operation in future.

At the tendering stage, the two industry scheme trustees had projected a
target membership of 130 000 employees in the first year of MPF operation.

According to the MPFA, by the end of May, six months after the launch of
the MPF system, the number of employees who had joined the industry schemes
had already topped the 150 000 mark. The contributions received exceeded
HK$300 million. Both enrolment and contributions are still growing steadily.
These figures speak for themselves.
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Surely, these better-than-expected results have not been achieved easily.
They reflect the tremendous efforts jointly made by the MPF industry,
government departments, the MPFA, and trade associations and labour unions.

Without being complacent, I think the results testify to the merit of the
industry schemes. At this juncture, may I make a request so as to make the
industry schemes even more successful.

Madam Deputy, with your permission, I would like to appeal to both
employers and employees. For employers, please enrol casual workers into the
MPF schemes as and when you employ them; please submit accurate remittance
statements; please communicate more with your staff on their scheme benefits.
And, for employees in the construction and catering sector: If you have not done
so, may I appeal to you to obtain your industry scheme membership cards as
early as possible.

The MPF system is a long-term project. We are only seven months into
implementation. The industry is open-minded to any suggestions that would
improve the MPF system. I have no doubt that my fellow MPF trustees will
agree with me that we will listen to what our customers say and we will respond
to their needs.

Where I must raise my concern with the motion is on the issue of a
universal retirement protection scheme.

We have discussed this matter long and hard in this Council, and consulted
widely within the community. Following these deliberations, we opted for a
contributory, privately-run scheme. Frankly, I see many problems if we now
try to bolt a universal programme onto the side of the MPF system. The
existing system of old age allowances and social security payments, based on
need, is much better suited to our requirements.

The motion says nothing of means testing. Are we to make payments to
the rich and the poor alike? How do we distinguish between those who are and
are not covered by an MPF scheme? Is an individual who contributed for 10
years in his working life covered, while one who contributed for nine years and
11 months not? This certainly raises the question of fairness.
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And there is the matter of cost. There is, of course, the monetary cost.
But more important thing is: If we are forced to abandon our time-tested low-tax
principles to fund a universal scheme, what will be the cost to our
competitiveness and our entrepreneurship?

Our efforts should be focussed on meeting the future needs of our society,
not on building grand monuments.

It is with great regret, therefore, that I cannot support this motion.
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THE PRESIDENT resumed the Chair.
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Mr Bernard CHAN rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, seven
against it and 14 abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 23 were
present, one was in favour of the amendment, 12 against it and nine abstained.
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr James TIEN rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, 11 were in favour of the motion and 16 against it;
while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were present, 21 were in
favour of the motion, two against it and one abstained. Since the question was
not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, the Honourable LAU Kong-wah's
motion on Tenants Purchase Scheme (TPS) and the amendments of the
Honourable Frederick FUNG and the Honourable Albert HO trigger a call for a
thorough discussion and review on public housing.

Hong Kong's housing comprises three segments — that of public rental
housing, the Home Ownership Scheme (HOS)/Private Sector Participation
Scheme and the private sector developments. This golden triangle of housing
has served Hong Kong well over the years, providing housing for the very poor
and the very rich. And major alteration to any one side of this triangle would
upset the equilibrium of the housing market and would have serious economic
impact on our economy.

Public rental housing is for the purpose of providing rental housing to the
under-privileged and the low income groups, and not for sale. There are over
100 000 households on the Waiting List to be housed. If the Government is
going to spend billions and billions of dollars in building flats for rental purpose
for these 100 000 families, then it is illogical for the Government on the other
hand to sell tens of thousands of its rental flats at give away prices to residents
who should instead be persuaded to vacate their flats for the under-privileged
who are waiting to be rehoused in the rental flats. Those residents who wish to
be owners should be offered attractive loans and assistance to buy HOS flats or
private sector flats. After all, the prices of private sector flats have come down
substantially and their affordability is no longer an issue. Rental housing is a
community welfare benefit to the under-privileged, but home ownership should
not be sold. Mr LAU Kong-wah, Mr Frederick FUNG and Mr Albert HO have
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called on the Government to announce its plan for the sale of public housing after
2003. I agree with them in this regard, and I call upon the Government to
announce the abandonment of the policy of selling rental flats, and also to take up
fully the responsibility of building more rental flats for those people who are
waiting to be housed. If the Government cannot abandon the sale of their rental
flats, cannot take measures to persuade the well-off residents to move out and
move up the housing ladder of HOS or private sector housing, or if the
Government is to continue to sell its rental flats, they should only sell to those
who could not afford to buy HOS or private sector flats — by setting an upper
household income limit of say, $15,000 per month. Those who earn more
should not be entitled to the benefit of buying such flats. As regards the flats
that the Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA) is selling, the HA should take up
fully the responsibility of carrying out all repairs and maintenance prior to sale,
and this is very important. They should not shift the burden of repairing and
maintenance on to the residents.

Madam President, in concluding my speech, I call upon the Government to
seriously review the TPS. I oppose the motion. Thank you, Madam
President.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 17 were present, two were in favour of the amendment, 14
against it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 20 were
present, one was in favour of the amendment and 18 against it. Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr Albert HO rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 17 were present, five were in favour of the amendment, eight
against it and four abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections and by the FElection
Committee, 19 were present, 11 were in favour of the amendment, two against it
and five abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 16 were present, nine were in favour of the motion, six against it
and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 18 were
present, 15 were in favour of the motion and two against it.  Since the question
was agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion was carried.
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Adjourned accordingly at eight minutes past Ten o 'clock.
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Annex
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Security to Mr WONG Yung-kan's
supplementary question to Question 5

According to the Customs and Excise Department's record on cases of smuggled
meat detected in the past three years, the case involving the largest quantity of
seizure was detected off Tsing Yi in June 2000. In that case, a total of 105 000
kg of frozen chickens and pork was seized.



